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1 (All parties present, the following proceedings were had at 1 CltLFED’s plan to rearrange water supplies to

2 6:58 p.m.) 2 meet both current and future needs is not a solution, only a

3 MR. RYAN: Good evening. My name is Mayo 3 short-term patch. Increased water supplies and storage must

4 Ryan, and I’m a fourth generation family farmer from the 4 be a critical component of the draft, and I urge the panel

5 west side Of Fresno County. I’m also a me~ber of the board 5 to consider cha~ges that matndate both as a priority.

6 Of directors of the California Association of ~leat Growers. 6 Protection of existing water rights and new

7 I’m alarmed at CALFED’s stated purpose of a 7 and timely water storage are critical in any balanced

8 balanced water solution is being ignored by not prioritizing 8 solution under the C~FED process. Thank you.

9 higher the development of increased water supplies and 9 ~. EVANS: Good evening. My name is Steve

10 storage.    I’m also worried that the inevitable further cuts i0 Evans. I’m conservation director, Friends of the River.

11 in agricultural supply of irrigation water, for any reason, 11 I thi/Ik we all need to remember why C~J~FED was

12 could mean disaster for me and for the many farmers in my 112 started, and that was we were heading towards an ecological

13 area. 13 disaster, not only in the Bay-Delta estuary but in the

14 Desplte many wet years and even flooding at 14 upstream rivers, with numerous endangered species reaching

15 times, we’ve received less than our full allocation of water 15 the point where they are becoming extinct and the need to

16 in seven of the past nine years. Current environmental 16 resolve that issue, ai~d that should remain the primary

17 restrictions on pumping water south of the Delta are the 17 purpose of ~D.

18 main cause. We’ve already given up a sizable a~ount Of our 18 Frem my perspective, however, CALFED has been

19 allocation to the Central Valley Project Improvement Act, 19 hijacked and has become a water supply program on the theory

20 a/Id we continue to be severely impacted by the Endangered 20 that you ca/%’t both restore the enviroP-~ent and without

21 Species Act, most recently when the Delia’s export ptunps 21 increasing the water supply, a~d I think that’s a real

22 were shut down due to delayed smelt migration patterns. 22 problem. I think there’s a dichotomy there. I don’t think

23 Critical storage was lost for next year’s allocation due to 23 you ca/% solve a problem caused by the building of da~as and

24 this one instance alone. 24 diversions over the last hund/ed years by building yet more

25 But we understand the need for these 25 dam and diversions.

Page 3 Page

1 restrictions, a~d we’ve learned to live with these reduced 1 C2%LFED is a program in conflict with itself.

2 allocations, especially in wet years, by adopting most of 2 It a!/nost has institutional schizophrenia. Case in point:

3 the easy water conservation measures. We’re pumping from 3 CALFED clai~ it’s going to follow all laws. ~-nd yet even a

4 wells already overdrafted, we’ve altered crop patterns to 4 slx-and-a-half foot expansion Shasta Dam, a raise of Shasta

5 make the best use of what little water we have, and all 5 Dam, would flood portions of the McCloud River that state

6 that’s left are difficult and expensive measures that aren’t 6 law says should remain in free flowing and protective of its

7 economically feasible. 7 outstanding remarkable values. The Redbank storage project,

8 My worry is simply: What are we going to do 8 one of the twelve storage projects being considered by

9 in dry years and what are we going to do when the state’s 9 CALFED, violates ~D’S own commitment not to build new

i0 population is greater by fifteen or twenty million? CALFED i0 dams on in-strea~n rivers.

ii must plan for these events by prloritizing higher new water ii Another storage project being considered by

12 supplies and increased storage, while at the same time 12 CALFED, the Pinoche project in the San Joaq~in Valley,

13 protecting increased water rights and allocations. 13 floods critical habitat designated for protection under the

14 New water storage is essential for all 14 Endangered Species Act. Here again is a C~tLFED program in

15 interests in California: For maintaining the current 15 conflict with itself. CALFED was intended to protect

16 allocation to agriculture, for meeting the needs of a 16 endangered species, yet they are going to put habitat or

17 population boom, and for preserving the fragile Delta 17 these endangered species ttnder water.

18 environment. Anything less is not a balanced solution. 18 CALFED -- a major restoration program in

19 Rather than developing these new wa~er 19 CALFED is restoration of the naturally ecological process of

20 supplies and ihcreased storage, the draft proposal proposes 20 river meander along the Sacramento River. ~nd that’s a

21 first to generate water through conservation, reallocation, 21 great program. It’s something Friends of the River and many

22 and water transfers. It appears that agriculture is the 22 other people strongly support.

23 group giving up water to meet these demands. Simply the 23 The problem is that CALFED is proposing to

24 farmer can" t bear the full burden of CAL~EO’S conservation 24 build four off-s~ream storage reservoirs in the Sacramento

25 and reall0cation plans. 25 Valley that will divert massive amounts of water from the

KELI RUTHERDALE, CSR #10084 Page 2 - Page 5
PORTALE & ASSOCIATES (209) 462-3377

C--022599
(3-022599



~ ~ CAI,FED PUBLIC HEARING                 Multi-PageTM SEPTEMBER 22, 1999

7 EIS/EIR becomes increasingly vague ~nd clouded. Con~itr~ents 7 plan, we have already reduced the average annual flow of the

21 How much ag land will be fallowed a/~d forced to shift to 21 not. My dad was a rammer, and he loved to fish. I think he
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1 resident of the valley and three current family generations 1 president of S.A.R.A., the Save the ~l~erican River

2 living here. My father was a farmer. My grandfather helped 2 Association. ~d the brief comments I’ll be making are

3 build the levees. 3 sinlply extracted from a much longer doct~ment which we’ve

4 I’ve Just returned from aun extensive vacation 4 already mailed to you.

5 throughout the west, looking for some time in the natural 5 We" re a grass roots organization founded in

6 environment. I have to say it’s getting extremely difficult 6 1961 to promote the protection, conservation, and

7 to find a place where dams and canals, channeling, and 7 restoration of the lands, waters, and resources of ~he lower

8 diversion have not had a dramatic adverse impact. We’ve 8 American River and the Parkway. Mile our primary concern

9 basically destroyed most of the west ~hrough shortsighted 9 is the protection of this area, along with the aqJ/atic and

[0 planning and building of endless damsr reservoirs, and I0 terrestrial ecosystems of the American River Parkway, our

ii canals, ii concerns must also include to totality of the Bay-Delta

12 It’s my firm belief that CALFED should not 12 system. S.A.R.A. has witnessed the impacts to the lower

13 consider expanding or building those kinds of projects until 13 A~erlca~ River and its resources by agencies trying to make

14 the alternate solutions have been given a thorough chance to 14 demands elsewhere in the state, particularly south of the

15 work. NO ~rlpheral canal and no enlargement of Shasta Dam 15 ~elta.

