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Mr. Lester Snow L
CALFED Bay Della Program

ork 1416 Ninth Strcct Suite 1155
Sacramcnto CA 95814

Dcar Mr. Snow, ¥
: . _ :
Tam writing to commcnt on the CALFE.D plan for reducuon of pesticide runbff {nto )
surface waters. Although wedo not know every. detail of the ccologlcal damagejcansed
by pesticides in surface waters, there is rrefutable ev:dence that aquauc life is sy ffermg
serious harm from these. chemicals. T have done an- cxtensive review of the literaure on
this topic, the results of which are mcludcd in the enclosed repon, Disrupting thé
Balance: Ecological Impacts of Pemczdes in Cahforma I encouragé you to e ad .
Chapter 3, Effects of Pcstxc:des -on Aquanc Plants and-Animals;_ whcre the specifics are
dxscussed 1have two ma;or concerns thh the CALFED plan as wmten

.t

i

“There are few actions detalled in'the plan that would actually reduce dxscharges bf

pesticides to surface waters. In particular, there is a glaring omission frém the pioposed
stratégies for dealing with pesticide runoff. Most of the attention is given to keeping -

pesticides on the farms where they are apphcd when reducing t toral pesticide use is the

stratcgy that is guarantced to'be succcssful in- decreasmg runoff to surface .

" waters—reducing pesticide use should be the primary goal. ‘For this to bea successful

approach, support.and i incentives must be pronded to Browers to switch from their .

- chemical dependency to, more sustainable methods of farming. As.many California
farmers already know, least-toxic pest managemcnt does work. The CAEFED plan -

should pay more than lip service to sustainable agriculture practices, giving these - .
approaches prlonty for funding and. actlon Rcducmg chemxcal mputs should be thc .

* ccntral “best management pracucc

e

Past expcncncc haw shown that relymg on voluntary dctionof growers- \mll rcsult inno
change to management pracuces Change will only take place if pesticide runoff info
stirface waters is regulated and ‘violators of the rcgulanons are finéd. The Rice Hcrbxcndc
Program that was set up by the Department of Pesticide Regulauon in 1984 isa‘:

sréasonably successful example of how regulatory ‘action résulted in a dramatic decreace

ini agricultural pesticidé runoff into surface waters (see page 61 in the attachcd report). -
Voluntary action from growers was ‘requested first, to no avail. Tris time to Jearn from -
past experience. 'Regulatory acuon will be ncccssary 10 change grower habxts. .
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