
la~uary 27, "1998

Mr. Rick Wo~dard
CalFed Water Qualtty program
1416 9th Street, Room 11.48

,~.sa’.,.~ ~;’,,~’ Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:    CalFed Parameter Asses.~ment "l’~am liatin8 process c~,mments

Dear Mr. Wood~rd:

The C~lffornl~ Rice lhdustry Association appredales your efh~rls in c~nlhuflng
1.;,, ,~/~/,~.,,~ ~,~ t., include us in iht’ tmgoing wa~r q~li~ discussions related to the C’~IFcd pr~wt~.

Wt" hopo you will find our ~~ u~ful in m~g the ultin~te goal~ ~,~ the
program.

The GolFed Water Quali~y Te~M¢d Group and i~ ~ub-group o~ teclmical
advisors, the Param~’tcr ~s~ssment Team (PAT), have devoted much time
recently ~o discus~}ng the proc~s of listing water qunlRy "parameters M
cv~rn." Ove.r the p~t ye~, wc hsvc-sugg~t~ tl~t ~r~t care be ust’d to
thal CalFed listings of water bodies and ¢on~ants of concern do nnl
~yond the federal Clean W~t~ A¢~s S¢cficm B03(d) liar, nor b~’y¢~ud

;~~~ ,,utlincd ~ ~c C~n~al Valley Region,, Wa~r ~ali~ Cont~ fl l;ua,’d’s l,a~i
Plaa. We also have advocated ~a~ a~roccss be included to ens~,n v tlmt a~,the .
Basin Plan and 303(d) li~t~ are upaated, corr~ponding CoiFed doeum~ nt~ b~
revised to ~in ¢~istant, In ~her wurds, any ~vd rap(wt[ng ~[
contaminan~ or num~{¢ ~azge~ should shrew a direc~ link to the
agency that created that ~/or~ion, and a direct link tu the site i~x qu,tstkm.
There should not be a separate h~ of "CMFcd numbera."

Supporting ~his cDnccpt is the Re,ohM Water Quality Ccmh-ol B~mrd’s J;muary
23,1998 dcci~;ion to remove ca~ofuran horn the 303(d) list, where it had been
identified as Impairing a 30-~e se~on of the Sacramento I~vc~’. Only n
ago, the Parameter K~essm~I Te~m declintd to make the same dc¢ishm. It
~e~ dear to us now fl~at ca~bo~u~ ~hould not be designated by ( :nllO~! ~, bu
a parameter of concern in the Sa~men~ River or Dell, and wc pr¢~pose lhat

~rbo{uran now be removed horn ~e CoiFed di~ussio~ tff ~olcnti~lparag~rtcr~
co~ce~. "

Mr}re attrition ~ ~he deiall~ of ffds process of lis~ng parameters ~ff cm~c~’rn
critical. W~ question wh~er CalFed shnuld adw~ca i~ work ahead ,I ~thcr
agencies who regul;~t~ wuK~ qualiW. ~e U.S. ~iru~cntal l’n ~tvcti~n Agency
has a king r~cord o~ ba~tng tts action on a vast ~cope of literature, whhq~
vary w~dely tn sdcntific-quali~y and relevante to s~t¢~s~h¢ pnA}lcms, h~ shorL
once ~ w~tcr beady goes on r~ord as Impaired, or a chemical cunsthuent ]s H~h,d
a:; causing ~ha~ Impairment, or a numeric ~ectlve set, R cm~ ~c~ ~fff a procvs~
leading t~ more regulativn, no matter wJ~at the orlglnal in~ention.
these c/forta can be an extr~ely difficult and ex~n~vv task.

To su~arize, we bellave thi~t ~hv PA 1" shcmld ~ guided by the folk,wi,K during
its
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