
~ September24, 1999

Lester Snow, Executive DirectorButte CalFed Bay/Delta Program
Environmental. 1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155Countil Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Executive Director Snow:

Please enter these co~ents into the form~ record fo~ your D~fl Prog~atic
Environmental Impact Repo~ and Statement.

If CaiFed does not address ~e past, p~sent, ~d plann~ activities on our l~d,
California will �ontin~ to live on a water credit card, c~een~g ~ward envimn-
ment~ m~d economic baah~ptcy. Massive co~orat~ f~s ~d urban sprawl have
d~vastated the landsca~ of this state.

Morn outrag~us and costly dams and �onv¢yance systems ~ not ~� solution go
inesponsible economic policy and l~d use planning. Wc must revisit ~e foolish
subsidies to co.orate agricul~re, that found it could f~m in a deseR by dev~tat-
ing their own aquifer, suc~ng the San Joaquin River d~, ~d then dem~d~g more
water from the ~lta and north. We must also dem~d ~e end to urban sprawl in
this state, to help stop the addictive belief in fl:¢ unlisted availability of natural
reso~r~s. An example of ~e behavior springing from ths addiction is found in
nearby Ch~mich~l, where ~sident use an average of 293 gallons of water per day
compm’od to th~ 120 gallons used by the average American (Sacra~mo Bcc 5/1~

And ~e suggestion that ~e market will be C~ifornia s~vafion m~es me shudder!
The market does not provide for the health, safety, or welhrp of the public or the
environment. Th~ market provides the greed factor as witnessed by ~e ongoing
building in floo@lains in California, also subsidized by ~c public, and then whin-
ing about flood protoc~on ~o tho federal gowrnment.

I am deeply concerned about the impacts that potential out of basin transfers will
r~xem~ l~edor have On the area of origin environment. We view water transfers as a short-term fix

il~ba ~ai= l’or other mismanaged water projects and land uses with long term consequences to
our native habitat. If water sellers, derek)pets, and agribusiness have their way,
CalFed, in the guise of repairing the Delta, may deface the northstate landscape

0f~e llaaaier with massive water transfers, new dams, reservoirs, and canals subsidized by
|ventJ hordinata taxpa]rer dollars. Water transfers have the potential to destroy the local environment

~la~ su~ti~ and family farms by lowedng ground water radically in areas of origin.
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In addition, CalF,! must:
¯ M.aximize ~nvironn~ntally frien~l.y ways to capture and stor~ wa~er tl~roug~,,vat~rs~ed r~$tomtion.
¯ Requir~ that logging practices and r~idcn~i~! ~ev~op~ not d~gr~ wat~r~he~s, ~n ongo~g problem in

~ifomia, which w~l~ con~inuall~ n~s~it~m r~tomti~n.
s Priodtiz~ ~estoring th~ environment. For ex~pl~, ~tlands act as nam~ sponges, slowly ~h~ng wa~er

b~s ~low ground. C~ifomia has destroyed mor~ ~dands than ~y other s~ in ~h~ nation. Wed~ds
r~tomtion is good for ~ ~nvironment, water supply and water quali~.

s A~owledge ~t "new" water doe~ not exis~ except ~rough w~tershed ~storafion. Water will eitfier be
taken from one environm~t for another or ~laim~d from existing uses.

Thank you for zhe opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Barbara Vlarnis
Exrcutiv~ Director"
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