Yvette Sack

9471 Denholm Court

Elk Grove, CA 95758 RECEIVED
August 7, 2000 AUG 11 2008
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director CALFED Bay-Deita Program
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
I reside in Sacramento County and my family has property in Mendocino County, [ am d

about the Cal-Fed Final Programmatic EIS/EIR and I ask two things:

1. Extend the period to look through the document and provide comments. [ cannot
adequately review the thousands of pages in the time allowed.

2. Hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects on us. The public needs to
‘have an opportunity to understand and discuss this document. Even though you may not believe
you are obligated to tell us how the plan will affect us, it’s the right thing to do.

Comments: [ believe that by trying to protect the environment, the Cal-Fed plan could actually
harm it. Taking thousands of aczes of land out of production will dramatically change the face of

California agriculture. It will have a huge impact on the envi and local ies. When
the land in private ownership stops providing food, a tax base and wildlife habitat, what happens
to that land?

The farm environment where wildlife has gathered will be forever changed. Those crops won't be
grown. Many specics now occupy the acres of farmland Cal-Fed proposes to take out of
production. The wildlife is present because of the habitat provided by farmers and ranchers.
History shows that the government has not done a good job of protecting and repopulating these

species. Cooperative with land have worked better.
The Cal-Fed pian is flawed. T am dxsappomn:d that Cal-Fed and its agencies turned a deaf ear to
the more than 1,000 of Jture who ded your 16 hearings last year. Of the
800 people who spoke most were farmers, ranchers, their familics and neighbors. They are

of the t, ing land and water that produce food, wildlife and oxygen.
Smccrcly,

} A

/ vette Sack

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Senator Barbara Boxer Govemor Gray Davis

Congressman Robert Matsui  State Sen. Patrick Johnston Rep. Anthony Pescetti
Sacramento Board of Supervisors

Therefore, the San Joaqum Farm Bureau Federation is requesting additional time to

the new env d and believes that CalFed should include the
public in its final decision by holding public hearings to explain how the plan has changed
and how it will affect California. The San Joaquin Farm Burean Federation urges that the
issues raised today need to be addressed before any final decision is filed.

Agriculture is part of California. Again, it is important that we protect our future, our
farmers, '

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Z_ AL

Loren C. Ohm
President

cc:  Bill Pauli, CFBF President
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Representative Richard Pombo
Govemor Gray Davis
State Senator Patrick Johnston
State Senator Dick Monteith
Assemblyman Dennis Cardoza
Assemblyman Mike Machado
Assemblyman Anthony Pescetti
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors
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MEETING TODAY'S PROBLEMS / PLANNING FOR TOMORROW
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August 9, 2000 CALFED Bay-Delta Program

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CalFed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie,

The San Joaquin Farm Bureau Federation has recently received the 6,500 page Final
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR)
for the CalFed Bay-Delta Program. After an initial review of the document, the San
Joaquin Farm Bureau Federation continues to have exireme concerns about this proposed
program.

California will not have enough water for the environment in dry years if this proposed
document is adopted. Cal-Fed must move aggressively to develop new water storage that
provides adequate yield. Without more storage, water will be taken away from farms,
especially during droughts. Without water, farmland will lose its value as habitat and as a
vital food resource for California'’s growing population. If CalFed is going to coordinate a
plan to assure reliable, high-quality water for California’s people while addressing bay-delta
environmental problems, then sufficient time must be taken before this plan is adopted to
prove to the entire population of California that this plan will provide a suitable amount of
water for everyone.

Unfortunately with  little more than a month to review the document, the San Joaquin
Farm Burcau Federation has spent many hours trying to review the 6,500-page document
with gradual success. Since the release of the CalFed plan “Framework for Action”
agreement in June 2000, it has been very difficult understand how exactly how CalFed will

affect San Joaquin County Agriculture. The framework docs not appear to be a reflection
of the Final EIS/EIR.
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HESSELTINE RANCHES
P.O. Box 157
Clements, California 95227

August 9, 2000

RECEIVED
Mr. Steve Ritchie
Acting Executive Director AUG 11 2000
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155 CALPED Bay-Dotta Frogram
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Mr.Ritchie: RE: FINAL PROGRAMMATIC EIS/EIR

1 am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment on farms and ranches.
Agriculture is an important part of California’s environment, Cal-Fed plans to convert nearly a
quarter of a million acres of farmland to habitat and other uses. It should study the environmental
impact of the land conversion. Cal-Fed must seek ways to avoid taking farmland out of
production.

My land has been farmed since 1949, We have had row crops and now have vineyard. We. have a
natural habitat all around our vineyard.

1 know many farmers who enhance the wildlife value of their farms. We are stewards of the land
and we want to be partners in environmental restoration. But we oppose requirements that tell us
what to grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed must work with us in a cooperative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordable water.
Cal-Fed must move aggressively to develop new water storage that provides adequate yield.
Without more storage, California won't have enough water for the environment in dry years. That
means water will be taken away from farms, especially during droughts. Without water farmland
loses its value as habitat and as a vital food resource for California's growing population.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed should
tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan
unti! citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely,

Bob Hesseltine

Cc:  Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
San Joaquin County Board of Supesvisors

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
August 8, 2000
Page 2

proposes to take out of production. They are there because of the habitat provided by
farmers and ranchers. History shows that the government has not done a good job of
protecting and repopulating these species, Cooperative arrangements with landowners

have wor‘l‘ced bett::r

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappointed that Cal-Fed and its
agencies have turned a deaf ear to the more than 1,000 repr ives of agriculture who
attended your 16 hearings last year. Of the 800 people who spoke, most were farmers
and ranchers and their families and neighbors. These people are stewards of the
environment, managing land and water that produces food, wildlife and oxygen.

Very truly yours,
Tom Rogers
cc:  Senator Barbara Boxer

Senator Diane Feinstein

Rr-r ive Georgc Rad ich

Governor Gray Davis

State Senator Dick Monteith

Assembly Member George House

RECEIVED

AUG 11 2000
DAN & TOM ROGERS FARMING CALEED Bt Dale Frogam

17261 Camden Drive, Madera, CA 93638
Telephone (559) 673-2070

FAX (559) 6732111

tom@madnet. net

August 8, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I farm 100 acres of almonds in Madera County. I thank you for the
opportunity to on the Progr ic EIS/EIR

I am asking you to extend the time for comment on the final EIS/EIR. Asa
farmer with harvest starting within days, I do not have time to adequately look at the
thousands of pages in the document in the time allowed.

1 would also ask you to hold public hearings to explain what you will do
and the effects on us. Many changes were made to the report, which the public needs to
have an opportunity to understand and discuss. 1 fear that even after we review the
document there will be a lot that we won’t understand. Even though you may not believe
you are obligated to tell us how the plan will affect us, it’s the right thing to do.

I belicve in trying to protect the environment. The Cal-Fed plan actually
will harm it instead. Taking thousands of acres of land out of production will change the
face of California agriculture dramatically. It will have a huge impact on the
envirorment, not to mention local economies, When the land in private ownership stops
providing food, & tax base and wildlife habitat, what happens to that land?

The farm environment where wildlife has gathered will be forever changed.
Those crops won’t be grown. Many species now occupy the acres of farmland Cal-Fed

: . jED
10200 RECEIVE .
AUG 11 20W -

. cmw.a;\ul’wﬂ“
CalFed A :
1416 9th St Sole 1155

CA 95814 o

Re; Final Programeratic FI/EIR ' .
Doar Me. Richio, '

lna@;wmm.lmmw' most of Kfe and T am a
inabi ions of grapo growing. My son who i naw akcnding
Cakfornia State University at Fresnc is studying wise grapo growiey and is planning o be
the fouirths gesartion to farm. As stewands of the land we foel it is important % cohance the
wild ife valuc of the farrn. We provide ow] boxes and refoge areas sround the vineyard to
belp insure these qualitics. Wo want to presarve the land so i can be farmed ad snjoyed
for the ezt gonaration. : )

To insurs that the land is thers for the next generation fo come, famers nood relishle .
* MMW.IHMQJF#MMMWH&WM
New storage will holp guacanios wister for the aavironanent in dey years, 50 watcr won’t bo
taken away from fanms. ’
+  Taea writing in the hopes that Cal-Fed will hold public hearings o axplain its plans
befors thoy beoceae final. I do not belicve that Cal-Fod adoquately siudied the effocts of
wach 2 largo-scalc laad conwersion and 1 do not believe CakFed tricd hard encogh 1o
roinimine farmisnd lomscs. .

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings

boforn o impleracat thie plan. A .

"“’“‘%4@4»/’ |

Jos A. .

cc: Seamtor Dirane Feinwicia State Scastor Patcick Jobnwon. .
mmm mc&%mwm '

+.. Govecnor Groy Davis Sactimento County Board of Suporvison

Joe A, Colta Vineyards, e, 9414 KetRoud  Galt  CA  95632-8805
PHONE (209) 745-4538  PAX (209) Y44-1403  CELL (209) 6496911 B-MAIL WINEVINZQPAOLCOM
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In order to meet its environmentat goals, Cal-Fed must move aggressively to develop new
water storage that provides adequate yield. Farms genesally don’t need additional new
water. But farmers realize the need to make sure there’s enough available to meet

i 1 goals, especially in dry years. The only way to guarantee adequate water
especially in aboveground reservoirs. Otherwise, water wilt be taken away from farms to
sustain environmental and urban uses during droughts.

Farmers recognize and support the need to use water more efficiently. In fact, our farms
have i d of agricultural production by two-thirds since 1967, while using
less water. But conservation has environmental consequences of its own. Reducing water
use can affect ecology of the farm, for example by allowing salts to build up in soit.
Agricultural water conservation may also reduce the flow of water into underground
aquifers or other water bodies. Cal-Fed should study these impacts before imposing
water-efficiency requirements. We have gone to drip irrigation to save on water and
energy use.

Se'uator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

C—029663
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Lodi-Lockeford Tractor Company, Inc.  cure aeydetaprogre
Corner Brandt Road & Hwy. 88
P. O. Box 650
Lackeford, Californiz 95237
209-727-5811 * Fax 209-727-5716

August 9, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am concemned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment on farms and
ranches. Agriculture is an important part of California’s environment., Cal-Fed plans to
convert nearly a quarter of a million acres of farmland to habitat and other uses. It should
study the environmenta! impact of that land conversion. Cal-Fed must seek ways t avoid
taking farmland out of production.

My land has been farmed since 1876, In my vineyard, I provide nesting boxes for owls.
We also have a buffer strip between our vineyard and the creek, to help clean irrigation
water that drains into the river.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed
should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not
finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

The Cal-Fed plan acknowledges it will have an “irreversible and irretrievable” impact on
almost a quarter-of-a-million acres of California farmland. Yet Cal-Fed offers no plan to
replace the lost land, simply referring to farmland losses and “unavoidable.”

Cal-Fed should conduct its habitat-restoration work on existing government-owned land
and reduce its impact on productive farmland. Govemment aiready owns half of
California’s 100 million acres.

Phil and Jean Balmat
8755 S. Inland Dri
Stocktor:gA 95206 RECEIVED
AUG 11 2000
CALFED Bay-Dalta Program

August 9, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

My family has been involved in Agricuiture for four generations, both of my Great
Grandfathers farmed in Iowa, the last three generations of Balmats in California. I live and own
farmland in the San Joaquin Delta on Roberts Island and farm almonds in Merced County. I am
very concerned about Cal-Fed and its potential negative affects on agriculture in general and the
delta in specific.

As a resident of the delta and an avid angler, I spend as much time as [ can on the delta
waterways and love it for what it is. I certainly want to see it protected. Like almost all farmers
and ranchers that [ know, 1 have a great appreciation for wildlife and the environment. I am not
convinced that Cal-Fed really has this interest at heart, but am willing to listen.

Cal-Fed is purported to be beneficial to all concerned, agriculture, wildlife and southemn
California water users. [ have yet to see how removing thousands of acres of farmland from
production will benefit agriculture. The State and Federal Governments already own millions of
acres of land in California. Is it necessary for the State to take even more land from private
citizens? If wildlife habitat is one of your goals, why not create that habitat on land that the State
already owns?

Agriculture is the largest industry in California. It contributes greatly to the Gross
National Product, is the largest employer in the state and produces more commodities that can be
exported to contribute to the nations balance of trade than any other industry.

The Final Programmatic EIS/EIR is a huge document. Most of us in agriculture spend
long days farming. As a resuit, time to review such & huge document is at a minimum. This puts
farmers and ranchers at a distinct disad ge with people who are paid to spend their working
days designing, writing and reviewing such documents. The time allowed for public comment is
inadequate, Please allow more time for public comment and review. I think a period of not
less than 6 months to be 2 minimum,

C-029663



If the California is to continue to grow, the demand for food and water will also increase.
The answer to the water problem will never be solved without more storage facilities.

Removing land from agricultural production will not enh the production of food, jobs and
tax revenue. It does nothmg to uwtuse the water supply. Natural habitat requires water just as
does farming.

T also find it somcwlmt pmdoxlca.l that those same people, who cry the loudest about the
loss of farmiand when 2 housing d j takes land out of production, eagerly give their
support when the government wants to take thousands of acres from production for wildlife
habitat. That leads me to question the motives of those groups. Believe me, I am no supporter of

new ing devel on

Living and working on the land on a daily basis, I see the positive affects agriculture has
on wildlife. The irrigation canals and drain ditches in my area are full of life, including crawfish,
catfish, carp, bluegills, ducks and muskrats. The tules and cattails along the banks provide habit
for a large number of small birds and animals, Pheasants, dove and quail are plentiful in corn,
wheat, safflower, asparagus and alfalfa fields.

As a state we must consider that as the population in southern California continues to
grow, their demand for water will also grow. The more the population in the south grows, the
more their demand upon California’s finite water supply, the more water available to southem
California the more that population can and will grow and again their demand for our limited
water supply will continue to increase even further. If left unabated, this never ending circle will
continue until southern California’s demand for water has grown so large that there will be
inadequate supplies for California’s “Golden Goose,” agriculture.

Agriculture in not a special interest, it is the interest of every man, woman and child who
enjoys the bountiful supply of high quality and inexpensive food that is set forth before them by
the farmers and ranchers of Califomia.

Sincerely,
'Y
Phillip Balmat
cc:  Govenor Gray Davis ’

Senator Dianne Feinstein

Senator Barbara Boxer

State Senator Patrick Johnston

Representative Richard Pombo

Assembly Member Michael Machado

San Joaquin Board of Supervisors
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i . 895 GALFED Bay-Delta Program

Arbuckle, CA 95912
Tcl/Fax (530) 476-3773

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Manager

CALFED Bay/Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

August 1, 2000
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

AlequsaCoamymnondandﬁcldcmpfznnn 1 am concerned with your final CalFed EIS/EIR released
July 21, 2000 ltuthennd(mhmuldncnmnt An extended comment period and the opportunity to
have the

P d more ghly is
Through this entire process, [ have been concerned about the loss of agricultural land, {oss of water and the
lack of progress on water storage projects. If California’s population continues to grow and the
environment continues to demand more water, that water should come from newly developed sources, not
from agriculture.

Water for agriculture is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air.
Amwlmrcpwvmwddhfehab:mw“lepndmn;fm lmmmpqymmonmmland,sumvcon

the income derived and provide cp inmy This land has been in my
family for i Ttis i Iamnm ing the as many often claim. [am
helping to prescrve it
lfamculmmuwmﬂed.allofuxmllbefomedwbuymufoodﬁomfcmznomma Citizens will have

no say how food is p or which chemi may be used to produce the food. We do not
want 10 be dependent on imports.

Delia water quality issues can be ameliorated by developing new surface water storage north or the Delta.

Right now the government owns about half of the land in California. Yet, 75% of the wildlife habitat is on
privately owned land. The animals like what we are doing. Our land is well managed and cared for. When
the government decides to buy land because of a particular specics, that species often times goes elsewhere
because the government fails to manage the land properly.

Again, T request more time for comunents and public hearings and more consideration for vital agricultural

interests.
o Ui @ hanst—
Joseph M. Marsh Catherine E. Marsh
cC: Governor Davis Doug Ose
Diane Feinstein Maurice Johannessen
Barbara Boxer Colusa County Board of Supervisors

C-029664
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L X X CALFED Bay-Deita Program
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director August 6, 2 g™
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, Ca 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie,

1 know many farmers, as well as myself, who enhance the wildlife value of our farms.
‘We are stewards of the land and we want to be partners in environmental restoration. But

we oppose requirements, made without our input, that tefl us what to grow and how to
grow it. Cal-Fed must work with us in & cooperative spirit.

Please extend the period to look through the d and provide on the final
EIS/EIR release July 21. As a farmer [ can't adequately review the th ds of pages in
the document in the time allowed.

Please hold public hearings to explain what the plan is and it’s effects. Many changes
were made to the report, which the public needs to have an opportunity to understand and
discuss. [ fear that even after we review the document there will be a lot we won't
understand. Even though you may not believe you are obligated to teil us how the plan
will affect us, it's the right thing to do.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordable
water. Cal-Fed must move aggressively to develop new water storage that provides
adequate yield. Without more storage, Califomia won't have enough water for the
environment in dry years. That means water will be taken away from farms, especially
during droughts, Without water, farmland loses its value as habitat and as a vital food
resource for California’s growing population.

M, Ritchie, our great country was founded as a Democracy. Is the Cal-Fed
process following in a Democratic manner?

Governor Gray Davis

Dianne Feinstein

Barbara Boxer

Richard Pombo

Anthony Pescetti

San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

JaHut V i, RECEIvVEp
a-Hut Vineyards
P. O. Box 547 Al 1 1 7o
Clements, California 95227 CALFED Bay-Detta Program

209-727-5811 * Fax 209-727-5716

August 9, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Directos
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment on farms and
ranches. Agriculture is an important part of California’s environment. Cal-Fed plans to
convert nearly a quarter of 2 million acres of farmiand to habitat and other uses. It should
study the environmental impact of that land conversion. Cal-Fed must seek ways t avoid
taking farmland out of production.

My land has been farmed since 1876. In my vineyard, I provide nesting boxes for owls.
We also have 2 buffer strip between our vineyard and the creek, to help clean irrigation
water that drains into the river.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cai-Fed
should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not
finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opporwnity to review it and comment upon it.

The Cal-Fed plan acknowledges it will have an “irreversible and irretrievable” impact on
almost a quarter-of-z-million acres of California farmland. Yet Cal-Fed offers no plan to
replace the lost land, simply referring to farmiand losses and “unavoidable.”

Cal-Fed should conduct its habitat-restoration waork on existing government-owned land

and reduce its impact on productive farmland. Government already owns half of
California’s 100 million acres.

LANGETWINS
C
August 08, 2000 E’VED
Aur 11 Pnno
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program %%M

C—029665

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

| am concemed about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment on
farms and ranchas. Agriculture is an important part of California’s environment.
Cal-Fed plans to convert nearly a quarter of a million acres of farmiand te habitat
and other uses. It should study the environmental impact of that land conversion.
Cal-Fed must seek ways to avaid taking fammiand out of production.

| know many farmers who enhance the wildlife value of their farms. We are
stewards of the land and we want to be partners in environmental restoration. But
we oppose requirements that tell us what to grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed
must work with us in a cooperative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and
affordable water. Cal-Fed must move aggressively to develop new water storage
that provides adequate yield. Without more storage, Califomia won't have
enough water for the environment in dry years. That means water wili be taken
away from farms, especially during droughts. Without water, farmiand loses its
value as habitat and as a vital food resource for California’s growing population.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final.
Cal-Fed should telf us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people.
Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan untii citizens have adequate opportunity to
review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely, e
=

Cc:  Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
State San. Pat Johnston
Rep. Richard Pombo
Assembly Member Anthony Pescetti
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

1298 W. Juhent Rosd  Acampo, Celornia 05220  OMos: (208) 3364085  Faxc (209) 330-0014

In order to meet its environmental goals, Cal-Fed must move aggressively to
develop new water storage that provides ad yield. Farms g fly don't
need additional new water, But farmers realize the need to make sure there’s

enough avaifable to meet eavir goals, especially in dry years. The only
way to g1 dequate water ly in aboveground reservoirs, Otherwise,
water will be taken away from farms to sustain environmental and urban uses
during droughts.

Farmers recognize and support the need to use water more efficiently. In fact, cur farms
have increased tonnage of agriculturat production by two-thirds since 1967, while using
less water. But conservation has environmental consequences of its own. Reducing water
use can affect ecology of the farm, for example by allowing salts to build up in soit.
Agricultural water conservation may also reduce the flow of water into underground
aquifers or other water bodies. Cal-Fed should study these impacts before imposing
water-efficiency requirements. We have gone to drip irrigation to save on water and
energy use.

Sipcerely,

Ji L. Rott

cc: Govemnor Gray Davis

Senator Dianne Feinstein

Senator Barbara Boxer

San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

C-029665
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cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Representative Richard Pombo
Govemor Gray Davis
State Senator Patrick Johnston
Assemblyman Dennis Cardoza
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

SCHAAPMAN FARMS
PCO. 443423 DON SCHAAPMAN 23288 sacktone Bl
Fed. LD. #94-2754019 FARM MANAGEMENT - CUSTOM FARMING Ripon, Calif, 95366
(2091 599-3421
August 9, 2000
. . RECEIVED

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director

CalFed Bay-Delta Program AUB 11 2000

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814 CALFED Bay-Defta Program

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie,

I am a San Joaquin County farmer that will be directly impacted by any immediate
decision made on the Final Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) for the CalFed Bay-Delta Program.

1 am concerned with the EIS/EIR by the way it directs the agricultural community to
enhance the wildlife value of their farms by determining what commodity to grow and
how to grow it. We have already taken many steps to strengthen our efforts to protect our
local wildlife. We take our role as stewards of the environment seriously and want to be
partners in restoration activities. This document though will take away my ability to
choose what is best for my farm.

The government already owns half of the State of California’s 100 million acres. This is
a great place for CalFed to conduct its habitat-restoration work on existing government-
owned land and reduce its impact on productive farmland. CafFed must consider this
option before a finai decision is certified.

Being an active farmer in my community, I bave not had the time to sit down and
completely read the 6,500-page final EIS/EIR nor will I have time in the current
timeframe that is now in place. Ineed moretime to evaluate the new

report, therefore, please extend the timeframe to allow myself as well as the public to
review the d . I am also requesting that public hearings should be included for
our government to hear what the public has to say about this program. This would also
give me one more chance to understand just how this decision could affect my farming

C—029667

operation.
Thank you for your consideration.
Si Iy
o g
7 /
Don Schaapman
1 STANTON L. LANGE VINEYARD MANAGEMENT
) x}zo“:.‘gzxwmu&.mmu

August 8, 2000 RECEIVED
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director AUG 11 200
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program CALFED Bay-Dolta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie,

As a San Joaquin County winegrape farmer, I am concerned with the final Cat-
Fed EIS/EIR released July 21. I respectfully request that you give us more time to review
and comment on your document. It is long and complex and needs time to digest.
Holding hearings to explain the Cal-Fed program would also be very helpful.

Through this entire process [ have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss
of water and the lack of progress on starage. As California’s population continues to
grow and the environment continues to require more water, that water should come from
newly developed storage, not from farmers.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose
the habitat it provides for imals and plants? Right now the government owns
about half the land in California yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land.

It must be evident that we as farmers are providing for the wildlife and its habitat.

1 request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before
you implement the pian.

Sincerely,

et

Stanton Lang '

Ce:  Governor Gray Davis
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
State Senator Patrick Johnston
Representative Richard Pombo
Assembly Member Anthony Pescetti
San Joaquin county Board of Supervisors

C-029667
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AUG 11 pnag
IMPERIAL VALLEY UNITED
CALFED Bay-oita Program
Yo protect our community, our ecoromty and our luture thraugh & usited pubhe education
and advocacy effort to preserve the water nghts of Calfornia’s tmpenal Valley

August 4, 2000
P. Q. Box 4302
€ Centro, CA 92244
Phone: 760,352.3831 Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Fax: 760.352,0232 Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

E-mail: Ignz@thegnd net 1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Community:
Doy Chamber RE: FINAL PROGRAMMATIC EIS/EIR
Brawley City Counci
Calexico Chamber Dear Mr. Ritchie:
of Commerce
Calexico City Council Imperial Valley United is a coalition of business, government, agriculture and civic
Calipatria City Council organizations organized for the purpose of protecting the water rights and way of life
Caatition of Labor, in the Imperial Valley of California. We have significant concems about Cal-Fed's

Agriculture & Business o . N
§ Centro Chamber of proposal to take a quarter million acres of farmland out of production. This exactly

Commerce & Visitors Bureau fhe type of thing we are opposed to in our Jocal, agriculturally based economy. The

B Centro City Counct of iand reti are far hing, well beyond the impact to producers.
B Centro Kiwars Fallowing acreage would have dgvastating affects on our economy, and we know the
8 Centro Oddfellows same holds true for the communities of the Central Valley.
Holtville Chamber . . . .

of Commerce We believe Cal-Fed is being shortsighted in its attempt to provide environmental
Holtvile City Councit mitigation for the Bay Delta. Agriculture provides immense habitat in addition to the
mperal fC“h:mrr:::er invaluable economic contribution it provides to the state’s economy. In our region,

tmpenat Gty C concermned that we will be the next victims of this dangerous, governmental
s mw intervention precedence.
Impenal County .
farm Bureau We also are very concerned about the short public comment period and lack of public

Impenal Irigation Distnct hearings on this all-important issue.

WD's Cammunity
Adwvisory Councd

Sincerely,
Impental Valley Joint .
Chambers of Commerce
Impenal Valley 2
Vegetable Growers
Westmorand Lauren S. Grizzle
Gy Councl Acting Executive Director
CC:  Governor Gray Davis Supervisor Wally Leimgruber
Senator Dianne Feinstein Supervisor Bill Cole
Senator Barbara Boxer Supervisor Tony Tirado
Congressman Duncan Huater Supervisor Tom Veysey
State Senator Dave Kelley Supervisor Dean Shores
Assemblyman Jim Battin CFBF Rep. Judi Fitzgerald

/f,; f #04 d # uaresmg
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agriculture is the lifeblood of the Salton Sea and the surrounding ecosystem. We are

envirvmont A g by Simple every plact
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Fred C. Claus
Sombrere Rasch ~ P.O. Box 430
Hickmsa,

\YJ
August 9, 2000 AUG 11 2000
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Dircctor CALFED Bay-Delta Program
Cal-Fed Bay-Delts Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Prograzmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a Stanislaus County walnut farmer, I am concerned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21. 1
respectfully request you give us more time to review and comment oa your document, It is much too large
to digest and much too complex to understand, I also request you hold hearings to explain what the Cal-
Fed program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, [ have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the lack
of progress o storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment continues to
require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from farmers,

Water for farms is used to grow trees. These trees give off axygen and help clean the air. Foming
provides wildlife habitat while producing food. I continue o pay taxes on that land and survive on the
income. This farmiand has been in my family for generations. It is sustainable. [ am not destroying the
envirvnmmt;[mhdping‘w preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the babitat it provides for
numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about balf the land in California, yet 75
percent of the wildlife habitat is o private land. Why do you think that is?

1 bave an answer. The animals liks what we 2re doing. Our land and watar is well managod and cared for.
When the government decides to buy land because of & particular species, that species often goes
elsowhere because the government fails to manage the land properly.

Again, I request you grant additional time for commeuts aad hold public hearings before you implement
plan.

et 7 Gl

Fred Claus

[ Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis

Senator Barbare Boxer State Sen. Dick Monteith Rep. Gary Condit
Assembly Member George House

Stanislaus County Supervisors
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Gov Davis

in-Delta impacts. Will the plan be improved by
measures such as proposed by BDAC and Delta interests
and urged by the Ag Caucus?

[ What does CALFED mean when it speaks of *water supply
reliability"? “Reliability" apparently dces not mean
"adequacy® as the public is allowed to believe. It
also can’t mean a predictable degree of inadaquacy
unless CALFED follows BDAC‘s recommendation regarding
CALFED‘s intent, process, and basis for evaluating the
likely water supply shortage. Will CALFED’s plan lead
to colossal water shortage during the life of the plan?

. What are CALFED’s intentions regarding the development
of new water supply? CALFED has hoodwinked the public
by talking only of *"storage"™ and letting the public .
believe that new storage is equivalent to new supply.
Some of CALFED’s atorage proposals may produce very
little new supply. They may also consume so much power
that they can not be justified and will not be buillt.

. CALFED apparently now proposes that the government
displace local control of groundwater management. Iz
the public expected to believe that there is aome
governmental magic by which it can thereby stop the
unsustainable long term overdraft of groundwater
without either replacing the overdraft with new surface
water supply or reducing the agricultural water supply?

I urge that the review period be substantially extended. It
is important also that the ROD not be adopted until public
meetings are held and unambiguous written documents are provided
to clarify CALFED’s intent regarding issues suckh as the above,
and regarding the impact that CALFED’s plan will have on the
production of agricultural products, and on rural communities,
and on the environmental benefitas provided by agriculture.

Sincerely,

Cdlilod

ce Governor Gray Davis
Senator Diane Feinstein
Congressman Richard Pombo
Congressman Gary Condit
State Senator Patrick Johnston
State Senator Richard Montieth
Agsemblyman Michael Machado
Assemblyman Dennis Cardoza
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

C—0296609
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FILDEBRAND FARM - .
23443 S. Hays Road AU 11 2
Manteca, CA 95337 CALFED c2y-aia #rogiam

- Phone (209) 823-4166
Fax (209) 825-6180

August 92, 2000

Mary Nichols, Secretary

The Resources Agency of Califormia

Suite 1311, Resources Building

1416 Ninth Street .
Sacramento, CA 95814

David Hayes, Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of Interior
1849 C Street NW Room 5113
Washington D.C. 20240

Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CALFED Bay-Delta Program

1416 9th Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Nichols, Mr. Hayes, and Mr. Ritchie:

I am writing to comment regarding CALFED’a proposed 30 day
comment period on its Final Programmatic EBIS/EIR, and on the
proposed early adoption of a Record of Decision. As you know I
am an environmentally sensitive farmer, a San Joaquin County Farm
Bureau Director, and a member of BDAC.

We should not pretend that there can be meaningful public
review and comment on a six thousand page document in the
proposed 30 day review period. It can not be assumed that the
public already knows what is in the document. CALFED became a
%"closed door® process last May. The public does not know what
changes have been made from previous documents and where any such
changes may be buried in the new document.

Furthermore, there will be a cloud over the future of CALFED
if a Record of Decision is adopted without £irst holding public
meetings in which CALFED clarifies its intent in respect to
important issues wherein CALFED appears to be vague or ambiguous,

~--ox even misleading. It iz unlikely that these clarifications can
be found in the PRIS/EIR or that they will be resolved by later
piecemeal, site specific EIR/EIS‘s. For example,

. What are CALFED’s intentions regarding improvement of
its through-Delta conveyance plan? The plan was
developed without participation by in-Delta interests
and in disregard of the plan’s inadequacies and

gO'VLCZSQ @’V’OS gmc

21398 Carrolton Avenue Ripon, Cailfornia 95368 Phone: (209} 509-3389
lugust @, 2000 N L . RECEIVED
#r. Steve Ritohie, Acting Zxcoutive Dir\,ouoz: - - A1 ]-;, 2000
Cal-Fod Bay-Delte Prosram ~ . .
1416 Zinth St., Suite 1155 - _GALFED Bay-Delta Program

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: #Finel Programmatic BIS/EIR

Dear Lr. Ritchie: .
Tan writing to ask you to extend the tine to rcad and,
comment on the final ouvironmental report relacsed _
July 21. I also beolisve C2l-Fed mhould lold public
hearings o explain iis plans before they become final,

e are alrond srowers in Sen Joaquin County and have
besn farming this land since 1938, _TI em conoerned about
the loss of farmlaiid, loss of wator and the lack of _
pro, ress on storage.

Agein, T rcquest you grant additional time for comments
and h0ld public hearin: s beforo you implement your plan.

Sirocrely, - R

Les J.

C-029669
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Growers, Pack d Shippers of Colffomia Almonds
Mr. STzve Ritehic, Rehay fx««ﬁ‘-\w Pireetor e
August 9, 2000
ol fed . ga ~ Pe/Ha Pr-ayrnm '
Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Dicector
/‘//'5/1//#17‘1‘ 5/)"((7"&,7(? /S5 Cal-Fed?:;’Delqupm
1416 Ni » Suite 1155
.Slr Fa Vh(ﬂ/ La,4 7_5‘ 5 /g S:mmm6 m:,%lf?;;u
Re Final Prtjrv'm wiatic E—TS/FIR Re: Fial Programmatic EIS/EIR
! N Deas Mz, Ritchie:
Derr Mr /Qu?‘c}u e,
Forye::dnawlbavebee;lpl:temmd[;vmdmvulvedm“mssmnSm]mqumCoumy As an almond
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Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR m\‘-FED ﬁly-OeIhPmm

Cal-Fed shouid hold public heanngs to explain its plans before ‘Z‘ W
they become final. O éﬂd &1 mm /ULZZWZ;L wﬂ» ctﬁ mmu&
Cal-Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will Qumepct 0@

affect people. M 89@3 M ] % (;
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August 9, 2000

RECEIVED
M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director AUG 11 2000
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155 CALFED Bay-Delta Program
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

The San Diego County Farm Bureau is concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the
environment on farms and ranches. Our county has more farms than any other in the United
States and agriculture is the 4* largest industry.

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as the valuabl i ! itis. The Cal-
Fed plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Instead, the plan needs to look for
ways to reduce the loss of farmiand and Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat
conservation. That way, the land can help feed our growing population and provide habitat at the
same time.

‘Without reliable and affordable water, farmers can neither provide habitat nor feed people. Cal-
Fed must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for
the environment in dry years, so water won’t have to be taken away from farms.

Finally, we believe Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to
review it and comment.

Sincerely,
i o
David Stepp
President
CC:  Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis State Senate
Senator Barbara Boxer Representatives Assemblymembers
Board of Supervisors

Serving San Diego County Agriculture Since 1913
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Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program AUG 11 2000

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814 CALFED Bay-Delta Program

RE: FINAL PROGRAMMMATIC EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

The Cal-Fed proposat to take nearly 250,000 acres of production is unacceptable to the members
of the Imperial Valley Vegetable Growers Association. Agriculture is an irreplaceable economic
and environmental resource to California.

Agriculture cannot be the solution to the state’s burgeoning population. In fact, agriculture
production is not only vital to the state economy providing one in every 10 jobs, but in feeding
the rapidly growing population.

We know Cal Fed’s concem is environmentally based, but the proposed solution is shortsighted.
Farming provides immense habitat in addition to its invaluable economic contributions. To
assist growers in this process, Cal-Fed must provide an answer for a reliable water supply. That
includes new water storage with adequate yield, to prevent the taking of additional water from
farms in drought years.

The brief corament period and the lack of public hearings are also of concern to our members.

Cal-Fed is setting a dangerous precedence for all of California agriculture, not just the Central
Valley’s.

%

Steve Scaroni

President

CcC: Governor Gray Davis Supervisor Wally Leimgruber
Senator Dianne Feinstein Supervisor Bill Cole
Senator Barbara Boxer Supervisor Tony Tirado
Congressman Duncan Hunter Supervisor Tom Veysey
State Senator Dave Kelley Supervisor Dean Shores
Asserblyman Jim Battin CFBF Rep. Judi Fitzgerald

_P.O. Box 358 - 1000 Broadway - El Centro, CA 92244 - 76(_)__/_35_5'1900 - FAX E_/_?SB"S”O
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Orange County Produce LLC

August 11, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Diractor
Cal-Fed Bay Deita Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, California 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS / EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie,

1 am the Presidant of Orange County Farm Bureau. This letter is to address my concarn abaut
how Cal-Fad programs will affect the environment on farms and ranches. Agriculture is an
important part of Caiiforniia’s environment. According ta the latast EIR report Cal-Fed plans to
convert nearty 250k acres of farmland to habitat and "other” uses. Thers needs to be an EIR
done on the rasuit of that land ‘conversion. Cal-Fed must lock for ways to avaid taking farmtand
out of preduction.

I know many farmars who enhanca the wildlife of their farms. Wa are stewards of the land and
we want to be p: i ion. But we also oppose requirements that
dictate what, when and how to grow our crops. Cal-Fed must work with us in a cooperative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife friendly farms, farmers and ranchers need reliable and
affordabie water, Cal-Fed must move aggressivaly and swiftly to develop new water storage that
provides adequate yield. Without more storage, California will not have enough watar for the
environment in dry years. Water will be taken away from farms, especially during di
situations. Without water farmiand wilf [oose its value as an environmental habitat and as a most
vita! food resource for California’s growing population.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. ____

Cal-Fed needs to inform the citizens of thic great stats on how the plans have changed and how
the “new” plans will affect our lives. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plans untit the pedple have
had adequate opportunity to review and comment upon it. .

What California needs are enh to our water

for the advancament of wildlife,

agriculiure and the heaith and well being of our general population. Developing water storage
ana conserving our precious agricultural land will enable Californians and wildiife to flourish into
the next century. R

L 5951 Trabuco Road Irvine, -CA 92620 FAX (949} 651-9165

CALFED Bay-Deita Program
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Jim English
29415 County Road 28
Winters, CA 95694

August 11, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie: :

As a Yolo County farmer | am concermed with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21. | respectiully
request you give us more time to review and comment on your documant. It is much too large to digest
and much too complex to understand. | also request yolt hold hearings to explain what the Cal-Fed
program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, | have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the
fack of progress on storage. As California’s popufation continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers. —

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air, Farming
provides wildlife habitat while producing food. 1 continue to pay taxes on that land and survive on the
income. This farmland has been in my family for generafions. It is sustainable. 1 am not destroying the
environment; | am helping to preserve it. . - _
Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it provides
for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about haif the land in California,
yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

1 have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is weil managed and cared
for. When the government decides to buy land because of a particular species, that specjes often goes
elsewhere because the government fails to manage the land properly. .

Agaln, | request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement
the plan.

Govemor Gray Davis

cc: Senator Dianne Felnstein

Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator K. Maurice Johannessen
Rep. Doug Ose Assembly Member Richard Dickerson
Yolo County Board of Supervisrs . Assembly Member Helen Thomson
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C-029672
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Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Exacutive Diractor
CALFED Bay Delta Program

1418 Ninth Street, Ste 1155

Sacramento, Ca 95814

August 3, 2000
Dear Mr Ritchie,

1 am the offica manager and the wife of a farm manager and farmer in Santa
Barbara, California. My husband is the fifth generation of farmers in this great
state and would like to remain as such, He has kept me abreast and aware of
issues that are being discussed and voted on and as such, | am painfully aware
of water and its importance to the state. With regard to the CALFED EIR, |
respectfully request that you please:

1. Extend the comment period so that we may find adequate time to peruse all
the information. We both but in long days with wark, homs and three children
and we need more time to study this document! Summaertime is a difficuit
anough time - school is out, family vacations, relatives, etc. and we need time
for something as serious as this.

2. Also, hold hearings so that issues in this document can be explained in plain
English for us to understand. We, as a family, need to have mors information
regarding the effect this may have on our income and future in the farming
business bafore a decision could ba made.

This plan is hugely important to the future of our state. Please give us mora time
to study and comment on this plan.

Sincerely,

Gt Qhrade

Trish Shade

Cc: Gov Davis
Dianne Feinstein
Barbara Boxer
Hannah-Beth Jackson
Jack O’'Connell
Naomi Schwartz & Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors
Judi Fitzgerald
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MARTIN FARMS

Phone 209 / 835-5258 .

August 10, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director

Fax 209 / 835-7380 . 12067 West Lammers Road . Tracy, California 95376

RECEIVED
AUG 11 2000
CALFED Bay-Delta Program

CalFed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie,

1 am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and comment on the final environmental report
released July 21, I also believe Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan, so we who must
abide by it can understand how we fit into the plan.

1 farm 500 acres of field crops near the south Delta in Tracy. We provide for wildlife in
our farming operation. Cal-Fed should conduct habitat-restoration work on existing
government-owned land before it begins acquiring more land.

The government already owns half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on
privately owned land. We have done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the government.
We take seriously our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners with the
government. Cal-Fed should encourage landowners to enhance voluntary habitat-conservation
efforts.

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to

| needs. Water conservation cannot make

\date the i and envire

the same strides it has made in the past. We will work to become more efficient, but drought will
take a serious toll on California's environment and economy unless new storage with additional
yield comes on line soon.

Sincerely,

Phillip Martin

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein State Senator Patrick Johnston
Senator Barbara Boxer Assembiyman Mike Machado .
Representative Richard Pombo San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors
Governor Gray Davis

C—029675
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August 8, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth Sc., Suite 1155

Secramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 am a San Joaquin County farmer. My family has owned and farmed in SJC Delta
since the late 1800's and in the Manteca are since the early 1920's.

The water we use to irrigate in the Manteca area comes from the Stanislaus water
shed. This water also feeds into the San Joaquin River which is our source of
irrigation water in SJC south Delta.

The Delta property provides habitat for fish and wildlife within the levee
system,

The government already owns half the Land in California, yet 75 percent of the
wildlife exists on privately owned land. We have done a better job of main-
taining habitat than has the government.

1 am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and comment on the final
environmental report released July 2!. Please hold public hearings to explain
this plan to us. The report is long, complicated and technical.

Sincerely,

M D e

cc: Governor Gray Davis
Senator Dianne Feinsteino
Senator Barbara Boxer
State Sen. Patrick Johnston
Rep. Richard Pombo
Assembly Member Mike Machado
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

RECEIVED
AUG 14 2000

$hede form memagament CALFED Bay-Delt Program

Box 957
Sunmerland, cs 93067

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CALFED Bay Delta Program

1416 Ninth Strest, Ste 1155

Sacramento, Ca 95814

August 3, 2000
Dear Mr Ritchie,

| am a farm manager and farmer in Santa Barbara, California. | am the fifth

generation of farmers in my family in this great state. As such, | am painfuilly

aware of water and its importance to the state. Regarding the CALFED EIR,| am

asking you to:

« please extend the comment period, | work over 80 hours per week and have
small children. | need more time to study this document!

* Please hold hearings to explain this document in plain English! My wife is a
paralegal and sven she is having a tough time with it.

This plan is hugely important to the future of our state. Please give us more time
to study and comment on this plan.
Sincerely,

Rick Shade
Rick Shade

Cc: Gov Davis
Dianne Feinstein
Barbara Boxer
Lois Capps
Hannah-Beth Jackson
Jack O'Connell
Judi Fitzgerald
Naomi Schwartz & Santa Barbara Board of Supervisors

C-029675



would help to assure the public understands the plan before taking final action. It would

T
;'n ]'§ Alameda County Farm Bureau also offer people another chance to express their points of view.
Mameda < aunty 638 Enos Way, Suite 1 « Livermore, CA 94550-2117 « (925) 449-1677 Singerely,

Furm Burean
RECEv, )X'J)QW
ED Sue Russo
August 10, 2000 ) AR 14 2000 Executive Manager
SAL TR 3 U lta Pragram cc:  Senstor Dianne Feinstein Senator Barbara Boxer Governor Gray Davis
State Sen. Liz Figueroa  State Sen. Don Perata  State Sen. Richard Rainey

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director Rep. Barbara Lee Rep. Fortney Stark Rep. Ellen Tauscher
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program Assembly Members:
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 Ellen Corbett
Sacramento, CA 95814 John Dutra

Lynne Leach

Alameda County Supervisors:

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR Wilma Chan

Scott Haggerty

Mary King
Dear Mr. Ritchie: Gail Steele

Keith Carson
The Alameda County Board of Directors has many concerns about the final Cal-Fed
EIS/EIR released in July. There needs to be more time to review this long eavironmental
report. More public hearings need to be held to inform the people about, as the Cal-Fed
plan admits, the “irreversible and irretrievable” impact on almost a quarter-of-a-million
acres of California farmiand with no plans to replace this lost valuable land.
Cal-Fed should be enc ing farmers to maintain voluntary habit-conservation efforts
without restricting the productivity of the land. However Cal-Fed interest in farmland
seems to be directed in the value of sustaining fish and wildlife-not for its value in
sustaining people.
Farmers are well aware of the need of enough available water to meet environmental
goals, especially in dry years. The best way to achieve this goal is to have aboveground
resesvoirs to capture more of the high water flows during wet winters. Without such
reservoirs, water will be taken away from farms to sustain environmenta! and urban uses
during droughts.
These are just a few of our concerns and because the Cal-Fed plan appears to have
changed as a result of the "framework agreement” signed in June-we feel there needs to
be more time to evaluate the new report and more public hearings need to be held. This

E Affilated with Calffornia Farm Bureau Fedaration - American Farm Bureau Federation
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LOMPOC cA 7351,_76 RECE'VED 9 August 2000
805— 736'(ggq A 14 20 Mr. Steve Ritchie,

GALFED Bay-Delta Program Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth street (Suite 1155)

Zm: Wﬁ,. 23 Sacramento, Ca. 95814
RE: FINAL PROGRAMMATIC EIS-EIR

CALF (904 / Frdprom
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
1476 4, $e. 1155
My family and I have been raising cattle in Contra Costa
W CA ?58/4‘ County since 1974. We are very concerned as to how the
Cal-Fed plan will affect the economy, the environment and

"'4 OO the livelihood of farmers and ranchers in California.

