
2081 Hidden Ranch Road
Somerset, California 95684

August 12, 2000

~. Steve ~rc~ie, Ac~n~ Execu~ve D~ecror
Q~-Fed ~ay-Delra
1416 N~ St., S~te 1155
Sa~mento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

De~ ~. Ritchie:

As ~ E1 Dorado Co~W emu r~cher ~d a state ~d nafion~ director for our ~dus~
association, I m conceded about ~e ~mre of our state. The C~-~ed EIS/EIR was released
on July 21, 2000, ~ H~e time ~lowed for public or ~tten cogent. I respecff~y
request ~at you extend ~e ~e to review ~d cogent on yo~ docum~t ~d progrm. I
~so request ~at you hold bergs to expl~ ~e effects of ~e C~-fed progrm for
agficul~re ~d to Hsten to ~e proper~ o~ers ~d f~ers ~ o~ state.

Throughout. ~is en~re process of he~ngs ~d a~empts to read ~e highly tech~cal,
te~ous document, I have been conceded about ~e loss of water, loss of f~d, ~e lack
of adequate water storage, ~d ~e loss of ~fe ~d habitat ~at ~ves on private l~ds.
Cu~enfly, the government o~s appro~mately one-h~ of ~e l~d ~ C~ifomia, while
75% of ~e ~l~ife habitat prefer to Hve on private l~ds where f~ers ~e good stew~ds.

It appe~s to me ~at you ~e being shortsighted ~ yo~ pl~ to r~ove ne~ly a quoter
~ion acres of C~o~a f~d, c~g it "~avoidable". C~ Fed must pl~
s~ategic~ly ~d look for ways to reduce ~e loss of f~d by conduc~g its habitat-
restoraSon on eMs~g government-o~ed l~d.

As C~ffo~ia’s populaSon increases requ~g more food ~d water, ~e addi~on~ water
needed should come from storage, not f~s. F~ers ~derst~d adequate, av~able
water is needed especi~ly dung drought ye~s. Capturing more of ~e high flows d~ng
wet ~ters, especi~y ~ above ground rese~o~s, assures water for fares to grow pl~ts
~d Hvestock provid~g food, a vit~ reso~ce for a rapidly gro~g population. C~-Fed
must recognize C~o~a f~and as ~ essen~ and v~uable namr~ reso~ce ofglob~
~port~ce.

CC: Senator Di~e Feinstein Governor 6ray Davis
Senator B~b~a Boxer Senator Tim Les~e
Congressm~ Jo~ Doodle Assembl~ ~co O~er
Secretaw W~ J. Lyons, Jr. N Dorado eo~W Bo~d of Supe~isors
USDA Secret~ D~
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