
PACIFIC
TECHNOLOGY
ASSOCIATES

5~ateBies For A Sustainable Future
Pet8luma, CA

CALFED Bay-Delta Program

ViaFax: 916 654 9780

Comments on DraR Programmatic EIS/R

Dear Sir /Madam:

I mailed ~e orighaal of the attached two-page comment letter
today. I am transmitting this by fax in the event the letter
does not reach your office by the ~lose of business tomorrow,
the time at which the comment period oloses.

Th~k you.

Very truly yours,

~
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PACIFIC
TECHNOLOGY
ASSOCIATES

Slratesies For A Sustainable Future                                                -
Phone 707-769-53’~5

22 September 1999

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 ~inth Street, #1155
Sacramento, CA 9581.4

Re: Comments on Drall Programmatic EIS/R.

Dear Sir/M~dam:

The CAI.]FED Program repRsents ~. sig~ficant advanc~ in Califorrga. water
planning, given t~e great e~o~ to d~elop ~ ~tegrated p~okage o~Progr~
El~ents, each of which represents ~ specific ~t~ ~n~gement strate~. I
understand that th~s work prob~b~ pushes h~d ~g~ns~ ~e bou~da~ o~wh~ is
politically ~easible at t~st~.

The p~eipM co~,nt I wish to make is fl~at reg~dless otcultur~ eonstr~ts, at
some point human dem~ds must come ~to bnlan¢o ~th na~ral li~ts. If we are to
achieve this bal~¢¢ through insdtution~ fore,ought and m~ag~t, it is
imperative thkt th~ totM u~verse ofconstr~nm ~at we face ~ considered, ~or thw
are in play wheth~ or not we choose to acknowledge them. I see the CAL~D
progr~ as a "best sffod" response to one ofth, ~arly w~in~ signs o~hummx
eulmr~ hiaing the wall otresoureo constraints. ~c we on the right course? Is the
effort su~cient? Notwithstanding th~ Iterations ot~P~CEQ~ ~eso are the
questions that must be ~ked as we begin to Mt ¢colo#¢sl resource ~ts.

This big-picture perspective, coupled with ecological accounting work done by
persons such as Mathis Wackemagd, Ph.D.t, makes it dear that industrial societies
inch as ours in California must aim £or ~ order-o£-ma~ud~ reduction o£namral
resource throughput across the hoard it~ are to aehi,w ~stMnability. TMs has
two ~p~eations for C~D: (I) w~ter e~¢ie~W is probably the most impoaant
strate~ ~v~able, and (2) water reeye~g, ~though e~Rmdy a~ractive when
viewed solely ~om a wat~ balance p~peaiw, ~1I prove har~d when ~ causes a

Director oftha Indicators Program at Redefining Progress, ,Van Francisco
b~,rprogress, org), Wackernagel, co-�~a~r of Ecological Foo~int Analysis, shows th~
~erage American requtre~ 27 acre~ of notate to se~lc¢ his or her needs, nearly seven limes

human contraption r~ffres more of nature than is ~ailabl¢ on ~ ind¢fiMte bast& Oltr species
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not increase (or prevents a decrease) in other resource flows (cnersy, chemicals, etc.).

The currently available’water efficiency practices ~e not designed from the perspective of
achi~ing ~ologica[ sust~abifity, a~ thereby leave room ~or improvement. Acoord~y,
CA~ ~ou[d encourage ~d ~und ~ea~ve proj~ts designed w sig~ntly advance the
p~£ormanco o~r~ource ~ciency progr~s. Such projects w~l undoubt~ly ~nd ways to
encompess a much broader sweep ofb~s ~d Jn~nfives t~ used ~oday, so they
deeper ~vestments, and incite ~e ~ to make t~em.

Water r~yclJn~ is Sa[~r~S m~ch momentum, but its darker ~[d¢ is not rev~led by the C~FED
EIS~ To the extent ~sive w~ter recycling systems depend ~pon tur£(unnecess~ when
native landscap]ng may be subs~tut~), and indus,[ process water demands ~r a mark~ for
~pl¢, water recycling probably represents one step fo~d ~d ~o bs~. The problem
arrives when r~ycled water is used Io perp~uate u~s~ uses. T~s is pa~icu[~ly hsrm~l
e~nomic end’e~lo#csl te~s when recy~ed ~ter is delivered ~0 i~dustrial fs~ities t~t hsv~’t
first ~mplemented le~s costly �~[c[en~ ~ov~ts. My person~ ~eri~ce is ~hat eno~ous
water ssv~gs, o~ w~th negative cos~ are possible at indu~ ~aciliti~s because o~
accompan~ng reductions ~n ch~i~l and enerw use. The latter ~e f~r more v~uab]� to ~ndust~
th~ are water and wsstewater savings. ~en recycled wat~ is promoted ahead o£ ~ciency,
the~ ben~ts are lo~. Worse y~, limited do~l~s are invested in ~ast~cture that is a~gn~
contra~ to ~e co,act eco~o~cel direction.

Hav~g said the above, it is appreciated ~hat C~ED pro~des Water Use E~ciency~ecycl~
with ~he largest budget for ~y Protein ~es in its Estimated Stage I ~st budget (39%
~otal $5.2 bfifion budge0. T~s ~gh~ budget needs to be intelligen~y applied, howler.

Thank you fo~ the oppo~un]ty to ~mment.

V~mly yo~tr,,

Eden B. Orrett, M.S.~ P,E,
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