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ANil 9, 1999

Mary Niehoh, Secretary for R~sourc~
Bill r.yo~s, Scm-~tary for Food sad Agri~vJture

L~t~ A. Snow
~ecufivc

CAL~ A~cMtuml Mi~g~on;

wRh issucs related to mitigation for ag~ic.xdtural land impacts. I want to b= sur~ that CALPED’s
Prr~grammatic EIS/F-,~ L~ con,silent with St~e agrimtLturai mitiga~on poli~’, and fl~ Cl~e..~tion-~
rclalc~l to such Stat~ polio7 decisions ar~ disused and ar~ov~I ~ more appmpriat~ fotmm.

CAI.FED shosld seek to ~void or mitigate, to the extmxt possibl~, my sil~ficant
cavir~m~atal impacta wkida h cause, ss re.qui~d by the C~lifomia Eavi~nme.nufl Quality. Act
(CEQA) and the National Eavimnmcntal Quality Act (N’~-’PA). Bemuse CALFED is a major
uadaxaking, that may impact a ]m’g~ amount of agriculttwa] land over its ]if="tim,, it is ml e:~y target
for ~ho.~ who seek new agricultural mitigation policica. Howmt=. the c.ati~ CALFED Progranx ~
~. wof~t-cage ~enario, would ~om, ert ]e~ thtm ] 5% of the act~,~ge foru-ca~t to be converted by
urbanization ove¢ the same time p~od. As suck. ! do not want n~v agricultural land policy to
~voive in ~I.FED md be the "taft ,wagging th~ dog."

Local gov~mm~ta, which approve this levd of agrimfltural land conversion to urban use~,
have a much gtcat~ eff~t on loss of agricultural finds, If we as a s’tatc ar~ going to r~duc: ~h:
n~gati-~e imp~t~ of agricttkmal land ¢otwer.~on, LT~s, local gov~-ament entities need ~o be partners
in th, solmion. The i.~sue of a~ricultural land conversion seems ripe for evaluation under "smart
gIowth" or statcwide Browtlx management discussiom. While conversiozm to habitat purpose,
including CALFED e.cosy~tem restoration plans, wiI| contHbm.~ t¢~ tbe cumulative [~.~ of famflands.
they .¢hould neither be discussed nor mitigamd ia Lcolation f~om other cau~.~ d farmiat~d
ctmvor~km.
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P~ge Two

Curr~ndy CAI.Y"E.D Programatic Elfii]~IR idcn6fics mLrfigations for agricultural ta,ld impacts
at th= sm’nu level as those used by o~r governmental agencies, and as oon.~ide~d standard ~mder
CEQA and NEPA.

Si-cc there has been pre&sure for CALFED to "pioneer" &gri~’alvarat land mitigation ~o[iey.,
I believe it is [mpov.ar~ that we ~he.dule ~. mccting fez ~c idautffication o~’the issu:~ and the Star.-
policy direction. I will follow up with your offices to fred a suitable rime.
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