We are asking that you please extend the time to read the
WM EIR released on July 21, 2000. One month is not sufficient
LRz 7%@ time to read and interpret the plan. There should be public
hearings so that farmers and ranchers who will have to abide
W MCZ e, by the plan will at least be able to understand completely
how they will be affected.

é j We in agriculture take very seriously our roles as stewards
W m of the land, and believe very strongly that Cal-Fed should

encourage and support our efforts to enter into and maintain
W%@ /%—W voluntary habitat conservation programs. We are very con-
scious of the wildlife on our lands and anything we provide
W for our livestock is shared by the wildlife such as water,
2/ salt, grains, hay and shelter. We in agriculture contribute
W E/S E/R St greatly to a positive quality of life. If the Cal-Fed
(0 plan proceeds without further hearings and without input
W&/ WW./MM 4‘/&;1. from the agricultural community, it will be agriculture
which will be sacrificed and regulated to extinction,
a sk ot maty el 2hete. sonot ensugh

Does California really want to lose hundreds of thousands
W of farmland acreage with the subsequent loss of habitat

:/ preservation, We would hope not.

The emphasis of Cal-Fed should be to deliver optimal
surface water storage with the ability to accommodate the

. % increased demands of an exploding population. 1In addition,
W 4500 the constant threat of drought years will take a serious
o toll on the California environment that only sufficient
W% water storage efforts will help to ease.

M$ - Taking farmland ocut of production will only result in the

ﬂél loss of healthy, affordable foods, and the loss of many,
many jobs from rural California, and the domino effect of
losing habitat protection. California will be left with
nothing but over development and a severely diminished

Wﬂ/‘k&?’ A " Lot . quality of life.
Lo ad g i T o Sorba B S
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Mr, Steve Ritchie
Page 2
9 August 2000

Again, we only ask that you allow more time to review

the plan, After all, this was released at a time when

crop producers are in the most labor intensive part

of their growing season. Please hold public hearings

so those who will be most affected will have a chance

to be heard., We are willing to form partnerships and

work with Cal~Fed but only if we completely understand
what it all means.

Thus far, we have managed water and lands very well,
thereby providing a harmonious atmosphere for wildlife.
We are the true conservationists. We only ask that
you hold public hearings before the plan is finalized
and you embark on a path from which there will be no
turning back.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectully,
—

Jackie Stewart

CC: Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Governor Gray Davis
Assemblywoman Lynne Leach
Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher
Contra Costa County

Board of Supervisors
Assemblyman Tom Torlakson

"C—029677
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RECEIVED
AUG 14 »mg
August 7, 2000 GALFED Bay-Deita Program
Mr. Steve Ritchic, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchic:

I am a farmer in Solano County. I ask two things, and then shall comment on the document. The requests
are:

1. Extend the period to look through the d and provide on the final EIS/EIR
released July 21, As a farmer I can’t adequately review the thousands of pages in the document in the time
allowed.

2, Hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects on us. Many changes were made to
the report, which the public needs to bave an opportunity to understand and discuss. | fear that even after we
review the document there will be 2 lot that we won't understand. Even though you may not believe you are
obligated to tell us how the plan will affect us, it’s the right thing to do.

Comments: I believe that in trying to protect the environment, the Cal-Fed plan actually will harm it
instead. Taking thousands of acres of land out of production will change the face of California agriculture
dramatically. It will have a huge impact on the environment, not to mention local economies. When the land
in private ownership stops providing food, 2 tax base and wildlife habitat, what happens to that land?

The farm eavironment where wildlife has gathered will be forever changed. Those crops won't be grown.
Many species now occupy the acres of farmland Cal-Fed proposes to take out of production. They are there
because of the habitat provided by farmers and ranchers. Hislary shows that the govemment has not done a
good job of protecting and repopulating these species. Coop arrang with land have
worked better,

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappointed that Cal-Fed and its agencies have turned & deaf ear to the
more than 1,000 represcntatives of agriculture who attended your 16 hearings last year, Of the 800 people
who spoke, most were farmers and ranchers and their families and neighbors. These people are stewards of
the cavironment, managing land and water that produces food, wildlife and oxygen.

Qe s

Winters, CA 95694

cc: Senator Dianne Fcinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Mike Thompson
Congressman Doug Ose Asscmblywomen Helen Thomson

WILLARD G MORGAN
6040 MORGAN TERRITORY RD
CLAYTON, CA 945179724

August 11, 2000

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay Delta Program

1416 Ninth St, Suite 1155

Sacramento, Ca 95814

RE: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am a farmer and rancher in Contra Costa County. My family has been managing this
land for the production of food and fiber, wildlife habitat enhancement, recreation, and
other multiple uses.

Cal-Fed’s plan to put nearly 250,000 acres into public ownership and none in multiple
use management appears to be a very poor planning. The EIS/EIR for this plan
apparently does not even address the economic effects of this “land grab” to the
communities effected or realistically address the habitat changes to existing wildlife on
these lands,

Cal-Fed should make an effort to work with the citizens of the state to solve the real
problems, and not continue 10 attempt to achieve pre-conceived goals by acquiring vast
acreage’s of land and imposing your plans against the will of the citizens,

Sincerely,

Willard G. Morgan

Cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Gov. Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Richard Rainey
Representatives George Miller & Ellen Taucher
Assemblymembers Lynne Leach & Tom Torlakson

County Supervisors

WM:slm
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RECEIVED

August 8, 2000 AUG 14 2000

. -Deita Program
Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director CALFED Bay-De

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuabl 1 The Cal-Fed
plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of pmductmn Cal-Fed has not given enocugh thought to

the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the loss
of farmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.

But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won't have to be taken away from farms.

1 think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed
should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its
plan untif citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerel;
%{»w

Don Gordon
6060 Gordon Valley Rd.
Suisun, CA 94585

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Mike Thompson
Congressman Doug Ose Assemblywomen Helen Thomson

Vereschagin Farms Inoc.
3548 County Road P
Orland, CA 95963

August 13, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Progranm

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a farmer of 1,700 acres of orchards in Glenn County I
have grave concerns with the final Cal-Fed EIB/EIR dooument.
I respectfully request that you give the public more time
to review the document and allow us to comment on the
document. Because of the complexity of the large document I
ask that you hold public hearings to explain what the
Cal-Fed program will mean to us.

Throughout the entire Cal-Fed process I am extremely
troubled that new water storage has been a very low priority
for increasing the states water supply. As California's
population continues to grow and the environment continues
to demand more water, that water should come from newly
developed storage, not from farmers,

The Cal-Fed plan to remove approximately 250,000 aores of
farm land from production is unacceptable. Cal-Fed has not
adequately addressed the environmental, economic, social and
third party impacts that would result from this land
conversion.

Again I request that you allow additional time for public
comments and hold public hearings throughout the state
before implementing the plan.

Sincerely,
-
AR

Mike Vereschagin

cc: Benator Dianne Feinstein
Governor Gray Davis
S8enator Barbara Boxer
Rep. Doug Ose
Agsembly Member Dick Dickerszon
Btate Senator Maurice Johannessen

C-029678
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Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: FINAL PROGRAMMATIC EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
The Cal-Fed proposal to take nearly 250,000 acres of prime agriculture land out of production, to
up-root numerous farming families and negatively impact numerous rural communities is

ptat Iture is an irreplaceable economic and environmental resource that
provides numerous benefits to California citizens.

‘We know Cal-Fed’s concern is d to be envi Ily based, but the proposed solution
is shortsighted. This proposal fails to deal with the real problem — overpopulation and over
development of the coastal and near coastal metropolitan areas of San Francisco and surrounding
towns. Unless setious steps are taken to control the impact of current development in the deita
area and unless additional restrictions are placed on new development in the delta area,
deterioration of the deita ecology will accelerate.

Instead the plan places most of the burden on farmers. Water in the rivers and reliable water
supply are two of the main issues, yet no new significant above ground water storage is proposed
to deal with drought years. This is a serious flaw in the proposed plan. Farmers and wildlife will
both neediessly suffer in drought years from this shortsighted approach.

The brief comment period and the lack of public hearings are also of concern to our members.

Cal-Fed is setting a dangerous precedence for alt of the California agriculturs, net just the
Central Valleys.

ﬂ% iy
George Ra;
President

Ce: Governor Gray Davis
Senator Dianne Feinstein

Bill Pauli, President Calif. Farm Bureau Fed.
Judi Fitzgerald, Calif. Farm Bureau Fed.

Senator Barbara Boxer Supervisor Wally Leimgruber
Congressman Duncan Hunter Supervisor Dean Shores
State Senator Dave Keiley Supervisor Tony Tirado
Assemblyman Jim Battin Supervisor Tom Veysey
Supervisor Bill Cole

TO REPRCSENT, PROTECT AND ABVANCE THE SOCIAL, FCONOMIC AND EDUCATIONAL INTERESTS Ok FHE FARMENS OF THE COUNTY, TIE. STATE AND TUIE. NATION.

Jerry N. Robinson
3382 Carlin Road
Stocktoa, CA 95206

August 7, 2000

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fod Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 115

Sacramento, AC 95814

Re: Final Programmatioc EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 am coacomed about the Cal-Fed programs that will affect the eavironment oo my farm, and the delta ares
of San Joaquin County. Agriculture is an important part of California's environment, Cal-Fed plans to

coavert nearly a quarter of a million acres of farmland to habitat and other uses. Cal-Fed should study the
enviroamental and economic impacts of that land conversion.

Farmers are stewards of the land, and we would rather icipate in envi 1 '. than be
Forced out of business. We oppose requirements that teil us what to grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed
must work with farmers in a cooperative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need roliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
Mnmawuﬁvdym&vdopNEmemmMpmviduREAwamyields. Without .
more storage, California won't have enough water for the eavironment in dry years. That means water will
be taken away from farms, especially during droughts.

The Cal-Fed plan has been substantially changed in the finai document, Cal-Fed needs to hold Public
hearings before the proposal becomes finalized. The public nesds more time to adequately review and
understand the proposal.

Jerry N, Robinson

o Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
State Senator Patrick Johnston
Representative Richard Pombo
Assembly Member Michael Machado
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

1000 Broadway, El Centro, CA 92243 » Tel: (760) 352-3831 » Fax: (760) 352-0232
August 10, 2000

JAMES C. ROBERTS, INC.
PMB 514

1835A 3. Centre City Pkwy.
Escondido, CA 92025-6504,

Phone 760-738-2370
Fax 760-738-3903
August 10, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Directar
Cal-Fed Bay Delta Program

1418 Ninth Street Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

The Environmental Impact Report recently released by Cal-Fed does not adequately
recognize the role agriculture has played in providing wildlife habitat. The
government already owns half the land in California and yet 75 percent of the
wildlife exists on privately owned land. Farmers have done a better job of
maintaining habitat that has the government. Farmaers have long been good
stewards of the environment, and we think Cal-Fed should encourage landowners to
enhance voluntary habitat conservation efforts.

Please extend the review period for the EIR and schedule more public hearings. This
impartant issue desarves more public input.

Our water storage and supply need to be increased. Agriculture is a vital part of the
state’s economy. Without water agriculture cannot continue and thereby farmiand
loses its value as habitat and a vital food resource for a growing population.

{ have been farming vfor ovar forty years in San Diego County, and our farm has
provided natural habitat for a great variety of animals and birds through the years.

Sincerely,

James C. Roberts
for

OB

COMPANY

7000 South Inland Drive * Stockton, California 95208-9621 « Fax (209) 466-7918 * Telephone {209) 466-7915

B

C—0296709

August 7, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 115

Sacrameato, AC 95814

Re: Final Programmatioc EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 am concemed about the Cal-Fed programs that will affect the eavironment on my farm, and the delta area
of San Joaquin County. Agriculture is an important part of California's enviroament. Cal-Fed plans to
convert nearly a quarter of a million acres of farmland to habitat and other uses. Cal-Fed should study the
eaviroamental and economic impacts of that land conversion.

Farmers are stewards of the land, and we would rather participate in environmental restoration, than be
forced out of business. We oppose requirements that tell us what to grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed
must work with farmors in a cooperative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordable water, Cal-Fed
must move aggressively to develop NEW water storage that provides REAL new water yields. Without
moro storage, California won't have enough water for the environment in dry years. That means water will
be taken away from farms, especially during droughts.

The Cal-Fed plan has been substantially changed in the final document, Cal-Fed needs to hold public
ings before the proposal becomes finalized. The public needs more time to adequately review and
understand the proposal.

SincerSly,

Michael S. Robinson
President

o3 Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
State Senator Patrick Johnston
Representative Richard Pombo
Assembly Member Michae! Machado
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

C-029679



Michael S. Robinson
(970 Bowman Road
Stockton, CA 95206

August 7, 2000

Mr. Stove Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 115

Sacrameato, AC 95814

Re: Final Progranunatioc EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchis: ’

I am concemed about the Cal-Fed programs that will affect the enviroament oa my farm, and the delts area
of San Joaquin County. Agriculture is an important part of Califomia's enviroament. Cal-Fed plans to
coavert nearly 4 quarter of a million scros of farmiand to habitat and other uses. Cal-Fed should study the
environmental and economic impacts of that land conversion.

Fammers are stewards of the land, and we would rather participate in eavironmental rostoration, than be
forced out of business. We oppose requirements that tell us what to grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed
must work with farmers in 2 cooporative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers neocd reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
st move aggressively to develop NEW water storage that provides REAL new water yields, thout‘
more storage, Califomia won't have enough water for the environment in dry years. That means water will
be taken away from farms, especially during droughts.

The Cal-Fed plan has been substantially changed in the final document, Cal-Fed teeds to hold _public
hearings before the proposal becomes finalized. The public needs more time to adequately review and
umdorstand the proposal.

oc Govetnor Gray Davis
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
State Senator Patrick Johnston
Representative Richard Pembo
Assombly Member Michael Machado
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

ROBINSON & DRURY

Diversified Parming
Jerry N. Robineon @ Michae! 8. Robineon ® Dale L. Drury

7000 So. Inland Drive ® (209) 466-7915 e Stockton, Ca 95206

August 7, 2000

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 115

Sacramento, AC 95814

Re: Final Programmatioc EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie;

corned about the Cal-Fed programs that will affect the mvirf:mnmt.m my farm, and the dsita area
Lfi?::?eaquin (l:ounty Agriculture is an important part of Califomia's environmect. Cal-Fed pians to

convert nearly a quarter of a million acres of farmiand to habitat and other uses. Cal-Fed should study the
eavironmental and economic impacts of that land conversion.

N . . . bs
Farmers are stewards of the land, and woe would rather in . than
Soamedwat‘:f' i ‘We oppose i Mmllmwhnwgrowmdhowwgmwm Cal-Fed

mstworkwiﬂxﬁnwsinaooepemijwspirin
- . o o " Fed
roductive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers noed rehablnndaﬁbrdnbleyvatu, Cal.
';::‘mmwmawemvelp ively to develop NEW water storage that provides R_EALnawwmr)qeld& W'mhout_
momge.Califomilwon’thavemmiﬁwmfotdumvkmmﬂnmdxyyun, That means water will
be taken away from farms, especially during droughts.

|-Fed plan has boen substantially changed in the final document, (;a!-Fednud:wholdpublic
:Ih'Cllbafol:edmr posal b finalized. The public needs mors tims to adequately review and

understand the proposal.

Michael S. Robinson

cc: Govemor Gray Davis
Seaator Dianne Feinstein
Seaator Barbara Boxer
State Senator Patrick Johnston
Representative Richard Pombo
Assembly Member Michael Madwb.
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

" C—029680

Dona Mast
16455 Gottlob Mast Way
Esparto, CA 95627

August 11, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Exacutive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program

1418 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a Yolo County farmer | am concemed with the final Cal-Fad EIS/EIR rel d July 21.1 tully
fequest you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much too large 1o digest

and much toc complex to undsrstand. | also request you hold hearings to explain what the Cal-Fed
program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, | have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the
lack of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
fammers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants, Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air. Farming
provides wildlife habitat while producing food. | continue to pay taxes an that land and survive on the
income, This farmiand has been in my family for generations. It is sustainable. | am not destroying the
environment; | am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmiand in California and losa the habitat it provides
for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the fand in California,
yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that [s?

| have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and cared
for. When the govemment decides to buy land because of a particutar species, that species often goes
elsewhere bacause the govemmaent fails to manage the land property.

Aqaillv, | request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement
the plan.

Singarely,

mb
Dona Mast
cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governar Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator K. Maurice Johannessen
Rep. Doug Ose Assembly Member Richard Dickerson
Yolo County Board of Supervisrs Assembly Member Helen Thomson

RIO BLANCO RANCH

LN HOBINSON, It , PRESIDENT
7000 S. INLAND ORIVE  PHONE 4667915 STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA 95206

August 7, 2000

Mr. Stove Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 115

Sacramento, AC 95814

Re: Final Programmatioc EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 am coucemed about the Cal-Fed programs that will affect the enviroament on my farm, and the delta area
of San Joaquin County. Agriculturs is an important part of Califomia's environmeat. Cal-Fed plans to

convert nearly 2 quarter of 8 million acres of farmiand to habitat and other uses. Cal-Fed should study the
environmental and economic impacts of that land conversion.

Farmers are stewards of the land, and we would rather participate in eavi ion, than be
forced out of busi We oppose requil that tefl us what to grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed
must work with farmers in a cooperative spirit,

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must move aggressively to develop NEW water storage that provides REAL new water yields. Without
more storage, California won't have enough water for the environment in dry yoars. That means water will
be taken away from farms, especially during droughts,

The Caj-Fed plan has boen substantially changed in the finaf document, Cal-Fed needs to hold Public

before the p ized. The public needs more time to adequately review and
understand the proposal.

Sinceraly, .
W Coblarr—

Jeity N. Robinsan
President

ce: Govemor Gray Davis
Senstor Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
State Senator Patrick Johnston
Representative Richard Pombo
Assembly Member Michael Machado
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

C-029680



LAFAYETTE RANCH

7000 8. INLAND DR.
STOCKTON, CALIFORN!A 95208-9621
{209) 468-7915

August 7, 2000

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suits 115 - - - .
Sacramento, AC 95314

' Re: Final Programumatioc EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
Tam concerned about the Cal-Fed programs that will affect the eavironment on my farm, and the delta area
of San Joaquin County. Agriculture is an important part of California's eavironment. Cal-Fed plans to

coavert nearly a quartec of a million acres of farmland to habitat and other uses. Cal-Fed should study the
environmental and economic impacts of that land coaversion.

Farmers are stowards of the land, and we would rather partici) 1 than bo
forced out of business, Weqrposemquuumthuuuulwhatwmmdhowwmm Cal-Fed
st work with farmers in a cooperative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordabls water. Cal-Fed
must move aggressively to develop NEW water storage that provides REAL new water yields. Without
more storage, California won't have eaough water for the environment in dry years, That mesns water will
be taken away from farms, especially during droughts.

The Cal-Fed plan has been substantially changed in the final document, Cal-Fed needs to hold public
hearings before the proposal becomeos finalized. The public nseds more time to adequately review and
understand the proposal.

Sinceroly,
Jetry N. Robinson
Vice President

cc: Govemor Gray Davis
Seaator Barbars Boxer
State Senator Patrick Johnston
Reprasentative Richard Pombo
Assembly Member Michael Machado
San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

RICHARD W. MORGANTINI

MORGANTINI RANCHES RECEIVED
P.0. BOX 791
SANTA YNEZ CA 93460 AUG 14 200
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
August 3, 2000
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

My family has farmed in California since the mid [800’s when my great-grandfather immigrated from
Switzerland. As a family farmer, Iam concerned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21. 1
respectfully request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much too large to
digest and much too complex to understand. I also request you hold hearings to explain what the Cal-Fed
program will mean to us,

Through this entire process, I have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the lack of
progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment continues to require
more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants, Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air. Farming provides
wildlife habitat while producing food. Farming provides the food we all eat. Farming is a major economic force
in our state’s economy.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it provides for
numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in California, yet 75 percemt
of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

1 have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and cared for.
When the government decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species often goes elsewhere
because the government fails to manage the land properly.

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement the
plan.

Sincerely,

Richard W. ini

3 Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis Gail Marshall, Santa Barbara
Senator Barbera Boxer State Sen. Jack O’Connell County Supervisor

Rep. Lois Capps Assembly Member Hannah-Beth Jackson
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Don Tompkins
P.O. Box 22
Guinda, CA 95637

August 11, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St,, Suite 1165

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a Yolo County farmer | am concemed with the final Cal-Fad EIS/EIR released July 21. | respectfully
request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much too large to digest
and much too complex to understand. | also request you hold hearings to expiain what the Cal-Fed
program will mean to us,

Through this entire process, | have been concemed about the loss of farmland, loss of watsr and the
lack of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those planis give off oxygen and help clean the air. Farming
provides wildiife habitat while producing food. | continue to pay taxes an that land and survive on the
income. This farmland has been in my family for generations. It is sustainable. 1 am not destroying the
environment, | am helping to praserve it.

Do wa really want to lose thousands of acres of farmiand in California and lose the habitat it provides
for numercus animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in California,
yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private fand. Why do you think that is?

{ have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is wel! managed and cared
for, When the government decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species often goes
elsewhere bacauss the governmant fails to manage the land propsrly.

Again, | request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement
the plan.

Sincerely, v
D 8‘/\«/[/

Don Tompkins

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis

Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator K. Maurice Johannessen
Rep. Doug Ose Assembily Mamber Richard Dickerson

Yolo County Board of Supervisrs Assembly Member Helen Thomson

C-029681



Eric Pauisen
202 Rancho Way
Woodland, CA 95695

August 11, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1418 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dsar Mr. Ritchie:

As a Yolo County farmer | am concemed with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR rel d July 21. | respectfully
recuest you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much too large to digest

and much too complex to understand. | also request you hold hearings to explain what the Cal-Fed
program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, | have been concemed about the loss of farmiand, loss of water and the
lack of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers, .

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those piants give off oxygen and help clean the air. Farming
provides wildlife habitat while producing food. | continue to pay taxes on that land and survive on the
income. This farmland has been in my family for generations. it is sustainable. | am not destroying the
environment; | am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it provides
for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in California,
yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

I have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and cared
for. When the government decides to buy land because of a pasticular species, that species often goes
elsewhere because the government fails to manage the tand properly.

Again, } request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement
the plan.

Sincerely,

Eric Paulsen

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis

Senator Barbara Boxer State K. Maurice Joh

Rep. Doug Ose A bly Member Richard Dich
Yolo County Board of Supervisrs Assembly Member Helen Thomson

._Shasta County Farm Bureau

l‘ 35605 Bechelli Lane = Redding, CA96002 = {530) 223-2358 = E-mail info@shastafarmbureau.com

—
August 10, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a member of Shasta County Farm Bureau with over 1600 members, 1 feel I must comment on your
recent release of the final EIS/EIR regarding the Cal-Fed program. I am writing to ask you to extend the
time to read and comment on the final environmental report released July 21, I also believe Cal-Fed
should hold public hearings on the plan, so we who must sbide by it can understand how we fit into the
plan.

The government already owns half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on privately
owned land. We have done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the government. We take seriously
our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners with the government. Cal-Fed should
encourage land s to ent luntary habitat vation efforts,

Cal-Fed needs to move more qmck]y to develop surface thef storage with adequate yield to

the i and | needs. Water conservation cannot make the
same strides it has made in the past We will work to become more efficient, but drought will take a
serious toll on California’s environment and economy unless new storage with additional yield comes on
line soon,

Sincerely,

/;7/ (TS

George Wold
Shasta County Farm Bureau Director

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein County Supervisor Kehoe

Senator Barbara Boxer County Supervisor Fust
Rep. Herger County Supervisor Hawes
Governor Gray Davis County Supervisor Wilson

State Senator Maurice Johannesen ~ County Supervisor Clarke
Assembly Member Dick Dickerson

C—029682

+,ohasta County Farm Bureau

3608 Bechells Lane » Redding, CA 96002 » {530) 223-2358 » E-mail info@shastafarmbureau.com

—
August 10, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a member of Shasta County Farm Bureau, which rep: over 1600 bers, I must on
the recent release of the final EIS/EIR regarding the. Cal-Fed program. Cal-Fed must recognize California
farmland as a valuable environmental resource within the state, The Cal-Fed plan would take nearly
250,000 acres out of valuable production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to the environmental
impact of this land conversion, and needs to complete this task before drastically changing California’s
already sustainable agriculture environment.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation to ensure that the {and can help feed
our growing population and provide habitat at the same time. In addition, Cal-Fed must develop water
storage with adequate yield, as this is the backbone to ensuring the future of both. New storage will help
guarantee water for the environment in dry years, so water won’t have to be taken away from farms.

Public hearings need to be held to explain the plans before they become final, as well as telling us how
this newly changed plan will affect people. The plan should not be finalized until citizens have adequate
opportunity to review it and make decisions based upon the facts,

Sincerely,

Richard Tiylo
Shasta County Farm Bureau 2™ Vice President

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis County Supervisor Hawes
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Maurice Johannesen County Supervisor Wilson

Rep. Wally Herger Assembly Member Dick Dickerson County Supervisor Clarke
County Supervisor Fust County Supervisor Kehoe

»,Shasta County Farm Bureau

3605 Bechell Lane = Redding, CA96002 » {530} 223-2358 » E-mail: info@shastafarmbureau com

August 10, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr Ritchie

As a Shasta County farmer, I am concerned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21, I respectfully request
you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is omch too large to digest and much too
complex to understand, I also ask that you hold hearings to explain what the Cal-Fed program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, I have been concerned abous the loss of farmland, loss of water and the lack of
progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment continues to require more
water, more sources need to be utilized. Do not take the water from the people responsible for feeding the nation.

Water for farms is used to grow plants, which results in the release of air cleaning oxygen. Farming also provides
wildlife habitat while producing food. I continue to pay taxes on that land and sumve on the income, This farmland
has been in my family for ions, It is inable. I am not destroying the ; I am helping to
preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it provides for numerous
animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the
wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

1 have an answer, The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and cared for. When
the government decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species often goes elsewhere because the
government fails to manage the land properly,

Again, | request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement such a
devastating plan.

cmly,
il TN

lvar Amen
Shasta County Farm Bureau Director

Governor Gray Davis County Supervisor Clarke
State Sen. Maurice Johannesen County Supervisor Fust

Assembly Member Dick Dickerson County Supervisor Wilson
County Supervisor Hawes County Supervisor Kehoe

ce: Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Rep, Wally Herger

C-029682



August 10, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchis:

Cal-Fed must recognize Califoria farmtand as a valuable environmental
resource. The Cal-Fed plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production.
Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to the environmental impact of this land
conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce this loss of valuable
farmiand.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way,
the [and can help feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same
time. But farmers can't provide habitat or feed peopis without reliable and
affordable water. Cal-Fed must develop water storage with adequate yield. New
storage will help guarantee water for the environment in dry years so water won't
have to be taken away from farms.

| think that Cal-Fed should hoid public hearings to explain its plans before they
become final. Cal-Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will

affact people. Cal-Fed should net finalize its plans until the public has adequate
opportunity to review it and comrnerlt’upon it.

Sincerely, g ’7// .

Bob Martin, General Manager, Rio Fanms

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Grey Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Bruce McPherson
Representative Sam Farr Assemblyman Peter Frusetta
Monterey County Supervisors

PO.Box605 -+ KingCity, CA93930 - (831)385-6225 + FAX(831)385-0133

Car] Funke
7542 County Rd 44
Willows, CA 95988

August 12, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 am writing you today to express my concem about the inadequate amount of time allocated for
public comment on the Cal-Fed final report. Many of our concerns as farmers in the north state
have not been adequately addressed in this final report and should be addressed before this plan is
made final.

T have lived and farmed in this beautiful Sacramento Valley my whole life, and I have watched as
our own public agencies have encouraged agriculture to expand acreage to make use of this great
natural resource. This current Cal-Fed plan will take us backwards. There is no analysis of what
effect taking 250,000 acres of farmland out of production will have on the economies of these
rural communities, how it will effect the environment, how nonnative plant and animal species will
be controlled on these propesties, how state and federal agencies will have the monies or
manpower to manage these properties, and where the water for this iost farmland will come from.

‘Water supplies are not ad by of previously mismanaged State and Federal water
projects. Lets not add to the problem by adding new projects and not first building new water

supplies.

1 would like to see Cal-Fed hold additional public hearings to explain it’s plan and answer public
questions before making this plan final.

Thank you for your consideration.

Cito L

arl Funke
cc: Senator Barbara Boxer
Senator Diane Feinstein
Rep. Doug Ose
State Senator Maurice Johannessen
Assemblyman Dick Dickerson

277 Laurel Road
Oakley, California
August 11, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, Ca 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

T am deeply concerned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR d It is very complex. I
am primarily concerned about the lack of storage of water. As our state’s population
commues to grow, more food Wlﬂ need to be produced to feed this expanding population.

d food production is d dent upon additional water. I also have serious
concerns about tkag farmiand out of production. Where will the food come from for
our expanding population? Less land times less water does NOT EQUAL MORE
FOOD!

Please hold public hearings to explain how this lex d will affect all of
Sincerely,
hn H. deFremery
RECEIVED
AUG 14 2000
CALFED Bay-Oolta Program
Johnson Ranches
4400 Whispering Oaks Circle

Granite Bay, Ca. 95746

August 10, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, Ca. 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 have been & rancher in Placer County for almost 55 years, and I am very concemed about your final Cal-
Fed EIS/EIR document that was released on July 21, 2000.

The 6500 page report is far too long, complicated and technical for me, and others in the agricultural
community to read and understand in the short period allotted to us to review and comment on the plan.

California ranchers and farmers have showa their willingness to conscrve water and enhance wildlife
habitat, but we fear Cal-Fed does not seem to understand our need to be able to count on reliable and
adequate water at all times for our operations.

1 do not believe Cal-Fed needs to purchase more land to provide habitat and water storage as we have more
than enough government owned land for those uses.

Reason and common sense needs to be used when decisions are made as to how these propertics are
developed for their future use. New water storage facilitics need to be developed now to provide water for
livestock, poultry and crops. | do not believe people want to exist on a diet of salmon.

1ask you to lengthen the comment pericd for us and to hold public hearings through-out the state to explain
your plan.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

ﬁ%m Johnson Ao

Cc: Govemor Gray Davis
Cangressman John Doolittle
US Senator Dianne Feinstein
US Senator Barbara Boxer
Senator Tim Leslie
Assemblyman Rico Oller
Placer County Board of Supervisors
CFBF Gary Sack

C—029683
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RECEIVED
AUS 14 2000

CALFED Bay-Deita Pro;
Johnson Ranches Bay ram

4400 Whispering Oaks Circle
Granite Bay, Ca. 95746

August 10,2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St,, Suite 1155

Sacramento, Cz. 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Desr Mr. Ritchie:

1 am « third generation rancher in Placer County, and I am concemed with your final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR
plan reieased on July 21, 2000.

Your plan is very technical and complicated, and I would appreciate your giving more time to the period
for comment. Also, public hearings should be held, before your implement the plan.

T have spent a lifetime conserving water and providing wildlife habitat on my property. 1, and other
ranchers and farmers need to be assured that adequate water supplies will be available for our operations
now, and in the future. We must have water so that we caa provide for our families and also care for the
eavironment and wildlife.

Califomis’s population continues to grow so rapidly it is evident Cal-Fed must develop more water storage
facilities immediately. If this is not done, the people, wildlife, and farmiands will suffer greatly in the
future,

1 hope your plan will accomplish this for the people of California.

Again, I ask you to hold public hearings to explain this plan, and to provide more time for comment.

Sincerely,

o V4

Cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Governor Gray Davis
Congressman John Doolittle
Senator Tim Leslie
Assemblyman Rico Oller
Placer County Board of Supervisors
CFBF Gary Sack

RECEIVED

AUs
Hillebrecht Farms 14 2m

2170 Skytine Drive
Escondido, CA 92027

August 10, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
I am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and on the final envirc 1 report released

July 21. I also believe Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan, so we who must abide by it can
understand how we fit into the plan.

‘The government already owns haif the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on privately
owned land. We have done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the government. We take seriously
our roles of stewards of the envu'onmem and wish to be partners with the government. Cal-Fed should
encourage land s to ent y habitat conservation efforts.

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to
accommodate the increasing population and environmental needs. Water conservation cannot make the
same strides it has made in the past. We will work to become more efficient, but drought will take a
serious toll on California’s enviroament and economy unless new storage with additional yield comes on

line soon.

Smcerely, :

Ben Hillebrecht

CC:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis Assemblyman Howard Kaloogian
Semtor Barbara Boxer Senator David Kelley Supervisor Bill Horn

p Randy Cunningt

CALFED Bay. Dt Frogygpm

MoNTEREY COUNTY FARM BuUREAU

Mailing Address: P.O, Box 1449 Salinas, CA 93902

‘ 4 Phone: (831) 455-2600  Fax: (831} 455-2610  E-Mail: mocofb@redshift.com
4
8/11/00
EE—
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Dircotor RECEIVED
Cal-Fed Bay Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 AUG 14 2000
Sacramento, CA 95814 Re: Final Programmatic EIR/EIS
CALFED Bay-Delta Program

The Monterey County Farm Buresu Board of Directors and its bers are d

about how the Cal-Fod programs will impact the eavironment of our state’ s farms and ranches.
The agricultural industry is the number one economic engiue in our county and in our state, and
we are & vital part of the environment of California. The proposed conversion of over a quarter
million scres of farmland into habitat and other uses, without an analysis of the impacts of that
type of land conversion is unconscionsblet Your Cal-Fed program raust seck ways to avoid this
typo of whole scale removal of California farmiand from production!

As a third generation California farmer, myself the Cal-Fed proposal is not only log:sucally
untenable to me, but arrogantly offensive to my very agricul roots and the of my
parents and grandparents to Monterey County and Califomiz agriculture and the overall
economy! Farmers and ranchers in our state ace the premier stewards of our land, as it is our
heritage and our legacy to the future. Qur pioneering agricultural spirit must be allowed to
continue in the most true sense, by allowing California farmers to have the freedom to innovate
and grow our products and business without such invasive plans as your Cal-Fed proposal,

California agriculture needs a stable and affordable supply of water to maintain and increase our
efficiency and productivity; but we nmust all work together to develop new water storage capacity
within the state to deal with our long-range needs. Your plan as proposed would take away
precious water from our state’s farmers and ranchers in drought years, which would negatively
impact not only agricuiture, but also the habitat and the state’s economy as well as that of the
global consumers our agricuiture also serves,

Cal-Fed needs to hold more public hearing to explain it's proposals, before they become final,
lndmdrmmeqmgxexplamwcverycmmm(hamhowyomplmawﬂllﬂ'wtthcpecple

Asp ives of California, we demand an opportunity to
d review and onyour, posal

Sincerely

Sharan Lanini, Executive Director

Cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis  Monterey Co. Board of Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer Senator Bruco McPherson  Assemblyman Fred Keeley
Congressman Sam Farr Assemblyman Peter Fursctta

RECEIVED
AUG 14 2000
August 8, 2000 CALFED Bay-Deita Program

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As 2 Solano County farmer I am concerned with the final Cai-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21. I
respectfully request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much
too large to digest and much too complex to understand. I also request you hold hearings to explain
what the Cal-Fed program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, I have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the
lack of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air.
Farming provides wildlife habitat while producing food. I continue to pay taxes on that land and
survive on the income. This farmland has been in my family for generations. It is sustainable. I am
not destroying the environment; I am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and fose the habitat it
provides for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the govemment owns about half the land in
California, yet 75 percent of the wildiife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

I have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and
cared for, When the govemment decides to buy land because of & particular species, that species
often goes el the go fails to manage the land properly.

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you
implement the plan.

Sue Lippstreu
5194 Clayton Rd.
Suisun, CA 94585

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis

Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Mike Thompson
Congressman Doug Ose Assemblywomen Helen Thomson

C—0296 84
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RECEIVED

AUG 14 2000
Tulloch Ranch CALFED Bay-Dsita Progeam
28223 Highway 78
Ramona, CA 92065
August 10, 2000
Mz, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR.
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment on farms and ranches, Agriculture is an
important part of California’s environment. Cal-Fed plans to convert nearly & quarter of & miltion acres of
farmland to habitat and other uses. It should study the environmental impact of that land coaversion. Cal-Fed
must seek ways to avoid taking ranchland out of production.

‘While this program has little effect on our ranching operation in San Dicgo County, the long term effects to
agriculture in the state can be devastating. We protect the wildlife cn our ranch while the public land habitat
deteriorates to the point of non-use ail around us,

T know many farmers who enhance the wildlife value of their farms, We are stewards of the land and we want to
be partners in environmental restoration, but we oppose requirements that teli us what to grow and how to grow it.
Cal-Fed must work with us in a cooperative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordable water, Cal-Fed must
move aggressively to develop new water storage that provides adequate yield. Without more storage, California
won’t have enough water for the environment in dry years. That means water will be takea away from farms,
especially during droughts. Without water, farmland loses its value as habitat and as a vital food resource for
California’s growing population.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final, Cal-Fed should tell us how its
plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan until citizens have adequate
opportuniity to review it and comutient upon it.

Sincerely,
William Tuiloch
CC: Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis Assemblywoman Charlens Zettel
Senator Barbara Boxer Senator David Kelley Supervisor Dianne Jacob
Representative Brian Bilbray
Kevin Steward
P.O. Box 1046 RECE'VED
Walnut Grove, CA 95690 Aug 1 4 2000
August 10, 2000 Bay-Data

Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CAL-FED Bay/Delta Program.

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mz, Ritchie,

As a Sacramento County grape grower, [ am concemed with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21. 1
respectfully request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It 1$ much too large
1o digest and much too complex to understand. ] also request you hold hearings to explain what the Ca)-
Fed program will mean to us.

1am concerned about the loss of farmland, lass of water and the lack of progress on storage. As
California’s population continues to grow and the environment continues to require more water, that water
should come from newly developed storage,

Farming provides wildlife habitat while prodncm; food. Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those
plants give off oxygen and help clean the sir. I continue to pay taxes on that land and survive on the
income. This farmiand is inable. Iam not destroying the envi 1 am helping to preserve it.

1 do not believe we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmiand in Califorr.is and lose the habitat it
provides for numerous animals and plants. Right now, the government owns about half the land in
California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife babitat js on private. Why is this??

‘The answer is simple. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and cared
for. When the govemnment decides to buy land because of a; particular species, that species often goes
elsewhere because the government fails to manage the land properly.

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement the
plan.

Sincerely,

Kevin Steward

Dunting Y. . Tncs RECEIVED
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GALFED Bay-Delta Program

August 11, 2000

Mr, Steva Ritchie, Acting Executive Dirsctor
Cal-Fad Bay-Delta Program

1418 Ninth Strest, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 85814

Re: Final Programmic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

| am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and comment on the final environmental report
released July 21. | aiso believe Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan, $o we who must
abide by it can understand how we fit into the plan.

Our family has been fanming southem California since 1926, We are currently growing container
nursery stock on 350 acres in north San Diego County. We provide for wildlife in our farming
opaeration. Cal-Fed should conduct habitat-restoration work on existing govemment-owned
before it begins acquiring more land.

The govemment already owns haif the land in Califomia, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on
privately owned land. We have done a bstter job of maintaining habitat than has the govemment.
Wae take seriously our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners with the
govemnment. Cal-Fed should enc g downers to enh: voluntary habitat-conservation
efforts,

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to davelop surface water storage with adequate yield to
accommodate the increasing population and environmental needs. Water conservation cannot
make the same strides it has made in the past. Wae will work to become more efficient, but
drought will take a serious toll on California’s environment and economy unless new storage with
additional yield comes on line soon.

Sincarely,

Y/ N

Don Durling

CC: Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis A 1 Bruce Th
Senator Barbara Boxer CA Senator Bili Morrow Supervisor Bill Hom
Congressman Ron Packard

p
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August 14, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a frmer in San Benito County, I am both disappointed and quite concerned about the
final language of the Cal Fed EXS/EIR. | had hoped that with agriculture’s strong
attendance and comments made at the many hearings last year that we could affect the
fina} document. Just this last June, at an event east of Fresno, Senator Dianne Feinstein
stated that Cal Fed was a done deal and that California Agriculture was heard and taken
care of. I am sorry to say that this does not appear to be correct.

So we need to take another crack at making our points. We request that you extend the
review period to study the d and make And then we need the
opportunity to clarify our position at additional public hearings.

California agriculture cannot and must not be put in the position of being short on water
nor have its production acreage reduced. The final EIS/EIR calls for both.

1t is high time that food production is awarded its rightful place in importance to the State
of California and the Nation. The Final Programmatic EIS/EIR does not do so.

Ce: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis  State Sen. Bruce McPherson
Representative Sam Farr Senator Barbara Boxer Assemblyman Peter Frusetta

C—029685

6680 PACHECO PASS HIGHWAY » HOLLISTER, CALIFORNIA 95023 » 831 637,005 » TEI EFAX £31.637.1293
www.casadefruta.com

C-029685
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AUG 16 2000
August 14, 2000 CALFED Bay-Del1a Program
Mr. Steve Richie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St. Suite 1155
Sacramento, Ca 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Richie:

My two partners and myself rua & 5,000 acre cattle ranch in Alameds County. Iam
requesting that you extend the period of comment on the EIS/EIR released on July 21.
‘The average farmer or rancher’s free time is limited, and to review this lengthy report in
the given time is unreasonable. I also request that there be public hearings so that some
of the agricultural community’s concerns can be addressed.

One of my main concerns is the amount of productive agricuitural land that the plan
would eliminate and the affect this will have on California's food production. The plan
seems to be more directed to sustaining fish and wildlife with little regards to providing
high quality food for the people of California. The government already owns half of
California’s 100 million acres. Cal-Fed should conduct their habitat program on that land
and not take private land. Cal-Fed admits their plan will have "irreversibie and
irretrievable” impact on almost & quarter-of-a-million acres of California farmland.,

The Cal-Fed plan will hurt California. The majority of speakers at the hearing last year
were farmers and ranchers and they stated their concerns. It seems that nobody was
listening. Maybe if there are new public meetings held they will be heard.
Sincerely:
e T
R T NI N
Steve Russo
577 Jensen Street
Livermore, CA 94550

cc Senator Dianne Feinstein  Senator Barbara Boxer Governor Gray Davis
State Senators: Reg ives: A bly Memt
Liz Figueroa Barbara Lee Ellen Corbett
Don Perata Foriney Stark John Dutra
Richard Rainey Ellen Tauscher Lynn Leach
Alameda County Supervisors:
Wilma Chan  Scott Haggerty
Mary King  Gail Steele
Keith Carson
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August, 2000

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuable environmental resource. The Cal-Fed
plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to
the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the loss

of farmland.
Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time

But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won’t have to be taken away from farms.

1 think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Feq
should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its
plan until citizens have adequate opponunity to review it and comment upon it.

el fchon_

David Drucker

RECEIVED
August 14, 2000 AUG 16 2000
CALFED Bay-Dutta Peagra
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Fxecutive D
Cal-Fed Bay Deita Diroctor
1416 Ninth St,, S¢s 1155
CA 95814
Re: Final Programmetic EIS/EIR
Cal-Fod nust ach ige that California farmium i
rsource. The current pian Califormia is & valuablo envi
?&Im,t%%ww&mmamﬁumzwxmw
loss of funmland. u that the peop d pla look for ways to reduce the
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food we est, our furmers, We bolieve that all 5 the i
“k‘m“m'ﬁ'hvm-ndmmiom.::mb’m That we can
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Thauk you for attention to this criticalty important issue,

ly,

CEH e,
Dwumvmnx‘“w'?\.g_\
1723 Duchess Terrace
Beentwood, CA 4513

CC: Scnator Dixane Feinstein Goversor Gray Devis
Seastor Barbara Boxer mwwcm-c«mw
Congressouen George Miller Asnbly/woman Lynse Lonch Amtbly/man Torlakson
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August 10, 2000

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie,

1 am writing to ask you to extend the time for farmers to read and comment on the final
environmental report relcased July 21. A thousand page document cannot be adequately
reviewed by any interested party in the time allowed. Additionatly, [ ask that you hold
public hearings to explain the plan and how it affects us.

Through this entire process, I have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss of water
and the lack of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the
environment continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed
storage, not from farmers. Cal-Fed shouid instead be working with farmers on voluntary
habitat conservation, As a farmer in San Diego County, I do not feel our concems have been

adequately addressed.

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you
implement the plan.

hycerely, ’ .
P W &_
Janet Silva Kister

Sunlet Nursery, Inc.

