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Louig E. GINCCRIO
3401 Wainut Avenue
Concord, CA 94818.243%
August 7, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Diractor
Cai-Fed Bay-Dalta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Ref: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr, Ritchie:

I am writing to urge you to delay the clasing of tha camment period for the EIS/EIR referenced
abovae. ltis an extremely complex and voluminous document that contains many substantive
changes from its predecessor versions. Additionsl public hearings to allow input by thoss most
directly affectad by its provisions should be scheduled. It Is my understanding that a significant
number of adjustments have been made and without adaquate time {0 discern the ¢changes, and
their impact on those who must eventually abide by the sama would be unfair.

As a rancher whosa family has been in the business of farming and livestock preduction since
the 1570's in Contra Ccsta County, | am weall aware the consaquences of not fully
comprenending the scope of new govemnmental regulations as they come into place. We
provide significant wildlife habitant on our over 7000 acres in this county and additienal cever for
wildfowi ang upland game on our rice and irrigated pasture acreaga ir Yuba County.

it should te noteworthy that the Local, State and Federal gevernments, in varicus capacities.
own in axcess of §0% of e land in California, yet when it comes time to p.ovide for adcitional
enhancements for fish and wildlife the government looks to ramove further acreage from
agricutturat production wnich (5 home to over 75% of the wildlife by the governments own
estimates. it seems that private ownership has provided a bstter home for these critters than
that which the.various govarnment entities provide. Far batter, it would seem to me, to get into
some sort of partnership with the private sector as has been suggested in earlier proposals, than
10 simply remeve aoditional lands from agriculture

Agattional “off stream™ sierags facilitiss as aiso previously brought 10 the table, saem to have
been ignored as weli. To simply “redistribute” existing water supplies doss little 1o sotve the
propiems of adequate water resources fer wildlife, environment enhancarmant, growing municipal
gernands as well as supplias sufficient to feed the hungry nation and the world. More efficient
use of axisting supplies, while an admiranls goal, can not be expected {o provide yields matching
the successas cf the past without also, senously considering the expansion of storage of wster

in periods of plenty. 1t is no sacret that Catlfernia, without agequate water. would soon revart to
a “‘cesert” incapatie of supplying the needs of people, agriculture gr_the enviranment.

Again, | strongly urge that you consider extension of the comment pericd and explore the reai
opportunities for axpansion of storage while there is still time to do s0. Many “real asiutions® may
yet surface, given the gpportunity.

Sincerely, A
. s
Fpocio K (Bocsa oL
LCUIE €. SINCGCHIO .

cc: Senater Dianne Feinstein  Governor Gray Davigs  Contra Costa Co. Bd. of Supervisors
Sanator Barbara Boxer Senater Richard Rainey Yuba County Bd. of Supervisors
Rep. George Miliar Assembiyman Tom Toriakscn

e CCFD vim Fma

C—114721

C-114721



