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August 15, 2000

M. Steva Rifehie, Asting Exacidive Direcwr
Cal-Fad Bay-Data Program

1418 Ninth St. Suite 1156

Saocramanin, CA B5814

Re. Fina! Prograrmmatic EISIEIR
Dear M. Rifehie’

| am concemad about how Gal-Fed programs will affect the environment o~ farms, ranches, and
fiumeriss. Agriculturs s en important part of Calilomig's enviconment. Cal-Fed plans to convert neafly
@ quarter of @ mifion acres of farmiand to habat and other uses. It chould study the environmental
impact of that iand sonversion. Cal-Fed must saak ways 10 avnif taking farmiand out of proguchor.

1 kow many farmers who enhance the wikiifte value of thelr fanns. We are siewards of the land and
we want {0 be partners in envionmantal rastoretion. Bul we oppoee requiremants. that tel us what fo
grow and how 1o grow it Cal-Fad must work with us in B cooparativa epirit.

To maintain producive and wildiife-friendly farme, farmers need reliabis and afordable water Cai-Fed
must move sggressively iy develop new wats storage tha! provides adequute yisld, Without more
storaga, Calfornia won't havs enough water for the environment In dry yesns. Thet maans water will oe
taken awgy from farms. espocially during droughin Without weter, farmiand loses its vaiue as habliet
Ang as 8 v iood resaurce for Callfomia's growing popuiation,

Cal-Fed should hold publit haarings % explain ite plans bafore they bacome fingl. Cal-Fed should talt
us how e pisn has changod and how i wit sffact peopie. Cal-Fed should nol finalize s plan unt.
cittzens have adefusis opportunity 10 naview ft and eamment upon it.
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