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Ray Haynes
Rep. Ron Packard Assembly Member Bruce Thompson
County Supervisor Bill Horn

C-029686
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Ann ) B oo8ng
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CALFED Say-Delta Program
ee— Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
August 14, 2000 1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814
M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814 Dear Mr. Ritchie:
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR 1 am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and on the final envire i report

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a high school agriculture instructor, and member of Shasta County Farm Bureau, I must comment on the
recent release of the final EIS/EIR regarding the Cal-Fed program. The Cal-Fed plan does not recognize
California farmland as the valuable environmental resource within the state that it is. The Cal-Fed plan
would take nearly 250,000 acres out of valuable agriculture production, Cal-Fed has not given enough
thought to the environmental impact of this land conversion, and needs to complete this task before
drastically changing California’s already inable agriculture envi 2

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitgt conservation to ensure that the land can help feed our
growing population and provide habitat at the same time. In addition, Cal-Fed must develqp water storage
with adequate yield, as this is the backbone to ensuring the future of both. New storage will help guarantee
water for the eavironment in dry years, so water won't have to be taken away from farms, As an‘agnculture
instructor I know too well the importance of land co: :ervation and water use, and I teach this daily to my
students. Both are resources that need to be preserved for the years to come.

A solution that I recommend is to hold public hearings to explain the plans before they become final, as well
as tefling us how this newly changed plan will affect people. The plan should not be finalized until citizens
have adequate opportunity to review it and make decisions based upon the facts,

smmwau?ﬂ/' yute /{/

Shanan Lindahi
Shasta County Farm Bureau member
Instructor, Anderson Union High School

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis County Supervi.sor nges
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Maurice Johannesen County Supervisor Wilson

Rep. Watly Herger Assembly Member Dick Dickerson County Supervi.sor Clarke
County Supervi,or Fust County Supervisor Kehoe
RECEIVED
AUG 16 2000
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August 14, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As 2 Glenn County Farmer [ am very concerned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21.
T respectfully request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is
much too large to digest and much too complex to understand. I would also like to request you
hold hearings to explain what the Cal-Fed program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, I have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss of water and
the lack of progress on storage. As California's population continues to grow and the
environment continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed
storage, not from farmers. In the early 1930’s and 1940’s our Country’s leaders understood that
water storage (dams) was a necessity to our success and existence of our citizens of the United
States. It concerns me that our current leaders do not understand the importance of water
storage!

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air.
Farming provides wildlife habitat while producing food. I continue to pay taxes on that land and
survive on the income. This farmland has been in my family for twenty-eight years with hopes
that our children will continue the family tradition. It is sustainable. I am not destroying the
environment; [ am helping to preserve it and teaching my children the importance of farming, not
only for them, but also for our Country.

Buttermore Rancho Costa Lota i
7068 County Road 24
Orland, CA 95963
(530) 865-3504
Buttermore@thegrid.net

released July 21. I also belicve Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan, so we who must
abide by it can understand how we fit into the plan.

The government already owns half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exisis on
privately owned land. We have done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the government.
We take seriously our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners with the
government. Cal-Fed should encourage land to enh ) y habitat-conservation
efforts.

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to

date the i ing population and envir | needs. Water conservation cannot make
the same strides it has made in the past. We will work to become more efficient, but drought will
take a serious toll on California’s environment and economy unless new storage with additional
yield comes on line soon.

Sincerely,

lanAnderEQo\Q")‘M""

6269 Birds Landing
Birds Landing, CA 94512

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Mike Thompson
Congressman Doug Ose Assemblywomen Helen Thomson

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it
provides for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land
in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

I have that answer. The wildlife happens to like what we are doing. We are preserving their
habitat. Qur land and water is well managed and cared for. When the government decides to
buy land because of a particular species, that species often goes elsewhere because the
government fails to manage the land properly.

it saddens me to think that our leaders don’t understand the importance of our U.S. Farmers and
Ranchers. They are willing to preserve endangered species, National Parks, but ignore the
families that strive to feed the world. Please listen to our concerns! The implications of this plan
not only affect my family, but yours!

Again, I request you grant additi
implement the plan.

I time for and hold public hearings before you

Sincerely,

Staci K. Buttermore
Buttermore Ranch Costa Lota

cc: Governor Gray Davis
Senator Dijanne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
The Honorable Doug Ose
The He ble Maurice Joh
The Honorable Dick Dickerson
Glenn County Board of Supervisors

Buttermore Rancho Costa Lota 2
7068 County Road 24
Orland, CA 95963
(530) 865-3504
Buttermore@thegrid.net

C—029687
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RECEIVED
AUG 16 2000
August 8, 2000 CALFED Bay-Delta Program
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuable envire I r The Cal-Fed

plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to
the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the loss
of farmiand.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.

But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won't have to be taken away from farms.

1 think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed
should teil us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its
plan untit citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Si Y,

7690 Timm Rd.
Vacaville, CA 95688

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis

Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Mike Thompson
Congressman Doug Ose Assemblywomen Helen Thomson

MITCHEILL TURKEY FARM
B9ES1 Grant Line Road
ik Girowve, CA D824

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director

Cat-Fed Bay-Delta

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Desr Mr. Ritchie:

1 am » contract turkey grower in south Sacramento County, I ask two things , and then shall comment on
the document. The request are:

1. Mmmwmwummmmmmnmmeﬁmmm
July 21. As a farmer [ can’t of pages in the in the time
allowed.

2. Bold public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects on us. Mary changes were made to
the repoct, which the public needs to have an opportunity to understand and discuss. I fear that even
afier we review the document there will be a lot that we won't understand. Even thought you may not
beticve you are obligated to tell us how the plan will affect us, it's the right thing to do,

Comments: I believe that in trying to peotect the environment, the Cal-Fed plan actually will harm it

instead. Taking thousands of acres of land out of production will change the face of California agriculture
dramatically. It will have a huge impact on the environment, 1ot to mention local economies, When the
land in private ownership stops providing food, 2 tax bese and wildlife habitat, what happens (o the land?

The farm environment where wildlife has gatherod will be forever chianged. Those cops won’t be grown.
Many species now cccupy the acres of farmland Cal-Fed proposes 1o take out of production. They are

there because of the habitat provided by farmers and ranchers. Himshammathepvummm
z:npodpbofpwcdn;mdwhﬁn;mmspm Coopx

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappainted that Cal-Fed and its agencies have turned a deaf ear to the
more than 1,000 representatives of agriculture who attended your 16 hearings last year. Of the 800 people
who spoks, most were farmers and ranchers and their families and neighbors, These people are stewards
of the cavironment, managing land and water that produces food, wildlife and oxygen.

(it

Seaatar Barbar Boxer State Sen. Patrick Johnson
Rep. Doug Ose Asserubly Member Anthony Bescesti
RECEIVED
AUG 16 2000
CALFED Bg
August 7, 2000 Vel Program

Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchic:

1 am a farmer in Solano County. Iask two things, and then shall comment on the document. The requests
arc:

1. Extend the period to look through the document and provide comments on the final EIS/EIR
relessed July 21. As a farmer I can’t adequatcly review the of pages in the document in the time
allowed.

2. Hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects on us. Many changes were made to
the report, which the public needs to have an opportunity to undcrstand and discuss. [ fear that even after we
revicw the document there will be a lot that we won’t understand, Even though you may not believe you are
obligated to tell us how the plan will affect us, it’s the right thing to do.

Comments: [ believe that in trying to protect the environment, the Cal-Fed plan actually will hamm it
instead. Taking thousands of acres of land out of production will change the face of California agriculture
dramatically, It will have a huge impact on the environment, not to mention local economies. When the land
in private ownership stops providing food, a tax base and wildlife habitat, what happens to that land?

The farm environment where wildlife has gathered will be forever changed. Those crops won’t be grown.
Many specics now occupy the acres of farmland Cal-Fed proposcs to take out of production. They are there
because of the habitat provided by farmers and ranchers. I-ﬁstory shows that the government has not donc 2
good job of protecting and repopulating these species. Coop ar with land: have
worked better,

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. l am dlsappomtcd that Cal-Fed and its agencies have tumed a deaf ear to the
more than 1,000 rep of Iture who attended your 16 hearings last year. Of the 800 people
who spoke, most were farmers and ranchers and their familics and neighbors. These people are stewards of
the enviranment, managing land and water that produces food, wildlife and oxygen.

Sincerely, ’;()VQ,Q_‘_( iég "

Bill Petersen

5657 Creed Rd.

Suisun, CA 94585

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer Statc Senator Mike Thompson
Congressman Doug Ose Assemblywomen Helen Thomson

C—029688

C-029688



RECEIVED
AUG 16 2000
August 8, 2000 GALFED Bay-Delta Program
Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Asa Solano County grape grower [ am concerned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21,
1 respectfuily request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much
too large to digest and much too complex to understand, I also request you hold hearings to explain
what the Cal-Fed program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, I have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the
lack of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants, Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air,
Farming provides wildlife habitat while producing food. I continue to pay taxes on that land and
survive on the income. This farmland has been in my family for generations. It is sustainable. I am
not destroying the environment; I am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it
provides for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in
California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private tand. Why do you think that is?

I have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and
cared for. When the government decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species
often goes elsewhere b the g fails to manage the land properly.

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you
implement the plan.

5273 Gordon Valléy Rd.
Suisun, CA 94585

cc:  Senator Disnne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Mike Thompson
Congressman Doug Ose Assemblywomen Helen Thomson
Jonathan M. Pinkerton
P. O. Box 4099
Ventura, CA 83007
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Dear ™6 Ritchie:
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Augusi 13, 2000

ar. obeve dichie, iz ixecutive Director,
CALFED velta/Bay Program

Dear Steve:

Jon't be misled by the lettorhea.. Those o us who served in the military were not
born with a blue suit on, Heither do we keen it on after we are too old to fly. Hence the
return to forming.

Porsonally I'm worried that my farm will go out of production due to legislated action
by CALFED Of OTHRS. During the noriod 1950 through 1970 we were able Lo get enocugh uater
to flush the salt from our soil absut every 5 to 10 years. The breakdown of granite in
the mountains releases salt, (Jodium Chloride) that comes in with the irrigation water,
and cettles in the soil. BEventually it gets to be of 2 strongth that kills rod s of the
croos. Defore that havnened, we farmers would get enough water at the end of an irrigation
season to flush the wrter deenly into the soil, clearing it for the croos to come. At the
3ame time, we we-e recharging the aquifers beneath. Jells stood at 50 to U0 feet beneath
the surface. Today e often have to drill to 240 feet or deever to get wcter for the ca tle

The tendancy of the various agencies involved with the water division seoms to be,"use
a mimimm of water for crop production. Ship the water *h»% isn't used for crops out to
citdes, wildlife refuges, or to improve the quality of wrter in the streams. " All of
this is fine in principle, but f~ils to follow Mother Natures way of maxing land availnble
for mankind to use. Flooding isn't flushing the farmland any more. Thelind low enough to
receive the spring rush of runoff has been talken over by developers, and yearly “e see the
miles and miles of housing ben eath water.

s2ter dmsn't run uphill, The best engine~rs can't change that. 'le must get the
planhing engineers to put the development on land above the water runoff level. Cur farms
accepted the occasional flooding thrt was unplanned. HNow, instead of thot we have cities
building percolation basins to recharge the aquigers, wrile the soil from li feet dam to the
aquifer stays dry for yeirs, ond for miles and miles.

Pleass, can o have some of these meetings on water allocation timed to occur when the
farmer isn't plonting, cultivating, or harvesting. During winters the farmer can attend
and o’fer much that isn't taught in the universities, ye' is of valuable future us: by
the entire human race.

Thanks for laking the time to read this.

Hlls... ﬁ%w
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To Steve Rirchie
Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

Dear Mr. Ritchie,

I am a small farmer in the lower Sacramento Valley. This farm being on
the Sacramento River is dependant on it for irrigation water. | am very
concerned about the apparent lack of concern for addressing the need for
added water storage. The existance of water storage is the reason for the
growth in California to this point. The present supply is being streched to
it's limit and without additional water supply California will cease to grow.

This means people, industry, farmers and infrastructure.  Already city
subdivisions if short of water are not allowed to be built. There are many
sites for water storage available to be developed. | hope this will be taken
in consideration.

Sincerely,

Wayne Hine
Rt. 1, Box 600
Knights Landing, Ca., 95645
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Cal-Fed Acting Executive Director PO 7667

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program Chico, CA.
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 95927
Sacramento, CA, 95814 8/13/00

Water is the major ingredient for sustained life of any plant, fish or human being. The
Cal-Fed program needs to again be reviewed by the public. No matter how strongly we
feel about the ining of our envi an even stronger feeling should be how we
sustain the agriculture that supplies the means of life, The farmer should be the LAST one
to have water supplies cut. Let’s play fair and give the public, whom the Cal-Fed program
will affect, have a say before its final enactment.

1 L4
2 P. Wﬁun

Grape Farmer

RECEIVED
AUG 18 2000
To Whom it may consem: CGALFED Bay-Dolta Program
Hello, my name is Matthew Claverie. I will be graduating from Cal State Chico
with 2 B.S. in Integrated Plant Systems, my plans thereafier are to return here to the
Imperial Valley to farm. My family has been farming here for four generations where it
has taken the majority of a century to obtain what it is we still wark with. I have many
concerns about my future here and how Cal-Fed will be affecting my future
My concems are with the amount of land being proposed, the speed at which this
proposal is taking place, and the irreversible affects of where these big city plans are
going to take us. It is important that more public hearings take place before any rash
decisions are made for us. It is also important to me that more specific information may
be public to the land owners and that we may have more time to review the specifics of
these plans before they are enacted.
Being one of the largest and best agriculture area’s in the world you would think
that decisions of this stature would be decided with or by the farmers of this state. It
sounds to me that Cal-Fed is doing their best to work around the farmers instead of with
them.
Finally, [ must say something about our water, Water is 2 main concern every
farmer thinks about daily. This kind of speedy acting on Cal-Fed’s part concems me
because it seems like another way to get water away from farms and possibly into the
hands of some water districts for their personal good. Farming is getting tougher and it
seems everybody is getting tougher on the farmer so before anything is finalized citizens
should have adequate opportunity to review the specifics and given time for comments
and criticism.

Sincerely

Matthew R. Claverie
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August 17, 2000

Robert Ramming

P.0. Box 1921

Woodland, CA 95776
M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director VED
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program REC El
1416 Ninth St., Ste. 1155 AUG 18 2000
Sacramento, CA 95814

CALFED Bay-Dalta Program

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I have concerns about the Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released last month. I fear that the lack of sufficient
new water storage facilities will mean that water will be taken from agricultural use. 1am
concerned about the huge loss of farmiand under the plan. Loss of farmland will undermine the
ag infrastructure (both physical and economic) which will hurt farming operations in and around
the Bay-Delta area. My own farm may not be directly affected by the Cal-Fed plan, but adverse
impacts to our local ag economy can indirectly hurt everyone in our county.

Given the complexity and size of the plan, I am concerned about the short time allowed for public
comment and the lack of public hearings. This raises the suspicion that something is being
railroaded through which would not hold up under thoughtful examination.

Cal-Fed is an ambitious public undertaking. Shouldn’t the process allow for more involvement by
the public? I hope you will extend the time for public comment and implement public hearings.

%/W

cc.  Governor Gray Davis
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Representative Doug Ose
State Senator Maurice Johannessen
Assembly Member Helen Tt
Yolo County Board of Supervisors
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August 15, 2000

Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr, Ritchie:
I farm 175 acres of citrus and avocados in San Diego County. I would like to make a few requests.

1. Extend the period to review the d and provid on the final EIS/EIR
released July 21. There is no way to adequately review the thousands of pages in the document in
the time allowed

2. Hold public hearings to explain what you plan to do and the effects on us. Many changes
were made to the report, which the public needs to have and opportunity to understand and discuss.
1 fear that even after we review the document there will be much that we will not understand. 1
believe that it is the proper thing to tell us how the plan will affect us.

My family has been farming in the same location in San Diego County for three generations. I fear that if
changes are not made to the current Cal-Fed plan like including the development of surface water storage,
there wiil be nothing to be passed on to my families fourth generation. Water conservation cannot
accommodate the increasing population and environmental needs, there must be development of more water

storage.

1 believe that in trying to protect the environment, the Cal-Fed plan actually will harm it instead. Taking
thousands of acres of land out of production will change the face of California agriculture dramatically. It will
have a huge impact on the environment, not to mention local economies. The govemment already owns half
the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on privately owned land. Farmers and ranchers have
done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the government. We take seriously our roles of stewards of
the environment. Cal-Fed should encourage landowners to enhance voluntary habltat-conservation efforts.
The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappointed that Cal-Fed and its agencies have tumed a deaf ear to the
more than 1,000 representatives of agriculture who attended your 16 hearings last year. Of the 800 pecple
who spoke, most were farmers and ranchers and their families and neighbors. These people are stewards of
the environment, managing land and water that produces food, wildlife, and oxygen.

Doyl o
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RECEIVED
August 18,2000 AUG 2 2 2000
CALFED Bay-Daita Program
M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St. Suite 1155
Sacramento,Ca. 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuab!, i 1 The Cal-Fed
plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to
the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the
loss of farmiand.

Who will make up the loss in taxes if this land is take out of production? What gover |
agency will cut their budget to make up the loss?

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way the land can help
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.

Farmers can not provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must develop water storage for adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years and benefit everyone.

1 think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-
Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not
finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely,

\Mﬁ,{\\@*«f

E. Duarte
P.O.Box 269
Knightsen,Ca. 94548

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein + Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Richard Rainey
Rep. George Miller Assemblywomen Lynne Leach

County Sup. Joe Cancimilla

C—0296
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Tri-Counties Young Farmers and Ranchers

Nama _ RECEIVED
Address, &Ll : AUG 22 200
AN ' CALFED Bay-Ooitn Program
RE: CAL-FED Findl EIS/EIR

August 17, 2000

Steva Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CALFED Bay Delta Program

1416 Ninth St. Suita 1155

Sacramento, Ca. 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a member of the Tri-Counties Young Farmers and Ranchers, | fee! itis necessary to respond to your recent
release of the Cal-Fed final EIS/EIR report. | am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment
and vitality on fanms and ranches not only throughout the stats, but also thosa located within Shasta, Tehama, and
Lassen counties.

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmiand as a valuable environmental resource. Your proposed plan will take
out nearty 250,000 acres of production agricuiture. There has not been enough thought put into the fong-term effects of
this drastic land conversion.

In addition, there needs to be an emphasis on surface water storage and polntof origin labeling. Water stored
needs to be readily available to the farmers and ranchers within the area that it originates in times of need. Raising the
Shasta Dam is not going to alleviate the problem of accessible water in the central and southern valley, instead more
high flows from wet winters need to be contained and stored in above ground reservoirs to insure that there is enough
water in drought conditions.

I think that Cai-Fed should hold public hearings to expiain its plans before they become final. itis your
responsibility to tell us how its plan has changad and how fwill effect the people before making a final decision that
could be ireversible and irretrievable.

I?\ALA dm

Member, Tri-Cor juinc Farmers and Ranchers

Additional Cc

o Senator Dianne Fainstein Govemor Gray Davis State Assembly Sam Aanestad
Senalor Barbara Boxer State Senator Maurice Johannessen State Assembly Dick Dickerson
. Rep. Wally Herger State Senalor Tim Leslie

9 2
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KLINE ORCHARDS RECEIVED
AUG 22 2009
N and Bj Kline
P.0. Box ET;I Riv«?mk. CA 95367 CALFED Bay-Nalta Program

Phane: 209-863-1224 Mobil: 209-531-3446
Fax: 209-863~1337 E-mail: nak 1943 @ acl.com
August 9, 2000

M, Steve Ritchis, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a fourth generation peach grower in Stanisfaus County, [ am concemed with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR
released July 21. I respectfully request you give us more time to review and comment ca your dpwment.
1t is much too large to digest and much too complex to understand. [ also request you hold hearings to
explain what the Cal-Fed program will mean to us.

Through this eatire process, | have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss ofwmaram‘idxs lack
of progress on storage. As Califormia’s population continues to grow and the environment continues to
require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from farmers.

WmﬁnrfznmisusedwgrowphnmMphm;iveoﬁw:ygmandhelpclmdmm.Famlmg
provides wildlifs habitat while producing food. I continue to pay taxes on that land and snxrwvefnﬂw
incoms. This farmland has beea in my family for i Itis inable. I am not d ying the
environment; I am helping to preserve i.

Do we really want to loss thousands of acres of farmland in Califomnia and loss the habitat it provides for
numerous animals and plants? Right now, the govemment owns about half the land in California, yet 75
percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

1 bave an answer. 'Ibaaninul:!ilmwbnwemdain&Ourlmduxdwateri:weﬂxpmgedandcxredfoz.
‘Whon the govemment decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species often goes
lsswhere becauss the g fails to maoage the land propecly.

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement.
the plan.

Norman A. Kline

(-4 Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis Senator Barbara Boxer State
Sen. Dick Monteith Rep. Gary Condit Assemblyman George House
Stanislaus County Supervisors
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August 9, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director

Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmiand as a valyabl i [ r The Cal-Fed

plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to
the environmentat impact of this land conversion, The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the
loss of farmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.

But farmers can’t provide habitat or fesd people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must develop water storage with adequate yield, New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won’t have to be taken away from farms,

I think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-
Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not
finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

e

Sincerely, M
Pete Dykzeul 22

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis

Senator Barbara Boxer

State Sen. Dick Monteith ~ Rep. Gary Condit

Assembly Member George House
Stanislaus County Supervisors

C-029693



RECEIVED

AUG 22 2000

CALFED Bay-Dulta Program

Tom Orvis
Star Route Box 360
Farmington, CA 95230

August 9, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am a Stanislaus and Calaveras rancher. My family has been on this land for five generations.
‘We are concerned about the future. I ask that you:

1. Give us more time to review and comment on the final Cal-Fed environmental report
released July 21. I work more than 60 hours a week on my operation and there is not enough
time to review the plan.

2. Please hold public hearings to explain this plan to us. The report is long, complicated
and technical.

T am concerned about this document, as I understand it so far. I have lots of wildlife and habitat
on my operation. I know that other farmers do, too. If Cal-Fed acquires several hundred
thousand acres of land as planned, it will be detrimental to habitat,

1 do not believe that Cal-Fed adequately studied the effects of such a large-scale land conversion.
1 do not believe Cal-Fed tried hard enough to minimize farmland losses.

Sinccmli,

Tom Orvis
cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis Senator Barbara Boxer
State Sen. Dick Monteith ~ Rep. Gary Condit Assemblyman George House
Stanislaus County Supervisors
RECEIVED
AUG 2 2 2000
P.O. Box 976 CALFED Bay-Dalta Program

Westley, Ca 95387

August 9, 2000

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuable environmental resource, The Cal-Fed
plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to
the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the
loss of farmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.

But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
eavironment in dry years, so water won’t have to be taken away from farms,

I think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-
Fed should teli us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not
finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincersly,
PrrimBondad

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis

Senator Barbars Boxer State Sen. Dick Monteith ~ Rep. Gary Condit
Assembly Member  Dennis Cardoza

Stanislaus County Supervisors

C—0296094

CENTRAL
EVERGREEN CO.

5713 Shoemake
Modesto, CA 95358

GROWER & DISTRIBUTOR OF DECORATIVE GREENS

RECEIVED
August 9, 2000 AUG 2 2 2000
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director CALPED Bay-alts Progrem
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuabl i 1 The Cal-Fed

plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to
the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the
loss of farmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.

But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won't have to be taken away from farms.

1 think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-
Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people, Cal-Fed should not
finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely,
Fhod #
Floyd H. Rydalch

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis

Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Dick Monteith ~ Rep. Gary Condit
Assembly Member  George House

Stanislaus County Supervisors

5713 Shoemake  Modesto, CA 95358 Office (209) 577-3243  Ranch (209) 523.0261  Fax (209) 549-1451

Stewart Bradley
11124 Walnut Ave.
Oakdale, CA 95361
August5, 2000 RECEIVED
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program AUG 22 2000
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 CALFED Bay-Delta "

Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a Stanislaus County farmer, | am concemned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released J.uly 21.1
respectfully request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much too large
to digest and much too complex to understand. I also request you hold hearings to explain what the Cal-
Fed program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, I have been concerned about the lass of farmland, foss of water and the lack
of progress on storage. As California’s populati inues to grow and the environment continues to
require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air. fmning
provides wildlife habitat while producing food. I continue to pay taxes on that land and survive on the
income. This farmland has been in my family for g ions. It is inable. 1 am not destroying the
environment; [ am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it provides for
numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in California, yet 75
percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

I have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and cared for.
When the government decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species oftea goes
{sewhere because the g fails to manage the land properly.

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement
the plan.

ot Buts,

Stewa%rndlcy

cc Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemnor Gray Davis :
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Dick Monteith Rep. Gary Condit
Assembly Member George House

Stanislaus County Supervisors

C-029694



RECEIVED

= AUG 22 2000
Al Brizard
RONALD MARTELLA FARMS, INC. 18006 Locust Avenue S
920 Charles Road, Hughson, California 95326 Patterson, CA 95363
Phone: (209) 883-4819 e Fax: {209) 883-0819
FED (D #94-2385194
RECEIVED August 9, 2000 .
MR STEVE RITCHIE, ACTING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Augist 5, 2000 ‘ AUG 22 2000 C:;.-Fm BAY-DELTA PROGRAM
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director GALFED Bay-Delta Program 1416 NINTH ST, SUITE 1155

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR.
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am a Stanislaus County farmer. I am & third generation farmer on this land. { am concerned
about the future. I ask that you:

1. Give us more time to review and comment on the final Cal-Fed environmental report
released July 21. I work more than 60 hours a week on my operation and there is not enough
time to review the plan.

2. Please hold public hearings to explain this plan to us. The report is long, complicated
and technical.

1 am concerned about this document, as I understand it so far. [ have lots of wildlife and habitat
on my operation. I know that other farmers do, too. If Cal-Fed acquires several hundred
thousand acres of land as planned, it will be detrimental to habitat,

1 do not believe that Cal-Fed adequately studied the effects of such a large-scale land conversion,
1 do not believe Cal-Fed tried hard enough to minimize farmland losses.

Sincerely,

Kevin Chiesa

cc.  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Dick Monteith  Rep. Gary Condit
Assembly Member George House

Stanislaus County Supervisors
Wolnut Holer « Nt & » Prunvite Towers » Romacher Porls House
RECEIVED
. G 22 2000
Chiesa Ranch Inc.

CatLind 3ey-a%s Program

Almond, Walnut and Peach Growers Phb #(209)883-2916

8607 Joha Fox Rd. Fax # (209)883-9430

Hughson CA 95326

August 9, 2000

Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Exceutive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am « Stanisiaus County fsrmer. My family has beept an this land for three gencrations. We are
concerned about the future, Task that you: .

1. Give us more time to review and comiment on the final Cal-Fed environmental report
released July 21, I work more than 50 hours a week on my operation and more during this time
of year due to harvest and irrigation and there is not enough time to review the plan.

2. Please hold public hearings to explain this plan to us. The report is long, complicated
and technical,

1 am concerned about this document, as [ understand it so far. I have lots of wildlife and habitat
on my opesation. I know that other farmers do, too. If Cal-Fed acquires several hundred
thousand acres of land as planned, it will be detrimental to habitat.

1 do not believe that Cal-Fed adequately studied the effects of such a large-scale land conversion.
I do not believe Cal-Fed tried hard enough to minimize farmland losses.

su% g/um

Vito Chiesa
cc: , Semator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis Senator Barbara Boxer
. State Sen. Dick Monteith  Rep. Gary Condit  Assemblyman George House
Stanislaus County Supervisors

C—029695

SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear M. Ritchie:

As 2 Westside Stanislaus County walnut grower, I am concemmed with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR
released July 21. I respectfully request you give us more time to review and comment on your do_qnnmt.
It is much toodarge to digest and much too complex to understand. I also request you hold heasings to
explain what the Cal-Fed program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, I have been concerned about the loss OEM loss of water md the lack
of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the enviconment cntinues to
require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from farmers.

Water for facms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air. Farming
pmv-ideswﬁxﬂifzhzbimwiﬂepmduchgfood.Icon&m:mpaytnusondutlmdmdmve.ondm
income. This farmland has been in my family for ge jons, It is inable. T am not d g the
environment; I am helping to presecve it. .

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it provides

for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the govemment owns about half the land in California, yet

75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is? :

I have an answer. The animals like what we ace doing Our land mdw:tetisvweumma‘ged and cared
for. When the govemment decides to buy land because of s particular species, that species often goes
lsewhere because the govers fails to manage the land propedy.

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement
the plan. R .

s Syt :

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis  Senator Barbarz Boxer
State Sen. Dick Monteith Rep. Gary Condit Assemblyman Dennis Cardoza

Stanislaus County Supervisors

VICTOR D. TOGNAZZINI

August 4, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CALFED Bay/Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1135

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

T am writing to ask you 1o extend the period in which we may view and provide comments on the final
CalFed EIS/EIR released July 21, 2000. This is so vastly importanc an issue for California, not only for
this generation, but also for generations to come, that ali of us, as citizens, cannot afford a rush to
judgment. I would further request that public hearings be held on the plan so that we, who will be subject
t0 its mandate, can understand how we will be affected.

My family has farmed, ranched and protected habitat for three generations on our family ranch in eastern
Santz Barbara County. [am also a Farm Labor Contractor and have farming interests in the Santa Maria
Valley where my livelihood and the livelihoods of all farmers and ranchers depend on a continued supply
of water. We have seen the population forecasts for the future and we know that we must be able to feed
that burgeoning populati do thay, provisions must be made for surface water storage facilities, T
am dismayed when I hear the cchoes from past drought years of establishing water conservation methods
in the urban areas. Those conservation methods that were possible were taken, and have continued to be
used. New conservation methods will not come casy, nor will the results be as dramatic. Water
conservation became a great political “mantra” that brought us “gray water™ gardens and bricks in
commode tanks. Certainly, some work may be done in urban water conservation, but what of the farm?
The irrigation practices of agriculture in the key growing areas of our state are at the cutting edge of
technological efficiency.

I have not had time yet to digest this latest plan and will not have time if the comment period is not
extended. Idid, however, join with over 1000 representatives of agriculture who attended your 16 CalFed
bearings last year. T was one of the 800 people, mostly agriculturists, who spoke at those hearings. Iam
deeply disappointed that CalFed and its operating agencies have scemingly turned a deaf ear to us, I know
that there is a sincere effort being made to protect the environmeat, but you need to listen to those closest
10 the land, those whose lives have been lived protecting the environment. To follow the dreams and
schemes and i 1 i demic envi lists, wil

P of 3 will ultimately destroy that which
we all want to protect. Please give us time to respond to this latest installment and please listen to what
we have to say. All Californians, our food supply and our envi. will be the beneficiari
Sincerely,

Ce: Governor Gray Davis, Senator Dianne Feinstein, Senator Barbara Boxer,
Congresswoman Lois Capps, State Senator, Jack O'Connell, Assemblyman Abel Maldonado,
Santa Barbarz County Board of Supervisors

4650 BASQUE DRIVE o SANTA MARIA, CALIFORNIA & 93458
PHONE: {303) 934-3352 « FAX: (303) 922-8719

C-029695
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e Bejoca Co.

Farm and L

CONTR. LIC. 606283 TEL (760) 728-6176
PCO LIC. #32625 FAX (760) 728-2138

P.O. BOX 2168
Fallbrook, CA 92088-2168

August 10, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director EIVED
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program AUG

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 18 2000
Sacramento, CA 95814 CALFED Bay-Doits Progran

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize Califorpnia farmland as a valuable
environmental resource. The Cal-Fed plan would take nearly
250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough
thought to the environmental impact of this land conversion. The
plan needs to look for ways to reduce the loss of farmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat
conservation. That way, the land can help feed our growing
population and provide habitat at the same time.

But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable
and affordable water. Cal-Fed must develop water storage with
adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won’t have to be taken away
from farms.

I think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans
before they become final. Cal-Fed should tell us how its plan has
changed and how 1t will atfect pecple. Cal-Fed should noc
finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to
review it and comment upon it.

Sincerelz, GWM

Charles J. Wolk Jr. .

Cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Ray Haynes
Rep. Ron Packard Assembly Member Bruce Thompson

County Supervisor Bill Horn
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August 15, 2000
Dr. Sally Kimsey
7227 Pope Valley Rd
Pope Valley, CA 94567
Mr. Steve Richie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program WED
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 RECE
Sacramento, CA 95814 AUG 18 2000
Am
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR oALFED Bay- Dt Prodt
Dear Mr. Richie:
1 am very concerned about the limited time the public has to respond to the final Cal-Fed
plan. Ap with the dous p ial impacts on the envi the , and
California agriculture of this one should not go into effect without adequate disclosure. Itis
essential that the public have the opportunity to und d this d t and respond.
Therefore I request that you extend the public comment period and hold public hearings
explaining the changes in the final plan since the “fra rk " and their imp

As an organic farmer and winery owner in the Napa Valley I consider myselfa strong
environmentalist. Farmers are and have historically been the best stewards of the land,
Removing thousands of acres of farmland from production is not the solution to our water and
environmental problems.

Agriculture is escential to the economy and quality of life of this state. The evaluation of
the costs and benefits of the Cal-Fed programs has to reflect this reality. There are sensible

lutions, which ge a cooperative effort b farmers, the government, and
environmentalists.
Sincerely, /é%/ ! ; .
cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis Supervisor Mel Varrelman

Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Wesley Chesbro
Rep. Mike Thempson Assemblywoman Pat Wiggins

C-029696



RECEIVED
AUG 18 2000
GALFED Bay-Dalta Progrart

August 15, 2000

M. Stave Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program

1416 Ninth St., Suits 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

. Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Task two things, and then shall comment oe the document, The requasts are:

1. Extend the period to look through the d and provide on the final ElSIEni
n!en.:ld July 21. As a farmer I can’t adequately review the thousands of pages in the document in the time
allowe

2, Hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects on us. Many changes were made to
the report, which the public needs to have an opportunity to understand and discuss, I fear that even after we
review the document there will be a lot that we won't understand. Even though you mynutbelxmyoum
obligated to tell us how the plan will affect us, it’s the right thing to do.

Comments: T believe that in trying to protect the environment, the Cal-Fed plan actually will harm it
instead, Taking thousands of acres of land out of production will change the face of California agriculture
dramatically. It will have a huge impact on the environment, not to meation focal economies, When the land
in private ownership stops providing food, a tax base and wildlife habitat, what happens to that land?

The farm enrvironment where wﬂdhfehasgmhemdmllbefomverchanged. ‘Those crops won’t be grown.

Many species now occupy the acres of land Cal-Fed proposes to take out of production. Thoy are there
becauss of the habitat provided by farmers and ranchers. Hxstory shows that the govemment has not done a
good job of protacting and repopulating thess species. Coog with land bave
worked bettor.

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappointed that Cal-Fed and its agencies have tumed a deaf ear to the
more than 1,000 representatives of agriculture who attended your 16 hearings last year. Ofthe 800 people
who spoke, most were farmers and ranchers and their families and neighbors. These people ars stewards of
the environment, managing land and water that produces food, wildlifs and oxygen.

Stncerely,

AN

Michele Lasgmty
Madera Courty Farm Bureau Director

e Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis

mden County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Richard Moatsith Seaator Jim Costa
Rep. George Rad. b b, George House  Assemblyman Dean Florez

Nobody wants another war, and the best way to avoid one is to
be thoroughly prepared. The U.S. is not going to be as well
prepared if California takes part of its already inadequate supply
of farm water and dedicates it to new wetlands. Farmers are not
having an easy time now, competing against imported food grown and
processed with cheaper labor, less stringent chemical regulations,
and NAFTA.

A specific example of my concern is illustrated on Page 1-4
of the Water Transfers Program Plan where CalFed states there
“may” be a shortage of storage in the state. Later on this page it
states that transfers will work optimally only when the amount of
storage is gubstantially increased. (CalFed’s words, my emphasis).
In spite of that, CalFed just cannot seem to bring itself to the
admission that the last several editions of Bulletin 160 were
correct when they warned the public and its government that the
state is going to be dreadfully short of water in dry years unless
considerable new storage and yield is constructed.

CalFed’s solution seems to build not enough new water yield
to take care of the new wetlands, additional in-stream desires and
the growth in cities, but to take water away from the already
water—short farms.

No one should have to wonder why farmers can't endorse this
plan, so herewith, I render my objection to the plan and my plea

for CalFed to hcld hearings on this plan, in agricultural areas.
We are not one of the groups that are “getting better together”,

Sincerely,

WA, A D

William I. DuBois

C—0296097

3839 Walnut Ave, #144
Carmichael CA 95608
August 16, 2000

RECEIVED
AUG 18 2000
CALFED Bay-Della Program

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Direéctorx
CalFed Bay Delta Program

1416 - Sth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento CA 95814

Subject: July, 2000, EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie,

My ancestors, I, and my descendants (5 generations) have .
owned and operated a farm, entirely depéndent on irrigation, since
1917. We have grown most kinds of domestic meat animals, several
kinds of fiber, oil seed, vegetable, forage, sugar and citrus
crops on our property. It has also produced, but not for market,
burrowing owls, gophers and kangaroco rats, {(owls have to eat,
too), pheasants, egrets, buzzards, black crested night herons,
dove, blackbirds, hawks, orioles, sea gulls, and in the early
days, many rattlesnakes.

The purpose of our farm is not to raise wildlife, but to make
a profit. However, we greatly enjoy the always fluctuating
populations of non-market animals that are supported by our farm.

I have read a great portion of CalFed’s voluminous EIR/S.
Much of what it proposes is great, but the things most important
to me and my family are wa £ the mark of good,long-range
planning. The plan proposes reducing farm water to serve cities
and wildlife. I grant you that growing cities and restoring
wildlife habitat requires more water, but increased population
needs more food, and that takes more farm water. Otherwise, our
farm produce exports will decline, and the U.S. will be more
dependent on other countries for a greater part in satisfying our
food and fiber needs.

I am sensitive to that prospect, because I was a participant
in WWII and am aware that the United States was always able to
feed its own people. Its allies were partially dependent on U.S.

grown supplies, and after the war we fed our former enemies for a
while until they got back on their land and seas.
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Bus. {530} 527-7882
Fax. {530} 527-6028

645 Antalope’Bid., Suits 17
Red Bkiff, Calforna 96080

Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Final Programmatic EISEIR
Dear Mr, Ritchie:

Iama land owner in County. 1ask two things , and then shall comment on the
document. The request are:

1. Extend the period to look through the & and provide on the final EIS/EIR released
July 21. As 2 farmer I can’t review the of pages in the in the time
allowed.

2. Hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the cffects on us. Many changes were made to
the report, which the public needs to have aa opportunity to understand and discuss. I fear that even
after we review the document there will be a lot that we won't undersiand. Even thought you may not
believe you are obligated to tell us how the plan will affect us, it’s the right thing to do.

Comments: [ believe that in trying to protect the environment, the Cal-Fed plan actually will harm it

instead. Taking thousands of acres of [and out of production will change the faoe of California agriculture
dramatically. It will have a huge impact on the eaviroament, not to mention local economics. When the
1and in private ownership stops providing food, a tax base and wikdlife habitat, what happens to the land?

The farm eavirenment where wildlife has gathered will be forever changed. ’I‘hooeoopcwnn‘tbchvwn
Mauy specics now occupy the acres of farmland Cal-Fed peoposcs to take out of production. They

there because of the habitat provided by farmers and ranchers. Iﬁm:yshowsthatd\ewvemmemhum
done & good job of protecting and repopulating these species. C i
‘have worked better.

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappointed that Cal-Fed and its agencies have turned a deaf car to the
mors than 1,000 representatives of agriculture who attended your 16 hearings last year. Of the 300 people
'who spoke, most were farmers and ranchers and their familics and neighbors. These people are stewards
of the environment, managing land and water that produces food, wildlife and oxygen.

Sincercly, , P
Robert Mitchell
cc. Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis

Senator Barbar Boxer SuuSemPnﬁckJM
Rep. Doug Ose Assernbly Member Anthony Pescetti
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Feo {530) 527-6028

645 Antelope'Bivd., Suite 17
Red Bluif, Californa 96080

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Final Programmatic EISEIR
Dear M. Ritchie:

I am a concerned land owner in Sacramento County. I ask two things , and then shall comment on the
document. The request are:

1. Extend the period to look through the document and provide comments on the fina! EIS/EIR released
July 21. Asa farmer I can’t adequately review the thousands of pages i the document in the time
allowed.

2. Hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects on us. Many changes were made to
the report, which the public needs to have an opportunity to understand and discuss. 1 fear that even
afler we review the document there will be a lot that we won't understand. Evea thought you may not
believe you are obligated to telf us how the plan will affect us, it’s the right thing to do.

Comments: I believe that in trying to protect the environment, the Cal-Fed plan actually will harm it
instead. Taking thousands of acres of [and out of production will change the face of California agriculture
dramatically. It will have a buge impact on the eavironment, not (o mention local economics. When the
1and in private ownership stops providing food, a tax base and wildlife habitat, what happens to the land?
The farm environment where wildlife has gathered will be forever changed. Thoee cops woa't be grown.
Many specics now occupy the acres of farmland Cal-Fed proposes to take out of production. They are
there because of the habitat provided by farmers and ranchers. X-ﬁs(uyshow:manbemmhum
m.mmummmmm Coop

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. 1am disappointed that Cal-Fed aznd its agencies have turned a deaf car to the
mmnlwowumdmanmmwbmmdadmlshmnwwyw Of the 800 people
who spoke, most were farmers and ranchers and their families and neighbors. These people are stewards
of the cavironment, managing land and water that produces food, wildlife and oxygen.

Sincerely,
Carol Mitchefl
cc. Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis

Senator Barbar Boxer State Sen. Patrick Johnson
Rep. Doug Qe Assembly Member Anthany Pescetti
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2081 Hidden Ranch Road AUB 1% 0
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t, California 95684
August 12, 2000

Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr, Ritchie:

As an Hl Dorado County emu rancher and a state and national director for our industry
association, I am concerned about the future of our state, The Cal-Fed EIS/EIR was released
on July 21, 2000, with little time aliowed for public or written comment. I respectfully
request that you extend the time to review and cc on your d¢ and program. I
also request that you hold hearings to explain the effects of the Cal-fed program for
agriculture and to listen to the property owners and farmers in our state.

Throughout this entire process of hearings and attempts to read the highly technical,
tedlous document, I have been concerned about the loss of water, loss of farmland, the lack
of adequate water storage, and the loss of wildlife and habitat that thrives on private lands.
Currently, the government owns approximately one-half of the land in California, while

75% of the wildlife habitat prefer to live on private lands where farmers are good stewards.

It appears to me that you are being shortsighted in your plan to remove nearly a quarter
million acres of California farmland, calling it “unavoidable”. Cal Fed must plan
strategically and look for ways to reduce the loss of farmiand by conducting its habitat-
restoration on existing government-owned land.

As California’s population increases requiring more food and water, the additional water

needed should come from storage, not farmers. Farmers understand adequate, available

water is needed especially during drought years. Capturing more of the high flows during

wet winters, especially in above ground reservoirs, assures water for farms to grow plants

and livestock providing food, a vital resource for a rapidly growing populaton. Cal-Fed

&ust recognize California farmland as an essential and valuable natural resource of global
portance.

> s

Sharyn Felts
CC:  Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer Senator Tim Leslie
Congressman John Doolitde Assemblyman Rico Oller
Secretary William J. Lyons, Jr. El Dorado County Board of Supervisors
USDA Secretary Dan Glickman

SAN BENITO COUNTY FARM BUREAU

August 11, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment on farms and ranches.
Agriculture is an important part of Califomia’s environment. Cal-Fed plans to convert nearly a
quarter of a miltion acres of farmland to habitat and other uses. It should study the environmental
impact of that land conversion. Cal-Fed must seck ways to avoid taking farmland out of production.

1 know many farmers who enhance the wildlife value of their farms. We are stewards of the land
and we want to be partners in environmental restoration. But we oppose requirements that tell us
what to grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed must work with us in a cooperative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordable water. Cal-
Fed must move aggressively to develop new water storage that provides adequate yield. Without
more storage, Califomia won’t have enough water for the environment in dry years. That means
water will be taken away from farms, especially during droughts, Without water, farmland loses its
value as habitat and as a vital food resource for California’s growing population.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed should
tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan
until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

e N

Sincerely,

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Bruce McPherson

Rep. Sam Farr Assembly Member Peter Frusetta

Families Protecting the

Valley

1930 Howard Road, Suite 121
Maders, CA 93637

John Svmpron, Frombent

Chaster Andeww, Yro¢ Prossbont
Riohard o, Soasory

Steve Ritchie July 26,2000
CALFED Bay-Deita Program

1416 Sth Street, Ste 1155

Sacramento, CA

Dear Mr. Ritchle;

Families Protecting the Valiey is a local Madera County organization formed to fight the proposed
Madera Ranch Groundwater Bank resurrected by Azurix/Enron. We join the long list of
organizations, entities and elected officials that are opposad to the Madera Ranch Groundwater
Bank (MRGB). The MRGB has been exposed as technically flawed, unable to succeed in that
area of Madara County without damage to the communities of Madera County AND seeks to
bank, export and seli our Sierma Nevada water from the Friant Unit of the Central Valley Project.
As soon as the water begins to leave our community, it will never stop and our economic health
will begin its downward spiral. Water is the biuegold of our communities; we must control our
natural resources for use hera in the San Joaquin Valley. We are fighting for nothing less than our
iivelihood and livelinood of our children. Nothing about this project is beneficial o local interests
and therefore, the MGRB has NO LOCAL SUPPORT. Be assured that we are long term
residents of Madera County, passionate about our way of life and therefors, we will not sway in
our determination to fight the Madera Ranch Groundwater Bank.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

B //L.:_ —
< o

John Simpson, President
Familles Protecting the Valley

SAN BENITO COUNTY FARM BUREAU

August 13, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and on the final envirc I report
released July 21, I also believe Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan, so we who must
abide by it can understand how we fit into the plan.

