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Planning Update
PLANNING UPDATE #3 -~CTOBER

GREETINGS ! WHERE ARE WE ?
Tiffs is the third in a series of updates from the As a result of the open houses and written
U. S, Fish and Wildlife Service regarding the comments received during the comment periods,
planning status for the proposed North Delta the following issues and concerns have been
National Wildlife gefug~ (NWR) in the northern identified: impacts to agriculture, levee
S~maentu-Sau Joaqula D~lta. Updatt: 3 is maintenam;e, an6 floodwater
being sent to landowners in the planning ~rea, prot~.ctioa and r~.~tora,tiot’ of-,atlands’, ~ncreased
gove~ent agencies, panic org~izatioas, and fisheries habtt~t m the Deita~ compatible public
other interested individuals, use: and landowner peppery fights. Several

adjoining lanOowners also expressed an
T~s updg¢ summarizes the is~.
and questions that were r~ord~d during the in being included within ~h¢ s~y area gor
March 4th ~d July 28th public open houses and proposed re~g¢. Oudng our July 2gth open
wdtt~n ¢ommen~ re~ived during the ~xt~nded house, w~ presented a n~w map sho~ng an
comment pe~ods. Bas~ upon the ~o~ents expande~ study ~rea, We a~ preseatty

evaluating t~s study area and detailing th~received, the Semite is presently ev~uafing the wit~ltf¢ vatues.scope ot’the proposed project area.

wHg~ Wg’~ BEEN T~gh the pubic co~em process, you have

We would like to tha~ thos~ who took the time helped us identi~ four pr~li~a~ alternatives.
The~ four alte~a~ives, in addition to theto a~tsnd the March 4th and ~uly 28th public required "No Action" alternative, represent the

upon houses, We hav~ a batter tmderst~ding of p~blic d~sir~s an~ concerns for the ~stablishm~ngyour conc~s and d~sir~s, and w~ hop~ you
have a better und¢~tanding of our proposa! and oft~s r~g~ as wel! as providing a reachable

approach for the S~io¢ in ~sosslng
the planning process. Th~ questions, cements, proposed r~ge. Our pr~i~na~ alternativesand i~sues identified varied from ~ll ¢~ppo~ for
the proposed re~g¢ to conce~ for th~ effec~ th~

are briefly d~scribed below. W~ would

re~ge would have on landowners and
appreciate your re.back for cor~id~ti~ it-~

agri~ltu~l operatio~ in this pa~ of the D~lta,
preparing our anviror~antal assessment.

There ware also several cements concerning P~L~ARY ALTE~ATiVES
the proposed r¢~g¢ and it~ co.action with the
C~FED program For more d~tailed AIternatlve I - Estahli~h ~7,000 - acr~ Norlh
in~rmation, see t~� C~FED Issuos section of Delta NWR Bouada~this Update, W~ also provided a summa~ of ~ternativc I is appro~m~t~y 47,000 acres
some of the more common questions and size and is the largest of the r¢~g¢ bounda~
aa~wer~ regarding ¢oas~tioa planing and proposals. ~ternativ¢ ~ would protect a iacg~
wildli~ habitat protection through the land contiguous block of habitat stetting ~om the
~cquisifion process at t~¢ July 28t~ op¢~ ho~, south¢~ boundary of the Vole Barn Wildlife

0--058584
C-058584



CENTRRL DISTRICT ID:227-7600 DEC 11’98    [0:58 No.O02 P.02

where it mcrts the confluences of C=tche Slough, Service, and other Federal and State agencies, is
Sacr~ento River ~d Steamboat Slough (s,e also actively acquire ~s~ments witch t~s
figure 1). Alternative [ wouM providethe ar~. Habitat protection in both fee and
So,ice with the sreatest oppom~nity For habitat easement ~cquisitions witch this cooperative
protection in both fee title and conse~tion are~ will also ~sist in meeting the long-term
e~ement. It would ~her ~ombin~ th. goals ofobjectives of the Cen~M Valley ~bitat Joint
other resource management programs within this Venture Pmgr~.
~en imo one effo~, Appro~tely 39,000
acres of t~s area is a$rieultueally developed. Alternative 4 - Establish 14,000 - acre North
The area also includes approximmely 4,500 acresDelta NWR Bounda~
of seasonally flood~ and tidMly i~uen~d Mternative 4 is appro~mately 14,000 acres
wetlands. 500 acres of $h~ fly.he aquati, si~. This alternative would primarily focus the
habitat, and 500 acres of ripad~ habitat, There Semite’s h~itat protection �~ns nt the
is an addition~ l,S00 aero~ of~0v~, dlke~, and ~outhem end oFthe Yoio B~lss. These lands
roads t~ou~out this area. provide the ~siest oppo~u~ty for conversion to

