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Notice ofPrep~afion ~OP) ~d Notice of Scopi~ M~fings for fl~e Folsom Soufla
C~al (FSC) Com~fion ~jeet Env~~l Im~t Re~ (EIR)

D~ Ms. Mo~son:

~ yon for ~e op~ni~ to e~t on ~e ~ve ~f~n~ NOP. My copy of ~e NOP
w~ ofi~y ~t to S~y de ~k~ of ~e ~t ~y C~o~ Native PIll ~iow (CNPS)
Chapt~, md ~e w~ ~nd ~ou~ m fo~v~d it m me ~ ~ ~j~t is ~ ~e ~m~es of
¯ e Sa~to V~ey Chapt~. Pl~e ~&ess fll ~ d~~fion ~d ~es~ndm~ to
my~lf at ~ ~v~ address. I l~k fo~d to re~e~ ~o ~a~ E~~! ~paet Ro~a
(DE~) for ~s ~jeet when it is e~enlat~.

~ ~ifo~a Native Plmt ~i~ h~ flso jmt publish~ ~ ~k ~ ~e v~o~fion
of California ~1~ A Manual ofCal~omia Vegetagon (Sa~ ~d K~I~-WolK 1~6) ~ieh is

el~sifi~fions ~ ~e DEIR ~ ~ey ~ll mo~ likely ~me ~e new ~dards for de~bing
C~fomia’s pl~t ¢omm~ifies.

~e Cflifo~a Native Plmt S~ieW is ~y ~~ ~ ~e dos~efion of C~ifo~a’s
wefl~ds. We suggest ~at ~e pi~l~e flight be desi~ ~o avoid wefl~ds ~ ~e FSC
Co~fion ~d LAR s~dy ~s wh~ev~ ~ssible. ~e ~o~ ali~m~t ~elud~ in
NOP, ~fifled NOP ~t~afiye Regioml View, ~v~s ~s of Sa~to ~un~ ~at ~II
~nmin ox~fional v~al ~i re~u~es. F~ ~s r~ ~e ~g~ ~elusi~ of ~e Fol~m Sou~
C~ ~m~fion proj~t fl~ave ~leefion, p~ess ~ ~e Sa~to V~ P~e~md
H~i~t Cons~afion Plan ~ing d~velo~ for Sae~to Count. A eon~et for i~o~afion on
¯ e smms of ~e Habitat ~ns~afion Plm is George CI~ ~ifo~a Native Pl~t S~ieW
Presiden~ ~o may ~ r~ at (916) 988~919.
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As part of DEIR preparation, rare plant surveys should be conducted at the appropriate time ofI
year to coincide with the blooming periods of rare plants po~ntially occurring within the project
area. Table 1 in Attachment A of the NOP is an excellent_reference as it seems that Californiā
Native Plant Society’s fnventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants (CNPS Inventory)
(Skinner and Pavlik, 1994) was used as a source for the Table. Was the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service also contacted regarding the project? The letter they provide regarding potential

of federally listed species and candidates the proposed pipeline alignment should alsooceurl’ence

be cited as a reference for Table I. In addition, rare plant surveys should be conducted as outlined
in the CNPS In~.,entory, page 29, Guidelines for Assessing Effects of Proposed Developments on
Rare Plants and Plant Communities (Skinner and Pavlik, 1994). Any rare plant populations that
are discovered should be reported to the Department of Fish and Game’s Natural Diversity Data
Base and should be avoided by project activities wherever feasible.

Specific cornments on the NOP follo~v:

* The last sentence of para_m’aph 1, page 28, suggests that special s.tatus plants are "protected"
by the CNPS. -Actually, we provide a list of rare species which in turn is used as the scientific
basis for protection under CEQA, and serves as a tool for state and federal agencies in the
CESA and ESA listing processes. ¯

o Thank you for including the statement "’If known populations cat-mot be avoided, stringent|
mitigation measures would be implemented." This is located on page 29, in paragraph 1.
Following that statement is a list of potential mitigations that includes the mitigation outside
the study area. We suggest, where appropriate, that mitigation should be performed on-site.̄
For example, if the pipeline alignment would bisect a vernal poet, the soil profile could be
carefully removed, layer by layer, and replaced in its original configuration to re-create the
original vernal pool. While this scenario is certainly inferior to avoidance, it would be
preferable to removing the genetic material from the destroyed vernal pool Io an off-site
location.

¯ The above comment regarding on-site mitigation also applies to lhe second paragraph on page
29.

: ¯ CNPS is concerned with alteration of flows below Nimbus Dam that might impact the riparian

of flow alteration to the riparian vegetation below Nimbus Dam. ¯
¯ Several rare plants of the Della region are listed in Table I. Please include an analysis of the

potential impacts to rare plants in the Delta region as a result ofthe proposed project.

!
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It is stated that "’overall.impact to these environments as a result of lhe project would be
minor" in reference to wetlands, riparian areas and vernal pools (page 31, paragraph VII(d)).
This seems a premature conclusion given the fact that all of the above listed wetlands
(wetlands, riparian areas and vernal pools) could have the potential to be deslroyed by project
activities.

¯ Please provide a quantification of the impacts to these wetland types and an analysis of their
functions and values in the DEIR.
The National Wetland Inventory (NWI) is cited as a source for wetland location data along the
vicinity.of the existing canal and the proposed pipeline route (pages 33 and 34, last and In:st
para£raphs respectively). While the NV~q maps offer a general accounting of wetlands
potehlially within a given their is sporadic and the informationpresenl area, cov~e
¯ contain~l on them is usually s~v~r~l years old. Reasonably current ~nformation is available on
the locations of vernal pools ~n that arca o~" Sacramcn~o County. T~ ~fform~on would be
available ~om pa~1~cipan~ ~n the Habitat Cou~tion Pla~ effor~ referenced al~ve. In
addition~ color a~-~al photos flo~m dudn~ th~ wet ~so~ ar~ an excellent resourc~ and should

Wl~t is meant by "unavoidable t~nporary imp~cLs" to wetlands (pa~e 34~ p~ra~aph I)?
Does 1~s mean cons~’uc~on durin~ th~ dry. season?

~ you o~ce ~ai~ for the oppormr~ty to commeat on ~i~s NOP. I~ you have any ques~ons
the~ call a~ 451-9920.concerning please me (916)
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Ramona Robison
Conservation Chair
Sacramento Valley Chapter

ce: George Clark, CNPS President
Eva Butler, CNPS, Sacrnmento Valley Chapter President
David Ma_maey, CNPS, State Vice President of Conservation
Sally de Becket, CNPS, East Bay Chapter President
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