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Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Rtoperatlon Scenarios

Dea~" Mar’k,

A,’,i pCl" our t;ullv~t~i, lth.nt tht~ uther’ day, and m~ is surge.steal in the Etlvit’Olll’tlclltaI Wntcr
Caucus’s comments on the C~dFed DEIS, I have briefly described the reopemti~:n ,~enarios
that we l~ave ~en working tm and wtmtd like CalFeO tt~ run using DWRSIM.

Our basic hypothesis ~s that it is possible to meet existing demands, while providing
increased ~rotection for fisheries, hy optimizing the cunent Delta configuration and then by
using otlacr tools such as water transfers, additional groundwater storage, conjunctive use,
conservation and recycling mechanisms, etc. As a fit3t step in our efforts to ~st this
bypotlxests we l~ave done an initital set of reoper~ation runs that u..~s flexibility in respon~
to sensitive periods. For example, the typical early filling of San l,uis put,,~ certain species
at risk and often leaves the projects unable to move ava:lable water later in the winter when
tlows are higher and subsequendy when there may be less risk ~f adverse impact to aquatic
resources,

We used the ba~ ca~ Study 516, waich does not t’cprcscnt cxLsidng demands but rather
2020 LOD, and built in the conditkms listed below. We would like CalFed t(~ do similar
runs,

Reo~ration to provide tbr improved fisheries protection:
¯ Reduce (4()% and 5(}% E/I ratio) fail-winter pumphag (October - December) delaying

the tilling of San Luis.
¯ Extend VAMP for 1 month (May 15 - June 15) to cover the outmigration period of San

Joaquin salmon.
Raopewation to pmvlde, f~t-(H’x-w;tli,:mnl Ilt~xihilily whk:h :lllt~wx lk~r wnlt:r rt-,c(~vt:ry dut-inL~
less sensitive periods:
,~ Reoperatlng rt;.,~crvoin,~ tt~ inzrca,,~c the ability to move water north to south during the

summer - early fall period.
¯ Expand SWP capacity to take advantage of high t~ow periods.
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Our preliminary tesutts indicate that despite the fact that in some years there may be limited
opportunity for the projects to recover from imposed delivery impacts in the fall. olher
operational flexibility tt~ls incorporated into the model allow for significant m’,.uk.e-up
po~sibilltles. In fact, our preliminary analyses indicate that .~upply impacts can be avoided
(relative to the ba.~ case) when SWP capacity is increa.sed. However, increasing capacity
at SWP dt~’~ not always improve delivery capability. In wetter years demand may be low
enough that the existing export capacity is sufficient to meet demand. In the drier years,
htrwevero the benct’~t.,~ are accentuated. The ben~t’it.’~ may or may not hold during, extended
dry periods or in critical peritRl runs, yet in the isolated dry periods when the windows of
.,,utplus ate short the extra capacity may help ctm.,~iderably.

Ti~e ,text level of studie~ mitzht ctm.~ider u.sc of JP()D, though at prc..~cnt there is little
C0n~nsus on what. criteria might he applied. If CaiFed has developed criteria to
accompany use ¢d" JPOD wc wuuld be ~t~te~e~ted h~ lea~ai.g about those,

Thank you ft~r your assi.~tance. We look [k~]~ard to the mt}deli,g rcsult,,i.

Fisheries Program Directt~r

co: Gary Bardini, C¢,,lFed
Spreck Rosekrans, EDF
David Fullerton, NHI
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