16 a/id reservoir. We taxpayers shouldn’t have to subsidize 16 We believe that a~y water use and management

17 environmentally damaging and overly expensive models. 17 plan must have, as its priority, greater protection of

18 I would assert that C~LFED has not explored in 18 stream flows to conserve and restore public trust interests

19 depth all the potential methods of water conservation to 19 and beneficial uses of the state’s waters, rivers, and

20 meet our needs. We believe this can best be done by 20 estuary ecosystems. We believe that such a priority would

21 advisory bodies that bring farmers to the table with 21 lead to water conservation, wise use of water, and

22 environmentalists and citizen advocates not as adversaries, 22 protection of the p~bllc trust interests in the area Of

23 but in the spirit of helping the farmers to find solutions. 23 origin.

24 Sitting down together has been productive in rice straw 24 We further endorse and reaffirm the duty of

25 burning alternatives issues. It has worked well in crafting 25 the state to protect the people’s common heritage of
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i nursing home reforms, and it can work with water, l strea~s, lakes, marshlands~ and tidelands, believing that

2 Your plans shoul~n’ t include irrigating vast 2 this duty should only be set aside in those rare cases when

3 acres of marginal use land where excessive water is 3 its abandonment is consistent with the purposes of the

4 necessary for development and where runoff and toxins would 4 public trust. The basis for this affirmation is foumd in a

5 be devastating to both people and wildlife. Instead we 5 variety of court decisions, including Racanelll, Audubon,

6 should pay willing sellers to stop irrigating and locate 6 and a n~mber Of others which we’ve cited in our written

7 elsewhere. 7 material.

8 CALFED and the public must recognize the need 8 The core of the public trust doctrine is that

9 for water meters. Much of the nation lives with them as a 9 the state must adminlster its interests consistent with

10 matter of course. We need Sacramento Valley urban areas, 10 trust purposes and values. The duties imposed upon the

11 Sacramento/Fresno, to require ~etered water and volume-based II state are those of a trustee, not those of a business

12 water rates. In Sacramento changing the city charter to 12 manager trying to cut a deal.

13 allow for installing of water meters is vital because it 13 We believe that any water use and ma1%agement

14 could save as much water as building the now infamous 14 program should emphasize a policy of maximum water

15 five-hundred-and-fifty-foot-high Auburn Dam, which 15 conservation and should include at least the following:

16 incidentally, Grey Panthers strongly opposed. 16 One, conserving the natural water supply, both surface and

17 Finally advanced treatment tech~iq~/es should 17 groundwater. Two, conserving the q~/ality of that water

18 be used to improve our drinking water, the quality of what 18 supply, including its integrity and the uses and values

19 cor~es out of our taps. The solution lies in developing and 19 associated with it; and three, conserving, protecting, and

20 strictly enforcing high water quality standards in order to 20 restoring water quality to provide for the greatest reuse

21 preserve both our health and that of the environment. 21 capabilities. Protection of water quality enhances the

22 That’s the bottom llne. Both the needs of people and the 22 capability for reuse, thereby increasing the available

23 entire web of life need to be addressed. Thank you for 23 supply for all users.

24 hearing from the Grey Panthers on these matters. 24 In conclusion we believe that all diverters,

25 MR. WADE: My name is Alan Wade. I’m the 25 as well as dischargers, that includes agricultural,
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1 domestic, and industrial should understand: One, the use of I particularly true in Trinity Cott~ty where the economy has

2 usufructuary nature of water; that is, common good. Two, 2 severely suffered due to the 4/op in fish population by up

3 that a water right is not vested, but it can be regulated by 3 to ninety percent.

4 the state at any time to protect the interests governed by 4 So clearly Just taking all the water and

5 the public trust. Thank you. That’s enough. 5 giving it to agriculture is not a beneficial use of our

6 MS. ~/~DOLINA: Hi. My name is Tina ~=ndollna. 6 water. Our economies have suffered, and now we need to use

7 I’m with Friends of the Trinity River, and as many of you 7 the CA/~ED process effectively a~d really put as a priority

8 already know, the Trinity River is separate from the CALFED 8 restoring our state’s enviro~/nent. Thank you Very much.

9 process and its restoration efforts are mandated by not only 9 MS. FEPdA(X~GIARO: Hello. My na~e is Suzanne

10 its authorization legislation in 1955 but also the C%rPIA and I0 Ferroggiaro. I’m here tonight to comment as a parent, a~

II the Trinity River Basin Fish and Wildlife Management Act of ii educator, and a taxpayer. My con~ents focus on the key

12 1984. 12 words of the CALFED mission statement: Long-term,

13 However, since CALFED is such an important 13 comprehensive, restore, and improve.

14 issue and has such an opportunity to restore so many of 14 I urge you to especially consider the

15 California’s waterways, we could not give up the opportunity 15 long-term implications of any plans on those who can’ t speak

16 to suk~it our comments. 16 for themselves tonight, the future generations of our

17 In speaking of the Trinity River and 17 children and our grandchildren. I urge you to balance

18 specifically the Trinity River Basin Fish and Wildlife 18 agricultural, domestic, industrial, and environmental uses

19 Management Act, that act states as its goal restoring the 19 Of the Bay-Delta in a comprehenslve plan. I urge you to

20 fisheries Of the Trinity River back to the levels which 20 restore the ecological health of the Bay-Delta as an equal

21 existed prior to construction of the Trinity division. That 21 pert of that comprehensive balance, and I urge you to

22 goal has given the Trinity River a realistic opportunity for 22 improve upon the system of water management that has gotten

23 restoration, and we believe that C~_LFED should adopt a 23 us into this sorry situation.