The government already owns half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on
privately owned land. We have done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the government.
We take seriously our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners with the
government. Cal-Fed should encourage landowners to enhance voluntary habitat-conservation
efforts.

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to
accommodate the increasing population and environmental needs. Water conservation cannot make
the same strides it has made in the past. We will work to become more efficient, but drought will
take a serious toll on California’s environment and economy unless new storage with additional
yield comes on line soon.

Sincerely,

Gary amles, Pg President

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein Govesnor Gray Davis County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Bruce McPherson
Rep. Sam Farr - Assembly Member Peter Frusetta

530 San Benito Slreef, Suite 201 + Holiister, CA 95023 + Telephone (831) 637-7643 + Fax (831) 637- 7989

530 San Benito Street, Suite 203 - Hollister, CA 95023 < Telephone (831) 637-7643 - Fax (831) 637- 7993
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SAN BENITO COUNTY FARM BUREAU SAN BENITO COUNTY FARM BUREAU

August 11, 2000
April 11, 20000
M, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay Delta Program Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St/, Suite 1155 1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic WIS/EIR Re; Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Richie: Dear Mr. Ritchie:
Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuabl i 1 r The Cal-Fed

Agriculture is part of the environment ~ the land, water and air we all need to thrive. California plan would take nearty 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to

farmland is a natural resource of global importance. Cal-Fed plans to acquire or control N . . :
hundreds of thousands of acres of California farmland, mainly for fish and wildlife habitat. Cal- :f;“v“l;‘;"““"' impact of this land convession. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the loss

Fed has not done enough to study the environmental impact of this large- scale land conversion.

And Cal-Fed has not looked seriously enough for ways to reduce farmiand losses. Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help

Cal-Fed shouid conduct its habitat-restoration work on existing government-owned land and feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.

reduce its impact on productive farmland. Government already owns half of California’s 100

pr But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
million acres.

must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the

Farmers can run wildlife-friendly, productive farms only if they have adequate, reliable, eavironment in dry years, so water won't have to be taken away from farms.

affordable water. Without water, farmiand loses its value both as habitat and as & vital food

for California’s growing population. I think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed

should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its

1 think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become the final, plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it

Cal-Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should tell
us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan
until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely,

Thomas Tobias, Vice President

Sincerely,

Paul Hein, Treasurer

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Bruce McPherson
CC:  Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemnor Grey Davis ~ County Supervisors Rep Sam Fare Assembly Member Peter Frusetta
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Bruce McPherson
Rep. Sam Farr Assembly Member Peter Frusetta
530 San Henito Street, Suite 201 + Hollister, CA 95023 + Telephane (831) 637-7643 » Fax (831) 637- 7999 530 San Benito Street, Suite 201 + Hollister, CA 95023 + Telephone (831) 637-7643 + Fax (831) 637- 7999
AG 17 ‘B8 @3:27PM . P.1
Rool o J .
33654 Couser Canyon Road G LE @ G : LE
Vally Corte, CA, 92062 AT
August 15, 2000
M. Steve Rtorie, Acting Exocutive Dirocor Asgutt 17, 2000
. 5 rogram . Steve Ritchic, Aating Bxecutive Dircotor
1416 Ninth Streat, Suita1155 o P ey Delia Proguast
Sacramento, CA 95814 1416 Nixth St., Suite 1155
§ " Sacramento, CA 95814
1 am very unhappy with the dacision of you people at Cal-Fed not to hold public FAX 916-654-5780 :
hearings on your final environmental report released on July 21st, and also with the very
limited time that you have aliowed people to study and than respond to this report in Re: Final Programmatic BIS/EIR
¢ Dear M, Ritchie:
Rather mmWamrda million acres of private farmiands, Cat-Fed . i
slmlduseﬂ?lese to more suface water storage to prepare for future draught Iﬁmﬂbmnfwmwu.kl‘lplcm. 1 asie two things: 4
years that will surely come. 1. Extend the period to look through the document snd provids comments on the fiaal EIS/EIR released July 21,
Watsr conservation has been and will continue to be an important factor but your "Thirty diys i not sdacoato time fbx & ciizen 80 ovic the tionsinds of pages in the dosument is the time allowed
m g?:g%" consarvation far too haavily and doss not adequatly addrsss the nead for 2. Hold public bearings to explain what you will do and the effects on us. mwmmmumm
' ’ tse public nocds to bave an 10 underniand and discuss, [ fear that even sfix we review the document there will
Sincers) e & lot that we won'l inderstand. Evee though you may not believe you are logally obligated to telt ua how the plan will
v affect s, it's the moral and right thing to do. .
Ao, R Siocenstt,
Thomas W. Mitchel { e
Tom Gambls
o Senator Disnne Frinteln
Senator Barbara Boxec
Goversor Geay Davig
Stata Seaator Wos Chesboro
Astembly Member Pat Wiggins
Mel Varrelman, Chiair, Napa County Supervisars
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"I KERN COUNTY Dougla . carr
Prasident
Dennis J. Atki
»| FARM BUREAU, inc. ot 3 Atkison
4 Bakarehert oA B30T S0 Peter Belluomini
A 2048 oter omini R i i
@ | Phone (861) 307-0835 - Fax (661) 3073403 2nd Vice-President PC;F;‘ Public Hearings
Web: kemctb.com - E-mall; kefb@kemcib.com
————— Loron J. Hodqe
Exscutive Director
We think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final, Cal-
Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not
finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.
Sis 3
August 11, 2000
Douglas F. Carter
President
cc:  Senpator Dianne Feinstein
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director Senator Barbara Boxer
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program Rep. Bill Thomas and Calvin Dooley
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 Governor Gray Davis
Sacramento, CA 95814 State Sen. Jim Costa, Charles Poochigian and Pete Knight
Assembly Member Roy Ashburn and Dean Florez
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR Kern County Board of Supervisors
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
Cal-Fed must recognize California firmiand as a valuabl { The Cal-Fed
plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to
the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the
Ioss of farmland.
Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.
But farmers can't provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won't have to be taken away from farms,
86 Years Of Service To Agri
1914 2000
Page Two
Senator Barbara Boxer
Congressman Doug Ose
August 16, 2000 Governor Gray Davis
State Senator Johannessen
Assemblyman Dick Dickerson
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director : Sutter County Supervisors
Cal-Fed Bay Deita Program

1416 Ninth Street Suite 1155
Sacramento, Ca. 95814

RE: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Richie:

1am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and on the final envi | report
released July 21%. We also believe Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan. To allow us
who must abide by the Bay-Deita Program to understand how we fit into the plan.

We famm about 1000 acres of rice and walnuts in Yuba and Sutter Counties. Over 400 acres of the
rice ground is flooded after harvest each year to provide habitat for waterfowl. Cal-Fed should
conduct habit-restoration work on existing govemment owned land before it begins to acquiring
more land.

Govemment owns half the land in Califomia now, yet 75 percert of wildlife exists on privately owned
land. We take seriously our roles in caring for our land and environment.

Cal-Fed needs to move quickly to dcvelop more surface water storage with adequate yield to
a date the increasing pop and | needs of Califomia. Water conservation
wmtmakeuxemesmdu:thasmthepnt,aMnHmtmeettheneedthhegmng

population in the State,

We will work to become more efficient, but drought will take a serious toll on California’s economy
and environment In the near future unless new storage with additional yields come on fine soon.

As a director of Yuba-Sutter Farm Bureau and a State Director for California Farm Bureau Federation
1 urge you to consider this request.

Singerely,
(rorir K 7o

l,lames H. Marer

CC: Senator Dianne Feinstein

C—029701
C-029701
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Water Mountain Ranch Co.

POST OFFICE BOX 249
PAUMA VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 92061
OFFICE & FAX: 760-742-4477 « RESIDENCE: 760-742-1651

August 15, 2000

Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
1 farm 175 acres of citrus and avocados In San Diego County. I would like to make a few requests,

1. Extend the period to re the d and provid on the final EXS/EIR
released July 21. There is no way to adequately review the thousands of pages in the document in
the time allowed

2. Hold public hearings to expiain what you plan to do and the effects on us. Many changes
were made to the report, which the public needs to have and opportunity to understand and discuss.
1 fear that even after we review the document there will be much that we will not understand. I
believe that it is the proper thing to tell us how the plan will affect us.

My family has been farming in the same location in San Diego County for three generations. I fear that if
changes are not made to the current Cal-Fed plan like including the development of surface water storage,
there will be nothing to be passed on to my families fourth generation. Water conservation cannot
accommodate the increasing poputation and environmental needs, there must be development of more water
storage.

1 believe that in trying to protect the environment, the Cal-Fed plan actually will harm it instead. Taking
thousands of acres of land out of production will change the face of California agriculture dramatically. It will
have a huge lmpact on the environment, not to mention local economies. The government already owns haif
the fand in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on privately owned land. Farmers and ranchers have
done a betber job of maintaining habitat than has the government. We take seriously our roles of stewards of
the environment. Cal-Fed should encourage landowners to enhance voluntary habitat-conservation efforts.

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappointad that Cal-Fed and its agencies have turned a deaf ear to the
more than 1,000 representatives of agricuiture wha attended your 16 hearings last year. Of the 800 people
whao spoke, most were farmers and ranchers and their families and neighbors. These people are stewards of
the environment, managing land and water that produces food, wildiife, and oxygen.

Si

Craig R> Anderson

Cec:  Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer

Supervisor Hormn

August 14, 2000

Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Disector
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment on farms and ranches,
Agriculture is an important part of California’s environment. Cal-Fed plans to convert nearly a
quarter of a million acres of farmland to habitat and other uses. It should study the environmental
impact of that land conversion, Cal-Fed must seek ways to avoid taking farmland out of production.

I know many farmers who enhance the wildlife value of their farms. We are stewards of the land
and we want to be p in envi I ion. But we oppose requirements that tell us

what to grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed must work with us in a cooperative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordable water, Cal-
Fed must move aggressively to develop new water storage that provides adequate yield. Without
more storage, California won't have enough water for the environment in dry years. That means
water will be taken away from farms, especially during droughts. Without water, farmiand loses its
value as habitat and as a vital food resource for California’s growing population.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed should
tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan
until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely,

dact Gttt

Scott Adelsbach
Madera County Farm Bureau Director

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Rep. George Radanovich

Govemnor Gray Davis Madera County Supervisors
State Sen. Richard Monteith  Senator Jim Costa
Assemblyman George House  Assemblyman Dean Florez

.| Shasta County Farm Bureau

l‘ 3605 Bechell:Lane » Redding, CA 96002 = {530} 223-2358 » E-mai info@shastafarmbureau com

August 10, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As 2 member of Shasta County Farm Bureau with over 1600 members, I feel I must comment on your recent
release of the final EIS/EIR regarding the Cal-Fed program. [ am asking you to extend the time to read and

comment on the final i | report rel d July 21. In addition, I also believe Cal-Fed should hold
public hearings on the plan, so we who must abide by it can understand how we fit into the scheme of things

The government already owns half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on privately
owned land. Landowners have done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the government, We take
seriousty our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners with the government, Cal-Fed
should encourage landowners to enh voluntary habitat vation efforts, not take away land that
belongs to somebody else.

A,

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to
the i ing population and envirc tal needs. Water conservation cannot make the same strides it has
made in the past, We will work to become more efficient, but drought will take a serious toll on California’s
environment and economy unless new storage with additional yield comes on line soon. Capturing high
flows from wet winters and storing them in above ground reservoirs is an appropriate solution to this wide-
spread problem.

Sincerely,

Cont ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ
Cindy McCarth)

Shasta County Farm Bureau Director

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein County Supervisor Kehoe
Senator Barbara Boxer County Supervisor Fust
Rep. Herger County Supervisor Hawes
Governor Gray Davis County Supervisor Wilson

State Senator Maurice Johannessen County Supervisor Clarke
Assembly Member Dick Dickerson

C—029702
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»._Shasta County Farm Bureau

4 3605 Becheiii Lane = Redding, CA 96002 » (530} 223-2358 » E-mall. info@shastafarmbureau com

———
August 10, 2000

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a member of Shasta County Farm Bureau representing over 1600 members, I feel it is necessary to comment on
your recently released EIS/EIR for the Cal-Fed plan. [ am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the
eavironment on farms and ranches. Not only is Agriculture vital to the well being of California’s environment, it is
also the number one industry, According to the EIS/EIR, Cal-Fed plans to convert nearly a quarter of a million acres
of farmland to habitat and other uses. Before it takes this drastic step, it should study the environmental impact of that
land conversion.

As a farmer I understand that wildlife habitat is crucial in keeping our land profitable. We are stewards of the land and
we want to be partners in environmental restoration. But we oppose requirements that tell us what to grow and how to
grow it based upon what is deemed important. Cal-Fed must work with us in a cooperative spirit, with the same goals
in mind,

Concurrently, to maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must move aggressively to develop new water storage that provides adequate yield. Without more storage, California
won’t bave encugh water for the environment in dry years. That means water will be taken away from farms,
especially during droughts. Without water, farmland loses its value as habitat and as a vital food resource for
California’s growing population.

Cal-Fed needs to hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final, It’s responsibility should be in
clarifying questions, and addressing concerns by the citizens that are going to be affected by drastic changes in their
land use and availability of water, Cal-Fed should not finalizc its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to
review it, comment on it, and make some educated decisions on the future of water ja California.

Ys

Shasta County Farm Bureau Director
o Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis County Supervisor Kehoe
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Maurice Johannesen County Supervisor Wilson
Rep. Wally Herger Assembly Member Dick Dickerson County Supervisor Fust
County Supervisor Clarke . County Supervisor Hawes

@enni;:‘; L eisner
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Angust 14, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and comment on the final environmental report
released July 21. I also believe Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan, so we who must
abide by it can understand how we fit into the plan.

Cal-Fed should conduct habitat-restoration work on existing government-owned land before it
begins acquiring more land.

The government already owns half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on
privately owned land. We have done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the government.
We take seriously our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners with the
government. Cal-Fed should encourage landowners to enhance voluntary habitat-conservation
efforts.

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to

date the i ing population and envir 1 needs. Water conservation cannot make
the same strides it has made in the past. We will work to become more efficient, but drought will
take a serious toll on California’s environment and economy unless new storage with additional

yield comes on line soon.

Sincerely,

Dennis Meisner
cc;  Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis Madera County Supervisors

Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Richard Monteith
Rep. George Radanovich ~ Assemblyman George House

IR

C—029703
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3605 BechelitLane « Redding, CA 96002 » (530) 223-2358 = E-mall iInfo@shastalarmbureau com
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August 10, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As one of over 1600 members of Shasta County Farm Bureau, I feel ] must comment on your recently
released EIS/EIR regarding the Cal-Fed proposal. [ am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and
comment on the lengthy final environmental report released July 21. I also believe Cal-Fed should hold
public hearings on the plan, so we who must abide by it can understand how we it into the plan.

Cal-Fed should help conduct habitat-restoration work on existing government-owned land before it begins
acquiring more land. The government already owns half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the
wildlife exists on privately owned land. We, as farmers, have done a better job of maintaining habitat than
has the government. We take seriously our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners
with the government. Cal-Fed should encourage landowners to enhance voluntary habitat-conservation
efforts than set aside their own conservation methods, rather than taking matters into their own hands.

Efforts need to be more focused towards developing surface water storage with adequate yield to

date the i ing population and envi i needs of California. We are always working to
become more efficient, but drought will take a serivus toll on California’s environment and economy
unless new storage with additional yield comes on line soon.

Please take into consideration these points that I have addressed when making a decision that will
ultimately affect not only California, but the nation as a whole. Take the time to address these issues
before you drastically change our environment.

Sincerely, 7M S ;:

Tom Loftus
Shasta County Farm Bureau Director

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Govemnor Gray Davis County Supervisor Hawes

Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Maurice Johannesen County Supervisor Wilson

Rep. Wally Herger Assembly Member Dick Dickerson County Supervisor Clarke
County Supervisor Kehoe County Supervisor Fust

S¥L

Stacy & Lisa Gore
P.0. Box 1126 ~ Durham, CA 95938
Phone 530-520-5442 ~ Fax 530-894-7562

August 16, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 am 2 farmer in Butte County and my family has been in farming for five generations that I can
trace. I write to you today to express my concern over the just released Cal-Fed environmental
report. My concern centers not only around the loss of land, but loss of life.

I have worked diligently to provide my family with the same way of life that I was fortunate
enough to have experienced. Iam educated, I am industrious and I enjoy my life, not livelihood,
LIFE. Itake my task as a steward of the environment seriously and continuously. No one knows
better than a farmer the economic benefit of harmony between their farm and the environment.

That said, I take particular exception with the basic premise that loss of farm land wilt be
“irreversible and irretrievable” or that said loss will be “unavoidable™. Why, is it unavoidable? Sir,
you and the juggernaut bureaucracy that you are the head of, are the very people that can avoid
this catastrophe.

Hundreds, if not thousands, of farmers have spoken out against just this sort of result. Our
illustrations and examples of the dependence of society and the environment on a healthy farm
economy have apparently fallen on deaf ears. I can’t help but think that some of us in agriculture
have figuratively been given a thirty day eviction notice on a way of life.

M. Ritchie, I implore you to hold public hearings and extend the comment period on the
implementation of this plan. It has taken  long time to come this far it would be a shame to enact
a plan that is substandard. Together, we must get it right the first time.

Sincerely,

m{g@- Aoy

C-029703
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Stacy & Lisa Gore
P.0. Box 1126 ~ Durham, CA 95938
Phone 530-520-5442 ~ Fax 530-894-7562

August 16, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
oINS, Dultc 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

T am writing to you today to express my concern that the comment period for the final EIR
released July 21, 2000 for the Cal-Fed plan is far too short. I find it hard to understand how years
of continuous input can be reviewed in just one month’s time.

My husband and I are farmers in Butte County. At this point, we are looking forward to
expanding our operation to inciude our children when they come of age. I also am the Parts
Manager at a local agricultural equip dealership. My customers, as well as my family’s farms
are the life blood of our community.

A reduction in land coupled with a deficient water supply not only speils disaster for farmers
today, but could well be the hurdle that keeps our children from continuing the family farm for
future generations. I not only see the woiry at home, but also at the office. I see the worry in my
customer’s eyes.

My family and I work very hard to provide a sensible balance between the farm and the
environment, We provide & healthy habitat for water fowl, upland game and a host of other
species. My customers do the same. In fact there are many customers, who live in “town”, that
use the recreational / utility vehicles the dealership offers to enjoy and promote the very same
habitat.

M. Ritchie, at this point, do not allow a sense of slow development to rush a diminished program
through. California must take a look at the efforts put forth thus far, and then determine whether
it is good for the state. Turge you, once again, to extend the comment period, if not re- open
hearings on the Cal-Fed Bay-Delta plan.

SANTA CLARA COUNTY FARM BUREAU

605 TENNANT AVENUE, SUITE B, MORGAN HILL, CALIFORNIA 95037
(408) T76-1684. FAX (408) 776-7804

August 14, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay —Delta Program

1416 Ninth St, 1155

Sacramento, Ca 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and comment on the final enviromental
report relasesed July 21. [ also believe Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan,
so we who must abide by it can understand how we fit the plan.

Agriculture is a part of the environment- the land, water, and air we all need to thrive.
California farmiand is a natural resoure of global importance. Cal-Fed plans to acquire or
contro} hundreds of thousands of acres of California farmland, mainly for fish and
wildlife habitat. Cul-Fed has not done enough to study the enviormental impact of this
large-scale land conversion. And Cal-Fed has not looked seriously enough for ways to
reduce farmland losses.

The government already owns half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife
exists on privately owned land. We have done a better job of maintaining habitat that had
the government. We take seriously our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to
be partners with the government. Cal-Fed should ge land 3 to enh
voluntary habitat-conservation efforts.

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate
yicld to accommodate the increasing population and environmental needs. Water
conservation cannot make the same strides it has made in the past. We will work to
become more efficient, but drought will takes a serous toll on California’s environment
and economy unless new storage with additional yield comes on line soon.

C—029704

18698 Ave. 264
Exeter, Calif. 93221

August 9th, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sscramento, Ca. 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Ihx_wsgﬁwt.mtbmuhaw&l-!’edpmmwilllﬂ‘ectlhemvimnmonomﬁmmm
C}hbrmwhmhmndlnmuhdoﬂrnhnmdim’oﬂlmmhdwomnﬁu Cal-Fed should
give every consideration to the significance that agriculture has on our food supply as wedl as the jobs
created on and off the farm. Cal-Fed should find ways to avoid taking farmiand out of production. Habitat
conversation should be voluntary and balanced on all sccounts.

Whrmn;opmuonmc!udunoneﬁ‘umuhhmlndhwu [ assure you that we are interested in
being good partners in preserving habitat as well ¢ being good farmers and neighbors. We believe that
voluntary measures ace the best way to and ion between envi
concerns and the our desire to decide what to grow and how to grow it. Let's work together.

Taw%ﬁaﬂy&m&mn«dm&bkmmmﬂkwm There is a reason that 75%
of wildlife exists on privately owned land. We are good stewards of this land and consistent water supplies
are & part of this formula. California farnms cannot afford to lose water deliveries and acither can the habitat
thftthqvuonwrhnd. T believe that addjtional water storage is the best solution to many of our issues on
unnopfm Farmers must continue to be sble to grow the crops that are o vital to California’s growing
population and econonty.

Ploase hold mare public hearings to allow for more input from the people who’s lives are going to be
affected by the Cal-Fed projects, the electorate of this state. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan unti)
mmhwbe}mﬁnnymmedmthnumiﬁuﬂommdh-whdtheoppmunhymmicwhmd
commsent upon it.

Sincerely,
B LULJko‘)

Kerry

Farmers recognize and support the need to use water more efficiently, In fact, our farms
have increases tonnage of agriculture of agriculture production by two-thirds since 1967,
while using less water. But conservation has environmental consequences of its own.
Reducing water use can affect the ecology of the farm, for example by allowing salts to
build up in soil. Agricultural water conservation may also reduce the flow of water into
underground aquifers or other water bodies. Cal-Fed should study these impacts before
imposing water-efficiency requirements

Sincerely,
é(eenmne Dickens
President
cc. Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Bruce McPherson Don Gage
Rep. Zoe Lofgren State Sen. John Vasconcellos James Beall
Assembly Memeber Peter Frusetta  Peter McHugh
Joe Simitian
Blanca Alcarado

C-029704



August 14, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a Madera County farmer, I am concerned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21, I
respectfuslly request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much
too large to digest and much too complex to understand. I also request you hold hearings to explain
what the Cal-Fed program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, I have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the
lack of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers.

‘Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air.
Farming provides wildlife habitat while producing food. I continue to pay taxes on that land and
survive on the income. This farmland has beea in my family for generations, It is sustainable. [ am
not destroying the environment; I am helping to preserve it.

Do we reslly want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it
provides for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in
California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

1 have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Ourkndandwuteruweﬂmxugedand
cared for. When the govemmeut decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species
often goes el the go fails to ge the land properly.

Again, T request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you
implement the plan.

s

Water Committee Chair

Madera County Farm Bureau

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein  Governor Gray Davis Madera County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer Statc Sen. Richard Monteith  Senator Jim Costa
Rep. George Rad: i A bly George House  Assemblyman Dean Florez

4844 Rd19
dera CA 83637

August 14, 20; (aoe) 674-8643

_ Fax (209) 6736753
M. Steve Ri , Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

ﬁ ANDREW FARMS INC

Task two things, and then shall comment on the document. The requests are.

1. Extead the period to look through the d and provide on the finsl EIS/EIR
released July 21. As a farmer I can’t adequatoly review the thousands of pages in the document in the time
allowed.

2. Hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects on us. Many changes were made to
the report, which the public needs to have an opportunity to understand and discuss. I fear that oven after we
review the document there will be a lot that we won’t understand. Even though you may not believe you are
obligatad to tell us how the plan will affect us, it’s ths right thing to do.

Commeunta: [ beliove that in trying to protoct the eavirorunent, the Cal-Fed plan actually will harm it
instesd. Taking thousands of acres of land out of production will change the face of California agriculture
dramatically. it will have a huge impact on the environment, not to mention local economies. When the land
in private ovmership stops providing food, a tax base and wildlife habitat, what happens to that land?

‘The farm environment where wildlife has gathered will be forever changed. Those crops won't be grown.
Many species now occupy the acres of farmland Cal-Fed proposes to take out of production. They are thero
bmucfﬁnhbupmxdedby&mmdmd:m Historydwwsthn'hsgowmmhunotdmoa
pod]obbzimactmgandnpopumu&mw v with I have

‘The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappointed that Cal-Fed and its agencies have turmed a deaf ear to the
more than 1,000 representatives of agricukture who attended your 16 hearings last year. Of the 800 people
who spoke, most wers farmers and ranchers and their families and neighbors. These people are stewards of
the environment, managing land and water that produces food, wildlife and oxyges.

Sincerely,

Chester Andrew

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis Madera County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Richard
Rep. G Radanovich i Georgs H

Cal- Fed Buy-Ddta Progmn
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a Madera County farmer, I am concerned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21. 1
respectfully request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much
too large to digest and much too complex to understand. I also request you hold hesrings to explain
what the Cal-Fed program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, I have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the
lack of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air,
Farming provides wildlife habitat while producing food. I continue to pay taxes on that land and
survive on the income. This farmland has been in my family for generations, It is sustainable. I am
not destroying the environment; I am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it
provides for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in
California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

1 have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and
cared for. When the government decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species
often goes elsewhere because the government fails to manage the land properly.

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you
implement the plan.

Richard A. Cosym

cc.  Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis Madera County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Richard Monteith
Rep. George Radanovich bl George House

TREES, VINES, ROW CROPS, NEW DEVELOPMENT, FARM MANAGEMENT

2706 W. Ashian, Space 1
Fresno, CA 93705

August 15, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Although 1 am not a farmer it is obvious to me that Cal-Fed must recognize California
farmland as a valuable environmental resource, The Cal-Fed plan would take nearly
250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to-the
environmental impact of this land conversion. The ptan needs to look for ways to
reduce the loss of farmland.

It is also totally unrealistic to think that any normal human can read the 6,500-page
report and make comments within a 30-day period. This comment period necds to be
extended and Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they
become final.

:|‘ Sincuelg,
Art Dové
ce Governor Gray Davis

Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer

Rep. George Radanovich
Senator Chuck Poochigian
Assemblyman Mike Briggs

C—029705
C-029705



Denis & Terri Prosperi

22307 Ave 13 Ph. (559) 673-3921
Maders, CA 93637 Fax :559: 673-5271
August 14, 2000
Mr., Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 am & Madera County farmer. We are concerned about the future, [ ask that you:

1, Give us more time to review and comment on the final Cal-Fed environmental report
released July 21. I work [more than 60 hours] & week on my operation and there is not enough time
to review the plan.

2, P’lmelwld public hearings to explain this plan to us. The report is long, complicated and
technical.

1 am concemned about this document, as I understand it so far. I have lots of wildlife and habitat on
my operation. I know that other farmers do, too. If Cal-Fed acquires several hundred thousand
acres of land as planned, it will be detrimental to habitat,

1 do not believe that Cal-Fed adequately studied the effects of such a large-scale land conversion. I
do not believe Cal-Fed tried hard enough to minimize farmland losses.

Lo

Denis Prosperi

cc;  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis Madera County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Richard Monteith
Rep. George Radanovich Assemblyman George House

August 14, 2000

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuabl i I resource. The Cal-Fed
plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to

the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the loss
of farmland.

Cal-Fod should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.

But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won’t have to be taken away from farms,

I think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed
should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its
plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upos it.

Sincerely,

Frank Borges
Madera County Farm Bureau Director

cc.  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Govemor Gray Davis Madera County Supervisors

Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Richard Monteith Senator Jim Costa
Rep. George Radanovich b George House  Assemblyman Dean Florez

C—029706

August 14, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am a Madera County farmer. We are concerned about the future. I ask that you:

1. Give us more time to review and comment on the final Cal-Fed environmental report
released July 21. I work [more than 60 hours] a week on my operation and there is not enough time
to review the plan.

2. Please hold public hearings to explain this plan to us. The report is long, complicated and
technical.

I am concerned about this document, as I understand it so far. I have lots ofwddhfe md habntat on
my operation. I know that other farmers do, too. If Cal-Fed ires several b h
acres of land as planned, it will be detrimental to habitat.

1 do not believe that Cal-Fed adequately studied the effects of such & large-scale land conversion. 1
do not believe Cal-Fed tried hard enough to minimize farmland losses.

Sincerely,
o
¢/ Galleano
era County Farm Bureau Director
cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis Madera County Supervisors

Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Richard Monteith ~ Senator Jim Costa
Rep. George Radanovich A bl George House  Assemblyman Dean Florez

August 14, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta

1416 Ninth St., Suits 1155

Sacrameato, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
1 ask two things, and then shall comment on the documeat. The requests are:

1. Extead the period to look through the document and provide comments on the final EIS/EIR
released July 21. As 2 farmer [ can’t adequately review the thousands of pages in the document i the time
allowed.

2, Hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects on us. Many changes were made to
ths repost, which the public needs to have an opportunity to undsrstand and discuss. I fear that even after we
review the document there will be a lot that we won’t understand. Even though you may not belisve you are
obligated to tell us how the plan will affect us, it’s the right thing to do.

Comments: 1 belicve that in trying to protect the environment, the Cal-Fed plan actually will harm it
instead. Taking thousands of acres of land out of production will change the face of California agriculture
dramatically. It will have a huge impact oa the eavironment, not to mention local economies. When the land
in privats ownership stops providing food, a tax base and wildlife habitat, what happens to that land?

The farm environment where wildlife has gathored will be forever changsd. Those crops won’t be grown.

Many species now occupy the acres of farmiand Cal-Fed proposes to take out of production. They are there
because of the habitat provided by farmers and ranchers. !-Iismry:lwwsthnthngovemmhunotdmea
good;obofpmacungandupop\dmn;ﬂ:mspecla Cocp with I have

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappointad that Cal-Fed and its ageacies have turned a deaf ear to the
more than 1,000 ropresentatives of agriculture who attended your 16 hearings last year, Of the 300 people
who spcke, most were farmers and ranchers and their families and neighbors, Thesa people ace stewards of
the eavironment, managing land and water that produces food, wildlifs and oxygen.

Sincerely,

ot Coirgr

Robert Cadenazzi

Madera County Farm Bureau Director

cc Senzator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis Madora County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxes State Sen. Richard Monteith Seaator Jfim Costa
Rep. Goorge Radanovick Assembl Goorge House  Assemblyman Dean Florez

C-029706



August 14, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and comment on the final environmental report
reieased July 21. I also believe Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan, so we who must
abide by it can understand how we fit into the plan.

Cal-Fed should conduct habitat-restoration work on existing government-owned land before it
begins scquiring mors land.

The governinent already owns half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on

privately owned land. We have done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the government.

Wo take seriously our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners with the

goéovununent. Cal-Fed should age land s to ent voluntary habitat- vation
ris.

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to
accommodate the increasing population and environmental needs. Water conservation cannot make
the same strides it has made in the past. We will work to become more efficient, but drought wil
take a serious toll on California’s environment and economy unless new storage with additional
yield comes on line scon.

Sincerely,

ﬁ(/ay,lﬁ«ﬂrw

H. Clay Daulton
Madera County Farm Bureau Director

cc: Seaator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis Madera County Supervisors
Senator Barbarz Boxer State Sen. Richard Monteith ~ Senator Jim Costa
Rep. George Radanovich Assemblyman George House  Assemblyman Dean Florez

Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CALFED Bay/Delta Program

1416 Ninth Stroet, Suite 1155

Sacramento, Ca. 95814

August 14, 2000
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1am & Placer County resident. My family has been ranching here for 5 generations and have been
actively involved with Placer County Farm Bureau for most of that time.

1 am concerned as to how the final draft will affect our ranching operation. It seems like the whole
process would be very negative towards agriculture in many ways. One thing for sure without any new
surface watér storage, within a few short years there will be no water for agriculture with the rapid rate of
growth we have here in Placer County.

M. Ritchie, T urge you to lengthen the comment period on the EIS/EIR final draft. I also urge you to hold
public hearings on the plan so individual landowners such as myself can sce how they fit into the plan.

Sincerely,

Robert W, Wiswell, Jr.

Cec: Governer Davis
John Doolittle
Dianne Feinstein
Tim Leslie
Barbara Boxer
Rico Oller

C—029707

August 14, 2000 Brad Scott

Mr .Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Dicector ’ 18051 Gilman Sprs. Rd
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program Moreno Ca. 92555
1416 Ninth St Suite 1155

Saceamento, Ca 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Itis ly i that Cal-Fed izes the valuable ions that agricultural farmland has
to the economy, and as 2a envircnmental resource to the state of California. The Cal-Fed plan would take
nearly 250,000 acres of farmiand out of production. Myself and many others foel that Cal-Fed has not
given enough thought to the economical, and environmental impact of this land conversion. This plan
needs to look at ways to reduce the negative loss of farmland to our state and its, farmers.

Cal-Fod need’s to work with firmers to implement a plan for voluntary habitat, conservation so that they
may continue to feed 2 growing population. This can only be obtained through an affordable and adequate
water supply. New storage of water must be included in this plan in ovder to sccomplish these goals.

1 think that Cal-Ped should hold public hearings to explain what they have planned. This should also
include opportunity for public comment on this plan, which affects so many people. Cal-Fed should not
proceed with this plan until ail concems have been addressed.

A

Brad Scott
oc: Scmator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbars Baxer State Sen. Ray Haynes
Rep. Msry Bono Assembly Member Brett Grantund
iRy,

e b

Jop

s cus i

August 9, 2000 P.0.Box
Westley, Ca 95387
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
1 am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and on the final envire I report

released July 21. I also believe Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan, so we who must
abide by it cen understand how we fit into the plan.

1 farm 550 acres of row crops along the San Joaquin River. We provide for wildlife in our
farming operation. Cal-Fed should conduct habitat-restoration work on existing government-
owned land before it begins acquiring more land.

The government already owns half the land in Californis, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on
privately owned land. We have done & better job of maintaining habitat than has the government,
We take seriously our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners with the
government. Cal-Fed should age land s to enh ) y habitat-conservation
efforts.

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to

date the i ing population and environmental needs. Water conservation cannot
make the same strides it has made in the past. We will work to become more efficient, but
drought will take a serious toll on California’s environment and economy uniess new starage
with additional yield comes on line soon.

Sincerely,

Js
5
¥ Senator Dianne Feinstein  Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Dick Monteith ~ Rep, Gary Condit

Assembly Member  Dennis Cardoza
COPY

Stanislaus County Supervisors

C-029707



August 7, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

[ am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and comment on the final environmental report
released July 21. 1 also believe Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan, so we who must
abide by it can understand how we fit into the plan.

The government already owns half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on
privately owned land. We have done & better job of maintaining habitat than has the government.
We take seriously our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners with the

government, Cal-Fed should age fandowners to enh it y habitat-conservation

efforts.

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to
accommodate the i ing population and envi | needs. Water conservation cannot make
the same strides it has made in the past. We will work to become more efficient, but drought will
take a serious toll on California’s environment and economy unless new storage with additional
yield comes on line soon.

Sincerely,

Geotge Ambrose
2283 Woolner Ave.
Fairfield, CA 94533

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Mike Thompson
Congressman Doug Ose A blywomen Helen Th

August 7, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Iam a farmer in Solano County. Iask two things, and then shall comment on the document. The requests
are:

1. Extend the period to look through the d and provide on the final EIS/EIR .
released July 21, As a farmer I can’t adequately review the thousands of pages in the document in the time
allowed.

2. Hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects on us. Many changes were made to
the roport, which the public needs to have an opportunity to understand and discuss. 1 fear that even afier we
review the document there will be a lot that we won’t understand. Even though you may not believe you are
obligated to tell us how the plan will affect us, it's the right thing to do.

Comments: I believe that in trying to protect the environment, the Cal~Fed plan actually will harm it
instead. Taking thousands of acrcs of land out of production will change the face of California agriculture
dramatically. It wilt bave 2 huge impact on the environment, not to mention local economies, When the land
in private ownership stops providing food, a tax base and wildlifc habitat, what happens to that land?

The farm environment where wildlife has gathered will be forever changed. Those crops won'’t be grown,
Many species now occupy the acres of farmland Cal-Fed prop. to take out of production. They are there
becausc of the habitat provided by farmers and ranchers. History shows that the government has not done a
good job of protecting and repopulating these species. Cooperative ar with land have
worked better.

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappointed that Cal-Fed and its agencies have tuned a deaf ear to the
more than 1,000 representatives of agriculture who attended your 16 hearings last year. Of the 800 people
who spoke, most were farmers and ranchers and their families and neighbors. These people are stewards of
the environment, managing land and water that produces food, wildlife and oxygen.

Eo o 2oty

Eric Warnken
6715 Binghampton Rd.
Dixon, CA 95620
[ Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Mike Thompson

Congressman Doug Ose Assemblywomen Helen Thomson

bl g g

August 8, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a Solano County grape grower I am concerned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21.
T respectfully request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much
too large to digest and much too complex to understand. I also request you hold hearings to explain
what the Cal-Fed program will mean to us,

Through this entire process, I have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the
lack.of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off’ oxygen and help clean the air.
Farming provides wildlife habitat while producing food. I continue to pay taxes on that land and
survive on the income. This farmland has been in my family for generations. It is sustainable. I am
not destroying the environment; I am helping to preserve it,

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it
pro:ndes. for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in
California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

T have an answer, The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and
cared for. When the govemnment decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species
often goes clsewhere because the government fuils to manage the land properly.

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you
implement the plan.

b T .

Linda Tenbrink
4185 Chadbourne Rd.
Suisun, CA 94585

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Mike Thompson
Congressman Doug Ose Assemblywomen Helen Thomson

3788 Paloma Road
Valley Springs, CA 95252
August 8, 2000
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

[ am a rancher in Calaveras County and I am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and
comment on the final environmental report released July 21. I also believe Cal-Fed should hold
public hearings on the plan, so we who must abide by it can understand how we fit into the plan.

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to

ate the i ing population and envir I needs. Water conservation cannot make
the same strides it has made in the past. We will work to become more efficient, but drought will
take a serious toll on California’s environment and economy unless new storage with additional
yield comes on line soon.

Sincerely,
ck Kuhl
cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Tim Leslie

Representative John Doolittle ~ Assemblyman Rico Oller

C—029708
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August 8, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie;

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmiand as a le envir i . The Cal-Fed
plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to
the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the loss
of farmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.

But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won't have to be taken away from farms.

1 think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed
should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people, Cal-Fed should not finalize its
plan until citi have adeq pp ity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely, .
Bobbie Moriel

9275 McNeill Lane
Winters, CA 95694

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Mike Thompson
Congressman Doug Ose Assemblywomen Helen Thomson

4101 Highway 26
Valley Springs, CA 95252
August 8, 2000

Mr. Stevae Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

| am a Calaveras County Rancher. . My family has been on this land for many
years and we are concermed about the future. | ask that you:

1. Give us more time to review and comment on the final Cal-Fed
environmental report released July 21. | work [more than 60 hours] a week on my
operation and there is not enough time to review the plan.

2. Please hold public hearings to explain this plan to us. The report is long,
complicated and technical.

| am concerned about this document, as | understand it so far, 1 have lots of
wildlife and habitat on my aperation. { know that other farmers do, too. If Cal-Fed
acquires several hundred thousand acres of land as planned, it will be
detrimental to habitat.

| do not believe that Cal-Fed adequately studied the effects of such a large-scale
land convarsion. ! do not believe Cal-Fed tried hard enough to minimize farmland

lasses.

Sincerely,
CAlesorHoweties

Eloise Fischer

cc.  Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer  State Sen. Tim Leslie
Rep. John Doalittle Assembiyman Rico Oller

3353 Highway 4,
Murphys, CA 95247

August 8, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr, Ritchie:

1 am 2 wine grape grower in Catveras County, I ask two things, and then shall comment on the document,
The requests are:

1. Extend the period to look through the document and provide comments an the fina! EIS/EIR
released July 21. As a farmer [ can’t review the th ds of pages in the d in the time
allowed,

2. Hald public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects on us. Many changes were made to
the report, svhich the public needs to have an opportunity to understand and discuss. f fear that even afler
we review the document there will be a lot that we won't understand. Even (hough you may not believe you
are obligated to tell us how the plan will affect us, it's the right thing to do.

Comments: 1 belicve that in trying to profect the covironment, the Cal-Fed plan actually will harm it
instead. Taking thousands of acres of land out of production will change the face of California agriculture
dramatically. It will have & huge impact on the environment, not to mention local economies, When the
land in private ownership stops providing food, a tax base and wildlifc habitat, what happens to that land?

The farm environment where wildlife has gathered will be forever changed. Thase crops won’t be grown.
Many specics now occupy the acres of farmiand Cal-Fed proposes to take out of production. They are there
because of the habitat provided by farmers and ranchers. History shows that the govermment has ot done 2
good job of protecting and repopulating these species. C. i with land have
warked better.

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappointed that Cal-Fed and its agencies have tumned a deaf car to the
maore than 1,000 represcntatives of agriculture who atiended your 16 hearings last year. Of the 800 people
who spoke, most sere farmers and ranchers and their familics and neighbors. These people are stewards of
the environment, managing land and water that produces food. wildlife and oxygen.

Sincerely, )
Stuart Mast
cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Tim Lestie
Rep. John Doolittle Assemblyman Rico Oller
August 8, 2000
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the envil on farms and
Agriculture is an important part of California’s environment. Cal-Fed plans to convert nearly a
quarter of a million acres of farmland to habitat and other uses. It should study the environmental
impact of that land conversion. Cal-Fed must seek ways to avoid taking farmland out of production.

I know many farmers who enhance the wildlife value of their farms. We are stewards of the land
and we want to be partners in environmental restoration. But we oppose requirements that tell us
what to grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed must work with us in a cooperative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordable water. Cal-
Fed must move aggressively to develop new water storage that provides adequate yield. Without
more storage, California won’t have enough water for the environment in dry years. That means
water will be taken away from farms, especially during droughts. Without water, farmland loses its
value as habitat and as a vita) food resource for California’s growing population.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final, Cal-Fed should
tell us how its pfan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan
untif citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely,

Joim Aot

Tom Stewart
2374 Shilow Rd.
Suisun, CA 94585

cc.  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Mike Thompson
Congressman Doug Ose Assemblywomen Helen Thomson
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P. O. Box 567

Angels Camp, CA 95222.0567
August 8, 2000 gels amp

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EISEIR
Dear Mz, Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuabl i al resource. The
Cfl-Fed plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production, Cal-Fed has not
given encugh thought to the envi | impact of this land conversion, The plan
needs to look for ways to reduce the loss of farmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the
land can help feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.

But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water.
Cal-Fed must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help
guarantee water for the environment in dry years, so water won’t have to be taken
away from farms.

I think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its pla

plans before they become
final, Cal-Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will aff:c)t’. people.
Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review
it and comment upon it.
Sincerely,

cc:  Senator Dianne Peinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis
. Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Tim Leslie
Rep. john Doolittle Assembly Member Rico Oller

Jim Fraguero

August 7, 2000

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

In my role of financing farmers, ranchers and related businesses, I am concerned about how the Cal-Fed
program will affect the environment on those farms and ranches.

Cal-Fed is proposing to convert nearly 250,000 acres from productive farmland into habitat and other uses.
Sufficient time should be utilized to study the effect on the environment as weil as the economic impact
that removal of farmland from production will have on the citizens of this county. Those lands will no
longer produce food, fiber, nor provide a source of revenue to the county government.

1am concerned that this document is overly complex and lengthy, creating a major obstacle to those
attempting to plow through and understand it as well as respond 10 the contents,

More time is necessary for the various partics to d the implications of the d

Farmers recognize and support the need to use water more cfficiently. In fact, farming in general has
increased production while actually reducing the amount of water used by modemizing irrigation practices
and delivery systems. Smallcr amounts of water applied to the land can have adverse consequences as weil,
Salt intrusion is one of the many aspects of using less water on the land. Farmers can run wildlife-friendly,
productive farms only if they have adequate, reliable affordable water. Without water, farmland loses its
value both as habitat and as a vital food resource for California’s exploding population,

Because of all the impacts on the environment of rural California, and because the signing in June of the *
framework agrecment”, and because the Cal-Fed plan appears to have changed, we need more time to
evaluate the environmental report, Public hearings would help Cal-Fed explain how its plan has changed
and how it will affect Californians, Hearings would also give people lime to express support or concerns
about the various changes from the original plan, Cal Fed should not finalize its plan until citizens have
adequate opportunity to review and comment on the plan.

