Water Mounta.m Ranch Co

v ; F’OST OFFICE BOX 249
e PAUMA VALLEY, CALlFORNIA 92061 Y
: ’ OFFICE &FAX 760 742 4477 . RES[DENCE 760 742 1651

August 15 2000

Mr Steve thchle Actmg Executlve Dlrector
Cal Fed: Bay-DeIta Program - T

" 1416 Ninth'Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento CA 95814

RE F'nal Programmatuc EIS/EIR S

Dear Mr thchle

I farm 175 acres of c1trus and avocados in San Dlego County I would l|ke to make a few requests

' 1 Extend the perlod to rewew the document and prowde comments on the fi nal EIS/ EIR SR
S released July 21. There |s no way to adequately revxew the thousands of pages |n the document ll'l Doe
~“the t|me allowed- : S
2 “Hold publlc hearmgs to explam what you plan to do and the effects on' us Many changes
- .were made to the: report WhICh the- publlc needs to have and opportunity to. understand and. dlSCLlSS
.. - Ifear that even after we review the document there: will be much that we W|II not understand I
: ,lbelleve that |t |s the proper thlng to teII us how the plan wnII affect us ' R

My famlly has been farmlng ln the same Iocatlon in San Dlego County for three generatlons I fear that 1f
changes are not made.to the current Cal- Fed plan like mcludmg the development of surface. water storage
_there will be nothlng to’ be passed on to my families fourth generation.” Water. conservatlon cannot’ e
‘ accommodate the mcreasmg populatlon and enwronmental needs there must be development of more water
storage : : R R R Dl o

-1 belleve that |n trylng to protect the enwronment the CaI Fed plan actuaIIy WI|| harm |t lnstead Taklng Ll
- thousands of acres of land out of productlon will change the face of California’ agnculture dramat|cally It W|ll 5 L

“havea huge |mpact on the environment, .not to mention. local eGonomies. - The government aIready owns half - A
< the’land in Callforma yet 75 ‘percent ofthe wrldllfe eX|sts on: pnvately owned fand.. ‘Farmers and ranchers’ have o
- done & better job of: malntalnlng habitat than has the government ‘We-take: serlously our roles of stewards of R
the env;ronment Cal- Fed should encourage Iandowners to enhance voluntary habltat-conservatlon efforts R

The CaI Fed pIan is ﬂawed I am. dlsappomted that CaI Fed and lts agendes have turned a deaf ear to the

“more than 1,000 representatlves of agriculture who: attended your. 16 hearlngs last year.. Of the 800 people R
- who spoke most were farmers and ranchers and their families.and nelghbors These people are stew ' ds of o
the enwronment managlng Iand and water: that produces food wndhfe -and, oxygenl

Slncerely, :

Senator Dlanne Felnstem‘ g Gc‘tvernorGray-I‘:Dravls,

. Senator Barbara Boxer S eterT

- Supenvisor Hom' -
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