24 sLmilar goal to restoring not only the Bay-Delta but also 24 Specifically consider these points: CALFED

25 the streams and rivers throughout the state and that 25 must invest aggressively in the least expensive and least
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1 establlshing that sort of goal could give California’s 1 environmentally damaging solutions, especially during the

2 environment a real chance for restoration. 2 first stage of the program such as water conservation,

3 ~%d I’m going to make a couple points in 3 efficiency, pollution prevention, and drinking water

4 bullet form so I can be quick. We believe that the EWA 4 treatment.

5 should be used as a mechanism to gain more water for 5 CALFED must not consider new or expanded dams,

6 ecosystem restoration and that the EWA should pursue 6 canals, or reservoirs until after the first stage when

7 actively the acquisition of water on top of water that’s 7 alternative solutions have been given a real chance to work.

8 already designated to the environment; that includes b2 8 Taxpayers should not subsidize these options. They are

9 water and also the water that will go for the Trinity. 9 generally the most expensive and most enviroamentally

10 And we believe that a critical element missing 10 damaging.

11 from the CALFED program is clear and beneficial objectives 11 Conservation does work. using technologies

12 to the restoration of ~he fish runs. On top of Just adding 12 and methods available today, farmers and industries and

13 more flows in the streams to restore the fish, we also 13 cities could each reduce water use by ten to thirty percent

14 believe that you need significant cold water summer flows in 14 with no sacrifice of economic output or quality of life.

15 the Central Valley to help the migrating steelhead. 15 CALFED’s draft doc~unents do not adequately

16 And as the gentleman pointed out earlier, if 16 reflect or model the full potential for water conservation

17 it seems as though a lot of our -- a lot Of the CALFED 17 a~d efficiency to meet California’s water needs.

18 process, a lot of the water is being taken way from 18 CALFED needs to put less emphasis on the old

19 agriculture, well this is because throughout the history of 19 approaches to water ~unagement. Our state has the largest

20 California water, water has been taken from the environment 20 and most complex plun~bing system in the world. We already

21 and given to agriculture. 21 have more than one thousand four hundred major d~ras in this

22 And now we finally come to a point where we 22 state. These dams have led to the widespread devastation of

23 need to realize that that sort of mentality, stripping the 23 California’s environment.

24 enviror~nent of water, ca/~lot last and is not sustainable, 24 C~J~FED has not made clear how it will obtain

25 and as a state, our economy is being devastated. This is 25 the water needed for real environmental restoration, nor
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1 have they quantified how much water will be needed to 1 The EIS/EIR should not be based on the

2 restore our waterways and the fish and wildlife depending on 2 assumption that the state and federal government will pass

3 them. 3 the necessary legislation to see it through. You have to

4 I would also like to urge you to take a clue 4 make plans that they would/%’ t and it is followed by your

5 from the people who used to live here for thousands of years 5 own. Thank you.

6 sustainably. I know we will not want to live their life 6 MR. FERROGGIARO: My name is Rob Ferroggiaro.

7 style, but we’ve only been here about two hundred years, and 7 I’m the vice president of conservation for the Federation of

8 we’ve gotten ourselves where we are now by the practices 8 Fly Fishers, but I’m also here tonight as a native

9 we’ve had in the past. And it might be a good idea to take 9 californian, father, taxpayer, a/Id a~ avid angler. I have

I0 a clue from the sustainable practices of letting nature have i0 three specific points I’d like to make.

II its course and living with it rather than trying to control ii First, the plan, as it stands now, seems to

12 it. Thank you. 12 lack some very important specifics. Certainly there are

13 MS. CHADIMA: Good evening. My na~e is Carole 13 areas of great potential, such as the ecosyste~ restoration

14 Chadima. I’m with a group called MYRACL. It stands for 14 program and the watershed program, but unfortunately the

15 Middle Yuba River Area Citizens League. We’ re in the upper 15 alternatives in the program are too vague. They lack

16 watershed above Grass Valley about thirty miles. ~6 speclfic information so they can be evaluated and so that

17 CALFED needs to answer the needs of many of 17 there will accountability during implementation.

18 us: Farmers, environmentalists, and many who fall in 18 In particular we need answers to two very

19 neither category but other than that of stakeholders. But 19 specific questions: One, how much water will it t~ke to

20 it is evident that we have at least one thing in common, and 20 restore an ecosystem and bring the fish back; and two,

21 that is the concern of water and how and what it is to be 21 exactly where will it come from? In light of our past

22 used for and throughout the state. 22 experience with water programs in california, anything less

23 There’s forty-two million acre feet of water 23 than this level of specifics is an insufficient EIR and

24 behind dams currently, and it would seem as though before we 24 empty promise.

25 consider adding any new dams to the system that we learn to 25 Second, the plan contains the looming specter
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1 ma/lage that which we have. 1 of more dams and diversions. It would appear the plan

2 Many of the facts that CALFED is basing its 2 intends in the long-term to solve current problems with the

3 EIS/EIR have come from sources that perhaps should, at the 3 same approaches that created them. Certainly dams and

4 very least, be reviewed for content and accuracy. Many of 4 diversions, however they are designed, represent great risk

5 the facts and figures that we have historically been using 5 and should not be pursued at any time early in this project.

6 and are now using are being changed and challenged and many 6 This should provide a chance for alternatives to work and to

7 with good cause, but you cannot expect to reach the correct 7 reevaluate consumption projections.

8 solutions if all of your facts are being based or used are 8 Then there’s the matter of money. You will

9 not absolute and sure. 9 hear appeals, I’m sure, as you had before from certain

I0 Setting the problems of the Delta to the Bay I0 interests for more storage and conveyance, but you will not

II and to the environment that is affected is stated as II hear offers to pay for them. Taxpayers are not in the frame

12 paramount within your study, but you must start the solving 12 of mind now as they were in the middle of this century. We

13 in the upper watershed and work your way downstream. For if 13 have moved to a syste~ where those who have benefited in the

14 you base the solutions on the Delta on assuming of what is 14 past and those who benefit in the future are the ones who

15 in the upper watershed, and, in fact, the assumption is 15 pay.