Please hold more hearings allowing sufficient time to study the 6,500~ page document!
Sincerely,

dt EM B

Robert E. Musick
Concerned Citizen
San Joaquin County

C—029710

P.O. Box 733
Mountain Ranch, CA 95246

August 8, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuable environmental resource. The
Cal-Fed plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given
enough thought to the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to
lock for ways to reduce the loss of farmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land
can help feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time,

But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water.
Cal-Fed must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee
water for the environment in dry years, sp water won’t have to be taken away from farms.

I think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final.
Cal-Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed
should not finalize its plan until citizens have adequate appartunity to review it and
comment upon it.

Sincerely,

it I fudit |

Michael D. Fischer

cc: Govemor Gray Davis Rep. John Doolittle
Senator Dianne Feinstein Senator Rico Offer
Senator Barbara Boxer Assemblyman Rico Olier

o Siskiyou County Farm Bureau

-4 RECEIVED
AUS 09 2000
August 4, 2000 GALFED Bay-Dolta Programs

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cai-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re; Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie.

iski unty Farm Bureau would like to express its cancern regarding
Eep?olspk;‘:: gaol-F?d program. We are particularly concerned about adgquate
“Area of Origin” protection for the water nceds of our local people, busxfxesscs,
fish and wildlife. Adequate instream flow is needed to support hydrolqglcal
functions, gravel regime for endangered fish and to the carrying of

pollutants.

We would oppose any fee for use of water in California. _Our ‘water use rights
date back to‘:gg 1850s, are private property and secured in priority of use by
long-standing adjudications. We would also oppose any statewide system to
control the diversion of groundwater resources in the State‘of' California.
Siskiyou County has a groundwater ordinance in. place to limit the export of
groundwater from our watersheds to that which is surplus only. Our .
groundwater is a private riparian property shared wrreh‘uvely by the overlying
fandowners to be used on overlying land. Tt is not 2 public property.

about how Cal-Fed pro; s will affect the environment on
m:::“ l'lo::;l.;ds Agriculture is an iu‘:rpom part of California’s environment,
Cal-Fed plans to convert nearly a quarter of a million acres of farmland to
habitat and other uses. It should study the environmental impact of that land .
conversion. Cal-Fed must seek ways to avoid taking farmland out of production.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and
affordable water. Cal-Fed must move aggressively to dqvelo? new Ymer storage
that provides adequate yield. Without more storage, California won’t have

enough water for the .
awirihnmem in dry years. That means water will be taken away from Ms,
especially during droughts. Without water, farmla.nd loses its value as habitat
and as a vital food resource for California’s growing population

808 FOURTH STREET +  YREKA, CALIFORNIA 96097 «  E-Mail: sisfarm®@snowcrsstnet

Phona: (S30) 842-2384 htrp//www.snowcrest net/siskfarmd
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Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become
final. Cal-Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect
people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan untif citizens have adequate
opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely,
7. s

Marcia H. Armstrong
Executive Director

cc: Governor Gray Davis, Senator Dianne Feinstein, Senator Barbara Boxer,
Representative Wally Herger, State Sen Maurice Johannessen, Assemblyman
Dick Dickerson, Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors

RECEIVED
MG 09 2000
CALFED Bay-Defta Program
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DEROBERTIS RANCH
2824 Wise Road
Lincoln, CA 95648 AUG 09 2000
CALFED Bay-Dalta Program

August 6, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CALFED Bay/Delta Program

1418 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 85814

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

| am a Placer County cattie rancher and a director on the Placer County Farm Bureau. !
am concemed about your final CalFed EIS/EIR released July 21, 2000. | am greatly
concamed about the (oss of agricuitural land and aiso what it could do to the wildlife and
their habitat. | request that the comment period on your final CaiFed EIS/EIR be
lengthened. Also, please hold public hearings to explain what this plan will mean to us.

Sincerply: \;
Gz,
Derobertis,
Dercbertis Ranch
o Govemor Gray Davis Dianne Feinstein
Barbara Boxer Rico Oller
John Doolittle Tim Laslie

Califomnia Farm Bureau

VADA COUNTY FARM BUREAU

P.0. Box 43 Chicsgo Pack, CA. 95712 : 530-346-8146 (phone & fax)

RECEVED
August 07, 2000 AUG 09 2000
M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director CALFED Bay-Datta Program
g:i]-Bay-Deltl Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA, 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Agriculture us a vital part of California’s environment and if a quarter of a million acres is taken out of
production it will be detrimental to the state. There must be a study on the environmental impact of that
land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the loss of farmland.

We are stewards of our land and we would be willing to work on a voluntary habitat conservation plan. We
don'’t want to be told what to grow and when to grow it. There must be co-operation all the way around.

There is no way farmers and ranchers can provide habitat and feed people without an reliable and affordable
water. The plan must develop water storage. New water storage will help guarantee water for the
environment for the dry/drought years, so water won't have to be taken away from farms.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final, Cal-Fed should tell us
how it plans has changed and how it is going to affect people. This plan should not be finalized untit
citizens have adequate opportunity to review and comment on it.

i
evada County Farm Bureau Board of Directors

' %Z’L/_ Zog,,éz/w;@.

cc: Senator Diane Feinstein  Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer  State Sen.Tim Leslie
Rep Wally Herger Assembyman Sam Annestad

Nevada County Board of Supervisors

Afftiated witk
CALIFORNIA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION
AMERICAN FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

C—029711
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3680 Garden Bar Road

Lincoln, CA 95648 DOHERTY BROS. ANR 03 2000
AUE 09 2000 GENERAL FARMING
CALFED ey Dalta P ; P.O. 30X 413, DUNNIGAN, CA 99937 CALFED Bay-Delta Program

OFTICE: (916) 476-3608
FAX: (916) 476-3619

August 8, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director Mr Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CALFED Bay/Delta Program CALFED Bay/Delta Program

1418 Ninth Street, Suite 1155 1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 85814 Sacramento, Ca 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie:
August 1, 2000 .
| am a Placer County cattle rancher. My family has bsen on this land for generations. We
are concemed about its future. { am also on the Board of Directors for the Placer County Dear Mr Ritchie:
Farm Bureau. | am writing to ask that you:

1. Lengthen the comment period on your final CalFed EIS/EIR | would like to introduce myself. My name is Michael Doherty, |

released July 21. | work more than 80 hours a week and there Is farm rice, almonds wine grapes, altaita and tour other crops in Yolo,
not enough time to adequately review the plan. Colusa, and Sutter Counties. | tarm these crops In a partnership
with my two younger brothers and my father. We are fifth generation
2. Plsase hold'pubﬂcheaﬂnql to explair] this plan to us. The 6,500 Cahfornian farmers ,we have strong ties to the land, and in many
page report is complicated and technical. ways consider ourseives protectors ot it.
Mr. Ritchie, | am concemed about this document, as | understand it so far. | have a lot of
wildiife and habitat on my property. | know that ather ranchers do too, if CalFed acquires I am writing to ask you to prolong the period in which to look over
several hundred thousand acres of land as planned, it will be detrimental to the habitat. | and comment on the CaiFed EIS/EIR that was released on July
do not believe that CalFed adequately studiad the effects of such a large-scale land 21,2000 1 was unable to get my hands on the report for several days
convarsion nor tried hard enough to minimize farmland losses. atter you reteased it. it 1s difticult for me to adequately review the

document In the short period of time glven. | work 65-75 hrs per
week , so In the evenings after a full days work | read the CalFed
EIS/EIR | would simply Iike more time to comment on the report.

Bachman, ©
Bachman Ranch tt 1s my strong betief that more surface water is needed for this
) generation and the ones to come. Without surface water we will
o g:vernoremy Davis ggom&Femstein overuse our limited ground water (which by the way isn't all high
ol quah future o .
John Doolittle Tim Leslie quality) and future generations of farmers and conservationists will

California Farm u be left without..
Our tarm 1s teeming with wild lite: wild pigs, deer, pheasant, ducks,
geese, hawks, eagles, wiid turkeys, toxes, Just to name a tew. |
hesitate to think what 1t would be like without water.

< CONTRA COSTA COUNTY FARM BUREAU

I'm also of the opinion that before the government purchases more

ground, 1t should better manage the land 1t already owns We are —n L (ONE (o35, 6725115

private landowners who do a better Job of managing our wildiite CALIFORNIA e e R ATION R pbat i

habitat than does the government who have all the "experts”. and the 5556 CLAYTON ROAD

AMERICAN FARM BUREAU FEDERATION CONCORD, CALIFORNIA 94521

Lastly, our economy not onty of our local rural area , but statewide August 8, 2000

included, will sutfer mightily It more ground is taken out of - RECE’VED

production (whether by conservation or lack of water). | do not think Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director AllG 09 2om

Calfed tried hard enough to minimize farmland losses, let's try and Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program ’

do something about it. 1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 GALFED&Menapmgmh
Sacramento, CA 95814

Sincerely

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

f/&é/’ // / . Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Michael +. Doherty
1 am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment on farms and ranches.
Cc  Governor Davis Dianne Feinstein Barbara Boxer Agriculture is an important part of California’s environment, Cal-Fed plans to convert nearly a
Doug Ose quarter of a million acres of farmland to habitat and other uses. It should study the eavironmental
impact of that land conversion. Cal-Fed must seek ways to avoid taking farmland out of production.

I know many farmers who enhance the wildlife value of their farms. We are stewards of the land
and we want to be partners in environmental restoration. But we oppose requirements that tell us
what to grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed must work with us in a cooperative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordable water, Cal-
Fed must move aggressively to develop new water storage that provides adequate yield. Without
more storage, California won’t have enough water for the environment in dry years. That means
water will be taken away from farms, especially during droughts. Without water, farmiand loses its
value as habitat and as a vital food resource for Celifornia’s growing population.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed should
tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan
until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely,

S S

Jackie Stewart, President
Contra Costa County
Farm Bureau

ot Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis Contrs Costa County Supervisors
Scnator Barbara Boxer  State Sen, Richard Rainey
Rep, George Miller & Ellen Tauches Assembly Member Lynne Leach & Tom Torlakson

C-029712



TO.Box 278
Arbuckie CA 95912

MYERS SEED RECEIVED

AUG 09 2000
August 7, 2000 CALFED Bay-Delta Program

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Manager
CALFED Bay/Delts Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento CA 95814
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
My family has been farming in Colusa County for over 40 years. We are concerned about our land
and its future. We are requesting that you consider the following.
Lengthen the comment period on your final CalFed EIS/EIR released July 21. We work more
(has 708 Boirs on our ranch per week during this time of year and this is not enough time to
Adequatoly review the plan.
- nnld:pnblie meetings to explain this plan to us. The 6,500 page report is complicated.

itchie, the CalFed plan is flawed. Iam disappointed that CalFed and its operating agencies

_tmve l‘[{;}rﬁd the more than 1,000 representatives of agriculture who attended your 16 CalFed
hearings last year. Of the 800 people who spoke, most were from agriculture. These people are the
backbane of the economy, the number one industry for producing wildlife, oxygen and food.

1 am concerned about this plan, as I understand it so far, I have wildlife and habitat on my land. I
CalFed acquires several hundred thousand acres of land as planned, it will be detrimental to habitat,
do not believe that CalFed adequately studied the effects of such a large-scale land conversion.

Sincerely,

SEED
4:4[/ Zd %‘fd\
David H. Myers, Partner

Ce: Govemor Davis; Dianne Feinstein ; Barbara Boxer; Gary Sack: Maurice Johannessen; Doug Ose;
Colusa County Board of Supervisors

RECEIVED
AUG 08 2000

JAMES W. LOPES
‘y 7/ ZCBALFED Bay-Deita Program

44960 Lopas Court
Framont, CA 84538
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Githeri Rarnos CALFED Bay-Deita Program

6760 Hurringion Ave.
Avhuchie, CA 93912

Ansust 72000

Mr. Steve Ritehie  Acting Dircctor
CALTED i3ay. Dol Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Suctamento, CA 95814

Dear Mz, Ritchic:

I farm 600 acres of ahmonds in southern Colusa County. My funily has fanned this Lud
for three generationy and I am (tving to keen it eoinw for a fourth generation.

The wrigation water we use 1roim Lake Shasta, via the Tehama Colusa Canal, saved our
farm from dust bow conditions in the 1970, The ground water in this area kot dropped
S0 P We Wore statig fo pump salt water and was very nuited. We hnow how pruious
water is for vervheddy in this stz Withont sator v san aot atay jn busine's

In order to mcct ite cmyronmental 20als. ¢ al-ted must move forward to devalon now

Wabel stotige. Fanis do not need additional water, But, we weognice ihe o w b
sure there i enonoh available to meet epvronmental anals, sepeeraihy i dnrvene, Fhe
oy Waty i gttt B lE: witol WPl abshidp dautiglies s 10 Cipili L
'« € NheTWVIKE Water Wil e FIRen awav Trom farme n order 1o sisrmn

NP0 Wet v

v ol b o d whona

Tt other Qurmar < ieed moie it teok iomich the docuient asd provids sommeats
ot the finat Calei ed Bl ddic velcased July 21§ would also uige Cal-Fed 1o hold heariugs
to ~wphin to the priblic what you will do and its ctfect on us. Many changes were made to
il report, which the public necds to have an opportunity to understand und discuss at
hearings.

Many farmers will gladly enhance the wildlife value of their fanms, and many already do.
We take scriously our role as stewards of the environment and wish to act as partoers in
restoration activitics. But farmers wall resist mandates or regulations that tell them svhat to
grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed must work with farmers in a cooperative spirit,

K S

ae: Governor Davis, Senator Dianne Feinstein. Senator Barbara Boxer, Congressman
Doug Ose. State Senator Maurice Johanuiussen, and Colusa County Board of SUPLIVISURS.

Flbert Ramos

Louls E. GINOCHIO RECEIVED

3401 Wainut Avenue
Concord, CA 94519-2435 : AliG 08 2000
August 7, 2000
CALFED Bay-Delta Program

Mr. Steve Ritchle, Acting Execttive Director
Cal-Fed Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814
Ref: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
| am writing wugcywwddayundodmddumm«upwodlormslsmm referenced
above. Itisan plex and ji at that ins many i

ges from its p ! Additional public hearings 10 allow Input by those most
directly affected by its provisions should be duled. ftis that a significant

my
numwdadlusﬂnmmommmmmuequmﬂmmdlmmd\m. and
thelr impact on those who must eventually ablde by the same would be unfair,

Mamumhﬁlyhabmlnm-bmlnmdfmwIlveaockproductlonm
the 1870's in Contra Costa County, | am well aware the consequences of not fully
comprehsnding the scope of new governmental regulations as they come into place. We
provide significant wildiife habltant on cur over 7000 acres in this county and addlitional cover for
wildfowd and upland gams on our rice and Irrigated pesture acreage in Yuba County.

1t should be noteworthy that the Local, State and Federal g In various cap

own in excess of 50% of the land in Califomia, yet when it comas time to provide for additional
enhancements for fish and wildlife the govemmaent Jooks to remove further acreage from
agricultural production which is homa to over 75% of the wildlife by the govemnmants own
estimates. It seems that private ownership has provided a better home for these critters than
that which the various government sntities provide. Far better, it would seem to m, to get into
mmdpamﬂpmmhpdvahmahabmwggestedInoarllerproposals.lhan
to simply remove additional lands from agriculture.

Additional “off stream” storage facllities as also previcusly brought to the table, seem to have
been ignored as weil. To simply *redistribute” existing water supplies does little to solve the

p of water for witdlife, growing
demands as wel! as suppiles sufficient to feed the hungry nation and the world.  More efficient
use of existing supplies, white an admirable goal, can not be expected to provide yields matching
the successes of the past without also, the exp: of storage of water
in periods of plenty. it Is no secret that Califomia, without adequate watler, would soon revert to
a*desert” incapable of supplying the needs of pecple, agriculture or_the environment.

Agaln, | strongly urge that you d of the period and explore the real
opportunities for expansion of storage while there Is still time to do so. Many “real solutions” may
yet surface, given the opporiunity.

Y

LOUIS E. GINOCHIO
cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Govemor Gray Davis  Contra Costa Co. Bd, of Supervisors

Senator Barbara Boxer Senator Richard Ralney Yuba County Bd. of Supervisors
Rep, George Miller Assemblyman Tom Torlakson

oalfieugod
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RECEIVED
AUG 08 2000

CALFED Bay-Delta Program

Lincoln, Calif.
August,8,2000

#Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CALFED Bay/Delta Program

1416 Ninth St. Suite 1155

Sacramento, Ca. 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie

I was present at CALFED public hearings conducted in Yuba City

and the Convention Center in Sacramento. Most of those who spoke
up, including me, were Farmers or corf®cted with Agriculture in some
way. By far, the majority wanted to see much more surface storage
of Water than proposed. Also, they did not want the great loss of
Ag. land which appears will take place when all things involved
are finalized.

I would appreciate your help in extending the comment period on
the final CALFED report. Afterall, the storage, distribution, and
use of water in this State is so controversial that we must have
adequate time to study such a huge Report and half way understand
what is going on and how we will be affected!

52' cerely, -
Allen Stonesifer ;
Bhermalaugd.IBranEg Beach
1700 Auburn Rd.
Lincoln, Ca. 95648
Ce Governor Davis

John Doolittle

Dianne Feinstein

Barbara Boxer

Tim Leslie

Rico Oller

Date

Ms. Jane Dolan

Chair, Butte County Supervisors
Administrative Center

25 County Center Drive
Oroville, CA 95965

Dear Ms. Dolan:

This responds to your May 16, 2000 letter restating a number of Butte County's concerns with
the CALFED Program and requesting an extension of the 30-day period following the release of
CALFED’s Final Programmatic EIS/EIR (Final BIS/EIR).

We have reviewed thousands of comments on the June 1999 draft CALFED Programmatic
EIS/EIR and have prep P that will be included in the Final EIS/EIR. We intend to
have the Final EIS/EIR delivered to all who commented on the draft EIS/EIR within 2-3 days of
its release to agencies and the public. As a minimum, in compliance with CEQA, Butte County--
as a public agency commentor-- will get the Final EIS/EIR at least 10 days befofe it is certified.

The following are brief excespts, dealing with Butte County’s comments, from some of the
responses in the Final EIS/EIR:

The ERP requires all project applicants to coordinate with local government and all projects will
be thoroughly evaluated by qualified experts; The ERP proposal to allow the Sacramento River
to meander was taken from the citizen and landowner process developed in the Sacramento River
Conservation Area Handbook (8.B.1086); The “hard points”™ policy objective of §.B. 1086 is
integrated into the ERP. Future redesign and reconstruction of bridges should include bypasses
and other flood relief measures; CALFED is not proposing to change any regulations, water
rights or standards. CALFED will operate within the existing regulatory and statutory water
rights framework. Individual CALFED agencies will inue to their respective
authorities; and CALFED acknowledges the role that agricultural land plays as a substitute for
npatural habitat. Our “wildlife friendly” incentive program intends to increase those benefits.

CEQA does not provide for comments on the Final EIS/EIR. NEPA provides a 30-day period,

iy piablished in the Federal-Register-before a
decision on the proposed action can be made or recorded. This 30-day period is not a second
public or agency review and comment period.

Comments submitted during this 30-day period will be submitted to CALFED decisionmakers
for their consideration, but neither NEPA nor CEQA require lead agencies to respond formally
on a Final EIS/EIR.

Sincerely,

SR

Conphell

RECEIVED

1828 Gladding Rd AUG 07 20
Lincoin, CA 95648 CALFED Bay-Delta Proge:
Angust 4, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director

CALFED Bay/Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95314

We are writing in concern of the CalFed EIS/EIR that was released on July 21.
A 6500 page document of this scope and technical applications will require

several months of perusal just to get through it, let alone digest and understand it. The
review period should be extended to  minimum of 90 days and should inctude several
public hearings to discuss the implications.

This proposal will affect California Agricultural in many adverse ways. As food

for the entire nation comes from farms in the central valley of California, it will adversely
affect the nation’s food supply. Any proposal that does not include new water for
agricultural, environmental and domestic use is badly flawed. If you take water away
from one use, such as agriculture, you are harming everyone.

Farmers have always been good stewards of the land and environment, give them

a chance to prove they will continue to be so, Our families have been farming in
Californis far 140 years, let us keep being able to carry on the tradition.

Rather than buy up producing agricultural land the environmental mitigations

should be carried out on existing federally owned land.

Sincerely,

Y, 3 Vine

Placer Country Farmers

TEHAMA
COouUNTY
FARM
BUREAU

Bus: [530) 5277882
Fax 15301 5276028

645 Antelope’Bivd , Suile 17
Rad Blufl. Collornia 96080
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Quinton + Melba ﬁojl‘e-y
8627 Sullivan Way
Durham, CA 95735
Hu&;. 20,2000
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> c Fare B RECEIVED
atiposa County Farm Bureau
5131 Highwsy 140, P. O. Box 1297 AUG 18 2000

Mazriposs, Cs 95338 GALFED Bay-eita Program
(209) 966-3848  Fax: (209) 966-7411

Lyle Torpin, Presidest
August 17, 2000

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment on farms and
ranches in Mariposa County, I ask two things, and then shall comment on the document.

The requests are:

1. Extend the period to look through the d and provide on the
final RIS/EIR released July 21. This would give me time to review the many pages
of the document in the time allowed.

2. Hold public hearings to expiain what you will do and the effects on our County.
Many changes were made to the report, which the public needs to have the
opportunity to understand and discuss, even after we review the document there will
be a lot we won't understand. You need to tell us how the plan will affect us, its the
right thing to do.

Comments: 1believe in trying to protect the environment, the Cal-Fed plan actually will

harm it instead. Taking thousands of acres of land out of production will change the face

of California agriculture dramatically. It will have a huge impact on the environment, not

to mention local economics. When the land in private ownership stops providing food, a

tax base and wildlife habitat, what happens to that land?

The farm environment where wildlife has gathered will be forever changed. Those crops
won’t be grown. Many species now occupy the acres of farm land the Cal-Fed proposes

to take out of production. They are there because of the habitat provided by farmers and
ranchers, History shows that the government has not done a good job of protecting and

-ac
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repopulating these species. Cooperative ar with land have worked
better,

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappointed that Cal-Fed and its agencies have turmed &
deaf ear to the more than 1,000 representatives of agriculture who attended your 16
hearings last year. Of the 800 people who spoke, most were farmers and ranchers and
their families and neighbors. These people are ds of the envil i

land and water that produces food, wildlife and oxygen.

Sincerely,

Lyle Turpin, President
Mariposa County Farm Bureau

cc: Senator Dianne Feinsten
Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer
Mariposs County Board of Supervisors
Senator Richard Monteith
Assemblyman George House
Rep ive G Radancvich

T A. M. FARMS
A. Marchini & Sons
9010 W. Howard Road
Stockton, CA 95206
Phone (209) 462-1185

g RECEIVED
AUG 18 ~nnp
CALFED Bay-Du..v: Program
August 15,2000
e e

Program
1416 Ninth Sirect, Suite 1155
Saccamento, CA 95814

Re: Fina! Programmatic EISEIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie,

i mi| ization with
Wlmdmawlwmtmﬂlﬁwlmnm The idex of one orgeni
m&ounmuwhwguhmwmhmmmh; to sclve the water problems that

in the southern part of this state.

wants to increase fish and wild life habit by taking out of production of acres of
mﬁrwp‘.;lmd. tcdttutu::mlnramiu. lfbchudmuuhb&mbrundwﬂdhknm'tu
nsed!howanmditwmbcmthhnwﬂlb‘cmdhyﬁeefpmﬁupmlm 1t will never
modbimpmv-momqualityhmuy-delu. wcﬂdmmmmmmmm:m
Momsbm&a«hﬂi&m«nﬁmm Taking valuable facmisnd out of production i

answes.

neods W aggressively dovel nmmwpfﬂmddcvdopp!.‘m:wummsﬂm
S:H:Ld:n:ymx miluuo':mdndouh'ﬂhhdomh. B is oot politically cormect to build dams.

{ove that the plas kmdwﬂmﬂmmpﬂmmumﬂmmmuumwm
;ub::icm:t:m;-ﬂ:whpﬁﬁmlmhﬂmwmumknpmbyﬁ!plm. Usuyowrpumr
mdhﬂumutommmhpmmmdﬁmﬂmckhﬁndmmmm 3

Sincercly,

Bl

Paul J. Macchink

AM. Farms.

Ce Senstor Disnne Feinstein
Senwior Barbars Baxer
quumuﬁwv.i:hadl’ombo
Governoc Gray Davis
State Senstor Patrick Johnston
Assembiyman Mike Machado .
Sen Joaquin County Board of Supervisors

C-029716



Shasta County Farm Bureau

3605 BechelliLane » Redding, CA95002 « {530} 223-2358 « E-mai info@shastafarmbureau com

4
— RECEIVED

August 16, 2000
ANG 1 R g

CALFED Bay-Daita Prograre

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear M., Ritchie:

As 3 member of Shasta County Farm Bureau, which rep over 1600 bers, I must onthe
recent release of the final EIS/EIR regarding the Cal-. ed program. Cal-Fed must recognize California
farmland as a valuable envi [ r within the state. The Cal-Fed pian would take nearly 250,000
acres out of valuable production. Enough thought has not been given to the environmental impact of this land
conversion, and needs to be done before drastically changing California’s already sustainable agriculture
environment. :

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation to ensure that the land can help feed our

" growing population and provide habitat at the same time. In addition, Cal-Fed must develop water storage
with adequate yield, as this is the backbone to ensuring the future of both. New storage will help guarantee
water for the environment in dry years, so water won’t have to be taken away from farms.

Public hearings need to be held to explain the plans before they become final, as well as telling us how this
newly changed plan will affect people. The plan should not be finalized until citizens have adequate
opportunity to review it and make decisions based upon the facts,

atrick Fields
Shasta County Farm Bureau Director

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein  Governor Gray Davis County Superv?sor Ha_wu
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Maurice Johannessen County Supervisor Wilson
Rep. Wally Herger Assembly Member Dick Dickerson County Supervisor Clarke
County Supervisor Fust County Supervisor Kehoe
RECEIVED
August 15, 2000 AUG 18 2000
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director CALFED Bay-tolta Program
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As & Madera County farmer, I am concerned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July21.1
respectfully Tequest you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much -
too large to digest and much too complex to understand. I also request you hold hearings to explain
what the Cal-Fed program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, I have been concemed about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the
Iack.of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require morc water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air.
Farming provides wildlife habitat while producing food. I continue to pay taxes on that land and
survive on the income. This farmland has been in my family for generations. It is sustainable.  am
not destroying the environmeat; I am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it
provides for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in
California, yet 75 percent of the wildiife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

T have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and
cared for. When the government decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species
often goes elsewhere b the g fails to the land properly.

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you
implement the plan.

Sincerely,

A2a
Ralph Pistoresi
Madera County Farm Bureau

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis Madera County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Richard Monteith ~ Senator Jim Costa
Rep. George Radanovich A bly George House  Assemblyman Dean Florez

C—029717

RECEIVED
AUG 18 2000
CALFED Bay-Delts Program

August 15, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95314

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Tam a Madera County farmer. We are concerned about the fiture. I ask that you:

1. Give us more time to review aud comment on the final Cal-Fed environmental report
released July 21, T work [more than 60 hours] a week on my operation and there is not enough time
to review the

" ci Please hold public hearings to explain this plan to us. The report is long, complicated and
tochai

Iam d about this d as Y understand it so far. I have lots of wildlife and habitat on
my operation. I know that other farmers do, too. If Cal-Fed acquires several hundred th d
acres of land as planned, it will be detrimental to habitat,

1 do not believe that Cal-Fed adequately studied the effects of such a large-scale land conversion. I
do not believe Cal-Fed tried hard enough to minimize farmland losses.

Sincerely,
Carl I ohn.sonE
Madera County Farm Bureau Director

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis Madera County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Richard Monteith ~ Senator Jim Costa
Rep, George Radanovich ~ Assemblyman George House  Assemblyman Dean Florez

._Shasta County Farm Bureau

. 3605 Bechell Lane » Redding, CA96002 = (530-]223-2358 « E-mail info@shastafarmbureau.com
—
August 10, 2000 RECE'VED
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Directar
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program AUG 18 2000
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 CALFED Bay-Delta Progr
am

Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a member of Shasta County Farm Bureau with over 1600 members, I feel [ must comment on your
recent release of the fina!l EIS/EIR regarding the Cal-Fed program. I am writing to ask you to extend the
time to read and on the final envir [ report d July 21. T also believe Cal-Fed
should hold public hearings on the plan, so we who must abide by it can understand how we fit into the
plan.

The government already owns half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on privately
owned land. We have done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the government. We take seriously
our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners with the government. Cal-Fed should
encourage landowners to enhance voluntary habitat-conservation efforts.

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to
accommodate the increasing population and environmental needs. Water conservation cannot make the
same strides it has made in the past. We will work to become more efficient, but drought will take a
serious toll on California’s environment and economy unless new storage with additional yield comes on
line soon.

Sincerely,

Gl Tk

Bob Nash
Shasta County Farm Bureau Vice President

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein County Supervisor Kehoe

Senator Barbara Boxer County Supervisor Fust
Rep. Herger County Supervisor Hawes
Governor Gray Davis County Supervisor Wilson

State Senator Maurice Johannesen  County Supervisor Clarke
Assembly Member Dick Dickerson

C-029717
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August 15,2000 CALFED Bay-Deita Prograr

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Directar
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program

1416 Ninth St.,Saite 1135

Sacramento,CA 95314

Re: Final Programmatic FIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
1 am writing (o ask you to extend the time to read and on the final

report
released July 21. 1also believe Cal-Fed should hald public hearings on the plan, so we who must
abide by it can understand how we fit into the plan.

My husband and I farm 5000 acres of orchard and field crops in Tulare County, We provide for
wildlife in our farming operation. Cal-Fed should conduct habitat-restoration work on existing
govermment owned land before it beging acquiring more land.

Ths government already owns balf the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on
privately owned land  We have done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the government.
Wemmmmamawmmmwummmm
government. Cal-Fed should efforts.

CalFedemmmquwklywdwdopsurﬁwmmpwnhMmmywwb

needs. Water conservation cannot
maknthenmemidunhsmadcmih:pnt We will work to become more efficient, but drought
will take 2 sericus toll on California’s environment and econonty unless new storage with additional
yield comes on line soon.

oc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis  Tulare County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Jim Costa
Rep. Calvin Dooley Asscmbly Member Sarah Reyes

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director

August 15, 2000
Page Two

8. Water-efficiency requirements can affect the ecology of farmland by allowing
salts to build up and reduce flow of water into lmdergmlmd aquifers. Cal-Fed
should study these imp before i ter-efficiency i

9. Cal-Fed should provide a better description to landowners what it means to live in
the “Solution Area”,

10. Public hearings should be beld before Cal-Fed finalizes its plan.

Representative Ken Calvert
Governor Gray Davis

State Senator James L. Brulte
Assembly Member Rod Pacheco
County Supervisor John Tavaglione
County Supervisor Tom Mullen
County Supervisor Robert Buster

August 15, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Listed below are my concerns after reviewing the “Cal-Fed Final Programmatic
1. Cal-Fed has not done enough to study the environmental impact of this large-scale

conversion.

2. Cal-Fed offers no plan to replace this lost land.

3. Cal-Fed should conduct its habitat-restoration work on the existing government-
owned land.

4, Farmers would like to be partners in restoration activities and Cal-Fed should
work with farmers in a cooperative spirit.

S. Farmers should be encouraged to and enh luntary habitat-

conservation efforts.

6. Adeq reliable and affordable water is vital to farmers,

7. Cal-Fed must move aggressively to develop new water storage to provide

adequate yield in dry years.
RECEIVED
AUG 18 2000
Angust 15, 2000 CALFED Bay-Delta Program

Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delts

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EISEIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment on farms and ranches.
Agriculture is an important part of California’s environment. Cal-Fed plans to convert nearly a
quarter of a million acres of farmiand to habitat and other uses, It should study the environmental
impact of that land conversion. Cal-Fed must seek ways to avoid taking farmiand out of production.

I know many farmers who enhance the wildlife value of their farms, We are stewards of the land
and we want to be partners in environmental restoration. But we oppose requirements that teli us
what to grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed must work with us in & cooperative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordable water. Cal-
Fed must move aggressively to develop new water storage that provides adequate yield. Without
more storage, California won’t have enough water for the environment in dry years. That means
water will be taken away from farms, especially during droughts, Without water, farmiand loses its
value as habitat and as & vital food resource for California’s growing population.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed should
tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cai-Fed should not finalize its plan
until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely,

Ervrp Catiunce

Enzo Petrucci
Madera County Ferm Bureau Director

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis Madera County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Richard Monteith  Senator Jim Costa
Rep. George Radanovich  Assemblyman George House  Assemblyman Dean Florez
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CALFED Bay-Delta Program
August 15, 2000
M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Csal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
Cal-Fed must recognize California farmiand as s valuabl | . The Cal-Fed

plan would take nearly 250,000 cres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given mugh thought to
the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the loss
of farmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation, That way, the land can help
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.

But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water, Cal-Fed
must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won't have to be taken away from farms.

I think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final, Cal-Fed
should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its
plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely,
Dino A. Petrucci, President
Madera County Farm Bureau
cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis Madera County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer S:ate Sen., Richard Monteith ~ Senator Jim Costa
Rep. George Rad: ich bl George House  Assemblyman Dean Florez
repopulating these species. Cooperative arr with land s have worked
better.

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappointed that Cal-Fed and its agencies have turned a
deaf ear to the more than 1,000 representatives of agriculture who attended your 16
hearings last year. Of the 800 people who spoke, most were farmers and ranchers nnd
their families and neighbors. These people are s of the envi

land and water that produces food, wildlife and oxygen.

Sincerely,
7
/

Chris Philtips, Board of Directors
Mariposa County Farm Bureau

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinsten
Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer
Mariposa County Board of Supervisors
Senator Richard Monteith
Assemhlyman George House
u ive George Rad: ich

C—029719
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AUG 18 2000
Mariposa County Farm Bureau ey Progren
$131 Highway 140, P. O, Box 1297
Ca 25338

(209) 9%66-3848  Fax: (209) 966-7411

Lyle Tarpis, Prevident

August 17, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
T am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment on farms and

ranches in Mariposa County, I ask two things, and then shall comment on the document.
The requests are:

1. Extend the period fo look through the d: and providi on the
final RIS/EIR released July 21. Tlusw:mldngemeumetorevxewthemmypages
of the document in the time allowed.

2. Hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects on our County.
Many changes were made to the report, which the public needs to have the
opportunity to understand and discuss, even after we review the document there will
be a lot we won't understand. You need to tell us how the plan will affect us, its the
right thing to do.

Comments: I believe in trying to protect the environment, the Cal-Fed plan actually will
harm it instead. Taking thousands of acres of land out of production will change the face
of California agriculture dramatically. It will have a huge impact on the eavironment, not
to mention local economies. When the land in private ownership stops providing food, &
tax base and wildlife habitat, what happens to that land?

The farm environment where wildlife has gathered will be forever changed. Those crops
won't be grown. Many species now occupy the acres of farm land the Cal-Fed proposes
to take out of production. They are there because of the habitat provided by farmers and
ranchers. History shows that the government has not done a good job of protecting and

Mounts Vineyard
3545 W. Dry Crouk R
Healdsburg, CA_93448-9103
Phooe 4334102
Fax 4334102 RECF‘\"ED
R 2000
AUG ! August 15, 2000
CALFED Bay-uelta Program

M. Steve Ritchle, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

14186 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie:,

| fanm 140 acres in Sonoma County, consisting of 85 acres of winegrapes and the ji
to wildlife. | wish to make two requests and then will make some comments. The requests are:

1. To axtend the period to study the document and provide comments on the final EIS/EIR
refeased July 21. [ can not possibly review and understand over 6000 pages in under 30 days, as the
document was not available on the 21 st

2. Hold additional public hearings to adequately explain the many impacts this document will
have on the agricuitural community. Thers seem to be many changes made to this document, and |
feel that to thess to the d another round of hearings is needed so the
public can be allowed the oppor!unlty discuss this report, which will have profound impacts on the
farming community.

Comments: The govemment (State and Federal) already owns half of the land in California, yet most of
the wildlife exists on private lands. In our area Fish and Game buys land for species protection, but soon
finds that these plant and anima) species only flourish on privately held land that is grazed. Fanmers
have done & better job of maintaining habitat than our so cafled p of the DFG &
FWS). We take seriously our roles as stewards of the land and environment and would like to work
ively with the habitat, as we have done with Resource Conservation
Districts. | myseif have dedlcated forty acres to habitat for deer, turkeys, geese, ducks as well as many
smaller birds and mammais.
The taking of hundreds of of acres of out of production will have a huges impact on
farming communities up and down the great central valley. These impacts will be felt through out the
west, as many dairies depend on forage crops grown on the lands,
Finally, without i d storage C will not have adeq water to meet the needs of
agriculture, the environment and an ever increasing urban popufation. This new storage must yieid real
water that can be used to meet our future needs in low rainfall years.

Richard Mounts M

cc: Senator Dianne Feinsteln  Govemoar Gray Davis  Sonoma County Board of Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer Stale Senator Chesbro  Assembly Member Strom-Martin
ive Mike Thomp bly Pat Wiggins , Kerry Mazzoni
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RECEIVED
AUG 18 2000
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
August 15, 2000
M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delts Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Tam writing to ask you to extend the time to read and comment on the final environmental report
released July 21. I also believe Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan, so we who must
abide by it can understand how we fit into the plan.

Cal-Fed should conduct habitat-restoration work on existing government-owned land before it
begins acquiring more land.

The government already owns half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on
privately owned land. We have done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the government.
We take seriously our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners with the
government. Cal-Fed should ge land 10 eah I y habitat-conservation
efforts.

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to

ydate the i ing population and envi [ needs. Water conservation cannot make
the same strides it has made in the past. We will work to become more efficient, but drought will
take a serious toll on California’s environment and economy unless new storage with additional
yield comes on line soon.

Sincerely,
. {
Ot

Bonnie Van Alen
Madera County Farm Bureau Director

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemnor Gray Davis Madera County Supervisors
Senstor Barbara Boxer State Sen. Richard Mouteith ~ Senator Jim Costa
Rep. George Radanovichk  Assemblyman George House  Assemblyman Dean Florez

MITCHELL ITURKEY FARM
9651 Grant Line Road

Elkk Girove, CA OD5824 RECEIVED
AUG 2 1 2000
M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director CALFED Bay-Delta Program
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Tam a contract turkey grower in south Sacramento County. 1ask two things , and then shall comment on
the document. The roquest arc:

1. Extend the period 1o lock through the document and provide comments on the final EIS/EIR released
July 21, AsafarmerIcan't review the of pages in the in the time
allowed.

2. Hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects on us. Many changes were made to
the report, which the public needs to have aa opportunity to understand and discuss. 1 fear that even
after we review the document there will be a lot that we won’t understand. Even thought you may not
believe you are obligated to tell us how the plan will affect us, it’s the right thing to do.

Comments: I believe that in trying to peotect the eavironment, the Cal-Fed plan actually will harm it

instead. Taking thousands of acres of land out of production will change the face of California agriculture
dramaticaily. It will have 2 huge impact on the not to mention local economics. When the
land in private ownership stops providing food, & tax base and wildlife habitat, what happens to the land?

The farm eavironment where wildlife has gathered will be forever changed. Those cops won't be grown.
Many species now occupy the scres of farmland Cal-Fed proposes 1o take out of production. They are
there because of the habitat provided by farmers and ranchers. History shows that the government has not
done 8 good job of ing and these species. Ci i with

have worked better,

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. I am disappointed that Cal-Fed and its agencies have turned & deaf ear to the
more than 1,000 representatives of agricuiture who attended your 16 hearings last year, Of the 800 people
who spoke, most were farmers and ranchers and their families and neighbors. These people are stewards
of the environment, managing land and water that produces food, wildlife and oxygen.

Sincerely,
KEN W. MITCHELL
cc. Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis

Senator Barbar Boxer State Sen Patrick Johnson
Rep. Doug Ose Assembly Member Anthony Pescetti

RECEWVED
AR 1R 93
1% August 2000 gy o, 0 e irogrem

Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CALFED Bay Deita Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE CALFED FRAMEVWORK FOR ACTION

Dear Mr, Ritchie:

This letter is being written to you in regard to the CALFED
Framework for Action.

Hg family has been farming in the area of California since the
1840's,

In our world there is X amount of water and X amount of open
land with an ever increasing population.

California farmland is a valuable environmental resource.
There needs to be a little something for all involved,

When I went to school, FOOD, WATER AND SHELTER were the necessities
of survival.

I think CALFED should hold more public hearings to explain the
plans before they becpme final.

All citizens should-be the opportunity to review and comment
upon the details,

Sin Ly -

.
8720 Cypress Rd. Linda Geis
Dos Palos, CA 93620

(209) 392-3431
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08/17/00 A 2 3 200
gy Sardug
Ms SccveRischie, Acting Executive Direccos oann
Gal-Fed Bay Dela

1416 Ninth Sc, Suite [155
Secramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programanatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr Ritchie

I farm 2500 acres of Row crops in the central San Joaquin Valley. I would Like to make two
requests as well as comment oa the program

1. Hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects of thae actions oa
us. Many were made to the report, which the public needs 1o have 2n opportunity to
undesstand and discuse. 1 fear that even after we review the documen: there will be a lot that
we won't understand. Even though pou may not believe you ase obligated 0o tell us how the
plan will effect us, it's the ik thing to do.

2. Extend the pericd to lock the document and provide comments on the final
EIS/EIR relessed July 21, As 2 facmer Ican'sdequately review the thousands of pages in
the document ia the time allowed,

Comments: 1 believe that in txyirg to protect the eavioonment, the Caj-Fed plan
actually will barm it instead. Taking thowands of acre’s of land out of production will
change the face of Californis agriculture. It will have a luge impact on the enviconment,
not to mention local economies. When the land in private ownership stops peovding
food, a tax base and wildlife balitat, what bappens to that land?

The farm environment where wildlife has gathemd will be focever changed. Thase
crope woa't be grown. Many specs now occupy the acee’s of facmland Cal-Fed
proposes to take out of production. They are there bocause of habitat provided by
farmers and ranchen .

In dlosing 1 hope Cal-Fed will us good judgment and respoad to the concems put forth .
Thank you for your time

Lo

Pedersen Faems.

15478 Houston Ave

C-029721
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5968 16th Avenue CALIFORNIA
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AUG 23 2000
CALFED
August 15, 2000 Bay-Deita Program
Mr, Steve Ritchie
Cal-Fed Bay- Delta
1416 Ninth St. Suits 1155
Sscramento, Ca 95814
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
[ am = third generation dairyman and farmer in Kings County and am concerned about the Cal
Fod repoct that came ot last moath . It is my understanding that this plan is being finalized and
[ do not fuily understand what will be happening. [ would strongly encourage that it is fn
everyones best interest that the people affected know exactly how this document will be
implemented. Please hold public hearings in many locations so that details can be expiained and
in turn understood.
Sincerely, *
Wlhn 170/
Mike Macicl
A W7 B RECEIVED
AUG 18 2000
P Poxs /437
. CALFED Bay-Delta Program
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Py Harsen Ranch James B. Hansen
Jess V. Hansen
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August 15, 2000 AU ) 3"2/ED
000
M. Steve Ritchie, Executive Director Bay‘Dﬂllanw

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr, Ritchie:

This letter is in regards to the Final Programmatic EIS / EIR for the Cal-Fed Program.

Please extend the time periad to review the report recently released on July 21 ™ also
hold public hearings on the plan. With such an important issue, more public review and
input should be considered.

We also believe the answer to California’s water problems can be solved by additional
storage, and that Cal Fed needs to work more quickly to develop additional surface
storage. California has plenty of water, it just needs to have adequate storage and stop
letting the Environmentalists block every project.

We also believe that landowners want to protect wildlife, and will do a great job of it if
provided with incentives, instead of disincentives. The answer is not for the State to
acquire more land, but to develop voluntary programs and incentives for private
landowners.

Thank you in ad ion of this leuter.

for your

Sing

ely,

Jim, Jess, Phil, Mark, Nis, and Erik Hansen

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Jim Costa
Rep. Cal Dooley Assemblyman Dean Florez

Post Office Box 338 - Corcoran, Califormia 93212 - Ph, (559) 992-3111 - FAX (559) 9922107
Location: Corcorn Aport - 7124 W. Whidey Avenue

AUBURN VALLEY CATTLE COMPANY RECEIVED

Michael B. Watson

11400 Cramer Road AUG 18 2000

Auburn, Ca, 95602

530-823-2626 CALFED Bay-DeliaProgram

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director August 15, 2000
CALFED Bay/Deita Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, Ca 95814
Dear Mr. Ritchie,

T am a Placer County rancher. My family, my friends and my partners in the agricultural community are
concemed about the future of our land and particularly our water resources. I am specifically interested in your
Cal/Fed EIS/EIR released July 21. It is much too complex to understand and I would like to request that you
consider holding hearings to explain the impact the Cal/Fed program will have on us. Who actually knows what
the impact will be? We would like to speak to the people who feel that "unavoidable farmland losses" as part of
the Cal/Fed program are an adequate replacement for food on the table.

