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de.¢lsions, to ~~xt, nt that th,y considerand the San Francisco Wate, Department,!3NVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
wa~X supply at all, ate b~ed on normal,canSalover water to a.~.~torat~ th~ worst Because water supply and growth are
year supplies. A.s a result, development isdrought htlpacts. Th~ state atad f&detal,~o inmflinktM, th~ ~.~.~e, ssment of hnl~acl~
t~eeiy encouraged Up tO the IMxit of nor-water projects could provide ~etr cus-from decisiom about supply or g~owth
totd-ye~ar supplies, =d then when atomers with si~]ar oppofttmities. Suchshoutd rif~hffu!ly be interlinked as welt.
drougt~t occurs the~ ~S not enough waXer~ an approac~ is technically straightfor-Dovdopment decisions should tak~ ac-
id go around.. If a new stipply is then ac-w~d; the only ~bstael~s are institutional,coutat of the et~L~otmaental imp,~ets o~
quired wit~ the usual ctmraamst~¢s-- Finally, water tra~sters fro~ ~ar~s tocuring the additional wate~ t~eeded for
providing considerably l~ss water iacities could bo ~tructured to provide onlydevelopment. Decisions to increase wa-
drought years tlaan in normM years~tlaed~ughvyear water, wltla bet~eflts to bothter supplies beyond those n~ded for
cycle ofoverdevelopment ha,vitably tel-parties. With long-terln "contingencyistMg customers should t~e account of
lowed by drouglat crisis begins anew. contract~,’~ w~te~" ~:~Uld L~ trat~sfer~ed ua-theimpacts of the developmet~t that addi-

From awatert~aoag~r’spoimofview,der specified drought conditions at a tional supplies will support,
tide ideal supply mix provides just as In this css, too, agencies on either
nxueh watexia drought years aS i~ notTnal of the picture have respo~slbilities to
years, For a ~ystem that already suitors each other. Water agencies must infofra
from a lack o~ drought-year water, an cities ~d coutitl~ of the environmenM
additional supply mat provides more wa- Integrating ~paas or securing new supplies, i.e., the
ter dmCmg drought years, or that provides considerable add welI-documented im-
water only dufi~tg drought.years, wouM ~,,ater SUplPIy planning pact~ of clamming rlvef$" arid divemng
be evet~ better. Seine n,w approaches to with development flows, as well as the subtler ~mpacts ~at
water supply t~ave 0de potential to meet planning would enhance atay ~ult flora groundwater storage,
these ideals, the

. .., water transfer, teclaf~atiou,
opportumtte$ for tio~ at~d oth~r ~upply projects, Cities enidMany reclamation a~d most desalina-

tj,0,~ projects, for example, will ~ovide @ positive growth and counties should consider ~es¢ it~apaetS in

much water in dry yeoxs as in wet. Tlae~e reduce the obvious risk of fl~eir decisions aleut d~vdopment
Cities and counties in turt~ should pro-are ~sotatially treatmet~t tprocesses for s~.ttllng a large vide wat¢r agencie~ with info~maiiou viivarious tyFe, s of nonpotabl~ water, antl in

mo,t cases the supply of nonpotabl¢ wa- population on Madequate the impacts of growth ~at proposed ~up-
l~ly projet~ts w~ll support or haduee, Thetog v~tly exceeth th~ likely plallt capact- ¢’esources, ultimat, goal should lx inform~¯ . ties irl both normal and drought years.., lrn contrast, keeping munity decisions about both dovdop.re, redoaaatto~ p, ojec~ built to

¯ e full. normal.year flow of wastewater, water and development meat and ~ Support£’~g infrastructure,
with full awa.~ne.ss o~ ~ r~$ulfingtheft ~I be Somo dfougI~t-~e..at’ d~Jlht~ plans disconnected pacts......... itf6ut~ut, but even then the reduction is makeslik~Iy to t6 l~a than th~ reduction in the ’IHE REWARDS OF DOING IT RIGHT

~ar2¢ water source, disproportionate
Growth i~ inherently neither good taotStorage pfqje~t~ could b.~¢ constructed growth more

bad. Growth caxa etxhance commurdt~and operated to provide water tnM.tlly or likely, llfo., c, reat, me~nhagful work, ~upport andsoloIy for drought ~e2u’s. O~ y~aticular !~ s~nsifive to envirolxtllelltal v~lues, andpromis~ are proj~ts involving the true decreas~ theeo~tjtincfivo u~o of groundwater ba~a~---. ~1~
tweetl groups. Butgrowth ca~ alsousing available flows to rechargo ruff’died rod.no stable aeLghborhoods and commu-basizn during normal a~cl wet years, then nities, get~erate hazodds attd destroywithdrawing the water for use during e~vironmentS, and itltemify economicdroughts. Theoretic,ally, surface rca~r-

volts could bo operated in the same way,price agreed to ixl advance. Such affan~e- hat�grating water su~ply l~lanning¯ but ~xi~.rieta¢~ $ugge.$t8 that roa~n, OiXment~ would provide an assured supplywith development planning would en-water is likely to b~ raided for use i~ not-of water to ci~ies at the times they needhance the opportunities for positivereal years to support n~w dev~lopm~nt,it nX0St, and provide a cash boost to farts-growth and reduce th¢ obvious risk of
A variation 0o this approach is for wa-ors itt j~rtrgiaal years without thfeatetaingsetflMg a large population on inadequate

¯ t~r whol,s~l~s to make t~elf unused res-~ supply it.~ tibet years. ’l’tiis tyI~ ofresources. Ill col~t~ast, ke~phlg water and
ewoir capacity in dr,)’ years availabl¢ totransfer would support farm.ing’s st~rvivaldevelopment plans disconnected makes
customers who lack ~tofag~ but who wishin th~ long rum Althougla most tinm-to-damagitag, d~sproportionate growth more
to hold over water in cas~ *e followingcity tranffefs have been vehement!y op-likely. This will hardly matter to those
year is eve~ drle, r. In the r.~.eem droughtpo~ed by fara’t groups, t~i~ approach h~dvvelvp~r~ ~e~klng gOdWill at any cost.
several Ioc~d agencies that owned ~uffi-b~u endorsed b~’ the California Associa-But to public officials, it ought to matter
cleat stor,-~e capacity, such as EBMI IDlion of Family Fart~er~. qnito a lot.
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