16 wrong, will the solutions then not have to be readjusted to 16 Third, dams and diversions have blocked

17 acco~odate the new facts? And on and on it would go all 17 steelhead and salmon access to over ninety percent Of the

18 the way through the Delta and all the way through your 18 original habitat, and in many cases reduced rivers to

19 solutions. 19 trickles or dried them up entirely. This program sets

20 You cannot base your solutions for the 20 steelhead recovery goals far below the potential identified

21 problems that CALFED plans to address on assumptions, 21 by the Department of Fish and Game. The basis for these

22 neither from what we have to use, where we have to use it, 22 goals are vague and unclear. We need specific, ambitious

23 or where we have to use it with. Neither should you base 23 goals for steelhead.

24 any solution or solutions on something that may or may not 24 A few good restoration projects are being

25 happen in the future. 25 developed. For example, Butte a~d Battle Creeks, but the
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1 plan must include aggressive projects on places like the 1 Using technologies available today, farmers,

3 removal of barriers to fish passage or f~tnctional fish 3 by ten to thirty percent wlth no sacrifice of economic

4 access, increase in stream flows, temperature targets and 4 output or quality Of life.

5 monitoring, and the acquisition and the restoration of 5 If your mission statement states that you need

6 habitat. 6 to restore the ecological integrity, then why is that?

7 To restore a fisheries in Delta ecosystems 7 Could it be because of all of the d~unage that has already

8 that have a high quality of life in California, we now need 8 been done by building dams and reservoirs? Thank you.

9 boldness of vision, tempered by the hard lessons of this 9 MR. LAMPE: Good evening. My name is William

10 century. I’m looking forward to seeing your results. I0 Lampe. I will make this short and brief because everything

11 MR. KIRKWOOD: Good evening. My name is Marry 11 that I was going to say everybody has said except for the

12 Kirkwood. I hear that a lot of people are comparing how 12 one point. I’m supporting conservation, and I would like to

13 many generations they have been farming or in California. 13 point out that LA has been able to support a growth of a

14 Well, I am a sixth-generation Californian, and I feel that 14 million people since 1984 without using a~y more water.

15 this is an important process for which efficient usage of 15 Thank you.

16 one of life’s and our state’s greatest resources, water, is 16 MR. JORGENSEN: Hi. I’m Greg Jorgensen. I

17 to be met with grave consideration to be given to pollution 17 live up in Coloma. Thanks for the opportunity to talk.

18 prevention, conservation, and interdisciplinary education 18 Lately I’ve been spending a lot of ti~e with

ig goals and program implementation. 19 my dad and grandfather driving around. I guess I’m a third

20 Water quality: Water quality improvement is 20 generation Californian, but there’s hints of Native American

21 essential for the Bay-Delta and all tributaries and 21 in me so maybe it goes back several centuries. I don’t

22 watersheds that feed into California waterways. This 22 really know for sure.

23 process must, without q~estion, include implementation of !23 I’m amazed at how much California has changed

24 water metering and all urban areas throughout the state of 24 over the years in ma~y, mamy ways. Creeks that used to be

25 california. This will benefit farmers and the environment 25 there are no longer there. Kivers are being dammed. I

1 alike. 1 think of this quote by Native American Chief Seattle who

3 C~LFED needs to address conservation of water in the 3 borrowing it from our kids." ~_nd I think of all these dams.

4 classrooms.    Implementation of all goals should be enforced 4 I think, "Wow, land wash’ t borrowed from me, it was robbed

5 with han~mer provisions to ensure the will of t_he 5 from me." So I really want to urge CALFED not to consider

6 conservation goals. Taxpayers should not pay for the most 6 more da/ns in the future because we are robbing many, many

7 expensive projects. Please be sure to remember this. 7 generations -- we are robbing the opportuaity for them to

8 California is golden. Let the rivers flow. 8 see rivers in a natural wild state.

9 Tame the growth of urban areas and share the water with all. 9 We have fourteen httnd/ed dams here. That

10 Please take this %Lnder advisement, and I thank you for your 10 represents a lot of rivers and a lot of wildlife that’s in

Ii great consideration. 11 the process or has been completely destroyed.

12 MS. DUFFY: This is a very difficult process 12 I have this button here that says

13 for each and every one of you, and I applaud all the time 13 "Conservation works." I really want to urge you to really

14 that has gone into it, but I really urge you to listen to 14 pursue all means of conservation without taking a step

16 CALFED must invest aggressively in the least 16 long-lasting environmental adverse effects. Thai~k you.

17 expensive and least environmentally damaging solutions being 17 MR. WENGER: Good evening. My name is Paul

18 water conservation~ water efficiency, pollution prevention, 18 Wenger. I’m a farmer fro~ Modesto and second vice president

19 and drinking water treatment. 19 the California Farm Bureau Federation.

20 CALFED musth’t consider new or expanding dams, 20 This has been an interesting experience. I’ve

21 canals, or reservoirs. Give alternative solutions a chance 21 attended six of your CALFED hearings around the state.

22 before walking down the wrong road, a road that we have been 22 You’ve heard many ideas and solutions to California a~d the

23 walking down for far too many years. We have tried dams. 23 Bay-Delta’s water needs. In Oakland you heard from someone

24 We’ve tried reservoirs, and it’s obvious that they don’ t 24 that the solution was easy: We Just tear out all the dan~

25 work. Try conservational practices before anything else. 25 in the sierras and you would have all the cold, free-flowing
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I water you’d ever need. The q~/estion is, and it’s an 1 fu/~damental to the environmental well-being of the entire

2 interesting idea, but for how long would that water flow? 2 Bay ~/ea and much of the Bay ;trea’s economic vitality is

3 In Chico you heard that dams really don’t work 3 supported by the Bay-Delta estuary, including industries

4 anyway because when the drought finally broke in ’93, all 4 such as tourism, recreational a~d c~ercial fishing, aild

5 ~he dams and reservoirs were pretty much empty anyway. No 5 Bay-Delia’s estuary’s health is in rapid decline, manifested

6 kidding. I thought that was the idea: Store water for a 6 by various indicators, including dramatic reductions in fish

7 time of need. 7 populations due to a variety of devastating impacts,

8 When the hearings were over and I’m on my way 8 including the diversion of fifty percent of the watershed

9 home, and it’s usually late at night, ~ always think it’s 9 river flows, the loss of elghty-flve percent of the historic

I0 best that maybe I top off my gas tank, Just like many do, 10 wetlands, and the discharge of forty thousand tons of

Ii especially if it’s late at night or a long way to the next 11 pollutallts into the Bay.