Would it also be possible to explain why, due to the Cal/Fed program, we should "double up” on wildlife
and natural plant habitat at the expense of providing an independent source of feeding our public? I am pro-
wildlife, belong to & wildlife rescue group and actively participate in saving, protecting and promoting wildlife in
our area. With the generous amount of land the government owns in California, it would seem that taking
additional valuable farmland for the sole purpose of wildlife habitat could be considered a typical government
snafu.

Mr. Ritchie, all we are asking is that if the document is as we understand it now, please listen to the
th ds in the agricultural ity and try to do the following:

1) lengthen the period for viewing and commeanting on the final CalFed EIS/EIR released July21.

2) hold public hearings to explain the program

3) don't rush into a plan that has such a buge impact on the future of agriculture in California

e nld

Michael B, Watson

cc: Gary Sack
Govemor Davis
John Doolittle
Diane Feinstein
Tim Leslie
Barbara Boxer
Rico Oller

C-029722
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August 18, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1418 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a farmer in Yolo and Solano County, | am concemned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR
released July 21. | respectfully request you give us more time to review and comment
on your document. it is much too large to digest and much too complex to understand
as well as it comes right when we are busy harvesting our crops. | also request you
hold hearings to explain what the Cal-Fed program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, | have been concemed about the loss of farmland, loss of
water for agricuiture and the lack of progress on increasing water storage. As
California’s population continues to grow and the environment continues to require
more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants for food and fiber. Those plants give off oxygen
and help clean the air. Farming also provides wildlife habitat while praducing food. |
continue to pay taxes on that land, survive on the income as well as provide jobs for my
employees. This farmland has been in my family for generations. 1t is sustainable. |
am not destroying the environment. 1am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the
habitat it provides for numerous animals and plants? Right now the government owns
about half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land.
Why do you think that is? | believe | have an answer. The animals like what we are
doing. Our land and water is well managed and cared for, When the government

4317 Margarec Lane Winters, Califoraia 95694 ¢ 530.795.2693 ¢ Fax 530.795. 3970 » www.lesterfarms.com

RECEIVED

AUG 2 1 2000

Julian, CA
Aug 16, 2000

Mr Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Room 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Cal-Fed EIS-EIR Barnes to Ritchie page 1 of 2

Dear Sir:

I have been studying California's water problems since I was
in College in the 50's. Long enough to know that there are no easy
or simple solutions. I have not been able to review the entire
Cal-Fed EIS-EIR in the short time allowed for comments and I urge
you to extend the comment period. However, because of the short
comment period I inclose the following remarks based on my review
to date.

First it is obvious that the present statewide water system is
inadequate for existing uses except in a few local areas.

Second, there is going to be a reduction in Colorado River
water available to Calif., and many underground basins are being
overdrafted.

Therefore the present system is not sustainable even before
more water is allocated to fish, wetlands and other environmental
uses.

Finally the urban and suburban areas are growing at rapid
rates and will surely need more water.

Because agriculture uses a high percentage of the total water
used beneficially in the State politically the easiest answer to
the dilemma is to propose a reduction in irrigated areas.

My wife's and my families have been involved in Calif,
agriculture for over a century. We are one of the few people in
Calif. Agriculture that operate largely on non-irrigated land and
I can tell you that we can continue only because of the irrigated
areas we have.

It looks to me like, considering the increasing demand for
watex by wildlife (in the broadest sense) and cities and urban
areas that the current proposed reduction in irrigated areas is
only the first minor step in the long term reduction in irrigated
agriculture implied by the EIS-EIR. Some of this reduction is
inevitable. Howaver, I believe that the implied continuing
reductions, and the social, economic and environmental effects
thereof are inadequately discussed in the EIS-EIR. These

RECEIVED
Quairy Drigp FRums & Nuts AUG 2 1 2000
*w CALFED Bay-Dalta Program

CALFED Bay-Dolta Program

C—029723

decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species often goes elsewhere
because the govemment fails to manage the land properly for habitat.

Cal-fed has had almost a year to develop the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR and release it to the
public. Yet Cal-Fed has given gne month tc respond to these plans and right in the
middle of harvest! Is this by design? These issues are just too important and the
ramifications too serious for us to rush through this process.

Again, | request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearing before
you implement the plan, | would suggest a 2-3 month delay. Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,
ST&%E‘
Stan Lester
cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator K. Maurice Johannessen
Rep. Doug Ose Assembly Member Richard Dickerson

Yolo County Board of Supervisors Assembly Member Helen Thomson

Barnes to Richie page 2 of 2

environmental, economic and social effects and tradeoffs of drying
up 150,000(or however many) acres are significant, and should be
clearly stated. Especially the tradeoffs for increased urban-
suburban use.

I alsc believe that additional off-stream storage should be
developed as soon as possible, with locations urgently needed both
north and south of the Delta. The effects of delaying these
projects is inadequately di d in the EIS-EIR.

Clearly the Delta can be improved greatly with less total
water use by a partially or fully isclated structure. It looks to
me that the present proposals do not adequately model the salt
water intrusion that historically occcurrxed annually during times
of low water flow. This i ion is ded to evaluate the
adeguacy of the current proposal, and instream flow needs.

Underground storage of water in some already lowered basins
may be practical, but only if the basins stop overdrafting. Either
long term water supplies to replace that used by basins that
significantly and regularly overdraft must Dbe proposed or
reduction in their water yield reflected in the EIS~EIR.

The few basins that are currently in near balance with the
recharge rate should not be drained to postpone difficult dacisions
or to obfuscate the magnitude of the surface water shortfall.

South of Stockton (and perhaps further north) gray water use
and water recycling must be instituted. Problems needing further
information in the EIS-EIR are how to overcome the public's
concern, and more importantly what to do with the accumulating
salts. Increased ag water use efficiency also accelerates the
accumulation of salts. The EIS-EIR does not adequately discuss
water reuse and the disposal of solutes.

In summary I believe that the EIS-EIR fails to provide a
comprehensive evaluation of the effects of the various Cal-Fed Bay
Delta proposed actions, especially as they relate to agriculture.

These comments are based on only a cursory review. X
mentioned at the beginning that the comment time period is too
short to do a good job, and I urge you to extend it.

I would be happy to discuss these issues with you oxr your
staff at any time.

7
Sincerely /

Frankli: Woody" Barnes Jr.
Manzanifa Ranch, P.O. Box 1570, Julian, CA 92036 (760) 765 0516

C-029723
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Roestie . Cartwright N
396 Ord Ferry R4 Steve Prentice
Chico, CA 95528 9366 River Rond
Angeat 21, 2000 Chico, CA 95928
Mz, Sieve Ritcitie, Acting Exacutive Directer (530) 345-1566
Cai-Mod Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth ¢, Saite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814 Mr. Stevs Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fad Bay-Delta Program
Dear Mr. Ritchie: 1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
W ape sizsond fmers inthe Choo-Dayton ares and we v soume very secous oomoecss about e fiaal Sacramento, CA 95814
Sers i & ive allowed. . .
1. Thers is scttime for the %0 review the hmnﬂ"’sm Re' Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Plesse exiend ihe iy and provid e Tt

! CALFED plan ace.
p-wcmwmwumuaunmhmgm
? mmmmuumwwumwmm-ma
CALFED policiet.
Buite Co. asd other aressin the state 3a you did eaxtier 10
mm%mmwhnwnumyw,,uuummmuu
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will dacreass. Welfaca rolls will incresse a6 well a8 o
anwmmmuummwuun recuines of
tosd

mwm-«tudﬁqm—uwu Bafoce sew
mbmp-&uﬂmwuummm

farmars mmm.mmmwm
w&mmun&mu‘wwmﬂbm

5. AM of the impacts of conjunctive nse £ 3008 areas mast be contidercd, weighed sad
axpisined fully at pablic beariegs.

tias
CALFED must not fuatise its plus watl mnukmmlwmuuumu
sdequate tima t0 review and commont with wsderstandivg.

e

Dr. Mr. Ritchic,

I farm 236 acres of almwonds, walnuts and vi

d in the S o Valley

¥ would Tika to request that you extend tha perind of tima to review and comment an the
Snal EIS/EIR releacad July 21 As I write this, our harvest has already bagun, thece is no
wiy I have the time to review & ducument of this size and scups in that amount of time

1 would also fike to request that you hold public heasings sxplaining what you will do and
how it will affect us. Many changes wece made to the report, the public needs to bave an
opportunity to understand and discuss. You do have an obligation and responsibility 1o

tell us how the plan will affect us.

1 believe the Cal-ed plan works under a false assumption that any changes maun makes to
the envirunment are burmful Carful wosmination of the real facts shows that this isn't
the case  History will show thust the best sulutions to ing and luting wikdlife
oome theough sooperative agr with land, s, nat through government
intervention.

Taking thousands of acres out of production will have a buge impact vn local economies,
through the loss of tax base, wildife habitat and food production.

Please listen to the voioe of agriculture that bas tried 10 tell their view of potential

impacts They are poople whose livelihood depends on the environmert and they don't
take environmental concerns lightly, there needs 1v be & ressonable approach,

" B

Stove Preatice, Walter Sprugue Orchuzde

vug 21 0 C4:22p Rosalie Cartwright 5303423364 p.1
. Shasta County Farm Bureau
I‘ 3605 Bechell Lane = Redding. CA96002 « {530] 223-2358 « E-mail nfo@shastafarmbureau com
— R
August 10, 2000 ECE'VED
Alg
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director 22 2mm
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program CALFED By Dot progra
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
g;émfm st Sacramento, CA 95814
Chico, CA 95928 Re; Finat Programmatic EIS/EIR
Augpst 21 2000
’ Dear Mr. Ritchie:
Steve Ritchiz, Acting Executive Director
Mr. Delta Program As one of over 1600 members of Shasta County Farm Bureau, I feel I must comment on your recently
CALFED Bay Dek 1198 released EIS/EIR regarding the Cal-Fed proposal. I am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and
1416 Ninth St. Suite comment on the lengthy final environmental report released July 21, I also believe Cal-Fed should hold
Sacramento, CA 95814 public hearings on the plan, so we who must abide by it can understand how we fit into the plan.
Desr Mr., Ritchie: Cal-Fed should help conduct habitat-restoration wo:k on existing government-owned land before it begins
' . bheld to acquiring more land. The government already owns half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the
ine from & retired Earm Samily 1 fect public bearings need t0 be wildlife exists on privately owned land. We, as farmers, have done a better job of maintaining habitat than
!:')nlasin final Cal-Fed environmental report. has the government. We take seriously our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners

Thereputiuompﬁmed,dwwhlicneednnswﬂsumhuwm\dowrm

will be affected regarding loss of land and water.
Sincorely,
r—/

C—029724

with the government. Cal-Fed should encourage landowners to enhance voluntary habitat-conservation
efforts than set aside their own conservation methods, rather than taking matters into their own hands.

Efforts need to be more focused towards developing surface water storage with adequate yield to
accommodate the increasing population and environmental needs of California. We are always working to
become more efficient, but drought will take a serious toll on California’s environment and economy
unless new storage with additional yield comes on line soon.

Please take into consideration these points that I have addressed when making a decision that will
ultimately affect not only California, but the nation as a whole. Take the time to address these issues
before you drastically change our environment,

Sincerely,

L@@d@»@w\

Carol Buckman
Shasta County Farm Bureau Director

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Rep. Wally Herger

Governor Gray Davis County Supervisor Hawes
State Sen. Maurice Johannesen County Supervisor Wilson
Assembly Member Dick Dickerson County Supervisor Clarke
County Supervisor Kehoe County Supervisor Fust

C-029724



Tri-Counties Young Farmers and Ranchers

Danny Walker REC
Name, j&m/% . P\qc,‘\\‘ 440 West K Street EI\IED
Brawley, CA 92227 AUS 2.2 209
’ RECEIvEr caurep
August 17, 2000 Bey-Datta Progray
o, Ch s - AUG 22 2m
U CALFED Bay.Dolts Srogy Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
RE: CAL-FED Final EISEEIR > . C:{-Fed Bt;ys De;ta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
August 17, 2000 Sacramento, CA 95814
Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CALFED Bay Detta Program Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
1416 Ninth St Suits 1155
Sacramento, Ca. 95814 Dear Mr. Ritchie:
Dear M. Riche: 1 am concerned about Cal-Fed’s plan to idle 250,000 acres of farmland for
As amember of the TH-Counties Young Farmers and Ranchers, | feel it is necessary to respond to your recent habitat development and “other uses”. Cal-Fed’s plan ignores the fact that
release of the Cak-Fed final EIS/EIR report. { am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the envi cultivated farmland provides wildlife habitat and that “other uses” very often
and vitality on farms and ranches not only throughout the state, but also those located within Shasta, Tehama, and damage it.
Lassen counties. . .
Cal-Fed must recognize California as a valuable environmental resource. Your proposed plan will take Here in the Imperial Valley we enjoy a very diverse population of birds

out nearly 250,000 acres of production agriculture. There has not been enough thought put into the long-term effects of

s drastc land conversian. whose habitat is the cultivated farmland and associated waterways. There is

In addition, there needs o be an emphasis on surface water storage and point of origin labeling. Water stored only one other location in the United States that has a larger, more diverse
neads to be readly avallable to the farmers and ranchers within the area that it originates in imes of need. Raising the population of birds. This provides an example of the value of farmland in
Shasta Dam is not going to alleviate the problem of accassible water in the central and southem valley, instead more creating wildlife habitat.
high flows from wet wintsrs nead to be contained and stored in above ground reservoirs to insure that there is enough
water in drought conditions. ~ i i -Fed’s i H

1 think that Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to expiain its plans before they become final. Itis your lex;pn:n;l Vlal]ey farmland w111dnott,obe uﬂ!:epactcde:y C;lmF?dl.s lm;:;f;;
responsibilty to tell us how its plan has changed and how twil effect the people before making a final decision that plans, but I am very concerned about the precedent that idling
cauld be imeversitle and ietrievabe. would set.

Sincerely, _ Idling 250,000 acres of farmland should free up at least 1 million acre feet of
// / / A water. How much of this water will be used for new urban development that

iR ;ﬁ = g g p— will most certainly damage wildlife habitat?

Additional Comments: Cal-Fed should do further research into the value of farmland for wildlife
habitat. No plan should be finalized until this has been done and the public
has had ample opportunity to review and comment.

% Senalor Dianne Feinsian Govemor Gray Davie Sials Assembly Sam Aanestad Danny Watker
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Maurice Johannessen State Assembly Dick Dickerson
« Rep. Wally Herger Stats Senator Tim Leslie
b RECEIvV=D
RECEIVED
AUG 2 1 2000
AUG 2 2 2000 August 17, 2000
Matthew D. Maring CALFED Bay-Dalta Program
400 Roxanne Drive GALFED Bay-Deita Program Mz Secve Ritchie, Acting Executive Dizector
tterso CALFED Bay/delts Program
Pa n, CA 95363 1416 Ninth Strce, Suit 1155
Saccamento, Ca 95841
August 9, 2000 Deaz MR. Ritchie:
Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director I am a Placer County maachez My family has been ranching on this land for four generstions. We ace
e’ .
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program concerned sbout its future. 1 ask that you
9 " ‘
;ﬂ:ﬁ;s&\s;:;lys 1. ~Lengthen the comment period on your final CALFED EIS/EIR released July 21, T work more than
d 60 hours 2 week sod there is not enough time to sdequately review the plan.

Re: Finat Programmatic EIS/EIR 2 Plesse hold public heasings 10 explain this plan to us. The 6,500 page report is complicated and
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Mz'Rit(hie.ln C d sbout this 23 I und d it s0 fac T have lots of wildlife and
Cal-Fed must recognize California farmiand as a valuable envi | . The Cal-Fed habitst 0o my operstion. I know that other farmers do w0 If CALPED acquires scveral hundred
plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to """”"’d"‘:‘“,"‘ ;:“: ol m‘: m": ud;m“;:n:’“’ﬁ 1 do not believe that CALFED
the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the sdequately studied "
loss of farmland.  do not believe CALFED tried hard coough to minimire facmland loss.
Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help Sincerely,
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.
But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed Daasy wi
must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment i dry years, so water won’t have to be taken away from farms. ﬁ ﬁ //
1 think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal- Cc: Governor Davis  Disane Feinstein Batbacs Boxer

Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not
finalize its plan until citizens have adequatc opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely,

TNt ﬂ/ﬂj

Matthew D. Maring

ccl Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis

Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Dick Monteith ~ Rep. Gary Condit
Assembly Member Dennis Cardoza

Stanislaus County Supervisors

€c—029725 -
C-029725
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CALARCO, INC. CALFED Bay Dl rogr

PO. Box 727 » 2550 Sth Avenue « Corcoaran, California 932120727 « Phone (559) 992-3127 + Fax: (559) 992-5714

‘Warren Hutchings
Calarco, Inc.
P.O.Box 727
Corcoran, CA 93212

August 15, 200C

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director

Cal-Fed Bay- Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie,

Cal-Fed must recognize the value of Califomnia farmland and its importance as an environmental
resource. The Cal-Fed will take about 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough
thought to the Environmental-Economic impact of this size of land conversion. The plan must seek ways
to reduce the loss of farmland.

Cal-Fed should work with the farmers on a voluntary basis. Some habitat is more suitable for wildlife!

Farmers in California must have reliable affordable water. New storage’s must be considered.

Public hearings are a must to explain how the plan is to work. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan until
citizens adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely,

‘Warren Hutchings
General Manager

CC: Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Govemnor Gray Davis
Cogressman Cal Dooley

Excellence in AgriService

RECE) VED
AU 2 3 2000
B‘Y-Dena Pfogram

Robinson Farms
10835 Furlong Drive
Hanford, Ca. 93230

Aug. 14,2000

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, Calif. 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie:
1 am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and comment on the final Cal-Fed
EIS/EIR released July 21. The time aflotted under the current schedule is too short for

thorough review by all parties,
I've followed the Cal-Fed process and make the following comments to you
ing the final envi | report;

1. California farmland is a valuable environmental resource. Efforts should be
made to improve improve wnldhfe habmn and the Bay Delta ecosystem
without removing from prod dreds of th ds of acres of farmland.

2. Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That
way, the land can help feed our growing population and provide habitat at the
same time.

3. Inorder to provide habitat and feed people, farmers need a reliable and
affordable water supply. We’re fooling ourselves to believe a system designed
in the 50’s and built in the 60°s can provide this. New storage will help
guarantee water for farms and the environment in dry years.

4, 1 am disappointed that Cal-Fed and its agencies have largely ignored the
concerns of agriculture. Our industry is 2 big part of the skeleton of California
business activity. We continue to supply a cheap source of food and fiber to
the world. However the longterm health of our industry appears to be in
jeopardy, unless changes are made to the Cal-Fed framework.

Cc: Senator Diane Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer

Congressmen Cal Dooley
State Senator Jim Costa
State Assembly Member Dean Flores

RECEIVED

Jeff Merwin AUG 18 200p
39108 Z Line Road CALFED Bay-Dalta pro
Clarksburg, CA 95612 e Program

August 11, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a Yolo County farmer | am concerned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR rel d July 21, | respectfully
request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much too large to digest

and much too complex to understand. | also request you hold hearings to explain what the Cal-Fed
pregram will mean to us.

Through this entire process, | have been concemed about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the
lack of progress on storage. As Califernia‘s population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air. Farming
provides wildlife habitat while producing food. | continue to pay taxes on that land and survive on the
income. This farmland has been in my family for g i itis inable. | am not ying the
environment; { am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it provides
for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about haif the land in California,
yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

| have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and cared
for. When the government decides to buy land because of & particular species, that species often goes
elsewhere because the government fails to manage the land properly.

Again, | request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement
the plan.

Sincerely,

Jeff Merwin

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis

Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator K. Maurice Johannessen
Rep. Doug Ose Assembiy Member Richard Dickerson
Yolo County Board of Supervisrs Assembly Member Helen Thomson
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SACRAMENTO COUNTY FARM BUREAU

8970 Eik Grove Boulevard - Elk Grove, California 95624-1946
(916) 685-6958 - Fax (916) 685-7125

RECEIVED
August 16, 2000
AUG 18 2000
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Director
CAL-FED Bay/Delts Program GALFED Bay-Dalta Program
1416 Ninth Strest, Suit 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Even though it would affect water supplies for all Californians, the environment and land use
throughout much of Califomnia, Cal-Fed secks to finalize the Bay-Delta Plan without more public
hearings. While not required to do so, Mr. Ritchie, more time should be allowed for public
meetings and written comment. It is the right thing to do.

The Cal-Fed plan would remove from production nearly a quarter of 2 million acres of California
farmland. The Cal-Fed plan calls this “unavoidable.” But it can and should be avoided, and Cal-
Fed should look for ways to reduce farmland losses. Farmland losses mean lost jobs, less taxes and
ive i on local i

2al P

fared

Agriculture is the number one industry in California and fs is an imp natural
that feeds people and provides wildlife habitat,

Farmers can run productive, wildlife-friendly farms only if they have reliable and affordable water.
Cal-Fed should look to the firture of all Californians and develop more water storage , with adequate
yield for people, food production and wildlife. Additional stored water will help sustain people and
the environment in dry years. We need more water storage. It’s as simple as that. Otherwise, Cal-
Fed will simply take the water away from farms, making the effect of droughts even more severe
with less food and fiber production. Cal-Fed should work under its original premise to create a
Bay-Delita water solution that is a “win-win” for everybody. Unfortunately Cal-Fed has turned its”
back on the agricultural segment of the equation.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. We need to
know and understand the exact affects on agricultural land both for now and the future. Citizens
should have adequate opportunity to review and understand the plan and to offer comments.

Sincerely,
Denis R. Lewis
President
Cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Congressman Doug Ose
Senator Barbara Boxer Assemblyman Anthony Pescetti
Congressman Richard Pombo County Supervisor Don Nottoli
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El Dorado County Farm Bureau AUG 18 2000
4 2450 Headington Road » Placerville, CA 85667 + (530) 622-7773 CALFED Bay-Detta P

August 18, 2000

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
14186 Ninth Street, Suits 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Attention: Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Subject: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie,

Wae hereby request a 180 day extension to the public review and comment period
for the subject document. Although the €IS was officially released on July 21, 2000,
many people are just now receiving their copies. We were alarmed to read that written
comments were due in 30 days and that public hearings are not contemplated.

As you are no doubt aware, the federal govemment has inundated the public with
significant plan documents requiring review and comment during the same period, The
U.S.F.S. Roadless Initiative comment period ended on July 17. The U.S.F.&W.S. Draft
Recovery Plan for the Red Legged Frog review period ends on August 10. The U.S.F.S.
Sierra daf rk are due on August 11. And your 6,500 page Cal-
Fed document requires input by August 21. All of these proposals individually are
formidable to wade through in a comprehensive way, and all of these programs have
potentia! major impact to this county.

The Ei Dorado County Farm Bureau represents over 1,500 members. The Cal-
Fed plan will have a significant impact on watershed management. El Dorado County
boasts several major watersheds, water projects, and public utiities that will be
impacted. In addition, we have agricultural, private, and public lands that may be
i d by 1t guidefi ined in the EIS. We believe that if we are to
be i d by new req we should also be part of the procass of developing
them. As & minimum, we should at least be advised of what the changes are and how
they wilt affect us. tn order to be part of the callaborative process we need more time to
adequately review this plan and to provide substantive comments to Cal-Fed for
consideration.

e and social visbilily of E} Dorado Counly
agriculture and farmers
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August 16, 2000
Page 2

Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

When the Cal-Fed organization was formed it was intended to provide a unique
entity which allowed open collaboration on water issues affecting all stakeholders. Our
local Farm Bureau has participated in hearings and in providing comments whenever
opportunity existed to do so. However, expecting the members of the public to receive,
review, and respond to a 8,500 page document in 30 days without any prior hearings,
workshops, or briefings is unconscionable. This action tells the public that Cal-Fed no
longer wants a coltaborative approach to scive the problems we must all live with in the
future management of California's water issues. If this is not the message Cal-Fed
intended to send the public, then that must be rectified immediately.

Since all of these issues may have a significant socioeconomic impact to the
citizens of this county, it is incumbent on us to request not only an extension to the
comment period but for public hearings which allow for open discussions of this plan, We
Jook forward to receiving notice as to the revised review period and when public hearings
will be scheduled in or near El Dorado County to address concams about the EIS.

Sincerely,

Valerie Zentner
Executive Director

vz/hs

Copy: Governor Gray Davis, State of California
Senator Tim Laslie, California State Senate
Assemblyman Rico Oller, Califomnia State Assembly
Congressman John Doolittle, U.S. House of Represantatives
Senator Dianne Feinstein, U. S. Senate
Senator Barbara Boxer, U.S. Senate
Secretary Willlam J. Lyons, California Dept. of Food and Agriculture
Secretary Dan Glickman, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
Supervisor Ray Nutting, El Dorado County Board of Supervisors
California Farm Bureau Federation, Mary-Ann Warmerdam
Commissioner Tom Mahach, Et Dorado County Planning Commission
Bill Snodgrass, Agricultural Commissioner
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CALFED Bay-Delta Program
o CHRISTOPHER LEE
ATTORNEY AT LAW
e e | August 16, 2000
WALNUT GROVE
13760 Hwy. 160
.0, Box 673 Steve Ritchie
WALNUT GROVE, CA Acting Executive Director
" -0;_{»9:1 ~ CALFED Bay-Delta Program
beTreR 73t 1416 Ninth Street #1155
91607760 1732 Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: CALFED Final EIR report

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 write this letter as an orchard farmer located in Walnut Grove, California. I have

ded CALFED ings over the past few years, and feel continued

frustration with the attitude “the bureaucrat/the bureaucracy knows better” that I received
in these numerous public meetings.

In a recent issue of the Farm Bureau weekly newspaper Ag Alert, | see that again
CALFED is taking the same posture in its final EIR plan in the form of eliminating
almost 250,000 acres of active farm ground.

Mr. Ritchie, it has long since passed time where the government can make
unilateral decisions to take farmland out of production, especially here in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. Here in Walnut Grove, because of farm reverses already
in process through the Tri-Valley bankruptcy, etc., we are in danger of losing one to three
businesses in our small town, Already we have seen consolidation and limitation of
prices charged to the producers for goods and services necessary to our farming business.

My ranch ships products not only for domestic use here in the United States, but
also exports all over the world crops such as cherries and pears of all kinds. Removing
this much farmland from production will only exacerbate an already fragile economic
process, It is time to enter the long-range planning similar to that engaged in by Governor
Pat Brown with the creation of the California Water System. That process not only
involved transportation facilities, but most importantly created additional reservoirs to
make extra water available for the entire state. In 1974, then Assemblywoman Pauline
Davis explained to me that although the state had a substantial number of water contracts,
that the state fiad over-alfocated then avaifabic rescrvoir supplics. [n foflowing this mater
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since the carly *70s, it is abundantly apparent that although the sta.n?’s water nee.ds have
grown tremendously, there has been no update in allocation for additional reservoirs. You
and I both know that this situation will only lead to a disaster not only for the farmers but
for the general population as well.

I strongly urge you to take command, so to speak, of this process and revise the
thinking in Sacramento which assumes that such a large amount of farmfand can be taken
out of production with relatively small economic cost. Such thinking defies reality and
although may solve some problems for a five-year period, will create huge problems in
the long run. I do not believe Governor Davis would approve such a plan if he were to be
apprised of the true economic consequences.

1 sincerely urge you to revise that section of the EIR which seeks to remove this
acreage from production ard instead focus directly and immediately on the creation of
additional water storage.

Thank you in advance for your courtesy and consideration.

Attorney at Law

cc:  Sacramento Bee
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FROM PHOME NO. : 916 345 1566 PO2

Lils Prentioe
9380 River Road
Chico, CA 95528

August 20, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Fxecutive Directer

Cal-Fod Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St, Suite 1155

Ssoramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programinatic EIS/BTR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 and my family farm several hundred acres of Alimonds and Wnluuuinuum&:o}tqtynnd
Sfoal we Will be affacted by the Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program. ‘The document pectaining to
thiy prugsasa is cassive and not ono that osn be studied in one month. [ reqest:

1 ﬂmyoummdlhceomm!paiodﬂnrccmmcmthnnwuldbemuﬁmdlnn
more thorough and concise mannef.

2. That you hold morc publio mostings in this area to explain what is baing planned and
how it will affect us.

Thace are mumy comments mado about laod being taken out of production, yet no one has

be-ubhtonyhinlouswhtc:wlsmtw!mdiuihmod. We are vety

abourt the envirvmununt and foel that cur conicorns should be hoard.

1 foel that il is very important to start planning for more surface water storage i wee e o
econtinwe to saa the population of Californix wxplude,

Sinceccly,

Lt R

Lils Prentice
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FROM PHONE NO. : 916 345 1566

Frark Prentice
8580 River Road
Chico, CA 98628

Auguet 20, 2000

Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Exocutive Director
Cab-Fad Bay-Delta Progrsn

1416 Ninth S, Suite 1156
Sacramento, CA 96544

Rs: Final Progeammatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Kitchis:

1 a1 an Almond aind Walnut Farmser n the Chico area of Butte County snd | am sisrmed
mb Cal-Fod progrum is baing rushed through &t such a rapid pace. What's the big
This program wikl have such & far-reaching and long ineting affect that | fee) the tapaying
agrioutiural community decerves more time and mors opportunity te respond. After all, K
bmmuyymnnopmdlngmmbauruvdmmun-uko. Thoseof us In
agricuiturs have not had tite to conslder all the implications of your program. | ask you to
consldar the following:

1. Delay the enactanent untll al concerned underetand exactly what Cal-ed intands to do.
Ramanbor, we have £o work our facme t0 ks 2 living and dor't sways have time to

atband svery maeting you hold, whish, by the way, are not aways at a corvenlent time or
location.

2 Letusknowin wmmwmwwmwm Cal-Fead program will
be in rogarde to water tranelers and land prooured.

e

Frank Prentice

Chanoed, and how U wnll afket people. Colb-Tod, shouid ot
%}?naﬂx do pan wdl eitizens hace Q&I%ua:k arpc'd'tum;[ga_
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Ed Beoshanz
25635 County Road 96
Davis, CA 95616 RECE’VED
AU 2 1 2009

August 11, 2000 CALFeED
B'N’dhp,%

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Exacutive Director
Cal-Fad Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suits 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a Yolo County farmer | am conceined with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR rell d July 21. | respectfull
request you give us more time to review and comment on your document, It is much too large to digest
and much too complex to understand. 1 also request you hold hearings to explain what the Cai-Fed
program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, | have besn concemed about the loss of farmiand, loss of water and the
lack of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from

farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air. Farming
provides wildlife habitat while praducing focd. | continue to pay taxes on that land and survive on the
income. This farmland has been in my family for generations. It is sustainable. 1 am not destroying the

environment; | am helping to preserve it

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmiand in California and lose the habitat it provides
for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the govemment owns about half the land in California,
yet 75 percent of the wildiife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

{ have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and cared
for, Whan the govemment decides to buy land bacause of a particular species, that species often goes
elsewhere because the government fails to manage the land properly.

Again, | request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement

the plan.
Sincerely,

IS4 130 aa n_,\,r //._/U', y_‘,“. PN e r\-/__‘, et Fev

A

Ed Beoshanz

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis

Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator K. Maurice Johannessen
Rep. Doug Oss Assembly Member Richard Dickerson

.¥- Yolo County Board of Supervisrs Assembly Member Helen Thomson
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August 18, 2000
Mr. Steve Ritchie
Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, California 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as 2 valuable environmental resource. The Cal-Fed
plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production, Cal-Fed has not given enough thought
to the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce
the loss of farmiand.

Cai-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can
help feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.

But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won’t have to be taken away from farms,

1 think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-
Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not
finalize its plan until citi: have adeq: PP ity to review and comment upon the plan.

Sincerely,

,A? Chiutirse)
- @@
Sig Christierson
President

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Govemnor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Bruce McPherson
Representative Sam Farr Assemblyman Peter Fruseita
Govemor Gray Davis Assemblyman Fred Keeley

Post Office Box 719, Salinas, Califonia 93901 « Office: 831 422-9616 « Fax: 831 422-96138
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August 18, 2000 Return address / 18252 Avenue 20

Ritchie, Acting Exeutive Direct Madera.CA.93637 |VED
Mr. Steve ing Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program RECE
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 AG 21 2000
Sacramento, CA 95814

GALFED Bay-Delta Program

Dear Mr.Ritchic,

‘We are a sixth generation family in Madera County. We are business people and we are
also farmers. Our beginnings like many Americans of years past started close to the soil
as farmers. We also are considerate in working with environmentalist, blending those
needs with needs of community.

We are proud of the products we produce and the fact that they are exportable and we as
a nation need balanced trade. United States production of food and fiber are necessary
strategic products. Our central California’s East-side economies are built around
agriculture. The tax bases of these local economies are almost totally agriculturally
dependent.

Our population growth and growing economies require additional water storage on
already contained rivers. We need to store more flood water, store for coming drought
periods, commit to groundwater recharging and in the future store more water for
reasonable river restoration programs.

We will support programs that demonstrate commitments to continued local control over
our destiny. We know what the role of the State and Federal governments should be.
Local water resource control can not be handed over to our State and Federal
governments.

The present Cal-Fed plan focuses on the Eco system restoration at the expense of jobs
and communities. It also places too much emphasis on Metropolitan water districts *
receiving water supplies from our region, again sacrificing our way of life and our
children’s future. Most communities are asleep about what is being proposed. If this is
enacted as it stands, when awakened, the valley cc ities will roar loudly and boldly,
calling this “foul play™.

Lotlos. 5. o

William B. Pitman

Sixth Generation Resident
of Madera County
Farmer/Businessperson

- CC: Madera County Farm Bureau
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MR . STEVE RITeHIE, AcTING EXEC DIRECTR.
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Dear MR, Lmﬂnsl 12 Program

!/ Am A concERNED HERICVLTURAL SrecuLATOR . CAL-Fed's PAw IS

Ao PRUDENT AND (WHATS PMORE [ DISASKEE  WHOLE HEARTEDLY  WiTH

THE |MPACT THIS PLAM WILL HAVE oN  mArY THOUSHADS OF WONDERFUL

FARMING ACREAGE.

DOESAT T MRAEE SEasE

o STE‘vE, WHEN  You Pc,;u}, THNK  ABouT h', 75
VT THIS SILLY HABITAT- RESTORATION WORK on EXISTING

G- OVERNME N
", CWNED (AND AND REDULE TS (MPACT o0 AWESOME.

FROMCTIVE  EarmemnD.

Sreve/ FARMERS ARE A SENCITIVE ANDG Fun Lovine GROVP OF
PEOPLE | MNO  THEY Recosmise THE WNEED Th USE WATER MORE
EFAIcienTy . DonT Yoo Tuink we know THATD n FACT, OUR FARMS HAVR
IMCREASED TONNAGE of AGRICULTURAL. PRODUCTION BY TWO THIRNS SINCE
1967 | wHiLe JSING Less warer /! you ARE PLAWING WITH FIRE HERE
‘STEVE/ As THE TolllNG FARMER CANNOT &GET DUMPED ON FOREVER.

COME oM STEVE, You'RE mESSING WITH THE ENTIRE BALRNCE OF
THE EARTHS RESouRcss HERE. STEVE, Do You Kwow FHRMING GoRS
BAck 40,000 YEARS? ITIS AN IcoN oF THIS PLANET, Hou FAR BAck
DoEs "HABITAT- REsTORATION WoRK " Go? CHELE THE WumBERS PAL, BuT
(M Guéssine T 15 LESS THAN 0,000 YEARS. Wrkz yP AnD SMELL

THE WATER STEVE | [T'S Gamg TimE.
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Me. steve Richie , Hd-t‘r\j Execvtive Dwecto¢
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Re: Final Pcoﬁmmmﬁ‘c_ ELFS/ETR
Oear M. Ritchie
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Shasta County Farm Bureau

,‘ 3605 Bechelli Lane = Redding, CA96002 = {530) 223-2358 » E-marl info@shastafarmbureau com

August 17, 2000

REGEIVER

Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director A UB‘ Voo
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program 21 2000
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 CALFED gy,

Program

Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As President of Shasta County Farm Bureau representing over 1600 members, T feel it is
important to address some of our concerns that are raised with the recent release of your final
Cal-Fed EIS/EIR. Iam disturbed about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment and
vitality on farms and ranches not only throughout the state, but also those located within Shasta

County.

Presently, Cal-Fed does not address the issue of point of origin labeling. Water stored needs to
be readily available to the farmers and ranchers within the area it originates in. Shasta County
farmers recognize that we are fortunate to have an abundant supply of water that can be shared,
but measures need to be taken to ensure that our farmers will have use of the water that is
rightfully theirs in times of need.

In addition, there needs to be an emphasis on surface water storage. Raising the Shasta Dam is
not going to alleviate the problem of storing accessible water for those in the San Joaquin Valley.
The only way to guarantee adequate water supplies during drought is to capture more of the high
flows during wet winters, especially in aboveg: ound reservoirs. Otherwise, water will be taken
away from farms to sustain environmental and urban uses during droughts.

Because of these, and many other impacts on the environment of rural California, and that the
Cal-Fed plan appears to have changed as a result of the “framework agreement” signed in June,
we need more time to eval the new envirc [ report.

I ask two things of you. First extend the period to look through the document and provide
comments on the final EIS/EIR released on July 21, With thousands of pages to look through,
there is just not enough time. In addition, hold public hearings to explain what you will do and
how this will effect the California population. Many changes were made to the report, which the
public needs to have an opportunity to understand and address. I fear that even after we review
the document there will be a lot that we won’t understand. Even though you may not feel
obiligated to tell us how the plan will affect us, it’s the right thing to do.

Tri-Counties Young Farmers and Ranchers
Nm@gzﬂ_ﬂn_zz_& HeApRiaK T1L_
Address, Shta sk %

<,

Mma‘_c.ﬂ__ﬂen_z_
RE: CAL-FED Final EIS/EIR

August 17, 2000

Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CALFED Bay Delta Program

1418 Ninth St Suite 1155

Sacramento, Ca. 95814

Daar Mr. Ritchie:

As a member of the Tri-Counfies Young Farmers and Ranchers, | feel itis necessary to respond to your recent
release of the Cal-Fed final EIS/EIR report. | am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment
and vitality on farms and ranches not only throughout the state, but also those located within Shasta, Tehama, and
Lassen counties.

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmiand as a valuabie environmental resource. Your proposed plan will take
out neary 250,000 acres of production agriculture. Thers has not been enough thought putinfo the iong-term effects of
this drastic land conversion.

In addition, there needs to ba an emphasis on surface water storage and point of origin labeling. Water stored
needs to be readily avallable to the farmers and ranchers within the area that it originates in imes of need. Raising the
Shasta Dam is not going to alleviate the problem of accessible watar in the central and southem valley, instead more
high flows from wet winters nead to be contalned and stored in above ground reservolrs o insura that there is enough
water in drought conditions.

I think that Cal-Fed should hold publlc hearings to explain it plans before they become final. Itis your
responsibility to tell us how its plan has changed and how iwill effect the people before making a final decision that
could be imeversible and imetrievabls.

RECEIVED
AUG 21 2000
GALFED Bay-Oalte Program

Sincerely,

Gon A XN T

MEmber, Tri-Counties Young Fammers and Ranchers

Additionai Ct

oc: Senator Dianne Feinstain Govemor Gray Davis Stale Assembly Sam Aanestad
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Maurice Jehannessen State Assembly Dick Dickerson
. Rep. Wally Herger State Senator Tim Leslle

Farmers recognize and support the need to use water more efficiently. Asa resl‘xlt our farms have
increased tonnage of agricultural production by two-thirds since 1967, while using less water. In
fact, California leads the nation in producéi:ln }?E::turtedo Howeveréhoctmzr;aytlgl: has

i ces of its own. - not done enough to
:xnn:::::]l lc::‘;ﬁ‘::; this large-scale land conversion. Theref?re, Cal-Fed shmfld not finalize
its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review the policy and make an informed
decision on how it will affect their future.

Sincerely,

Kurt Urricelqui

President, Shasta County Farm Bureau

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein County Supervisor Hawes
Senator Barbara Boxer County Supervgsor Fust
Rep. Wally Herger County Super\qsor leu“ke
Governor Gray Davis County Superv!sor Wilson
State Senator Maurice Johannesen  County Supervisor Kehoe
State Assembly Dick Dickerson
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NamePanda Sields
Address_1 20O De ol D, RECEIVED

,E AN _ C’B AN AUG 2 1 2nnn
CALFED Bay-Oolts Program

RE: CAL-FED Final EIS/EEIR

August 17, 2000

Steve Rlichie, Acting Executive Director
CALFED Bay Delta Program

1416 Ninth St. Suite 1155

Sacramento, Ca. 95814

Dear Mr. Rifchie:

As a member of the Tri-Counties Young Farmers and Ranchers, | fee! itis necessary fo respond to your recent
release of the Cal-Fed final EIS/EIR report. | am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs wfl affect the environment
and vitality on farms and ranches not only throughout the state, but also those located within Shasta, Tehama, and
Lassen counties. . )

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmiand as a valuable ntal . Your prop plan will take
out nearly 250,000 acres of production agriculture. There has not been enough thought put into the long-term effects of
this drastic land conversion. ) )

In addifion, there needs to be an emphasis on surface water storage and puntofgﬁgln labeling. Watgr stored
needs to be readily avallable to the farmers and ranchers within the area that it originates in times of negd. Raising the
Shasta Dam is not going to alleviate the problem of accessible water in the central ang sou}hem valley, instead more
high flows from wet winters need to be contained and stored in above ground reservoirs to insure that there is enough
water in drought conditions. .

| ihinz that Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Itis your
responsibility to tell us how its plan has changed and how it will effect the people before making a final decision that
could be imeversible and imetrievable.

Sincerely,

.

o~

Member, Tri-Counties Young Farmers and Ranchers
Additional Comments:.

Sanator Dianne Feinstei Governar Gray Davis State Assembly Sam Aanestad
= Ssnalor Barbara Boxsr Stale Senator Maunce Johannessen State Assembly Dick Dickerson
Rep, Wally Herger Stala Senator Tim Lestie

Cal-Fed Comments

August 17, 2000

Page Two

Ranchers and farmers need to be allowed to inue their operations when they provide adequate
and positive environmental conditions for wild species. 75% of the wildlife in California exists on
private land. That is a telling statistic when you look at the amount of government owned land,
and the millions and millions of doliars that have been spent supposedly to create habitat on those
government lands,

The people of California stepped forward positively when the first indication of future water
shortages was announced. The conservation plans put in place have had a positive effect,
However, this type of program has  finite base, and we belicve that conservation programs
cannot be expected to continue to expand to meet expected needs. It is time to address other
ideas, and to not put all cur eggs into one basket. We need surface water storage and we need it
on line as soon as possible. If we do not address water problems for farmers and ranchers today,
then fature draughts will be very disruptive, America produces the safest and most economical
food in the world, and we do not want to become a food expotter, simply because we have failed
to address important water concerns in a positive manner.

KARE asks why Cal-Fed says that the loss of & quarter of a million acres of California farmland is
“unavoidable™ There is no excuse for making such & draconian decision without taking an
exceptional amount of time looking for other alternatives,

KARE beli the ch that d when the fi k agr was signed in June,
make it imperative that more time be spent evaluati ng this new envirc ! report. The public
must be brought into the process in a legitimate manner, and their needs must be discussed,
evaluated, and addressed. Unless and until this happens, KARE believes the current Cal-Fed
program is a faulty document, and should not go forward.

Very truly yours,

/ 7@y %/%EQ

Nancy J. Ingalsbe
Executive Director

Ce: Governor Gray Davis, Senator Dianne Feinstein, Senator Barbara Boxer, Congressman
Wally Herger, California Senator Maurice Johannessen, Assemblyman Dick Dickerson and the
Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors

Klamath Alliance for Resources & Environment

August 17, 2000 RECEIVED
Mr, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program AUG 21 2000
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155 CALFED Bay-Deita Program

Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

The Klamath Alliance for Resources & Eavironment is an organization dedicated to common
sense environmental management. We believe our land, water and air environmental issues can be
decided, in envir lly positive ways, without denying the needs of people. We are very
concerned that the Cal-Fed program not affect the ranchers and farmers of California. The
proposal to convert millions of acres from farmiand to habitat and other environmental uses, is of
great concern to our members. A very thorough look must be taken before any such land
conversions are made. We cannot afford to lose the farms and ranches that supply food to
California and the world, b of poor envi | science or lack of environmental impact
studies.

