| August 14,2000 0o

Mr Steve R1tch1e Actmg Executrve D1rector R

, > - Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
-~ 1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 -

' jf{_;Sacramento CA 95814 ~”';j - R
- Re FlnaI Programmat1c EIS/EIR
" Dear Mr R1tch1e _ .

As a Glenn County Farmer I am Very concerned w1th the ﬁnal Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21

I respectfully request you give us more t1me to Teview and comment on your document Tt is

- “f'f’f_}%".;RECENEU
AUs 16 2

) l'f 1 ,_.CALFED 3ay-Delfa P'°9"‘”*m B

- much too large to digest and much too complex to understand T would also l1ke to request yourb SRR

) ‘, hold hearmgs to: explam what the Cal Fed program w1ll mean to us..

s }v-Through th1s cntlre process I have been concerned about the loss of farmland loss of water and Co
~the ‘lack of progress on storage - As Calrformas populatron contmues 10 grow and the .
_'?enV1ronment continues t0 require more water, that water 'should come from newly" developed B
- storage, not from farmers. In the. early 1930’ s and 1940°s our Country s leaders’ understood that .-~

water storage (dams) was a nece531ty to_ our success and ex1stence of our cmzens of the- Unrted e
. States.. It concerns me that our’ current leaders do not- unaerstand the 1mportance of water S

. storage' -

v ‘.,vWater for farms is used to grow plants Those plants g1ve off oxygen and help clean the air. " -
'Farmmg provrdes w11d11fe habitat while producmg food.: I continue to pay., taxes on that land and - Ll

- “survive on the income: This, farmland has been in ‘my fam11y for: twenty-eight years ‘with hopes' . -

.. that our children will continue the famlly tradition.” It is sustainable. I-am not destroymg the ™ <.

o ",env1ronment I am helplng 1o preserve it and teachmg my chlldren the rmportance of farmmg, not. -

"only for them but also for our Country
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o Sincersly, ©

e V-jDo we really Want to lose thousands of ‘acres, of farmland in Cahforma and lose the habltat it

:"prov1des for numerous anirals-and plants? ‘Right now, the government owns about half the land - . S
~in Callforma yet 75 percent of the w1ldl1fe habrtat is on prlvate land Why do you thlnk that 1s‘7 RRE

C,I have that answer. The erdhfe happens to llke What we are domg We are- preservmg the1r',‘ o L
" habitat. Our land’ and water is well managed and cared for.. When the: government decides'to © ...
. buy land because of a. part1cular species, - that spec1es often goes ‘elsewhere because the'. AR

o gOVernment falls to manage the land properly

B »It saddens me to th1nk that our leaders don t understand the 1mportance of our. U S. Farmers andf,’ L

- Ranchers. . They are willing to preserve endangered spe01es, National ‘Parks, but ignore- the - o .
. families that strive to feed the world. Please lrsten to our concerns' The 1mphcat10ns of th1s plan)", TR

o 'rnot only affect my fam1ly, but yours'

i Agaln I request you grant addltlonal t1me for comments and hold publ1c hearmgs before you. - ;

EE 1mplement the plan

Stac1K Buttermore T
Buttermore Ranch Costa Lota B

:*-cc,:f ,Governor Gray Davis .

. Senator Dianne Femstem o R AT T
- Senator Barbara Boxer.’ R U TS
- The Honorable Doug Ose , R T TR EEIR
- The Honorable Matrice Johannesseni-:f, e
" The Honotable Dick Dickerson' - 7
‘“Glenn County Board of Superv1sors T
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