12 gas station, Just in case. Top off the old tank so you 12 ~Uld the CALFED process provides a critical

13 don’ t run out. You can always conserve gas by driving 13 opportunity for input on these issues affecting the San

14 slower or gliding down hills, etcetera, but it’s nice to 14 Francisco Bay-Delta estuary during the public comment

15 have a full tank of gas. 15 period.

16 Then I think how ironic it is. Here we are 16 Therefore, be it resolved that the council of

17 discussing the most vital resource to the health and 17 the town of Hillsborough and the board of supervisors of San

18 economic well-being of our state, a~d your proposed plan 18 Mateo, county who adopted identical resolutions, feel that

19 fails to provide the necessary safety net for the future of 19 these following essential elements must be incorporated into

20 our great state, additional water storage. 20 the future policies and programs undertaken by CALFED:

121 None of us want to run out of fuel in our 21 A guarantee that there will be adequate

22 cars, but you seem willing to roll the dice in california’s 22 freshwater flows into the Bay. The estuary’s historic

23 future by focusing on conservation, conjunctive use 23 freshwater flows have been reduced by half, as I mentioned a

24 transfers, and habitat restoration. 24 moment ago. Sclence-based standards should be required to

25 The message at all the meetings I’ve attended 25 establish mlnim~m freshwater flows into the Bay, adequate
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I was overwhelming, and you must make note of it and address I freshwater flows will improve water quality, support

2 it: We need additional storage. Do you have the ability to 2 biological diversity, and improve the health of the

3 take the leadership roler be visionary, and show the 3 ecosystems in the estuary.

4 intestinal fortitude not Just to talk about but take real 4 Second point is water conservation by all

5 steps towards developing new surface storage which will fuel 5 users. Equitable water conservation practices must be

6 California’s enviroD-~ental health, provide for its urban 6 required a/id enforced for all users throughout California.

7 needs, and sustain the world’s seventh largest economy well 7 Managing demand through conservation practices and greater

8 into the 21st century, or will you fall short, think only 8 water use efficiency can substantially reduce the need to

9 short-term? 9 construct new storage facilities.

10 Reme~er, if this state is confronted with i0 Last but not least, a fair share of fttnding

11 another sustained drought with additional water storage, all 11 for Bay A/ea environmental restoration efforts. EPA’s

12 those who spoke for conservation, etcetera will sink away 12 Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan, BCDC’s San

13 and the responsibility for not thinking ahead will be yours, 13 Francisco Bay Plan, and the Regional Water Q~ality Control

14 b~t our entire state and all of us alike will suffer for it. 14 Board B~sin Plan established numerous beneficial measures

15 Good luck and plan well. Thank you. 15 that must be taken to protect and restore the habitat and

16 M~. AUER: Good evening. Thank you for this 16 improve fish and wil4-1ife in the Bay-Delta estuary.

17 opportunity to con~nent. I’m here as vice mayor of the town 17 Of the most recent funding package, only five

18 of Billsborough and as the alternate for San Mateo County to 18 percent came to the projects in the region. Funding to

19 the Bay Conservation and Development Commission, some 19 implement the recommended environmental restoration programs

20 passing interest of yours in the past, I believe. Both 20 must be brought up to the levels that are proportional to

21 those organizations have, those governmental bodies have 21 the budgets for environmental restoration and other parts of

22 passed a resolution, and I’d like to read part of it to you 22 the state.

23 this evening. 23 Other governmental agencies that have adopted

24 Whereas the health of the san Francisco 24 si~lar or identical resolution are as follows: CotLnties:

25 Bay-Delta estuary and diverse ecosystems it supports are 25 San Francisco, Wapa, Matin, San Mateo, Sonoma, Solano.
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2 Hillsborough, Novato, Larkspur, Tiburon, San ~-~selmo, Mill 2 Here in Cal we drew world credits with mere

3 Valley, Berkeley, and Petal~ma. Agencies that have passed 3 shamanic foresight have allowed our farmers year after year

4 this resolution are: A~AG, HCDC, MMWD, and East Bay 4 to dump eight hundred and forty raillion tons of ~he same

5 Regional Parks. 5 pollution onto our land, into our water. SF Bay fishery

6 MR. COMPOMIZZO: Hi. I’m Compy Compomlzzo. 6 t~nsafe, Sacramento declares. I say if we can’t eat the fish

7 I’m here representing California Striped Bass Association 7 without risk of cancer, the bay is near death. I propose

8 and Citizens for Safe Drinking Water, and one of the most 8 change.

9 proudest ones I’m heading up is I’ve been working with the 9 First, let’s invert the water and energy

t0 children for fourteen years, Get Hooked on Fishing, Not on i0 billing structures: The less you use, the less you pay.

11 Dr~gs. I’ve touched a lot of their lives. Many thousands ii Imagine drought-resistant fa~Tas, gardens, a~d landscaping

12 of them. This has been noted by former President Bush and 12 instead of lawns a~d golf in the desert.