KARE believes the deadline of August 21, 2000 is simply not enough time to review the massive
amount of information and then comment adequately. We request that the deadline for comments
be extended for a considerable amount of time. Those who will be so dramatically affected,
farmers and ranchers, are in their busy season, and they must have adequate time to look at this
program and respond effectively.

Too often we have seen environmental concerns lead to precipitous decisions, which are later to
be proven false, often leading to harm that cannot be undone, For instance, about 10 years ago a
Refuge was set aside near Sacramento and cattle that had been grazing there were removed
because they would be detrimental to the goals and objectives of the Refuge. Today, cattle are
being returned because experience and firrther scientific study has shown that the cattle were an
environmental positive. While this is fine for the ranchers who are being allowed to graze there
now, what about the ranchers who lost their grazing land, and perhaps were put out of business
because of the hurry to make an environmental decision, without making certain it was correct?
We cannot make environmental decisions that are based on politics, or hypotheses. They must be
grounded in accurate science and made after much study.

Over and over we have seen how wildlife happily and fruitfully cohabit farm lands with farmers
and ranchers. We believe the Cal-Fed program must make absolutely certain that their decisions
do not upset this balance. And, again and again we have seen the poor stewardship record of the
government, and seen how it does not equate to the positive stewardship of a private owner.

C—029736

216 Ldne St - P.O. Box 1234 - Yreka, CA 96097 - (530) 842-9030 - FAX (530) 842-5041

Shasta County Farm Bureau

s
l‘ 3605 Bechell: Lane = Redding, CA96002 » (530) 223-2358 » E-mail nfo@shastafarmbureau com
—_— RECEIVED
August 10, 2000
AUG 2 1 200

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program CALFED Bgy.opr, Pragran
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
As a member of 2 Farm Bureau that rep over 1600 t I'must on the newly released EIS/EIR

for the Cal-Fed program. Iam concemed about how Cai-Fed programs will affect the environment on farms and
ranches. Agriculture is an important part of California’s environment. Your plan intends to convert nearly 2 quarter
of a million acres of farmland to habitat and other uses. It should study the environmental impact of that land
conversion and seek ways to avoid taking farmland out of production.

I know many farmers who enhance the wildlife value of their farms. We are stewards of the land and we want to be
partners in environmental restoration. But we oppose requirements that tll us what to grow and how to grow it.
Cal-Fed must work with us in a cooperative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need m‘.liahlc qnd affordable water. Ca;—Fed_ must move
aggressively to develop new water storage that provides adequate yield. V{nhoul more storage, California won't
have enough water for the environment in dry years. That means water will be taken away from faxmst cspt?c{ally
during droughts. Without watcr, farmland {oses its value as habitat and as a vital food resource for California’s

growing population.

things of you. First extend the period to look through the document and provide comments on the final
}E;gk/Ezﬁvlo released oz July 21. Asa ﬁrmeg 1 cant adequately review the thousands of pages in the document in the
time allowed. In addition, hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the cffects on us, Many changes
were made to the report, which the public needs to have an opportunity to understand and address. 1 fear that cven
after we review the document there will be a lot that we won’t understand. Even though you may not feet obligated
to tell us how the plan will affect us, it’s the right thing to do.

Sincerely,

Bill Wright

Treasurer, Shasta County Farm Bureau

Ce: Senator Dianne Feinstein State Senator Maurice Johannesen County Supcrvisar Hawsx
Senator Barbara Boxer Assembly Member Dick Dickerson County Supew!sor Wilson
Rep. Wally Herger County Supervisor Kehoe County Supervisor Clarke
Governor Gray Davis County Supervisor Fust

C-029736
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AlG 2 1 2000
CALFED Bay-Delta Program

GAMBLE %‘ GAMBLE

P.O. BOX 670 + ST. LIKLENA + CALIFORNIA » %4574
TEL: 707963+ 5627 PAX: 707 963 « 2633

Augnst 17, 2000
Mz. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St,, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

FAX 916-654-9780

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/ETR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I farm 750 acres of winegrapes in Napa County. [ask two things:

L

Extend the period to look through the document and provide comments ox the final llSl!}m rdeued July 21.
Thittydaysismudeqnawﬁmeforadﬁzmmmi:wu\cthmndcofpawintudocumtm!hchmaunwed

Hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects on us. Manychanselwm?mdemtbcmpcn,wm@
I.hepuzﬁcneed‘mh?vemoppnnunityto and discuss. | fear that even after we revicw the document there will
be  lot that we won't undersiand. Even though you may not believe you are legally obligated to tell us how the plan will
affect us, it's the moral and right thing to do.

Mel Varrelman, Chair, Nape County Supervisors

RECEIVED
AUG 21 pom

Louis VENTURINI CALFED Bay-Dotta rograpy

— Serving Agriculture For More Than 80 Years

BUTTE
) COuUNTY
%7 FARM BUREAU

RECEIVED
AUG 2 1 2000
GNEDWM

August 10, 2000

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize Califoria farmland as a valuable environmental resource, The Cal-Fed plan would take
nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to the enviranmental impact of this
land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the loss of farmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help feed our growing
population and provide habitat at the same time.

But farmers can't provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed must develop water
storage with adequate yicld. New storage will help water for the envil in dry years, so water won't
have to be taken away from farms.

1 think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed should tell us how
its plan has changed and how it will affect people, Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan uatil citizens have adequate
opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincere]

Ralph Cassady
President

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein

Scnator Barbarz Boxer

Rep. Wally Herger

Governor Gray Davis

State Sen. Tim Leslie

Assembly Member Sam Aanestad
Assembly Member Richard Dickerson
Butte County Supervisors

4696 Tokay Ranch Rosd, Chico, California 95826 « Telephione: Home (816) 894-3021 Ranch (918) 342-0352

August 16, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program -
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie;

As a livestock producer, I operate in several northern California counties and utilize several
different sources of water for irrigation in my operation, from groundwater and local irrigation
districts, to several licensed diversions. Iam concemed with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released
July 21, 2000. Even though it would affect water supplies and land use throughout much of
California, the Cal-Fed Bay-Delta program wants to finalize its plan without more public
hearings. Cal-Fed released its final envil I report, making little effort to let people
comment on it. Through this entire process, I have been concerned about the loss of productive
farmland and ranches, loss of water, and the lack of progress on water storage facilities, As
California’s population continues to grow and the environment continues to require more water,
that water should come from newly developed water storage facilities, and conservation from
both the urban and industrial sectors, not just from farmers and ranchers.

In addition, I do not believe Cal-Fed has adequately studied the effects of such large-scale,
productive farm and ranch land conversion to riparian and wildlife habitat. I do not believe Cal-
Fed has tried hard enough to minimize productive farm and ranch land losses. Cal-Fed should
hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final, Cal-Fed should tell us how its
plan has changed and how it will affect people, and should not finalize its plan until citizens have
had adequate opportunity to review and comment upon it.

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you
implement the plan.

Sincerely,
‘Ao i,
uis Venturini
LViv
Cc: Senator Dianne Fienstein Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator K. Maurice Johannessen
Rep. Wally Herger Assembly Member Sam Aanestad

2580 Feather River Boulevard ¢ Oroville, California 95965 ¢ (530) 533-1473 + Fax: (530) 533-6508
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BUTTE
»  COUNTY
% FARM BUREAU

e Serving Agriculture For More Than 80 Years

August 15, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and comment on the final environmental repost,
released July 21. I also believe Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan, so we who must abide by
it can understand how we fit into the plan.

Cal-Fed should conduct habitat-restoration work on existing government-owned land before it begins
acquiring more iand. The government aiready owns half the land in California, yet 75 percent of the
wildlife exists on privately owned land. We have done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the
government. We take seriously our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners with the
government. Cal-Fed should encourage landowners to enhance voluntary habitat-conservation efforts.

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to

date the i ing population and envi needs. Water conservation cannot make the
same strides it has made in the past. We will work to become more efficient, but drought will take a
serious toll on California's environment and economy uniess new storage with additional yield comes on
line soon.

Sincerely,

1* Vice Pfesident

ce
Senator Dianne Feinstein

Senator Barbara Boxer

Rep. Wally Herger

Governor Gray Davis

Stats Sen. Tim Leslie

Assembly Member Sam Aanestad
Assembly Member Richard Dickerson
Butte County Supervisors

. 2580 Feather River Boulevard ¢ Oroville, California 95965 ¢ (530) 5331473 ¢ Fux: (530) 533-6508
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John Viano
192 Morello Ave
Martinez, CA 94553

August 16, 2000

_ RECEIVED
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 AUG 2 1 2000
Sacramento, CA 95814 CALFED Bay-Delta Program

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a 4th generation farmer in Contra Costa County, I am concerned about
the Cal-Fed Final EIS/EIR Report released July 21 and how its findings will
be used to change the face of California Agriculture. Not only has Cal-Ped
proposed to take 250,000 acres of farmland out of production, it will be lost
forever. Taking with it thousands of jobs and tax base dollars, not to mention
the other ill effects on local economies.

As our population contimues to grow there are ever increasing demands
for food and water. New demands for food are hard to supply without land to grow
it on and more water is difficult to come up with if we do not have adequate
storage to store it.

Agriculture provides habitat as it exists now. Cal-Fed should work with
land-owners to come up with better habitat conservation, if it is truly needed,
and not take the land out of production. It has been proven that wildlife
and farming operations can co-exist.

I believe that the plan is flawed and ask that you extend the comment
period so the citizens have adequate time to read this huge document and

comment on it.
Sj.m:erel; /

[John V. Viano

ce: Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Rep. George Miller

Gov. Gray Davis

State Sen. Richard Rainey
Assemblyman Tom Torlakson
Contra Costa County Supervisors
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August 15,2000 "oy, August 15, 2000 Foura,
Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay Delta Program Cal-Fed Bay Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Ste. 1155 1416 Ninth St., Ste. 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Mr, Ritchie: Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am a resident of the Imperial County and an involved in farming land that has been in
my family for nearly 50 years, Concerning the Cal-Fed environmental report, I would
appreciate more time to review this information. My days are busy and finding enough
time to give this issue the consideration it deserves is difficult. Also, I do not completely
understand this report due to its complexity and feel holding public hearings would help

1 am a life long Valley resident and agriculture follower, who has the future of being an
agriculture education teacher, thus making the future of agriculture 2 very large concern
to myself, and the children I will teach. The time element you have given us to review
the Cal-Fed environment report is a very large concern of mine. A report such as this, is
in need of a larger time frame to review and discuss among we Valley residents. It is my

opinion that you should hold various public meetings to go over such a technical report.

myself and others understand the issues at hand.
With so many issues involved, it should be our right and your duty. The future of

If Cal-Fed was to do what it wants with our land, I would be detrimental to the habitat agriculture is at stake.
that we currently have. [ would appreciate some ideration on my req

Sincerely,
Sincerely,

Briana George
Jared Britschgi

EC&
1y,
s, KD
%:“ii gy RECEIV
1 2

August 15, 2000 August 15, 2000 Cor Doty

Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Ste. 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay Delta Program

1416 Niath St., Ste. 1155

Sacramtento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie: Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Asa d citizen of the Imperiai Valley, [ believe that Cal-Fed should recognize the
impact this will have on the future of agriculture. Agriculture is a major revenue of our
community and by taking this away you will not only affect us, but the entire country.
Our farmers here provide food for the countries growing population. I think the public
should have the right to voice their opinions on this matter before a final decision is

1 am concerned about this Cal-Fed plan. I don’t feel that you have allowed enough time
for public comment. With the severity of this program I don’t see how you could be
unwilling 1o allow people that this would effect to voice their opinions. 1'm from the
Imperial Valley and the nearest place for public comment is 2 % hours away. Our valley
is on the Cal-Fed plan and we haven’t even had a public hearing to voice our opinion.

made.

Sincerely,
Sincerely,

Craig Smith
Kari L. Foster

C—029739
C-029739
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August 15, 2000
Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delia Program
1416 Ninth St., Ste. 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
I think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final.
Cal-Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed
should not finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and
comment upon it.

Sincerely,

Manuel Castro

RECEIvED
AUG 2 1 2009
GALFED Say-131n gy

August 15, 2000
Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Ste. 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
1 am an Imperial County farmer and am concemed about the future of agriculture in my
ares. [ ask you:

1. Give us more time to review and comment on the final Cal-Fed environment

report.

2. Hold public hearings to explain this plan.
Our agriculture land has many habitats and wildlife as well as the Los Angeles area.
Instead of taking our farmiand, stop building more cities! Please allow for more time and
discussion on this topic, as it is detrimental to our survival the Imperial Valley.
Sincerely,

Brett Reeves  Gerard Irungaray

C—029740

RECEIVED
AUG 2 1 2000

August 15, 2000
CALFED Bay-kita Program
Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Ste. 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am a fourth generation cattleman concerned about the future. It is imperative that we
have more time to review and discuss the Cal-Fed eavironmental report released July 21.
T work late hours and have no time to review this plan. Please make newer reports that a
regular working guy like me might understand.

Sincerely,

Patrick Jenkins
Phillips Cattle Co.
910 Nichols Rd.

El Centro, CA 92243

Warren Merwin
49719 Willow Point
Clarksburg, CA 95612

August 11, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

14186 Ninth St., Suite 1158

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a Yolo County farmer | am concemned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR d July 21. 1 resp 1l
request you give us more time to review and comment on your documsnt, It is much too large to digest
and much too complex to understand. | also request you hold hearings to explain what the Cal-Fed
program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, | have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the
lack of progress on storage. As California‘s population continues to grow and the enviranment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
fammers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air. Farming
provides wildlife habitat while producing food. | continue to pay taxes on that land and survive on the
income. This farmiand has been in my family for generations, it is sustainable. | am not destroying the
snvironment; | am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and losa the habitat it provides
for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in California,
yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

1 have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and cared
for. When the government decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species often goes
sisewhera because the government fails to manage the land properly.

Again, | request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement
the plan.

Sincerely,
*
Warren Merwin
cc: Senator Dianne Feinstsin Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator K. Maurice Johannessen

Rep. Doug Ose A ly Member Richard Di 1
Yolo County Board of Supervisrs Assembly Member Helen Thomson

C-029740
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CALFED Bay-Delta Program

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CALFED Bay/Uelta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacramento, Ca 95814

August 15, 2000
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

| would like to introduce myself. My name is Tim Doherty, ! farm
rice, almonds. wine grapes, aitalta and four other crops in Yolo,
Colusa, and Sutter Counties. | tarm these crops in a partnership
with my two older brothers and my father. we are fifth generation
Californian farmers ,we have strong ties to the land, and tn many
ways constder ourselves protectors of 1t

| am writing to ask you to prolong the period in which to 100k over
and comment on the CalFed EIS/EIR that was rejeased on July
21,2000, | was unable to get my hands on the report tor several days
after you released 1t. It ts ditficult tor me to adequately review the
document in the short period of time given. | work 65-75 hrs per
week , so in the evenings after a full days work | read the CalFed
EIS/EIR. | would simply like more time to comment on the report.

| also0 request you hold hearings to explain what the Cai-ted program
will mean to us

1t 1s my strong belief that more surtace water I1s needed for this
generation and the ones to come. | am concerned about the loss ot
farmiand, loss of water and the lack of progress on water storage.
without surface water we wiil overuse our limited ground water
(which by the way isn’t all high quality) and future generations of
farmers and conservationists will be left without

SALINAS LAND COMPANY
PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 44557 TEAGUE AVENUE
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. BOX 686 - KING CITY, CALIFORNIA 93930-0686
PHONE (831) 385-3858 - FAX (831) 385-5909

August 18, 2000 RECEIVED
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director AUG 2 1 2000
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program .

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 GALFE™ " - Jalta Program

Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Mr, Richie: Re: Cal-Fed Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

I am concerned that the Cal-Fed EIS/EIR is not adequately recognizing California farmland as a
valuable environmental resource. With the Cal-Fed plan taking about 250,000 acres out of
agricultural production there will be a significant impact to the environment with this land
conversion. The Cal-Fed plan needs to make every effort and to seriously evaluate the ways to
reduce this loss of farmland.

Most farmers are vitally aware of the need to protect our natural resources of Jand and water and
1 believe many would be willing to work with the Cal-Fed plan on a voluntary habitat
conservation basis. It is important to provtde a reliable food supply for our growing population.
1t would be desirable to balance these peting needs in an equitable manner and protect our
valuable farmland resources.

Farmers need an affordable and reliable water supply to feed our growing population. The
natural habitat area is currently using a very significant amount of land area and water resources
in California. 1believe it is essential for the Cal-Fed plan to include new water storage for
agricultural, industrial and urban uses. Our current water supply will be in serious jeopardy in
the event of drought that can extend a number of years. We are not adequately prepared for
drought in this state at this time.

I request that Cal-Fed hold additiona! public hearings to fully explain Cal-Feds current plans
before the plan becomes final. The 6,500 page d is huge and plex. The people
deserve to know how the plan has changed and how it will affect the people of California.
Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan until citizens have an adequate opportunity to review and
comment on this very important document.

Ry o

Lawrence Porter

Smccrely

General Manager

CC:  Senator Barbara Boxer Senator Dianne Feinstein State Sen. Bruce McPherson
Congressman Sam Farr Gov. Gray Davis Assemblyman Peter Frusetta
Assemblyman Fred Keeley ~Ca. Farm Bureau Fed. Mo. Co. Bd. of Supervisors

CORPORATE OFFICE: P O, BOX 2501063 N. ASH ST..VENTURA, CALIF 93002
PHONE (805) 648-3363 - FAX (805) 6484603

Our farm is teeming with wild life: wiid pigs, deer, pheasant, ducks,
geese, hawks, eagles, wild turkeys, foxes, Just to name a few. |
hesitate to think what 1t would be Iike without water.

I'm also of the opinton that before the government purchases more
ground, 1t should better manage the land it already owns. We are
private landowners who do a better job of managing our wiidlife
habitat than does the government who have all the "experts”.

Lastly, our economy not only of our local rural area , but statewide
included, will suffer mightily if more ground 1s taken out of
production (whether by conservation or lack of water). | do not think
CalFed tried hard enough to minimize farmiand losses, let's try and
do something about it.

Sincereiy

T [T

Tim Doherty

Cc: Governor Davis Dianne Feinstein Barbara Boxer
Doug Ose
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CALFC- %¥ «ls Program

Gary Sack
9471 Denhoim Court
Eilk Grove, CA 95758

August 7, 2000

M, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 have major concerns about the Cal-Fed Final P ie EIS/EIR July 21, 2000,
Fedesal regulators are given broad new authority over California’s water rights. What assurance

do we have that local and state agencics will retain their control of California’s water?
The plan removes from production nearly a quarter-million acres of California farmiand. Your
Teport says it is “unavoidable.” I don’t feel Cal-Fed looked hard enough to avoid those losses.

Currently the government owns haif the land in California, yet 75% of the wildlife reside on
private land. That should tell you that farmers and ranchers are doing something right in their
stewardship of land, water, and the environment. Many of the types of farms targeted to come out
of production are wildlife friendly, if they have an adequate and affordable water supply.

With California’s burgeoning populati
regard to hydroelectric power. 1 am
away from farms, making the effects of droughts even more severe. It will hurt familics and affect
the price of food to working families, and it wili discupt the environment.

we now have water and energy rationing. There is little
d that in times of drought Cal-Fed will take water

1 request you: (1) Extend the comment period. (2) Hold public hearings to explain what you
will do and the effects on us. The public needs to have an opportunity to understand and discuss
this document. Even though you may not believe you are obligated to tell us how the plan will
affect us, it’s the right thing to do.

Last year you held 16 hearings, [ attended many of them. There were 1,000 representatives of
agriculture who attended; more than half the people who testified were farm and ranch families
and their neighbors. Did yoa hear them?

There was testimony of the wildlife that exists on farms and ranches and what some of these R
peaple were doing to enhance wildlife. Just think of what the possibilitics if the government tried
to be a partner, instead of an adversary.

Bl
Gary S:
[ Senator Dianne Feinstein Senator Barbara Boxer

Congressman Robert Matsui  State Sen. Patrick Johnston
Sacramento Board of Supervisors

Governor Gray Davis
Rep. Anthony Pescetti
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RECEIVED
Hannah Tangeman-Cheney AUB 21 2000
P.O. Box 850 GALFED Bay-Delia Program
Susanville, CA 96130
(530)257-7262

August 15, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
vat-¥ea say-Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 attended a standing room only (both inside and ouiside) hearing last year in Chico. The
message delivered that night was overwhelming in numbers and voices that agriculture
needed to be protected in the Cal-Fed document. Urban and rural voices alike spoke to the
value of ag to our economy and landscape.

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. Iam disappointed that Cal-Fed and its agencies turned a deaf
car to more than 1,000 representatives of agriculture who attended you 16 hearings last
year. Surface water storage was one of the main points of the message. With our rapidly
growing popuiation in California, storage is the only way to accommodate that need.
Putting farmers out of production is not the answer.

I am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and comment on the final environmental
report released just July 21. I also believe Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the pian,
so we who must be bound by it can understand how we fit in the plan.

Existing surface water rights must be respected. Agriculture cannot survive without water.

Sincerely,
/&L,-L,ULA %’A}u;w - C’/u;/ru,g

Hannah Tangeman-Chency

Governor Gray Davis  Rep. Wally Herger
Senator Tim Leslie A bly Sam A

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senxtor Barbara Boxer

ce.

Donci.  Repsssaititis 44 facossirchs
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Stolt Sea Farm California LLC

9149 East Lavee Road,
Elverta, CA 95626

K]

(916) 991-4420
(916) 991-4334

RECEIVED
AUB 21 2000
CALFED Bay-Delta Program

A subsidiary of
Stolt-Niglsen S.A.

Telephane:
Facsimile:

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1418 Ninth St., Suits 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

17 August 2000
Deas Mr. Ritchie,

As a member of the agricultural community of Sacramento County, | would like to make a few
comments regarding the Cal-Fed process,

1} The time period proposed for public comment for the EIS/EIR document released on 21
July 00 is simply too short when the document size, plan camplexity, and impact on the
public is taken into account. | strongly recommend that the public review period be
extended,

2]

Tha ramifications of this complex report to the general public are enormous. | believe Cal
Fed has an obligation to the public to have a series of regional public hearings that will
sllow for questions to be answerad as to how this plan will affect each and every one of
us.

) am concemed that CalFad has not ad ly addi the issues of losses.
From a state and national perspective, where will the displaced crops bs produced once
visble farmland is taken out of production. The only logicat answer is imports which is
completely counterproductive.

There is federal and state land that should be considered and used prior to encroaching on
private property.

Farmers are by definition, stewards of the environment. | don’t believa that creative
luti that allow to producing crops and i P aspects of
habitat conservation have bsen adequately considered.

Wataer is and will continue to be a critical issue for this state. Farmers know this batter
than anyone since the i dep ona supply of watar. | don‘t
debate that a statewide water plan is necessary, | do debate the manner in which it is
suggested. | would hope that with public input, new ideas will be brought forth that will
reduce the suggested loss of almost 250,000 acres of farmland in this stats.

;Si%n:relv. z 7

Jim Michaels

Governor Gray Davis
Senator Deborah Ortiz
Assembly Membar Dave Cox

Supervisor Dickinson
Supervisor Collin
Supervisor Johnson
Supervisor Neillo
Supervisor Nottoli

Cc: Senator Dianne Feinstsin
Senator Barbara Boxer
Representative Doug Ose

C—029743
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another howard and bookzremerpri.le

MIKE HOWARD

36727 Road 20
‘Woodland, CA 95695

Office (530) 661-3366
Fax (530) 662-3366
Mobile (530) 908-3366

RECEIVED
August 17, 2000 AUG 2 1 2000
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director GALFED Bay-Delta Progran

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment on farms and ranches.
Agriculture is an important part of California’s environment. Cal-Fed pians to convert nearly a
quarter of 2 million acres of farmland to habitat and other uses. It should study the environmental
impact of that land conversion. Cal-Fed must seek ways to avoid taking farmland out of production.

1 know many farmers who enhance the wildlife value of their farms. We are stewards of the land
and we want to be partners in environmental restoration. But we oppose requirements that teil us
what to grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed must work with us in a cooperative spirit.

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordable water. Cal-
Fed must move aggressively to develop new water storage that provides adequate yield. Without
more storage, California won't have enough water for the environment in dry years. That means
water will be taken away from farms, especially during droughts. Without water, farmland loses its
value as habitat and as a vital food resource for California’s growing population.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed should

tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan
uniil citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely, ﬂ
WJH- \ =
Mike Howard

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis Supervisor Lynnel Pollock

Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Maurice Johannesen
Rep. Doug Ose Assembly Member Helen Thomson
Esther M. Smith
12301 Powerhouse Road RECEIVED
Potter Valley, Californi
yvod lley, California AUS 2 1 2000
August 17, 2000 SALFED Say-Dalta Program
Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St,, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

. Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
Cal-Fed must recognize California fanmland is a valuable environmental resource.
T}\e Cal-Fed plan will take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not
given enough thought to the economic and environmental impact of this land

conversion. The plans need to look for ways to reduce the loss of productive, rich
farmland.

Farmers are willing to voluntarily work with Cal-HFed on habitat conversion. If cal-Fed
will work cooperatively with the farmers, the land can continue to help feed our
continuously increasing population and provide habitat at the same time.

Farmers cannot provide habitat nor feed paople without reliable and affordable water.
Cal-Fed must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help
guarantee water for the environment in dry years, so water will not have to be taken
away from food producing farms.

Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review

it and comment upon it. Public hearings, to explain the Cal-Fed plans and how
peaple, zlnc;nﬁng farmers, will be affected, nesd to be held before those plans

Sincsrely,
écwé ‘42/ /4",9;‘:/9

Esther M. Smith

RECEIVED

Duane Chamberiain

34530 County Road 29 AUG 2 1 2000
Woodiand, CA 95695 CALFED Bay-olta Proges,

August 11, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a Yolo County farmer | am concemied with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR rel i July 21. | respectfull

request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much too largs to digest
and much too complex to understand. | also request you hold hearings to explain what the Cal-Fed
program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, | have been concemed about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the
lack of progress on storage. As Califonia's population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air. Farming
provides wildlife habitat while producing faod. { continue to pay taxes on that land and survive on the
income. This farmiand has been in my family for generations. It is sustainable. | am not destroying the
environment; | am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it provides
for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the govermment owns about haif the land in California,
yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land, Why do you think that is?

| have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and cared
for. When the govemment decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species often goes
elsewhere b the g 1t fails to the land properly.

Again, | request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement
the plan.

Sincerely,
,/////a/%%/a :
Duane Chamberiain

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis

Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator K. Maurice Johannessen
Rep. Doug Ose Assembly Member Richard Dickerson
Yolo County Board of Supervisrs Assembly Member Helan Thomson
AlUG 2.
13171 Grand Island Road 1 2000
Walnut Grove, CA 95650 CALFED By 5
August 17, 2000 "2 Program

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I farm pears, aifalfa, com, wheat, safflower, and tomatoes in the Delta. ] also provide hunting opportunities
for many people to preserve wildlife habitat along with the farming operation. I ask two things, and then
shall comment on the document. The requests are:

1. Extend the period to look through the document and provide comments on the final EIS/EIR

released July 21, As a farmer [ can't adequately review the th ds of pages in the d in the time
allowed.

2. Hold public hearings to explain what you will do and the effects on us. Many changes were mads to
the report, which the public needs to have an opportunity to understand and discuss. I fear that even after we
review the document there will be a lot that we won't understand, Even though you may not believe you are
obligated to tell us how the plan will affect us, it's the right thing to do.

Comments: | believe that in trying to protect the environment, the Cal-Fed plan actually will harm it
instead. Taking thousands of acres of land out of production witl change the face of California agriculture
dramatically. It will have a huge impact on the environment, not to mention local economies. When the land
in private ownership stops providing food, a tax base and wildlife habitat, what happens to that land?

The farm environment where wildlife has gathered will be forever changed. Those crops won’t be grown.
Many specics now occupy the acres of farmland Cal-Fed proposes to take out of production. They are there
because of the habitat provided by farmers and ranchers. History shows that the government has not done a
good job of protecting and repopulating these species. C i with land have
worked better,

The Cal-Fed plan is flawed. | am disappointed that Cal-Fed and its agencies have turned 2 deaf ear to the
more than 1,000 rep ives of agriculture who ded your 16 hearings last year. Of the 800 people
who spoke, most were farmers and ranchers and their families and neighbors. These people are stewards of
the environment, managing land and water that produces food, wildlife and oxygen.

Sincerely, M/ m C'Qa-wg/

Michael McDowell

cc Senator Dianne Feinstein Govemor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator
Representative Assembly Member

C—029744
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RECEIvVEp

AUG 2 1 200

GALFED Bay.Deity Program
15463 Poverty Road
Walnut Grove, CA 95690

August 17, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/ETR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuable environmental resource. The Cal-Fed
plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to
the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the loss
of farmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.

But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won’t have to be taken away from farms.

1 think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed

should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its
plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely, @ J\ﬂl_k/
Anthony Borba

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator

Representative Assembly Member
RECEIVED
11701 Crest Hill Drive AUG 2 1 7000
Elk Grove, CA 95624 -Delta Program
August 17, 2000 CALFED B2y

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As an interested young agriculturist, I am concemed with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July
21. [ respectfully request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is
much too large to digest and much too complex to understand. I also request you hold hearings to
explain what the Cal-Fed program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, | have been concemed about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the
lack of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air.
Farming provides wildlife habitat while producing food. I continue to pay taxes on that land and
survive on the income. This farmland has been in my family for generations. It is sustainable. [ am
not destroying the environment; I am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it
provides for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in
California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

I have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and
cared for. When the government decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species
often goes elsewhere because the government fails to manage the land properly.

Again, T request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you
implement the plan.

Sincerely,
hawn Stretars
cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Govemor Gray Davis

Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator
Representative Assembly Member

RECEIVED

13171 Grand Island Road AUB 2 1 20nmy
Walnut Grove, CA 95690
August 17, 2000 CALFED Hay-eits Prograin

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Exccutive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Finai Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a interested young agriculturist, 1 am concerned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21.
I respectfully request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much
too large to digest and much too complex to understand. I also request you hold hearings to explain
what the Cal-Fed program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, I have been concerned about the {oss of farmland, loss of water and the
lack of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air.
Farming provides wildlife habitat while producing food. I continue to pay taxes on that {and and
survive oa the income. This farmland has been in my family for generations. It is sustainable. I am
not destroying the environment; I am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose th ds of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it
provides for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in
California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

1 have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and
cared for. When the government decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species
often goes elsewhere because the government fails to manage the land properly.

Again, T request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you
implement the plan.

Sincerely,

Yichelle T owself

Michelle McDowell

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator
Representative Assembly Member

RECEIVED

3206 Hood Franklin Road AUG 21 2000
Elk Grove, CA 95758 CALFED Bay-Deita Program
August 17, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EISEIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and on the final envi { report
released July 21, T also believe Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan, so we who must
abide by it can understand how we fit into the plan,

[T ranch 130 acres in which we have a commercial hog and cattle operation. When we irrigate our
pasture and we purposely let the water run into the low lands which are habitat to many species of
birds and small animals.

The government already owns half the land in Califomia, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on
privately owned land. We have done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the government.
We take seriously our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be partners with the
government. Cal-Fed should encourage land s to enh 1 y habitat. vation
efforts.

Cal-Fed needs to move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to
accommodate the increasing population and environmental needs. Water conservation cannot make
the same strides it has made in the past. We will work to become more efficient, but drought will
take a serious toll on California’s environment and economy unless new storage with additional
yield comes on line soon.

Sincerely,

A
N J/ n ¢k ﬁ&
John Greber
cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis

Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator
Representative Assembly Member

C—029745
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RECEIVED STEVEI 1. FICKLIN

Julia Dachling MADERA, CA 93837 RECE‘VED
10045 Grant Line Road AUG 21 2000 TRRRTHONE (350) aTe TN AUG 2 1 2000
Elk Grove, CA 95624 cALrED

August 17, 2000 Bay-Deita Program CALFED Bay-Deita Program

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

August 15, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Dear Mr. Ritchie: Sacramento, CA 95814

Tam concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment on farms and ranches, Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Agriculture is an important part of Californiz’s environment. Cal-Fed plans to convert nearly a Dear Mr. Ritchie:

quarter of a million acres of farmland to habitat and other uses. It should study the environmental *
impact of that land conversion. Cal-Fed must seek ways to avoid taking farmland out of production, Please extend the period to look through the document and
provide comments on the final EIS/EIR realeased July 21,2000.
I personally need more time to review this document. Also

I would like public hearings held to explain how this will
effect myself and my family as farmers.

My land has been farmed since 1973. [ am studying agriculture and my goal is to continue the
family farm. We provide many areas of wildlife habitat between the fields that we farm. We do not
hunt on our farm, which provides wildlife a natural and unharmed place to live. On our fand, we
provide nesting boxes for wood ducks. We also have a buffer strip between our vineyard and the

. P x - . . I am very concer; the loss o farmland lo: of water
tiver, to help clean irrigation water that drains into the river. b4 ned about £ ) loss ate:

and the lack of progress on storage. As the population con-
tinues to grow and the environment continues to require more
water, that water should come from newly developed storage,
not from farmers.

1 know many farmers who enhance the wildlife value of their farms. We are stewards of the land
and we want to be partners in environmental restoration. But we oppose requirements that tell us

what to grow and how to grow it. Cal-Fed must work with us in a cooperative spirit.
go g P Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordable water. Cal- hold public hearings before you implement the plan.

Fed must move aggressively to develop new water storage that provides adequate yield. Without Sincerely,
more storage, California won't have enough water for the environment in dry years. That means i
water will be taken away from farms, especially during droughts. Without water, farmland loses its M H . !
value as habitat and as a vital food resource for California’s growing population. ’

Steven H. Ficklin

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-Fed should

tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan
until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Jujfa Daehling

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein \/ Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator
Representative Assembly Member

Nash Ranch

10615 Old Oregon Trail, Redding, CA 96003 A g4 200
phone: $30-221-2904 or 5302252762 fax 530-225-2769 o 0
email: inkk12.caus Or buash org FEG s5gv "

“Mta Progran
FROM THE DESK OF
BOB NASH

August 18, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Dirsctor
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Regrettably, 1find the pressnt Cal-Fed process and the recently published final
Enviranmental Impact Statement / Report a very thinly veiled maneuver by urban bureaucratic
interests to divert water away from the California agriculture industry in the name of the
environment. Cal-Fed must recognize Califomia farmiand as a valuable environmental
resource as weil as a crucial economic base for the State of California. The Cal-Fed plan will
take nearly 250,000 acres of farmiand out of production in the name of the environment.
Further, Cal-Fed promotes future farmland idling water transfers to urban uses. Cal-Fed has
not given reasonable considaration to the environmental impact of the proposed diract or the
indirect idling of farm land and it has given no consideration to the economic impact of such a
conversion of farmland.  The plan neads to look for ways to reduce the loss of farmland.

Farmers can't contribute to provision of wildlife habitat or feed peopls or contribute to the
economy without farmland and without reliable and affordable water. California agricujtural
water use has not increased in the past thirty years all the while production has increased
nearly three fold. California agriculture will not need an increase in supply of water in the
future, but it does and will continue to need a reliable and affordable supply of water. At the
same time, the relevant wildlife habitat continues to need and deserves a more reliable
supply. And future urban growth dictates additional need for water well into the future. Cal-
Fed can help farmers additicnally contribute to wildlife habitat without idling vast acreages of
prime farm land. Further, Cal-Fed must develop environmentally sound additional water
storage with adequate yield. Additional water storage will help provide water supply for the
environment and future increased water supply for urban use without taking water supply
away from agriculture, the largest economy in California.

Ona of the questions that | am unable to answer is: what happens to all the water presently
applied as irrigation to the proposed 250,000 acre farmland conversion? It seems safe to
assume that neither US Fish and Wildlife nor California Fish and Game will continue
irrigating so called wildlife habitat. Does that unused irrigation water, probably as much as
700,000 acre feet or more, then become available to the highest bidder? Or does it just run
out the San Francisco Bay?

ces:

Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Rep. George Radanovich
Rep. Gary A. Condit
State Sen. Jim Costa
Governor Gray Davis

Assembly Member Dean Florez
Madera County Supervisors:
Frank Bigelow

Vern Moss

Gail Hanhart MciIntyre

John V. silva

RECE;VED

C—029746

State Sen. Richard Monteith Gary Gilbert
Assembly Member George House
Art Dove

Page -2- Steve Ritchie, Cal - Fed

| really fear for the future of Agriculture in northern California, especially the Sacramento
Valley. The potential economic impact is staggering.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become finat so that the
public and the agriculture industry can better understand how the Cal-Fed plan has changed
and how it will affect people and agriculture. Further, Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan
until has been adequate opportunity to review and comment.

Sincerely,

AN

Robert Nash, Owner-Operator

cc.  Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Rep. Wally Herger
Governor Gray Davis
State Sen. Maurice Johannesen
Assembly Member Dick Dickerson
Chairman of the Shasta County Board of Supervisors, Irwin Fust
Chairman of the Siskiyou County Board of Supervisars, Kay Bryan

C-029746



Superior California Economic Development
Modoc « Shasta = Sisktyox « Trinity
737 Auditorium Dr., Suite A  Redding, CA 96001 » (530) 225-2760 » FAX (530) 225-2769

August 18, 2000

RECEIVED
Mr. Steve Rilchie, Acting Executive Director AUG 21 2000
Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 CALFED Bay-Delta Program

Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuable environmental resource as well as a crucial economic base for
the State of Califoria. The Cal-Fed plan would take neary 250,000 acres of fanm land out of production in the name of the
environment.  Cal-Fed has not given reasonable consideration to the environmental impact of the proposed farm land
conversion and it has given no consideration to the economic impact of such a conversion of farmiand. The pian must to
look for ways to reduce the loss of fanmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help feed our growing
population, continue to contribute to the largest economic base in California as well as the most important agricultural
economy in the world, while at the same time provide habitat for wild life.

Fanmers can't provide habitat or feed people or contribute to the economy without land and without reliable and affordable
water. Cal-Fed must develop environmentally sound water storage with adequate yield. Additional water storage will belp
provide water supply for the envi and future i d water supply for urban use without taking water supply
away from agricufture.

Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final so that the public and the agriculture
industry can better understand how the Cal-Fed plan has changed and how it will affect people and agriculture. Further,
Cal-Fed should not finalize the plan unil there has been adequate opportunity to review and comment.

Sincernl/y.v ' \/ Vi -
/- fan
Robert Nash, Executive Officer

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Rep. Wally Herger
Governor Gray Davis
State Sen. Maurice Johannesen
Assembly Member Dick Dickerson
Chairman of the Shasta County Board of Supervisors, Irwin Fust
Chairman of the Siskiyous County Board of Supervisors, Kay Bryan

” Shasta County Farm Bureau

3605 Becheili Lane = Redding, CA96002 = {530} 223-2358 = E-mail info@shastafarmbureau com

August 10, 2000 RECEIVED
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director AUG 2 1 2000
?ﬁf#ﬁ’;ﬁ:&?ﬁ? GALFED Bay-Delta Program
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/ETR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a member of Shasta County Farm Bureau rep over 1600 b 1 feel it is necessary to comment on

your recently releascd EIS/EIR for the Cal-Fed plan. Iam concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect tht_e .
eavironment on farms and ranches, Not only is Agriculture vital to the well being of California’s environment, it is
also the number one industry. According to the EIS/EIR, Cal-Fed plans to convert nearly a quarter of a million acres
of farmiand to habitat and other uses. Before it takes this drastic step, it should study the environmental impact of that
land conversion.

As a farmer 1 understand that wildlife habitat is crucial in keeping our land profitable. We are stewards of the land and
we want to be partners in environmental restoration. But we oppose requirements that tell us what to grow and how to
grow it based upon what is deemed important. Cal-Fed must work with us in a cooperative spirit, with the same goals
in mind.

C ly, to maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable and affordable water. (;aI-ng
must move aggressively to develop now water storage that provides adequate yicld. Without more storage, California
won't have enough water for the environment in dry years. That means water will be taken away from farms,
especially during droughts. Without water, farmland loses its value as habitat and as a vita! food resource for
California’s growing population.

Cal-Fed needs to hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final, It’s responsibility shouldlbc in.
clarifying i ddressing by the citizens that are going to be affected by drastic changu‘m their
land use and availability of water. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to
review it, comment on it, and make some educated decisions on the future of water in California.

Sincerely,

AP

Kurt Urricelqui

President, Shasta County Farm Bureau

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis County Supervisor Kehoe
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Maurice Johannessen County Supervisor Wilson

Rep. Wally Herger Assembly Member Dick Dickerson County Supervisor Fust
County Supervisor Clarke County Supervisor Hawes

Tri-Counties Young Farmers and Ranchers
Name_ \Jann fer  Howoonsdo REC.
Adiress Q1207 N, Csttbatooed. ElveD

AUG 2 1 2009
é S‘ MWM

RE: CAL-FED Final EIS/EIR

August 17, 2000

Steva Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CALFED Bay Detta Program

1416 Ninth St. Suite 1155

Sacramento, Ca. 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a member of the Tri-Counties Young Fammers and Ranchers, 1feel itis necessary to respond to your recent
releasa of the Cal-Fed final EIS/EIR report. | am concerned about how Cal-Fed programs will affect the environment
and vitality on farms and ranches not only throughout the state, but also thosa located within Shasta, Tehama, and
Lassen counties.

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmiand as a valuable envil ! Your proposed plan will take
out nearty 250,000 acres of production agriculture. There has not basn enough thought put into the long-term effects of
this drastic fand conversion.

In addition, there needs to be an emphasis on surface water storage and point of origin labellng. Water stored
needs to be readily avallable to the farmers and ranchers within the area that it originates in imes of need. Raising the
Shasta Dam is not going to alleviate the problem of accessible water in the central and southem valley, instead more
high flows from wet winters need to be contained and stored in above ground reservoirs to insure that there is enough
water in drought condiions.

| think that Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Itis your
responsibility to tefl us how its plan has changed and how itwill effect the people before making a final decision that
could be irreversible and inetrievable.

unties Young Fanmers and Ranchers

Additional Comments:

cc Senalor Dlanne Feinsteln Governor Gray Davis State Assembly Sam Aanestad
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senalor Maurice Joh State / bly Dick Dickerson
+ Rep. Wally Hergor * Stats Senator Tim Lesfle

LARRY A. GILBERT
945 East Worthington Road
IMPERIAL, CA 92251-9764

August 20, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1418 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

| am concerned that Cal-Fed’s proposed program to divert water away
from agriculture will not only reduce agricuitural production and adversely
affect the economy, but will also result in a net loss to the environment.

Water is used by cultivated plants to produce food and fiber, stimulate
our economy, clean our atmosphere and enhance its oxygen content, and
provide food and enhanced habitat for many species of birds and terrestrial
animals (including game species). The channels and reservoirs conveying
water to farms provide additional acres of water habitat for a wide variety of
fish and other aquatic life, including birds. Agriculture areas include nutrient-
rich habitats that range from arid to wetlands, from open to tree-covered,
and from open space fo urban.

Removing nearly a quarter million acres from agricultural uses can
become part of a misguided trend toward converting habitat-rich farmland
back into a comparative environmental wasteland, with only minor benefits
to a few in-stream species. This wouid be a great tragedy.

No agricuitural land should be retired from production without a
thorough, comprehensive study which includes an analysis of the
environmental benefits that would be lost by eliminating the agricuitural use
of the water.

Consider the Imperal-Coachella Valleys, where | farm. Water is
diverted thru hundreds of miles of new waterways and tremendously

C—029747
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enhancas the environmental productivity of nearly a million acres into a
species-rich environmental wonderland. Results include the production of o 02355 O (oneBrove e

more than a billion dollars worth of food and fiber products, a home for

about 400 species of birds (a bird watchers' and hunters’ paradise), and the Teaava 3 //4/00 fled Blue <a 7600

most productive fishery in California. COUNTY RECENED
California farms are capital intensive. They must have a reliable water F

supply to justify the large investments that make their efficiency the envy of ARM AUG 23 2000

the world. Califomnia needs a more reliable water supply for its farms, not BUREAU M $Teve GRA e, Aing fxecoris DitecTon CALFED By Deia Program

more uncertainty about water rights and supply.

Cal-Fed is proposing a drastic move. Such a change must not be
made unless and until a comprehensive and full analysis of anticipated
results has been completed and fully disclosed to the public. Then a full
opportunity for public review and time to comment must be provided.

Sincerely, ~

Larry A Gilbert

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Dave Kelley
Rep. Duncan Hunter Assemblyman Jim Battin

I. C. Supervisor Dean Shores
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August 19, 2000

M, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St,, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am a Placer County Cattie Rancher relatively smail in size. However, I am deeply concemed with the
future of Agriculture in Placer County. I was raised on a small Farm here in Placer County and I want the
same for my kids. 1 have volunteered much of my free time to the Fish and Game Dept. in Northern
California, so I am quite familiar with the challenges of preserving wildlife habitat.