tidagy ~u¢noed w=lands (s~ ~ro 4).
Alternative 2 - Establish 7,800, ac~ North Appro~mately I 1,000 acr~ o£ this area is
Delta ~R Boanda~ presently in agficuimrai devdopmem, The
~ternativ= 2 is approximately 7,800 acres in remai~n$ ~reage suppers privately 6wried
size. This alt~nativ¢ includes the i~tial t~e¢ seasonM duck clubs, tidally ~uenced wetlands,
parcels of Prosper. Li~le Holland and Li~y as well as eMsting levis and roads.
Island, that the Semite originally propos~ £or
the r~hg¢ (s�� figure 2). it ~1 also allow for KEY ~AS OF ~NAGEMENT FOCUS
the ~mpletion o£ pres~tly proposed rostocatlon " The pHma~ manasement £ocus for the
. and acquisition needs by the Semite ~d other re~ge is ~ldlifo and habitat protection and
Federal and Stat~ agencies in this pa~ oFthe management. The Se~ice is committed
Delta. Approximately 5,000 acres of Libe~y providing hlgh-quality, sde, and accessibl,
Islam is presently in agricultura! development, wildlife-dependent imerpr,tive, recreational, and
The remaining acr~ag~ i~ tidally ~u,n¢ed educational oppo~unities at the r=hge
wetlands with ~sociated riparian habitat~ There the capabiliti~ of available staff and budget.
is appro~mately 300 acres in lewes and ro~s
within tMs proposed refftge bounda~. Yo~ input ~ll be considered to help develop

the re~g~ m~ement plan, The documents
Alternative 3 - Establish 33,000 - acre North listed in the nora sootloa, is a sta~iag point for
Delta ~R Bounda~ discussing m~ag~ment of
Alternative 3 is appro~mately 33,000 acres in the proposed Noah Delta
slzo. Th¢ ~oposed a~a in¢o~orges exi~ing
easements witch the present Noah Central
Vatley Wildlit~ Management men (see ~re. 3), WBAT’S N~XT?
Approximately 26,000 acres ogtMs ~ea is The next step in the
agrieultura!ly developed. Ther~ is appro~mately pla~ing process is the
3,500 acres og seasonally flooded, tidally preparation of an
influenc~ wetlands. The Se~ic~, in environmental assezsm, nt.
cooperation with Calitb~a Department of Fish A land pro~eotlon plan is
and Game, the Natural Resources Conse~atlon also being prepared.
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A draft environmental assessment is scheduled subject to change, We will inform you nf any
for release in December of 1998, The Service changes in these dates or meetings as soon as
will make copies available to those who request possible.
one. A 30-day comment period will follow the
release of the draft assessment, During the
comment period, ~t public meedng will be held to PROPOSED PLANNING SCHEDULE
provide you with an opportunity to comment on
the plan. [f you oannot attend the public Planm.g Step Completwn Date
meeting, written comments will be accepted 1" Public Open House 3/4/98
during the 30.day comment period.

2"a Public Open House 7:28/98
FWS PLANNING DOCUMENTS
An environmental assessment is rvquil¢d Draft Environmental Assess-

ment (I~A) mad Land Protection Planwhenever the Service proposes.*.o establish a relea=~i, 12/98national wildlife refuge. The assessment will
analyze alternative propnsal~ for the prnt.eetion Public Mecth~g 1/99
of wildtit~ and habitat in the proposed refuge and
the putentinl efl’u~ts o~" those alternatives. Comment p~riod ends on EA]LPP 1199

A conceptual management plan will present an Final EA a~d LPP released 2/99
overview of propogm:! m~m~ement approaches
to wildlife and habitats, public uses and wildlife, Public Notice of Decision 2/99
dependent recreational activities, and ptJblic
outreach for the lands and waters within the
proposed refuge. CALFED ISSUE