13 his wife, Governor Davis, our state senate several t~-~es. 13 Second, instead of creating more farms on

14 I want to be assured of water that these kids 14 welfare by paying them a thousand dollars per acre foot for

15 ca~ continue to fish in the Delta, and also in A_~tloch we 15 not using water they have traditionally wasted with flood

16 take our drinking water out of the Delta. I want to be sure 16 irrigation, cow food, and other thirsty crops, instead

17 it’s clean water. I don’t want ten or fifteen years to go 17 proportionally reward farmers who convert to drip and

18 by and the kids are starting to get sick from drinking 18 pinpoint irrigation. Further reward those who abandon

19 water. 19 chem~cal-intenslve monocultures for ~he diverse, sustainable

21 Senator Rainey and Assemblyman Tom Torlikson, the governor 21 More and bigger da~s, canals, and surface

22 Just gave me a fifty-thousand-dollar grant to work with my 22 storage you propose are the same ideas that created this

23 kids. I’m real proud of this. Thank you very much. This 23 mess. Einstein would tell us ~hat more of the same kind of

24 is what I want to be assured of: Clean drinking water so 24 thinking siraply will not work. A court disaster when the

25 these kids can fish and take them off the drugs because if 25 big one hits. They leak a/Id evaporate, some up to a ~t~llion
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i you seen the kids taking their life llke I have, you would 1 acre feet a year. We must maximize groundwater recharge and

2 feel llke I do. I’m going to keep an eye on Lester. He 2 conservation. Third world dams are going up llke mushrooms

3 knows it, and this is my feelings. Thank you very, very 3 in the rain forest.

4 much. 4 We challenge you. Adm1~ ~hls mistake, rewrite

5 MR. DHONDT: Bob Dhondt, volunteer, Friends of 5 this plan, put the dollars and the emphases where they

6 the River. The notion that we ca~ increase our water supply 6 belong, lest our progeny conclude correctly, then we

7 through conservation is not unlike the notion that the Pope 7 collectively were too stupid to draw breath.

8 can impact overpopulation by cha~glng his stand on birth 8 MR. KOSHMAN: I’m Bob Koshma~, a~d I’m a

9 control. The point is it’s obvious. Let’s count the ways. 9 far~er, and we grow food for the people to eat in the

~0 Last time you were in LA you must have felt i0 Pleasant Grove area thirty miles north of Sacramento. I

11 the impact of the metering on the water supply. Per person ii need more water, not less water.

12 per day Angelinos use a hundred fifty-five gallons. Here !12 I heard a professor at the university speak

13 the number is two hundred seventy-one. Why? They chose 13 one time. He said that people and their leaders have

14 metering. Here meters are outlawed. Do the math. A 14 forgotten where their food comes from. He said they get

15 hundred sixteen gallons times the nut,her of residential 15 their food frora the grocery store. They don" t get it from

16 users without meters times three hundred and slxty-five 16 farmers. He said they will keep making it more difficult to

17 days. Before any more concrete trashes any more rivers, we 17 grow food. There is not anything more importa/%t to a person

18 want that number. 18 than food and drinking water. If you don’t think so, Just

19 To paraphrase Johl~ Muir, the more you 19 try a~d go without eating for thirty days or not making your

20 experience life~ the more you see that everything is 20 payments on your house, what would be worse? You can’t go

21 interrelated. National public radio recently aired a~ 21 without food. That is the most important. There’s nothing

[22 action alert from Marine biologists. The major dead zones 22 more important than food.

23 are appearing in the oceans worldwide, and we’re number one. 23 Last night I heard on the news they were

24 Yes, the Mississippi Delta has created the biggest dead zone 24 talking about the price of milk going to three dollars a

25 on earth. How does this connect? The main culprit there is 25 gallon. If Cows don’t have green grass to eat, how
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1 expensive do you think the price of milk will go? Maybe 1 ~ny Corp of Engineers project that fifteen point four

2 fifteen or twenty dollars a gallon? Wouldn’t that be 2 ~illlon more people to be in California by the year 2020.

3 terrible. 3 This state will be receiving the combined populations of

4 Water is needed to grow food for the people. 4 Arizona, Nevada, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, New

5 It’s very important. Maybe it’s a good idea for the news 5 Mexico, a/~d utah. ~nd it will increase urban water use by

6 media to let the people know where we’re headed: Less 6 three point two million acre feet and decrease agricultural

7 water, less food. It’s obvious. 7 water deliveries by two point three million acre feet.

8 I’ve heard environmentalists say farmers can 8 Factor in mitigation, and that’s quite an impact on

9 do things to conserve water. That’s not true. On our ranch 9 agriculture.

[0 I got fined two hundred a~d twenty thousand dollars, and I 10 According to To~ Howard of the Central Valley

11 have to give a hundred and twenty acres of our property to 11 Regional Q~ality control Board, during the drought of ’87 to

12 the federal government. Why? Because I laser-leveled and 12 ’92, the state, in efforts to deliver its contracted water,

13 fixed one of my fields so I could use less water. That’s 13 was not able to comply with the mandates of the Endangered

14 what I got fined for. You can’t conserve water. It’s 14 species Act set forth for Tracy pumps.

15 against the law. 15 When the federal government began dictating

16 Please do not destroy America’s ability to 16 state water policy, the state was going to sue. All of

17 feed its people doing two things: Taking land that grows 17 those water, wild!ire, and environmental agencies came to

18 food out of production, don’ t do that; taking water from 18 the realization that suing each other would not be

19 those who grow food, don’t do that. These two things can 19 acceptable, so they all got together and for~ed the Delta

20 damage ~/~erica’s ability to feed its people. 20 Accord, which is now C~_LFED. Incredibly, it seems the

21 Now, on the latter -- I can’ t wake you guys up 21 regulatory agencies remove themselves from the fray to

22 -- I went on a tour in ValleJo of some yachts, a~d in the 22 become the ones to enforce enviro~/~ental compliance

23 bathrooms of some of them there was a sign saying "To 23 guidelines onto the public and are now expecting the entire

24 conserve water, only flush when you go number two." Can you 24 private sector to embrace and comply with all of which their

25 imagine? We put all them signs in all the bathrooms in 25 agencies could not. That is a redirected impact.
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1 California that says "To conserve water, only flush when you 1 CA!~FED can take advantage of a golden

2 go nur~ber two?" 2 opportunity here to ensure that California’s golden eggs,

3 M~S. MURPHY: Thank you for this opportunity 3 golden fruits, golden vegetables, golden meats, and golden

4 for cogent. I’m Vicki Murphy. I’m a Caypay Valley 4 nuts, and golden grains will continue in abundance at the

5 rancher, and I’m on the steering con~nittee for the Cache 5 same time that we can all restore the Delta environment.

