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’ August 14, 2000

Mr. Steve thchze Acting Executlve Director

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program S -
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 . et ‘ P
Sacramento, CA 95814 ‘ :

Re: Final Programmatlc EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment on farms and ranches.
« Agriculture is an important part of California’s environment. Cal-Fed plans to convert nearly a -

quarter of a million acres of farmland to habitat and other uses! It should study the environmental

unpact of that land conversion. Cal-F ed must seek ways to avoid takmg farmland out of productlon.

I know many farmers who enhance the wﬂdhfe value of their farms. We are stewards of the land
and we want to'be partners in environmental restoration. But; ‘we oppose requirements that tell us
what to grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed must work with us in a cooperative spirit.-

To maintain productlve and mldltfe—ﬁlendly farms farmers need rehable and aﬁ‘ordable water Ca1~

+ Fed must move aggressxvely 10 develop -new. ‘water storage that prov;des adequate yleld Without

i

more storage Cahforma ‘won’t.have enough,waten for the environment in dry years. That means.
water will be taken away from farms, especially during droughts Without water, farmland loses its
value as habltat and as a Vltal food resource for Cahforma s growmg populatlon

Cal-Fed should hold pubhc heanngs to explam its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed should
tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan
untxl citizens have adequate Opportumty to revxew it and comment upon it.

Sincerely,

Scott Adelsbach - .
' Madera County Farm Bureau Director :

o

c ¢ Senator'Dxanne Femstem 2.(‘,'J'rOV‘ﬂTlOF Gray Dav1s Syt e
. ;Senator Barbara Boxer ..., ...State Sen, Richard: Montelth : “,Senator Jim Costa :
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