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Mr. Steve RhcJ~, Acdn8 Executive Director
Cal-Ful Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Stn:cG Suit¢ 1155
Sacrammm~, CA 95814

P.=: Final Programmatic

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am ~m~’nul about how Cal-Fed pmgrmns will affect tho cnvimnmem on farms and ranches. Agriculture is an
important part of" Califoraht’s eaviromncnt. Cal-Fui plans to convert nearly ~ quar,~ of a million acres of
fmmland to habitat and oti~ uses. It should study ti~ �~vironm~tal impact of~ land umv~rskm.
must sa~k ways to avoid xakin~ s-~.hland out of production.

While this program has little effect on our ranching operation in San Diego County, the long tm, m �ffects to
agri=ultt~ in the stat~ can be dcvastafinS. We protect thc wildlife on our ranch while the public land habitat
de, tuiora~ to the point ofnon-~e all around us.

1 know many farmers who enhance th~ wildlife value of their farms. We arc slmvards oftlu: land and w~ want to
be partners in environm~tal restoration, but we oppose requirements that tell us what to grow and how to grow it.
Cal-Fcd must work with us in a ~ spirit.

To raaintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need ~jable and affordable water. Cal-Fed must
move aggressively to dcvclop new water stora~ that provides adequatc yicl& Without more storage, California
won’t have enough water for the mviromnemt in dry years. That means watcr will be taken away from farms,
especially during droughts. Without warm-, farmland loses its value as habita~ and as a vital food resource for
California’s growing population.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final Cai-Fcd should tell us how its
plan has changed and how it will afF~:t people. Cal-Fed should not finali~ its plan until ~ have adequate
opportunity to review it and commit upon it.

CC: Senator Dianne Fcinste.in Governor Gray Davis Assemblywoman Charlene Zettel
Senator Barbara Boxer Senator David Kelley Supervisor Diam~ Jacob
Rcpres~tative Brian Bilbray
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