Tha fissociated Frass

SACRAMENTO — Meny of the old

Ideas that failed to solve California's
water wars sound a lot like ths new
possibilities announced Thresday by
Bovertunent and waier interests,

A coalition has been seeking com-
promises to improve the Fealth of ihe
Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta
and San Francisco Bay, while ensur-
ing water for favns, citles and the
environment. It unveiled three allerna-
tives thet range in cost from abeut $4
billion te nearly $8 billion. 4

The most ambitiony and costly
alicrnaiive is reminiscent of 2 plan to
brild a Peripheral Canal around the
delta, an idea rejected by voters in
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‘Coalition unveils costlywaterplan
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The naw proposal Involves what
the coalilion ecalls an “isolated con.
veyance facility” that would be bujlt
around the delta to cany water sonth
to farmis and cifies. It might be a rian-
made caval or an undergreind pipe-
line, according t the eoalition.

“The only thing in conunon (with
the Peripheral Canal) {3 that it wonld
move water in an isolated fashion
aroundt the delta,” said Leser Snow,
vxecutive director of the coaiition,
called the CalFed Bay-Delta Program.

The major difference, he said is
that the newly considered channel or
pipe would carry no more than 16,000
cubic feet per second, which i Jess

than the 22,000 cfs foreseen for the
Peripheral Canat,

The other two alternatives seem
famiiar as well; impmyving existing
delta channels or improving storage
outside the delta. But with both these
altematives, delta fish wonld still be
expused ¢ hazards as pumps with-

* draw wate: to export, according to

tho cenlition,

Eveu if the frrmers, dities, anviron-
mentalists and governiaent agencies
in the coalition all uliimately sgree cn
one of the three aliernatives, i woukd
siill need to be fondedl. -

Praposition 204, a 3985 million
water bond issue on the November-
ballot, would oniy be g downpaymert

on neaded funds accarding to the
coalition. Representatives said they
are uncertaln exactly how to ralse tha
rest of the money. .
The delln, the state’s largest sopfce
of fresh water, lics at the heart of the
Califoraia water systen, "
River water from the snowy north
and east is channeled through thp
delta’s innze of stonghs and fumped
into canals to supply farms and cifies
to the sauth. ) )
The deita, whica drains into Sag
Francizsce Duy, sapplies drinking
water to 20 million people and irri-
Bates more than 4 million acres that
prodoce much of the nation's frult, zd
vegetables,
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