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Mr Steve Ritchie, BActing Executive Director
Cal-Fad Bay Dalta Program

1616 Ninth Streat, Roon 1158

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Cal-Fed ElB-EIR Barnes to Ritchie pags ) of 2
Dear Bir:

I have been studying California‘’s water problems sincs I was
in College in the 50'a. Long enough to know that therec are no easy
or simple solutions. I have nol beon able to review the antire
Cal-Fed EIS-BIR in the ghort time allowed for commenta and I urge
you 10 extend the commant pariod. ERewever, becauwse of the short
comment period @ am inclose the following remarks based on my
review to date.

Firet it is obvious that the present statewide watar system is
inadequate for existing uses except in a few local areas.

second, there isc going 1o ba a8 reduction in Colurado River
water available to Calif., and many underground basins are being
overdrafted, :

Therefore the prasgant gygtem is not sustainable even betore
more water §z allocated to f£ish, wetlands and other environnantal
uges.

Finally the urban and guburban areas are growing at rapid
rates and will purely nesd mors water.

Becauss agriculture usee a high percenitage of the total water
used beneficially in the State politically the emeiast answer teo
ths dilamma ig t0 propose a reduction in irrigated areas.

My wife's and ay families have baen involved in Calif.
agriculture for over a century, We are ona of the few people in
Calif. Agriculture thet operate lsrgely on non-irrigated land and .
1 can tell you that we can continue only because of the irrigated !
Araas we have.

1t looks to me 2ike, considering the increasing demand for
water by wildlife (in the broadest asnse) and cities and urban
areag that the current proposed reduction in irrigated aremr is
only the firgt minor step in the long term reduction in irrigated
agriculture implied by the EI&-EIR. Some of this reduction ig
inavitable, Howavar, I believe that the implied continuing
reductions, and the sorial, economic and environmental effacts )
thereof ure inadoquataly discussed in the EiS-EIR, i
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1 alsn believe that additional off-gtream storage should be
Quveivped as soon as possible, with locations urgantly needed both

north and south of the Delta., The effects of dalaying these.

projects is inedequately discussed in the EIS-BIR.

Clearly the Dalta can be improved graatly with legs total)

water use by a partially or fully isclated structure. It looks to
me thal the present proposals do not adsquately model the galt
water intrusion that bistorically occurred apnuslly during times
of low water flow. This information is needed to evaluate Lhe
adequacy of the current proposal, and instrecam £flow needs.

Underground storage of water in some alresdy lowercd basins
way be praviical, but only if the basing atup ovardrafting. Long
term water to replace that used by bassins that significently and
i;gu1;§ly must be proposed or reduction in water yield shown in

e E -EIRI :

The few basing that are currently 3in nesr balance with the
recharge zate should not bhe drained tu pustpone difficult
decisionsa.

sSouth of Stockton {and perhaps further north) gray water use
and water recycling must ba iastituted. Problems needing furthex
tnformation in the EIS-EIR ara how to overcome the publica concern,
and more importantly what to ¢o0 with {bv accupulating salts.
Increasod ag watey use efficiency accelerates the accumulation of
salte. The EIS-RIR does not adaguately discuss water reuse and the

disposal of solutes.

The environmeutsl, economic and social effects and tradeolfs
of drying up 150,000 (or however many) acree axe significant, and
should be clearly stated. Especially the tradeoffs for increased
urbarn-guburban uses.

in summary I believe that the FIS-EIR fails to provide a
comprehongive evaluation of the effiecis of thas various Cal-Fed Bay
Delta propused actlong, especially as Lhey relate to agriculture.

These commonts ara based on only a cursory review. I
mentioned at the beginning that the comment time parica is tuo
shoert Uo do a good job, and I urge you to sxiena it.

. I wouid be happy to ditcuss these issues with you or your
ataff at any timc.

o

L. "Woody" Barnes Jr.
Manzenita Ranch, P.O. Dus 1370, Julian, CA 92036 (760) 765 0516
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