6 Creek Stakeholders, and I’m the associate director for the 6 There can be water for everyone if the benefits and burdens

7 Family Water Alliance. 7 are equally distributed. Thank you very much.

8 I wish to discuss the phrase "No redirected 8 ~. PAULI: Good evening. My name is Bill

9 impacts." Every time a CALFED representative speaks, the 9 Pauli. I’m a farmer and president of the Farm Bureau. I’ve

i0 audience always hears "no redirected impacts," but I see I0 attended your hearings, and I know CALFED has heard much

11 both targeted and redirected impacts in the phase two 11 more criticism than praise for your plan. I also know that

12 documents. 12 people have a tendency to ~hlnk that if everyone is upset

13 CALFED calls for the irreversible and 13 with them, they must be doing something right, and I urge

14 irretrievable divest/~ent and conversion of hundreds of 14 you not to fall into that trap.

15 thousands of prime and important farmland acres a/Id the 15 The reason you have heard so much criticism is

16 reappropriation of that land’s water. 16 that CALFED plan has a fundamental problem, probleras which

17 The Vacaville Reporter on September 13 said 17 must be addressed. The most basic problem is that the

18 that there’s a plan proposed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 18 C~-LFED plan falls prey to the politics of consensus.

19 Service that calls for breaking Sacramento River levees to 19 Because people agree we need to do more for

20 inundate up to forty-two thousand acres of grazing and 20 fish and wildlife, the CA~m-ED pla~ focuses on fish and

21 agricultural land at the base of a huge wetlands area that 21 wildlife while forgetting about our California’s people.

22 straddles the Yolo and Solano County line. That would be 22 People need reliable, high quality water. CALFED must

23 the North Bay-Delta National Wildlife Refuge. This will 23 return to its original mission and create a balanced plan

24 have massive impacts to agricultural. 24 which helps people and our economy as well as the

25 The Depart~ent of Water Resources and U.S. 25 environment.
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l New water storage must be part of a balanced 1 it.    Farmers do it.    Their water usage hasn’t gone up in

2 CALFED plan to serve our growing stater the environment, and 2 thirty years, yet crop production has increased

3 to meet our future needs. New demands come for water come 3 significantly. Millions of dollars each year are dedicated

4 from our growing cities a/~d flow requirements maildated by 4 to research to help farmers become even more efficient water

5 environmental laws. Farmers understand that unless more 5 users. Farmers support this research.

6 water is added through new supplies, those growing demands 6 But even the researchers say that we should

7 will be met by taking water away from agriculture. Farmers 7 not expect huge advances in water efficiencies that we have

8 will continue to conserve, but CALFED must move aggressively 8 seen in the past.    The easy work has been done. Researchers

9 to pursue water storage options both above and below ground. 9 also say that farmers irrigating by means other than drip

10 California’s farmland is a resource of I0 irrigation does not mean that farmers are wasting water.

IIi worldwide importance. The CALFED plan acknowledges it will 11 Flow irrigation is a low energy irrigation method, and

12 have irretrievable and irreversible effects on nearly a 12 farmers laser-level their fields to make sure the water is

13 quarter million acres of far~land. CALFED must not rely on 13 being used efficiency. ~_ny runoff goes into the undergro~/%d

14 taking farmland out of production. The CALFED plan respects 14 or into the river to be used downstream, it is not wasted.

15 farmland only for its value atnd sustaining fish and 15 We have a huge population increase on the way.

16 wildlife, not for its value in sustaining people. CALFED 16 Because of that, we must create more storage facilities for

17 must review the enviror~nental impact of far~land 17 surface water. It can be done in an environmentally

18 conservation. It must look for alternatives, and it must 18 responsible manner. For farmers, for the wildlife, for the

19 mitigate for any conversion. 19 rural economy, ~nd for the environment, it is necessary to

20 Hundreds of farmers, farm workers, and r~ral 20 keep the land in farm production. Crops produce oxygen.

21 residents have come to these hearing in all parts of the 21 When you finalize your plan, please remen~er

22 state during the busiest time of the year, our harvest. We 22 the farmers and the ranchers who have testified before you

23 have come because of our concerns about the plan. Farmers, 23 at these last sixteen hearings. They are but a sample of

24 far~ workersr a~d r~ral California agree C~-LFED will succeed 24 the people whose lives you will destroy if you neglect to

25 only if it creates a balanced program that provide for the 25 become serious about increasing water storage and if you
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1 needs of all Californians. Thank you.                                              1 push large acreages of land Out of production. We need

2 MR. SACK: Good evening. I’m Gary Sack. I’m 2 water, and we need to be able to farm the land. Thank you.

3 a field representative with the California Farm Bureau 3 MR. RIVENES: My name is Don Rivenes from

4 Federation. In my twenty years with the California Farm 4 Sierra Foothills Audubon Society. Now is ~he time to charge

5 Bureau, I do not recall any issue that has galvanized 5 the true cost of supplying water from Sierra Nevada Counties

6 farmers to the extent that they would leave their farms 6 to the urban and agricultural users.

7 during the harvest to travel to nearby cities to testify at 7 In the past the Central Valley project never

8 hearings in such abundance. Our farmers are concerned about 8 allocated the full development and maintenance costs of

9 this plan. They are concerned about the misunderstandings, 9 supplying water has been well documented by Mark Relsner’s

10 also, that some people have about their businesses. 10 book "Hair Like Desert." (phonetic) That was true without

11 Ninety percent of the farmers in California 11 considering the ecological cost to the watersheds.

12 operate family farms. It is essential farmers receive 12 The well-being of the forest is crucial to the

13 enough water to operate their farms. Their farms enable 13 quality and quantity of water available. We must now link

14 them to make a living, yes, but they also produce high 14 the water users of California to watershed restoration and

15 quality, affordable, safe food, and we, as consumers, are 15 stewardship programs.

