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RE: FINAL PROGRAMMATIC pIS-EIiR

My family and I have been raising cactle in :unt;a Zost
County since 1974. We are very concerned as to how *he
,-

Cali-fed pxan will affect the e;cnomv, he eavironment and

eRe livelihbod of farmers and ranchers in Caiifornia.

we are asking that you please extend the time to read the
EIR releasad on July 21, 2000. OCne month Is not sufficient
time to read and interpret the plan,. There zhculd be public
nezrings so that farmers and ranchers who will have to abide
by the plan will at least be akble to understand completely
how they w:il be affected.

We 1n agriculture take very seriously our ro.les as stewards
of the land, and believe vary strongly that Cal-Fed should
encourage and suppert our efiorts to enter into and maintain

voluntary habitat ccnservation programs. We are very con-
scious of the wildlife cn our lands and anything we provide

for our livesteck is szhared by the wildlife such as water,
salt, grains, hay and shelter. We in agriculture contribute
greatly tc a positive guality of life. If the Cal-Fed

plan proceeds without further bea“.ms and without input
from the agricultural community, it will be agriculture
which will »e sacrificed and reguiated {c extinction,

Does California really want to lose hundreds thousands

of
af farmland acreage with the subseguent loss ©f habitat
preservation., We would hope not.

The emphasis of Cazl-Fed should be to ageiiv

l e "L mg-.l.
surface water storage with the ability %o a
1

c
commodate the
increased demands of an exploding population. In addition,
the constant threat of drought years will tzke a serious

toll on the California environment that only sufficient
water gtorage efforts will help tc eass.
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Taking farmland out of producticn will only resul: in the
loss of healthy, affordable foeds, znd the less of many,
many jobs from rural california, and the domino effect of
losing habitat protection. California will be left with
nothing but over development and a severely diminished
guality of 1ifs
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Adzin, we onrly ask that you allow more time to review
*he nlan. BAfter all, this was releaseq at a time whed
[

-

rop producers are in the most laber intemsive part

f their growing seascn. Please hoid pupli¢ hearings

o those who will be most affected will have a chance

to be heard. We are willing to form parcnerships and

work with Cal-Fed but only if we c¢cmpletely understand
what it a:1 means.

Thus far, we have managed water and lands very well,
therehy providing a harmonious atmosphere for wildiife
We are the true conservationists., We oaly ask thet
vou heid publiec hearings before the plan i1s finalized
znd you embark on a path from which there will be no
turning tack, -

Thark vou ¥or vour consideratic:,

Jzekiz Stewart
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