
August 25, 1997

Mr. Lester A. Snow
Executive Director
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for Hamilton Wetlands Restoration Project Category III
Funding

Dear Mr. Snow:

We write to convey our strong support for CALFED Category III
funding for the Hamilton Wetlands Restoration Project (Hamilton). As you
know, we have been strong supporters of a program that will lead to the
successful integration of strong environmental protection of the State’s river
and estuary systems with productive economic activity. It is our belief that
Hamilton can provide one of the best examples of this "win-win" approach to
managing the State’s precious water resources.

Specifically, the project ultimately proposes to restore 2,700 acres of
tidal and seasonal wetlands in northern San Pablo Bay that will directly
benefit CALFED priority species, such as Chinook Salmon and other
migratory fish, as well as provide refuge and food sources for migrating and
indigenous waterfowl. We urge that Hamilton be included in the CALFED
"solution area" because of these direct benefits to CALFED priority species.

In addition, Hamilton can provide a location for the beneficial reuse of
tens of millions of cubic yards of suitable .dredge material that would
otherwise be disposed in the Bay. This beneficial use will help to implement
the interagency Long Term Management Strategy for dredging. It will do so
by providing environmentally beneficial disposal capacity for important Bay
harbor deepening projects such as the Port of Oakland’s proposed deepening
project to -50 feet. Done properly, it can provide a location for the disposal of
current maintenance dredging material that is disposed back in the Bay
estuary. Funding for these projects will provide important leverage for a
CALFED investment in the Hamilton project.
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Finally, to maximize the opportunity to realize these multiple benefits
and permanently preserve thousands of acres of restored wetlands, it is
critical that every appropriate funding agency collaborate in the successful
development of the Hamilton project. Therefore, we urge that the CALFED
program support, in the current funding cycle, the BCDC/Coastal
Conservancy application for Category III funding for the Hamilton Wetlands
Restoration Project.

We thank you for your consideration of this support letter and look
forward to hearing of your determination.

.~. Sincerely yours,

.~ ~qa~n~e~ ~F~e~n s tein                          ~ra Boxer
US Senator                                 US Senator

Member of Congress Member of Congress

George
Member of Congress M~ ;s

Nancy Pelosi/~ ~ Eshoo
Member of Cl~gress Member of Congress

Ellen Tauscher Pete Stark
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Tom Lantos
Member of Congress
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