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PREFACE -

This-studv of the Sacramedto-San'Joaquin Delta is an
attempt to apply geoéraphical principles.to the settlement
of a delta area in a highly advanced»technological society.
"This is one of the first delta areas of the world to be
developed with modern machinery and reclamation methods
1nstead of'under the primitive methods which have been
applied to other deltas of the world. Among the delta's

serious physical handicaps to permanent settlement and agri-

. cultural productivity were river and tidal floods, levee and .

.soil subsidence, salt-water 1noursion, and wind erosion.
" Periodically the attempted corrective measures in engineer-
ing and legislation have aodeo to the pnysical problems.
.The nature of the delta as it appears today is the
- product of changes wrought by physical and ‘cultural agencies
chierly in the past century. To unoerstand the problems of
settlement of this delta under modern conuitions one must
analyze the physical settins as well as the many human activ-

ities which have been essential in winning the delta area for

agridultﬁral‘production. Reminders of this cultural imprint

are most evident in the levees, the land cover, local relief,
eoils, and the outiine of islands and channels. The Sacra-
mento-San Joaquin.Delta does not £it the usual deltaic

111

ramento and San Joaquin rivers enter two of the corners of

the triangle and form many dilstributaries which are confined

'71n a -single drainage'channel to Sulsun Bay and subsequently

into San Pablo and San Francisco bays and ‘eventually through-
the Golden Gate Channel into the Pacific. Ocean, _
Although the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta 1s unique .

among world deltaic regions, there are physical simiiarities:

with the Fens of east coastal England and the reclaimed North_

Sea fringes of the West European Plain. The paper is offered
as a basis for comparative study of the settlement geography

of other deltas.

The .research on the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta began .

in the spring of 1955. Intensive field work was performed

* during that summer and frequent visits in all seasons con-=.

tinued to the present. In addition to field observation and
1nterrogation, research in primary materials was_copdueted_
in the Bancroft Lihrary and ‘General Library of the University
of California, the California State Library at Sacramento,
the College of the Pacific Library, the Stanford University
Library; and the Sacramento, San Francisco, and Stockton eity
libraries. Unpublished material -of coneiderabie value to
this study was made available also by such United States
agencies as the Bureau of Reclamation and the Bureau of Land

.Management 1n Sacramento, the District COdrt in San Fran-

cisco, and the Soil Conservation Service. The Division of

Water Resources, the Reclamation Board, the University of

v
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