During the public meetin~;~ ~ well ~s throu/gh
A land protection plan will also be prepared and written comments, a concern was raised about
will be attached to the environmental our proposal to establish this re~ge and any
assessment. The land protection plan wi!! connection with the CALFED program. The
identify habitat protection priorities for each area Service’s authority for proposing the
of’the proposed refuge, establishment of" a national wildlife refuge is

provided under several laws and acts such as the
PUBLIC MEETEqG Fish and Wildlife Act, Endangered Species Act,
Prior to the completion of the environmental Migratory Bird. Conservation Act. and the
assessment, another public meeting will be held, Refuge Recreation Act, Although the CALFED
The Service will prepare another planning program and the Service’s refuge progrnm sh=tr¢
update. We will announce the meeting date and many of the same goals and objeetlves, we have
place as soon as the draft environmental determined that there is no connection between
assessment is available for review, the CALFED program and our authority to

establish refuges, The Service, in proposing to
PLANNING SCHIgDULIg establisl~ a refuge, is mand~t©d to comply with
The planning schedule shown below identifies the requirements of the National Environmental
those actions which have already occurred as Policy Act (NEPA). The legislation authorizing
welt a~ ~,~ture activities. Thoge date¢ ~hown for the. CA!.FF, D prngrn.m also provided the
thture actions are anticipated dates and are Secretary of the Interior, under prescribed
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circumstances, with the discretion to implement agricultural lands provide nesting, resting, and "
actions funded through CALFED prior to feeding areas for ducks, geese, swans, cranes.
completion of the CALFED EiR!I~IS, provided other waterbirds, and nootropical songbirds.
the Federal agencies comply with the. The proposed refuge would also provide
requirements of Nl~PA. In our efforts tO comply important habitat for seven special status species
with these requirements, we must assess the that occur in the Delta.
effects that our proposed project may have on
other programs or actions o£ a similar nature in WItO TO CONTACT
the same area. A portion of this proposal Ifyou have questions or would like information,
project will be funded through the CALFI~D please feel fr~ to cal! or write us:
program. The completion of’ our environmental
assessment will provide the necessary Information on Proposed North Delta NWR
doouracntation required by NEPA. Planning Process

John C~stellano, .Wildlife Biologist
DIVERSE HABITATS SUPPORT A Sacramento Realty’Field Office
VARIETY OF WII,D!,IFE U.S Fi,h and Wildlife Service
The purpose of the proposed refuge is to restore 2233 Watt Avenue, Suite 375
a variety of Delta habitats, inc, ludlng tidally- Sacramento, CA 95825-0509
influenced wetlands, to benefit many fish and (916) 979-2085
wildlife species. Because of their strategic
location in the Vole Rypagg. re,qtoration of these Information on Proposed North Delta NWR
lands will substantially improve the conveyance Management
t~f flvudwat~ s. ttlrvugh the North Delta. Tom Harvey, R.e~ge Manager
Before the regulation, of flows and the Beatrix Treit~rer, Asst. Refuge Manager
channelization of’ rivers, the Delta was Stone Lakes National Wildlife P, efug~
characterized by sluggish river charm�Is, oxbow 2233 Watt Awnue, Suite 230
and floodplain lakes, swamps, and sloughs. The Sacramento, CA 95825-0509
region’s dense rules, willows, and cottonwoods (916) 979-201~5
supported more than 230 species of birds and
mammals Information on Proposed North Delta NWR

Land Acquisition
Traditionally, these lands were converted from Karen Bierley, Realty Specialist
marshlands to farmlands, which has le~ most or" Sacramento Realty Field Office
the loamy peat soil~ below sea level. In recent U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
years, the levees surrounding the islands have 2233 Watt Avenue, Suite 375
either born brct~¢hed or overtopped by water, Sacramento, CA 95825-0509

(9!6) 979-2085
Today, a diverse array of habitats lie within the
proposed study area: open water, tidal emergent
marsh, riparian forest, seasonal wetlands.
uplands, and agricultural lands, The Delta
supports over 45 species offish and its tidally.
influenced wetlands provide rearing and resting **Please call to be placed on our rankling list or
habitat fhr winter-run Chinook salmon. Delta to mlmrt a change in your mailing address.
smelt, and Sacramento splittail. The uplands and
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Alternative 1 - (47,000 Acres)
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Alternative 2.- (7,800 Acres)
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Alternatlva 3 - (33,000 Acres)
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Allernativo 4 - (14,000 Aores)
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