I have a full time job with Pacific Bell Telephone Company, so I am also fully aware of the future plans of
urban growth in Placer County. This type of dynamic growth oftea times squeezes out the wildlife leaving
nearby ranches their only refuge. These nearby ranches rely on local water supply for grazing and crops
that directly benefit local wildlife. Without this water supply, we would have (in many areas) nothing less
than wasteland covered with star thistle.

1 realize that in many cases ignorance is bliss, however, this subject of Cal-Fed concerns me enough that [
do not wish to remain ignorant. [ would like to see public hearings held on this matter, as wellas a
thorough outline supplied to the local Farm Bureau to be disseminated to the local ranchers, prior to the
public hearings. In all systems there must be a balance, and I truly believe that local farms and ranches
play an integral part of local ecosystems. It is for this reason that our side must be heard before any new
policies are put into action. Thank you for your consideration on this matter,

Sincemly;

thm‘%A/'Eslingr MM

Cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Governor Gray Davis

C-029748
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August 13, 2000 RECE!VED 08/16/00
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
AU 21 200 Cal-Fed Bay Delta Program

Mr. Steve Ritchi CALFED 1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Acting Executive Director Bay-Deli Program Sacramento, CA 95814 RE: Final Programmatic EIR/EIS

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155 Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Sacramento, CA 95814

- 1am writing to you today as a concerned farmer and Past President of the Monterey
Dear Mr. Ritchie: County Farm Bureau Board of Directors. I am extremely concemed about how the Cal-
Tulare Co 5 5 L X Fed programs will impact the environment of our state’s farms and ranches. The
N “,;*ﬁhy Farm Bureau is ;,zm‘f'l “:n’?m.ﬂ‘ °?“f"mu°'{f°p"s‘t."g"3f::n°’ 3,000 . agricultural industry is the number one economic engine in our county and in our state,
e the moral :;:l;unity works to fin acing p of the farm, the farm family and we are a vital part of the environment of California. The proposed conversion of

The Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program released its final environmenta! impact report on July 21, 2000,
giving people only until August 21, 2000 to comment on it—in writing. We feel that a 30-day
commient pegiod to digest over 6,000 pages is not sufficient time. We urge you to extend the
period to review the lengthy document. The report is long, complicated and technical,

We urge you to reconsider holding public hearings to explain what the effects of this plan will
have on our agriculture community, and others as well. Many changes were made to the report.
The public needs to have an opportunity to understand, digest and discuss this complex
document.

1t is our opinion that Cal- Fed needs to move more qun:kly to develcp surface water storage with
dequate yield to [ needs, Drought

always takes a serious toll on California” scnvu'or;mmt and eccnomy Without new storage and
additional yield, we will continue to have disastrous years ahead.

Sincerely,
Kerry Whitson
President
KWrcl

OUR MISSION: To promote and enhance the viability of Tulare County agriculture

RECEIVED
August 16, 2000

AUS 2 1 2000
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director CALFED Bay-Dalta
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program Progee
1416 Ninth $t,, Suite 1155
Sacramento, Ca. 95814

Re; Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie,

Agriculture is one of California’s most important activities. The feeding, clothing and improving the well
being of the people of California, as wetl as the people of the world, is the result of farming in the state.
Cal-Fed must give significant attention 10 the water needs of this industry,

‘The ability of Agriculture to supply the needs of the peaple and provide economical enrichment to
California is being threatencd by the loss of farmland, unrelisble water supply and other conditions. The
Cal-Fed plan will 2dd to the problem by causing the loss of about 250,000 acres of farmland.

Agricultural land taken out of production may be developed in to other uses that result in the permanent
loss of habitat. Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. It is important that
there is adequate and affordable water available for farming and habitats. New and improved water
storage facilities should be considered to provide water during dry years to all users.

I belicve that Cal-Fed should explain it's plan before it becomes final. How has the plan changed and how
will it affect the people of California? The people should be alfowed to review the final plan and have
their input.

Sincerely,

Coped firi=

Clifford Prather

391 S EARLHAKM ST
ORANGE, CA 1363

over a quarter million acres of farmland into habitat and other uses, without an analysis of
the impacts of that type of land conversion is unconscionable! Your Cal-Fed program
must seek ways to avoid this type of whole scale removal of California farmland from
production!

As a fifth generation California farmer myself, the Cal-Fed proposal is not only
logistically unrealistic, but blatantly offensive to my family, who have a long history of
being active participants in our strong agricuitural economy. Farmers and ranchers in our
state are the premier stewards of our land, as it is our heritage and our legacy to the
fature, Without the positive contribution of our state’s farmers and ranchers the entire
state and its citizens will suffer an irrevocable loss. California agriculture needs a stable
and affordable supply of water to maintain and increase our efficiency and productivity;
but we must all work together to develop new water storage capacity within the state to
deal with our long-range needs. Your plan as proposed would take away precious water
from our state’s farmers and ranchers in drought years, which would negatively impact
not only agriculture, but also the habitat and the state’s economy as weli as that of the
global consumers our agriculture also serves.

Cal-Fed needs to hold more public hearings to cxpla.in it'sp , before they b

final, and in these mcctmgs explam to every citizen in the state how your plans will affect
the people. As productive agr ives of California, we demand
an opportunity to dequately review and ton your proposals!

Sincerely,

Benny Jefferson

R CE'IVE

Case van Steyn
11823 Carroll Road As 2 2mp
EIk Grove, CA 95758 Mg,
M., ')W
"

August 16, 2000

M, Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95874

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr, Ritchie:

As a Sacramento County dairy farmer, 1 am concerned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July

21. I respectfully request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much too
large to digest and much too complex to understand. I also request you hold hearings to explain what the
Cal-Fed program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, I have been concerned about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the lack
of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment continues to
require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from farmers,

Water for farms is used to grow plants, Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air. Farming
provides wildlife habitat while producing food. T continue to pay taxes on that land and survive on the
income. This farmland has been in my family for generations. It is sustainable. ] am not destroying the
environment; I am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it provides for
numerous animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in California, yet 75
percent of the wildlife babitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

1 have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and cared for.
When the government decides to buy land because of 2 particular species, that species often goes
elsewhere because the government fails to manage the land properly.

Again, I request you grant additi ime for comments and hold public hearings before you implement
the plan.

Sincer:

ccr Senator Diaane Feinstein Govemnor Gray Davis Sacramento County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Patrick Johnston
Rep. Richard Pombo Assembly Member Helen Thompson

C—0297409

C-029749



Doug Priest RECE'VED

P.O. Box 265 AUG 2 1 2000
Yolo, CA 95697 SALFED Bay-Dalts Program

August 11, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cai-Fed Bay-Deita Program

1418 Ninth St., Suits 1155

Sacramento, CA 85814

Re: Finai Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a Yolo County farmer | am concerned with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21. | respectfully
raquest you give us more time to review and comment on your document. It is much too large to digest
and much too complex to understand. | also request you hold hearings to explain what the Cal-Fed
program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, | have besn concerned about the loss of fanmland, loss of water and the
lack of prograss on storage. As California's population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air. Farming
provides wildlife habitat while producing food. | continue to pay taxes on that land and survive on the
income. This farmiand has been in my family for generations, It is sustainable. | am not destroying the
environment; | am helping to preserve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it provides
for numerot:s animals and plants? Right now, the government owns about half the land in Califoria,
yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat Is on private land. Why do you think that is?

{ have an answer. The animals like what we are doing. Our land and water is well managed and cared
for. When the govemment decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species often goes
slsewhere bscause the government fails to manage the land properly.

Again, | request you grant additional time for comments and hoid public hearings before you implement
the plan.

@:;ﬁ@g

cc: Senator Dianne Fsinstein Governor Gray Davis

Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator K. Maurice Johannessen
Rep. Doug Ose Assembly Member Richard Dickerson
Yolo County Board of Supervisrs Assembly Member Helen Thomsen

1615 haLF rd » MORGAN hiLL
CALIFORNIA « 95037
(408) 779-5467

FRESH AND DRIED FRUITS

«@ MARiANiORCbARdS

August 16, 2000

AUB 21 2000
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Bxecutive Diractor CALFED
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program Bay-Dalta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic RIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am an apricot, cherry and peach grower from the Santa
Clara Valley. Our family farms about 70 acres of orchards in
Morgan Hill and we receive water for irrigation purposes from the
Bureau of Reclamation via the Santa Clara Valley Water District.
Although the Cal-Fed plan can seriously affect the availability
of our irrigation water, my comments regarding the Cal-Fed plan
relate to California's agricultural industry as a whole.

The Cal-Fed plan to convert nearly 250,000 acres of farmland
to habitat and other uses is of great concern to me and many of
my fellow farmers. A comprehensive study should be initiated to
determine the environmental & economic impact of such a land
conversion. Cal-Fed must seek ways to avoid converting farmland
to other uses. Entire communities and groups of farm workars
could be negatively affected by the Cal-Ped program.

I believe that in trying to protect the environment, the
Cal-Fed plan could actually harm the environment, Many species
of wildllte currentiy occupy tfie ralmiaud Cai~foi propuses LU -
take out of production agriculture. This wildlife is present
because of the habitat provided by farmers and ranchers.
Historically, the government has not done an good job of
protecting and repopulating these species. Cooperative
arrang ts with land rs8 have worked better.

Parmers & Ranchers can run wildlife-friendly, productive
operations only if they have an adequate, reliable, and
affordable water supply. Farmland will lose its value both as
habitat and as a vital food resource for California's growing
population.

Government already owns fifty percent of California's one
hundred million acres. I believe the Cal-Fed plan should conduct
its habitat~restoration work on existing government-owned land
instead of converting even more private land to government
ownership., California farmland is a natural resource of global
importance and needs to remain in agricultural production.

C—029750

RECEIVED

Jeff Shimada
520 Buena Tierra Drive AUG 2 1 2000
Woodland, CA 95695 BALFED Bay-Delta Program

August 11, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As a Yolo County farmer | am concemed with the final Cal-Fed EIS/EIR released July 21. | respecfully
request you give us more time to review and comment on your document. it is much too large to digest
and much too complex to understand. | also request you hold hearings to explain what the Cal-Fed
program will mean to us.

Through this entire process, | have been concemned about the loss of farmland, loss of water and the
lack of progress on storage, As California's population continues to grow and the environment
continues to require more water, that water should come from newly developed storage, not from
farmers.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air. Farming
provides wildiife habitat while producing food. | continue to pay taxes on that land and survive on the
income. This farmland has been in my family for generations. It is sustainable. 1 am not destroying the
environment; | am helping to presarve it.

Do we really want to lose thousands of acres of farmland in California and lose the habitat it provides
for numerous animals and plants? Right now, the govemment awns about half the land in California,
yet 75 percent of the wildlife habitat is on private land. Why do you think that is?

| have an answer. The animals like what we are doing, Our land and water is well managed and cared
for, When the government decides to buy land because of a particular species, that species often goes
elsewhere because the government fails to manage the land properly.

Again, | request you grant additionai time for comments and hold public hearings before you implement
the plan.

Sincerely, _

Y S

Jeff Shimada

cc: Senator Dianne Felnstein Govemor Gray Davis

Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator K. Maurics Johannessen
Rep. Doug Ose Assembly Member Richard Dickerson
Yolo County Board of Supervisrs Assembly Member Helen Thomson

As a farmer, I recognize and support the need to use water
more efficiently and have installed, at great capital expense, a
micro sprinkler irrigation system on our family's 70 acre orchard
operation. California farmers as a whole have increased
agricultural production by two-thirds since 1967, while using
less water. Farmers generally don't need additional new water.
But farmers recognize that the need to insure that there is
enough water to satisfy Cal-Ped's environmental goals, especially
in dry years will seriously impact the availability of water to
California's farmers and ranchers. It is my feeling the only way
to guarantee adequate water supplies for all uses, especially
during droughts, is to capture more water during wet winters
especially in above ground reservoirs. PFarmers know the
priorities for water are for environmental and urban uses. In
years of water shortages farmers, farm workers and many small
communities will suffer as a result of lost water supplies.

Last year at the sixteen Cal-Fed hearings held around the
state 800 farmers, ranchers and their families and neighbors
testified on behalf of California agricultura. These people are
stewards of the environment, managing land and water that
produces food, wildlife and oxygen. It is a great disappointment
to me that Cal-Fed and its agencies have turned a deaf ear to the
concerns of these California citizens.

- Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan until citizens have
adequate opportunity to review and comment upon it. It is too
encompassing a plan to rush to implementation. For this reason,
Cal-Fed should extent the comment period on the final EIS/BIR and
also hold public hearings to explain what the plan actually does
and how it will affect the people of California.

— y . .

Mitchell Mariani

cc: Senator Dianne Peinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren
Governor Gray Davis
state Sen. Bruce McPherson
Assemblyman Peter Frusetta
Santa Clara County Supervisor Don Gage
Santa Clara Valley Water District Board of Directors

C-029750
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August 18, 2000 AUS 21 2000
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director CALFED Bay-elta Program
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuable
environmental resource. The Cal-Fed plan would take nearly 250,000 acres our
of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to the environmental
impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to loak for ways to reduce the
loss of farmland.

Cal-Fed should werk with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation.
That way the land can help feed our growing population and provide habitat
at the same time.

Farmers can't provide habitat or feed people without reliable and
affordable water. Cal-Fed must develop water storage with adequate yield.
New ge will help g water for the environment in dry years, so
water wont have to be taken away from farms.

1 think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before
they become final. Cal-Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it
will affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan until citizens have
adequate opportunity to review and respond to the plan.

Sincerely, _
AR TTAece —
Kristie Tierce
cC:
Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Wesley Chesbro
Repr ive Mike Thomp A bly Member Virginia Strom-Martin
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RECEIVED

AUG 24 2000
LARRY A. GILBERT GALFED Bay-Dolta Program Consider the Imperal-Coachella Valleys, where | farm. Water is
945 East Worthington Road diverted thru hundreds of miles of new waterways and tremendously
IMPERIAL, CA 92251-9764 enhances the environmental productivity of nearly a million acres into a
species-rich environmental wonderiand. Results include the production of
August 20, 2000 more than a billion dollars worth of food and fiber products, a home for
about 400 species of birds (a bird watchers’ and hunters’ paradise), and the
most productive fishery in California.
California farms are capital intensive. They must have a reliable water
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director supply to justify the large investments that make their efficiency the envy of
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program the world. California needs a more reliable water supply for its farms, not
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155 ) more uncertainty about water rights and supply.
Sacramento, CA 95814 Cal-Fed is proposing a drastic move. Such a change must not be
made unless and until a comprehensive and fult analysis of anticipated
Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR results has been completed and fully disclosed to the public. Then a full
opportunity for public review and time to comment must be pravided.
Dear Mr. Ritchie:
Sincerely, ~ .
1 am concerned that Cal-Fed's proposed program to divert water away
from agricuiture will not only reduce agricultural production and adversely % W : T
affect the economy, but will also result in a net loss to the environment. )
Water is used by cultivated plants to produce food and fiber, stimulate Larry A Gilbert
our economy, clean our atmosphere and enhance its oxygen content, and
provide food and enhanced habitat for many species of birds and terrestrial
animals (including game species). The channels and reservoirs conveying cc. Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Govemor Gray Davis
water to farms provide additional acres of water habitat for a wide variety of Senator Barbara Boxer State Senator Dave Kelley
fish and other aquatic life, including birds. Agriculture areas include Rep. Duncan Hunter Assemblyman Jim Battin
nutrient-rich habitats that range from arid to wetlands, from open to tree- l.C. Supervisor Dean Shores

covered, and from open space to urban.

Removing nearly a quarter million acres from agricultural uses can
become part of a misguided trend toward converting habitat-rich farmiand
back into a comparative environmental wasteland, with only minor benefits
to a few in-stream species. This would be a great tragedy.

No agricultural land should be retired from production without a
thorough, comprehensive study which includes an analysis of the )
environmental benefits that would be lost by eliminating the agricuitural use

of the water.
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P.O.Box 1248 24 2000
Arbuckle , CA 95912 CALFED Bay-Dalta Program
August 21, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth 8t,, Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814 - _

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear M. Rifchle: - —

1 am writing to ask you to extend the time to read and co on the final ronmental report
released July 21. | also belleve Cal-Fed should hold public hearings on the plan, so we who must
_abide by It can understand how we fitinto the plan. -
1 am a third generation almond farmer in Comsa County. our family operation farms over 1,500
acres of all We of the land and are ever concerned
about énvironmentat impacts. Cal-Fed shuuld conduct habitat-restoration work on existing
goveriment-owned Iand before it begins acquiring more fand.

The government already owns haif the land in California, yet 75 percent of the wildlife exists on
privately owned land. We have done a better job of maintaining habitat than has the government.

= We take serious our roles of stewards of the environment and wish to be pariners with the
govemment. Cal-Fed should voluntary habitat-conservation
efforts.

Cal-Fed needs lo move more quickly to develop surface water storage with adequate yield to

and needs. Water conservation cannot
make the same su'ldas it has made in the past. We will work to become more efficient, but
drought will take a serious toll on California’s environment and economy unless new storage with
additional yield comes on line sgon.

e i

cct Senator Dlanne Fienstein Govemor Gray Davis  Colusa County Supervisors
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Maurice Johannessen
Rep. Doug Oss Assembly Member Dick Dickerson
PO. Bex M B -
o AUS 24 2000
Fororz, Cf g53 } =
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Donna L. Furlong RECE,VED
P.O. Box 564 AUG 24 2000
Valley Ford, CA 94972-0564 - CALFED Bay-Deita

(707) 782-9582

August §%, 2000 _

M. Steve Ritchie

Acting Executive Director
Cal Fed Bay Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal Fed plans to convert nearly a quarter of a million acres of farmland to habitat and
other uses. The environmental impact of that conversion should be thoroughly studied.
Cal Fed should also study the impact of taking that much farmland out of production.
People should count too. How many hungry mouths would that feed?

To maintain productive and wildlife-friendly farms, farmers need reliable dnd affordable
water. Cal Fed should be moving more aggressively toward developing new water
storage that provides adequate yield. Without adequate storage, water will be taken from
farms for the homes of California’s growing population. That growing population also
needs to eat.

Cal Fed should hold public hearings so citizens have an apportunity to corament and to
understand how it will affect people.

Sincerely,

fve 275

Donna L. Furlong
President, Marin County Farm Bureau

ok Osglramsomad

0 [$ox7700
Temestoin Ca ?SS;Z'?
DH Stewe Rikha< .

RECEIVED
“ZTAUG 24 2000
CALFED Bay-Deita Program

Dzm/ - Q"l"'e""“' R

T aw & fw.lr/?ﬂw A é)ow‘(l’\-l-a‘srv% ,'“, 7::0@\)_ . C;"M/e‘}

T houx Taton e~ aq;é,’v«ﬂ, ﬁ«& /a CGh\Mw‘é[’h—% - Ca]

f,'( TsSMS
T o readd :;M/(W«wv/e oAbl C/NJ FIR,

MLQ“}_A qujc, l, I also lof v eoworbinr g,cé
o6 Pu&b(n'\. hega by, s i o S0 wt whe mesh
Gn.\efc)\»- \lat.\ |‘+ WJu,w:-éc»—»vf ;\ol«) W WLE. /Oaaf /.(_

€4 Mwto Plcwx
Cel Fal  puned to

& I/ 4&'&%

Q,L f—/,'“c_,Q Dro%rcww»uL'c, Efs/f'[/{

T - e~ Q.f&/’

Can

e U S“"“U(‘L!: Gand Sl(h«_tu./Q‘S/

Yo o‘{g_wi\op serlace  waskor 5<éom¢y, $o codiess i nuJJ
o% 'I)u. puPL . {,Ueu‘l’«»/ C&)r\@bu‘fl"ov- _g/c\,w‘.«oH; %w[{,\_'
$le sou—-e sd ridas A has made in e P?’S\L

jlﬁ&zﬁvs/w

Tué\w !/S/o.«_,u'goh,) .

_ 1Y 2000
Me Srave Igeas, e rwe Eraecire Dresiroe Huowst!Y,

Car-Fro Boy—Lexti [ Poserm , :

14970 Miwmt Sreeday Seirz [/55 - -~ - = - RECEIVED
AUG 24 2000

CALFED Bay-Delta Program

Rz, Fraun. (Feoss v ATIC £ /y,g/‘e
ﬂ!”" Se, [Cwmrk: N
T P /751«#& You To Enrawd /NéTM( 7 /?EI!-D o

Commm ary 6)/\17—’ [~ rro . Bty eor s 2wT b /29/"”‘7_ /?Z“Mw *7—‘:""/2/

f—r (JpurD yer Gauu fwe Ym Coe- F»w 7 //w :Pauc feneris’
T re ﬁfwjﬂso; Se Towse (27 L Do ,/:— /]}F¢ors)d,/

C(,uow.es?ﬁﬂw Mzu (L,Q/z /Z:r /,d,;

i 2
oz JQMU Shrs Jr e Go fenso ensiae i Joparizvasn
/M/’/HLT Op I%’f’m /q &u:m?ﬁf' /%u.zou /¢¢/&65 é)/’ @“FW”W” N
[reacanmd. L)/u@e /s Tre e pumen woers Lo CUMNI'V“F oM /

6»)0—6/“""
et
st R

- V*V/umm
Pﬁl?o/yé/z
pn 25 VO U PRI .
Tn > Ssmary

fwé’

: ;, 70 (' w 40 K RECEIVED
w f 37 - AUE 94 3000
M L VEsad CALFED Y2y-05it9 Progran

g‘”‘“"’t W 8/%/""’

,L,QJLM m "/C;/f‘/w; ,;
9 svrs

)
&4) o/ MM ) »4)/' ’iu,yn/r‘-&_» @’1‘“'/? A”M&
(,(/MZC—Z' b o) W«»J G ) bl 2t :Z;?M/u o
“ @MM ﬂ* o /LM e Ayt ot =

g

IR N

77?‘- .
(3 , cuwb&,"m Efrn. @b ‘L—- — ,ﬁ 8 1ede /6“ -t S
. Ao /tMv( whe Y “ 7
ant 7;;5; p A s
b/imbAAJ;u_C %‘“/ L M //":A' / Q PPN [ W#
Sod Caneer Fre” Febn 0&’:{’ &ut J"“"’"wl&d
. Zﬂm, LT~ B I
Quts :M-ﬁ Aol ans - C‘“‘J ;,\ﬂAPewéa; Qe BT
'Z - 6 A Londlrgrars' . B Jbirer /&27 B
u,kwe Gt g (?——Mdj-'ﬁ,g,,f-jwm/ﬂla‘f ’ N
e & e 7 ot Acvehams
“ /(P‘Vtc#jg-&-iz'm Cerv— Wé"" ﬁw)&m e it e
Md/fgﬂ-' . G20 - ‘_’(;_AZ JAREE . i -
bt o, Ll

PRIl

/":f-u,
f,./%{ /J/C‘fu\ ),;«.,:E'zdff) /'c'é""(:ﬂy\‘ z.,._:‘ . = , .

iy - - .

i

“/ﬂ/u/ éf, /)
- - . - - o _ . . -
ose. [&meler = ST

C—0297514

C-029754



RECEIVED
- AUS 2.8 2000

CALFED Bay-Delta Program

August 16, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie,

As a Sonoma County dairy farmer and grape grower, I am very concerned with the final Cal-Fed
EIS/EIR. Please allow my family and I more time to review and comment. I would also like to
request Cal-Fed hold public hearings regarding the plan so we may better understand how our -
farming operation will be affected by it.

As1 understand the EIS/EIR, one million acres in California will be taken for the preservation of
the envi ‘What if th ds of those acres are the alfalfa fields from which much of our
feed comes? What if acreage is taken that includes water storage that many farmers depend
upon? What would happen to the wildlife we currently have and enjoy on our ranch?

We are proud of the fact that we are good stewards of the land and practice environmentally
sound farming techniques. We plan to pass on our farming operation, land and it’s environmental
responsibilities to the fifth generation of Buchers. Iknow this land will be well maintained for
many, many years to come. Please, don’t take it from us.

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public ‘hearings before you
implement the plan.

Sincerely,

Tory Bucher
Bucher Farms

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Wesley Chesbro

Rep. Mike Thompson Assembly Member Virginia Strom-Martin
County Sup. Mike Reilly '

5285 Westside Road  Healdsburg, CA 95448 » {707) 433-2916 ¢ Fax (707) 433-0281

- RE CEIvEp
o Alg 2 g 2000
CALrEp Bay-Dajgy Program

BUCHER FARMS
August 16,2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suvite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie,

As a Sonoma County dairy farmer and grape grower, I am very concerned with the final Cal-Fed
EIS/EIR. Please allow my family and I more time to review and comment. I would also Iike to
request Cal-Fed hold public hearings regarding the plan so we may better understand how our
farming operation will be affected by it. .o

As T understand the EIS/EIR, one million acres in California will be taken for the preservation. of
the environment. What if thousands of those acres are the alfalfa fields from which much of our
feed comes? What if acreage is taken that includes water storage that many farmers depend
upon? What would happen to the wildlife we currently have and enjoy on our ranch?

We are proud of the fact that we are good stewards of the land and practice environmentally
sound farming techniques. We plan to pass on our farming operation, land and it’s environmental
responsibilities to the fifth generation of Buchers. I know this land will be well maintained for
many, many years to come. Please, don’t take it from us.

Again, T request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you
implement the plan. ’

Sincerely,

Namemane 3 udher

Annemarie Bucher
Bucher Farms

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Wesley Chesbro
Rep. Mike Thompson Assembly Member Virginia Strom-Martin
County Sup. Mike Reilly

5285 Westside Road « Healdsburg, CA 95448 e (707) 433-2916 = Fax (707) 433-0281
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August 16, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie,

As a Sonoma County dairy farmer and grape grower, I am very concerned with the final Cal-Fed
EIS/EIR. Please allow my family and I more time to review and comment. I would also like to
request Cal-Fed hold public hearings regarding the plan so we may better understand how our
farming operation will be affected by it.

As understand the EIS/EIR, one million acres in California will be taken for the preservation of
the envil What if tk ds of those acres are the alfalfa fields from which much of our
feed comes? What if acreage is taken that includes water storage that many farmers depend
upon? What would happen to the wildlife we currently have and enjoy on our ranch?

We are proud of the fact that we are good stewards of the land and practice environmentally
sound farming techniques. We plan to pass on our farming operation, land and it’s environmental
responsibilities to the fifth generation of Buchers. I know this land will be well maintained for
many, many years to come. Please, don’t take it from us.

Again, T request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you
implement the plan.

Sincerely,

Buchon

Jée Bucher
Bucher Farms

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Wesley Chesbro
Rep. Mike Tt Assembly Member Virginia Strom-Martin
County Sup. Mike Reilly

5285 Westside Road * Healdsburg, CA 95448 « (707) 433-2916 * Fax (707) 433-0281
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August 16, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie,

As a Sonoma County dairy farmer and grape grower, I am very concerned with the final Cal-Fed
EIS/EIR. Please allow my family and I more time to review and comment. I would also like to
request Cal-Fed hold public hearings regarding the plan so we may better understand how our
farming operation will be affected by it. -

As T understand the EIS/EIR, one million acres in California will be taken for the preservation of
the envil What if th ds of those acres are the alfalfa fields from which much of our
feed comes? What if acreage is taken that includes water storage that many farmers depend
upon? What would happen to the wildlife we currently have and enjoy on our ranch?

We are proud of the fact that we are good stewards of the land and practice environmentally
sound farming techniques. We plan to pass on our farming operation, land and it’s environmental
responsibilities to the fifth generation of Buchers. I know this land will be well maintained for
many, many yeass to come. Please, don’t take it from us.

Again, I request you grant additional time for comments and hold public hearings before you
implement the plan.

Sincerely, )
John Bucher

Bucher Farms

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Wesley Chesbro
Rep. Mike Tt A bly Member Virginia Strom-Martin

P

County Sup. Mike Reilly

5285 Westside Road » Healdsburg, CA 95448 » (707) 433-2916 © Fax (707) 433-0281

C-029755
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Midge Swickard AYG 2 8 2000
490-425 Highway 139 § —
Susanvifle, Ca. 96130 TALHED Bay-Dolla Program
Steve Ritchie August 22, 2000
Acting Executive Director

Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth St. Suite 1155
Sacramento, Ca. 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie and Cal-Fed Members,

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director

Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

This letter shall serve as my comments on your final environmental report released on July 21,

2000. Initially, I am quite disturbed and aged with your dingly short timeline of 30 days RE: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

to submit comments on the thousands of pages of the report and with your refusal to hold any further
public hearings on the plan. For an organization that was premised on consensus building to solve
the Bay-Delta’s water plans, your methodology seems to indicate a preconceived bureaucratic agenda
attempting to make an end run around public input from notice and comment procedures.

is approached with an initial set of predetermined assumptions. The esror in your predetermined
assumptions is that the removal of this acreage from irrigation and cultivation will have no deleterious

Dear Mr. Ritchie:

P.O. BOX 151 « SUSANVILLE, CA 96130
TELEPHONE & FAX (530) 257-7242

RECEIVED
AUG 28 2000
CALFED Bay-Dalta Program

Cal-Fed must recognize Califomia farmland as a valuable environmentai resource, The Cal-Fed
plan would take nearty 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought

to the environmental impact of this [and conversion. The pian needs to look for ways to reduce
The current Cal-Fed plan will remove nearly a quarter of a million acres from agricultural the loss of farmland.
production. This is termed “unavoidable™ in the report. Nothing is “unavoidable” unless the problem

effects on the environment and will improve the Bay-Delta Estuary. habitat at the same time.

Farmland is important and often essential wildlife habitat for waterfowl, a variety of mammals
and the prey animals that feed on them. The removal of this land from production will have 2
devastating effect on overall wildlife numbers and 2 minimal positive effect on the Bay-Delta.
Farmers cannot run productive wildlife-friendly farms unless they have reliable and affordable water.
Removal of this water will convert thousands of acres of the Central Vailey into desert wasteland
drastically affecting air quality and destroying a significant habitat for California’s wildlife.

N review it and comment upon it.

The alternatives that Cal-Fed needs to explore further are (1) longer public comment period
and public hearings on final report; (2) immediate planning of reservoir storage sites for Sincerely,
environmental and urban water storage to eliminate Ag water reductions; (3) expend public funds for X
existing government land wildlife habitat development rather than further purchases of private land é ; f N A
by state and federal government entities, and (4) economic incentives to private landowners to (724 ﬂ / /’/
develop wildlife habitat to exist concurrent with irrigated agriculture. “Steve Fortin, President

. Lassen County Farm Bureau

The above alternatives should be prioritized above other Cal-Fed programs. Taking water

away from agriculture to sesvice “environmental” concerns is shortsighted, unnecessary and wiil SF: sm

actually damage overall wildlife habitat in California. Please do not allow this type of thinking to

prevail in the Cal Fed Process. cc: ss.;n‘aag' m;mn
Sincerely Yours, Representative Wally Herger
Midge Swickard
) vgam Tavlor
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Lassen County Farm Bureau fesis strongly that Cal-Fed should work with farmers on vo(u_ntary
habitat conservation. That way, the land can help feed our growing population and provide

But farmers cant provide habitat or feed people without reflable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water wont have to be taken away from farms.

tassen County Farm Bureau would encourage Cal-Fed to hold public hearings to explainits
plans before they become final. Cal-Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will
affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to

Govemor Gray Davis Lassen
State Senator Tim Leslie County
Assemblyman Sam Aanestad Supervisors
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DEMLER EGG RANCH W5 25 8
” Son ot ator Riverside County Farm Bureau, wsa=s>="""

San Jacinto, California 92582
21180 Box Springs Road, Suite 102, Moreno Valley, California 92557, USA

(909) 654-8168
FAX (909) 487-9766
idsCFB.com - FAX 90%/762-0621

Telephone 909/684-6732 - E-mal Pre

Viek our & www, 50:
ugust August 21, 2000
A 16,2000 sunoonecen | Mr. Steve Ritchis, Acting Executive Director
meve | Cal-Fed Bay-Deita Program
Aty Domanigoni
e 1418 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
CAL-FED BAY DELTA PROGRAM

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

As & Riverside County poultryman, I am very concerned with the Cal Fed EIS/EIR released July
21, 2000. Our family has been in the egg business for over 50 years. We currently have ranches
in Kern, San Diego and Riverside counties. Water is one of our most important commodities.
We are not farmers, but need water just as much. With over 3.5 million chickens in the family,
our need for water - especially in the is d

1 strongly urge you to extend the deadline. We need to hold public hearings where Cai-Fed can
explain its plan before it becomes final. It should not be finalized until we have had adequate time
to review it and comment upon it.

;nr:ly,

John E. Demler
DEMLER EGG RANCH

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein, Senator Barbara Boxer, Representative Mary Bono, Governor Gray
Davis, Assemblyman Jim Battin, State Senator Jim Bruelte

adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won't have to be taken away from
farms. A shortage in any part of the farm economy affects all farmers and
ranchers in Califomia.

Cal-Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect
people. The Cal-Fed plan should not be finalized until California's citizens
have an adequate opportunity to review and comment on it. | believe Cal-
Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become
final.

Sincerely,

Robert Eli Perkins
Executive Manager
Secretary

cc:

Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer

Rep. Mary Bono

Representative Ken Calvert
Repressntative Ron Packard
Governor Gray Davis

State Senator Jim Brulte

State Senator Ray Haynes

State Senator David Kelley
Assembly Member Jim Battin
Assembly Member Brett Graniund
Assembly Member Rod Pacheco
Assembly Member Bruce Thompson
Riverside County Supervisors

N viodived Sacramento, CA 85314

v oot Subject: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Loe Anderson,
Linden

%

Oon Rean
Mok Ocaper
Joha Giees.

Hollogewerth
Nownkeier | Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Sead Book
o oy California farmiand is a valuable environmental resource. Where the
Cal-Fed plan will take nearly 250,000 acres out of production, it will have
a significant environmental impact. Cal-Fed has not given enough
e | thought to this problem, and its plan needs to look for ways to reduce the
loss of farmland.

As a county Farm Bureau manager, | represent farmers and ranchers
sasoper throughout a Southem California county. Many of these farmers and
7seweny | ranchers are directly dependent on State Water Project water. The
remaining farmers and ranchers are certainly affected by the competing
et | demands for water and are indirectly affected by Bay-Deita decisions.
They share concerns of farmers and ranchers throughout the state that
the loss of farmiand under the Cal-Fed plan will have widespread adverse
effacts on agricultural productivity. They also worry that the emphasis on
reducing agriculture indicates that Cal-Fed fails to recognize California
farmland as a valuable environmental resource. As a representative of
these farmers and ranchers, [ am obligated to express their — and my —
concemns that the Cal-Fed plan as now presented is flawed and needs
additionat citizen input and improvements.

Cal-Fad should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation.
That way, the land can help feed our growing population and provide
habitat at the same time. But farmers can't provide habitat or feed people

o | without reliable and affordable water.
[ d It is absalutely essential that Cal-Fed develop water storage with

RECEIVED
AUG 1 4 2000
August 12, 2000
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program RECE'VED
1416 Ninth St. Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 5;5814 AUG 25 2000

GALFED Bay-Delta Program

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuable environmentai
resource. The Cal-Fed plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production.
Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to the environmental impact of this land
conversion. The plan needs to look for ways to reduce the loss of farmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation, That way,
the land can help feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same
time.

But farmers can't provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable
water. Cal-Fed must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will
help guarantee water for the environment in dry years, so water won't have to be
taken away from farms.

{ think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its pians before they
become final. Cal-Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will
affect people. Cal-Fed should not finalize its plan until citizens have adequate
opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely, >
" ———
i . McL;L/v
/iggfr?)”sf Fﬁdckert
“Water Advisor Riverside County Farm Bureau

27747 Lake St.
Hemet, CA 92544

Cc:. Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis ~ Supervisor Jim
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Ray Haynes Venable
Rep. Mary Bono Assembly Member Bruce Thompson
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RECEIVED

August 23, 2000 AUG 25 2000
RE: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR CALFED Bay-Dslta Program
Mr. Ritchie

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Ritchie,

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as a valuable environmental resource. The Cal-
Fed plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of produchon Cal-Fed has not given enough
thought to the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to look for
ways to reduce the loss of farmland.

Cal-Fed must recognize the importance of working with farmers on a voluntary habitat
conservation basis. That way, the land can help feed our growing population and provide
habitat at the same time.

The simple fact is that farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people without reliable and
affordable water. Cal-Fed must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will
help guarantee water for the environment in dry years, so water won’t have to be taken away
from farms., There must be long range planning to provide for our future.

1 think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final.
Cal-Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed
should not finalize its plan untl citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and
comment upon it.

Sincerely,

o 72 L.

Peter Orradre

ce: Senator Dianne Feinstein
Scnator Barbara Boxer
Rep. George Radanovich
Rep. Gary A. Condit
Statc Scnator Jim Costa
Governor Gray Davis
State Senator Richard Monteith
Assembly Member George Housce
Assembly Mcmber Dean Florcz
Madcra County. Supervisors

RONALD MARTELLA FARMS, INC.

< P o 920 Charles Road, Hughson, Califomia 95326
e N Phone: (209) 8834819« Fax: (209) 383-0819
Ms,\ FED 1D #94-2385104
August 9, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am a Stanislaus County farmer. I am & third generation farmer on this land. I am concerned
about the future, I ask that you:

1. Give us more time to review and comment on the final Cal-Fed environmental report
released July 21. I work more thag 60 houry 2 week on my operation and there is not enough
time to review the plan.

2. Please hold public hearings to explain this plan to us. The report is long, complicated
and technical.

1 am concerned about this document, as f understand it so far. I have lots of wildlife and habitat
on my operstion. I know that other farmers do, too. If Cal-Fed acquires several undred
thousand acres of land as planned, it will be detrimental to habitat.

I do not believe that Cal-Fed adequately studied the effects of such a large~scale land conversion.
I do not believe Cai-Fed tried hard enough to minimize farmland losses.

Sincerely, <
.
Kevin Chiesa

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Dick Monteith ~ Rep. Gary Condit

Assembly Member George House

Stavislaus County Supervisors
BN/
Wotly, T

Marieha's Woinut Huler « N Sweaping & Horvesting « Prunte Towea » Romocher Porls House

Hollandale Dairy
5829 River Road
Qakdale, CA 95361

August 9, 2000 ‘ '
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director o .
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program -
1416 Niath St., Suite 1155 \
Sactamertto, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/ETR

" Desr Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize Californis farmland as & valuable eavir 1 resc The Cal-Fed

plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to
the environmental impact of this land convession. The plan reeds to look for way:toreducethe

loss of fairmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time.
“But farmers c;‘n’tpmvide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed

must develop water storage with adequate yield: New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won't have to be taken away from farms,

1 think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final. Cal-

Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect peaple. Cal-Fed should not
finalize its plan until citizens have adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Smnerely, M L.
PeteDy 2; L. .

cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. DickMonteith ~ Rep. Gary Condit

Assembly Member Georgs House )

Stanislaus County San '
AT g / h
b(f »)) rl:’j of

N/t .
~Tom Orvis

Star Route Box 360

Farmington, CA 95230

August 9, 2000

M. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814 .

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

I am a Stanislaus and Calaveras rancher. My family has been.on this land for five geperations.
We ase concerned about the future, I ask that you:

1. Give us more time to review and comment on the finat Cal-Fed environmental report
released July 21. T work more than 60 hours a week on my operation and there is not enough
time to review the plan.

2. P]easeboldpubhchearmgstoc:q:lamthlsplanwus.ﬂ:emportubng,mmphcated
and technical.

I am concerned about this document, as I understand it so far. I have lots of wildlife and habitat
on my operation. I know that other farmers do, too, If Cal-Fed acquires several nmdred
thousandactuoflandup!mmd,mwﬂ]bedetnmcnmwhahm ;

IdonmbehzvethatCtLFedadequatelymnimdtheeﬂ‘ecuofs\mha]argc-scaklandconvcrsmn.
I do not believe Cal-Fed tried hard enough to minimize farmland losses.

Tom Orvis ) :
cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis Senator Barbara Boxer
State Sen. Dick Monteith ~ Rep, Gary Condit Assemblyman George House
Stanislaus County Supervisors ‘
NN D‘
/\/)/ ) ,‘ D —§‘;7
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CENTRAL
EVERGREEN CO.

5713 Shoemake
Modesto, CA 95358

GROWER & DISTRIBUTOR OF DECORATIVE GREENS

Angust 9, 2000
Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Program

1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

Cal-Fed must recognize California farmland as 2 valuable envi 1 The Cal-Fed
plan would take nearly 250,000 acres out of production. Cal-Fed has not given enough thought to
the environmental impact of this land conversion. The plan needs to kook for ways to reduce the
loss of farmland.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation. That way, the land can help
feed our growing population and provide habitat at the same time. -

But farmers can't provide habitat or feed people without reliable and affordable water. Cal-Fed
must develop water storage with adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won’t have to be taken away from farms.

I think Cal-Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become final Cal-
Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect people. Cal-Fed should not
finalize its plan until citizens bave adequate opportunity to review it and comment upon it.

Sincerely,
£ #
Floyd . Rydalch

cc:  Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis
Senator Barbara Boxer State Sen. Dick Monteith ~ Rep. Gary Condit

Assembly Member  George House
COPY

Stanislaus County Supervisors

5713 Shoemake Modesto, CA 95358 Office (209) 577-3243 Ranch (209) 523-0261 Fax (209) 549-1451

Cc: Senator Dick Monteith
Senator Patrick Johnston
Assemblyman Mike Machado
Assemblyman Anthony Pescetti
Dennis Cardoza
Governar Gray Davis
Representative Richard Pombo
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer

Stewart Bradley
11124 Walout Ave,
Oskdsle, CA 95361

August 9, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Director
Cal-Fed Bay-Delta Progr ‘
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Ré: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR

Desr Mr. Ritchie: . ’

A:lsmu'slmsCmmyﬁme;,!nmcanca-nedwiththnﬂnnl&!—FeéEXS/EﬂhdéuedJulyll.I
ynqumywﬁwmmmﬁmemrwiewmdcommmtonyourdommm.hkmuchmohrp

respoctfull;
wdigcsundmuduooeemplutoundmnd.Ilhorequatymhcldhuﬁngstouphinwhﬂthccd-
Fed program will mean to us. :

Thmnwthiseuﬁropmeal,Ihawbeencnm&ned;bwttbslmofﬁmhnd,lmofwﬂqrmdthohck
of progress on storage. As California’s population continues to grow and the environment continues to

. requiremoniwnw,mmshouldmeﬁvmwly-dﬂclépedm&mtﬁomfxm.

Water for farms is used to grow plants. Those plants give off oxygen and help clean the air, Farming
pmvidawildlifchahimwhﬂepfoducinsfood.Immﬁnuewpqummmhndmdmivoonm
income. This farmland has been in my family for g fons. It is inable. ] am not destroying the -
enviromment; 1 am helping to preserve it. . .
Dowemallymntmlmathomaafwuo{ﬁmhndincdifmilmdlusthchbimitpwvidufor
nnmaommﬁnnhmdphnu?Rigﬁmw,mapvmmmabanhdﬁhehndiuCaﬁfanh.yeﬂS
percent of the wildlife habitat js an private land. Why do you think that ia?

| havo an aoswer. The animals like what we are doing. Our lend and water is well managed and cared for.
Wheqﬂmgovmﬂ{td&iduwbuyhndbeuuseohplmhnpeci«,tbltspecisoﬂmgou
elsewhere because the government fails to manage the land properly. .

Aggin, I request ymmmaddiﬁomﬁmcférmmmmmdhdd public bearings before you implement
the plan. R o

Sigeerely,

B Senator Dianne Feinstein Governor Gray Davis .

Senator Barbara Boxer Stats Sen. Dick Monteith Rep. Gary Condit
Assembly Member George House * . ,
Stanisiaus County Supervisars

i

Chiesa Ranch Inc.

.

Ph #(209)883-2916
Fax # (209)883-9480

Almond, Walnut and Peach Growers
8607 John Fox Rd.
. Bughson CA 95326

Angust 9, 2000

Mr. Steve Ritchie, Acting Executive Directol
Cal-Fed Bay-Deltz Program .
1416 Ninth St., Suite 1155

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Final Programmatic EIS/EIR
Dear Mr. Ritchie:

1 am & Stanislaus County farmer. My family has becn on this land for three generations. We are
concerned about the future. T ask that you:

1. Give us more time to review and comment on the final Cal-Fed environmental report
released July 21. T work more than 50 hours 2 week on my operation and more during this time
of year due to harvest and irrigation and there is not enough time to review the plan. '

2. Please hold public hearings to explain this plan to us, The report is long, complicated
and technical.

T am concerned about this document, as I understand it so far. [ have lots of wildlife and habitat
on my operation. I know that other farmers do, too. I Cal-Fed acquires several undred
thousand acres of land as planned, it will be detrimental to habitat.

1 do not believe that Cal-Fed adequately studied the effects of such a large-scale land conversion.

I do not believe Cal-Fed tried hard enough to minimize farmiand losses,

Si% %.

Vito Chiese
cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein ~ Governor Gray Davis Senator Barbara Boxer
State Sen. Dick Monteith ~ Rep. Gary Condit Assemblyman George House

Stanislaus County Supervisors
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