16 supposed to be eating more fruits, vegetables, and dairy 16 The total value of the Feather River water is

17 products. 17 between six hundred and seventy-seven million and one point

18 Agriculture stimulates the economy and 18 nine billion dollars per year, yet not a single dollar is

19 provides wildlife habitat. Seventy-five percent Of the 19 returned on a regular basis to the upper watersheds. A flat

20 wildlife habitat in California comes from private land. 20 fee of eight dollars per acre foot would generate a hundred

21 That’s amazing when you consider the government owns half 21 and sixty million dollars in revenue and a ten percent tax

22 the land in the state. 22 in hydroelectric power would generate an additional

23 At these hearings people who want no water to 23 sixty-five million per year. These funds would be used by

24 be developed have stated that far~ers don’t care about water 24 the upper watershed cott~ties for watershed restoration.

25 conservation. Untrue. Conservation works. Farmers know 25 fees could easily be collected through existing water and
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1 power bills. I California’s total irrigated farmland. As a whole, farmers

2 The end result would be to internalize 2 are making t/%e steps to be responsible stewards of their

3 watershed maintenance, restoration costs, and pass it on to 3 God-glven natural resources.

4 the beneficiaries. This additional cost could lead to more 4 ~?nile the cha~ges in the irrigation practices

5 efficient use of water a~d conservation. Moving a/%d storing 5 of far~ers in the Central Valley has made them better users

6 water is far more expensive than conserving water, and it 6 of water, the key to the whole bounding economy of the

7 doesn’t create water-like conservation. Tha/Ik you. 7 valley has been the foresight of our forefathers. They

8 MS. RIVENES: Good evening. My name is 8 developed an intricate system of reservoirs and canals. The

9 Barbara Rivenes. I live in Nevada City and the south Y~ba 9 water stored in these reservoirs is the heart of the valley

I0 River watershed. I’m the chairperson of the Sierra Nevada I0 economy. Not only is it the heart and soul of agriculture,

11 Group of the Sierra Club~ and while I speak for members of II but it is also billions of dollars’ worth of businesses,

12 the group, I also speak as an individual citizen and 12 Jobs, and related services created by this industry.

13 especially as a grandmother who desires to see a sustainable 13 Reservoirs are a key instrument in harnessing

14 future for her gra/Idchildren and succeeding generations. 14 nature’s water resource so that it oai1 later be used

15 Those are the ones who will really feel the impact of the 15 beneficlally in order to sustain environmental habitats,

16 decisions by this body. 16 fish species, drinking water, and farm!ng practices.

17 Ma~y of my comments have been made already 17 Reservoirs have also been very effective in preventing

:18 this evening, and I will not continue to elaborate, but I 18 untold damage that result in cases of severe flooding.

19 would like to underscore the important areas: Emphasis on 19 The cold hard reality that we face in

20 water conservation for the CALFED process, water metering. 20 California is that additional people moving into this state

21 We stand in a co,unity whose water is unmetered throughout 21 are going to require a portion of California’s existing

22 all of California. 22 resources. If California continues to allow people to enter

23 LA is an outstanding example of water ~3 the state, we’re left with few choices. One is to increase

24 efficiency, and this co~es from a veteran bike rider who 24 the efficiency by which we use our existing water resources.

25 took LADWP water in a vile three hundred sixty miles uphill, 25 Another is to store up these resources so we can assure that
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1 and for me to feel good about LADWp is pretty special, so 1 they will be used in a beneficial way at a later time.

2 I’d llke to see less pl%unbing and more creation of new 2 Increasing our efficiency of water usage is an

3 water. By that I mean conserved water. Thank you. 3 effective but li~tited solution. ~ul increased efficiency

4 MR. NYDAM: Good evening. My name is Ron 4 will not solve California’s water supply problems in the

5 Nydam. I’m an agricultural engineer for a private 5 costing years. Over one point five million acres of

6 irrigation company Just east Of Modesto. Our company is 6 irrigated acreage have been converted to drip irrigation and

7 involved in working directly with far~ers to design and 7 has not even come close to solving the water supply probletas

8 install new or renovated irrigation systems. Our goal as we 8 we are facing now.

9 design irrigation systems is to make sure that the crops 9 The only long-term solution that we will have

10 receive ~-n equal and uniform distribution of the water. 10 is a truly positive effect -- that will have a truly

11 Since the advent of the drip irrigation, most Ii positive effect on the current water situation is to

12 drip systems can reach up to ninety to ninety-five percent 12 increase water storage capacity.

13 uniformity. Irrigation systems are not cheap. Growers are 13 MR. WAYMIRE: Russ Way, re. I had a prepared

14 spending an average capital cost of eight htindred to twelve 14 speech, but I’d rather talk fro~ the heart here, if I can.

15 hundred dollars per acre for new irrigation systems, but 15 ~d I don’ t mean to be impolite to the folks, but I’ve been

16 these systems also give the farmers the tools that they need 16 at some of these meetings, a11d I farm, a~%d until today, I’ve

17 to be beneficial users of their water supply. 17 never seen rice other than out of a Rice-a-Roni box before

18 As you travel california and view the valley’s 18 we got ready to eat it.

19 vineyards, orchards, and crops, you will see a~n ever 19 This is raw rice. It looks a lot different

20 increasing ntunber of farms that have spent the capital costs 20 than it coraes out of the can. I have been upset at some of

21 to install drip or mlcroirrigation. The 1998 irrigation 21 the hearings at how the miracle of life comes from seeds

22 survey in the Irrigation Journal reports over one point five 22 that have no life in them until we plant them in the land,

23 million acres of california farmland being irrigated by drip 23 we plant them in the groumd, we put the right amount of

24 or microspray methods. Conventional sprinklers comJ3ined 24 water, we get the right yield from it. We don’ t eat all

25 with low flow irrigation cover flfty-flve percent of 25 that food. We produce it for people to eat, but yet they’ve
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1 been successful portEaylng us as criminals.    Folks, we need 1 food for the people of the state of California and the

2 to rethink this. We are not criminals. We are working 2 united States.

3 together. 3 Your charge, as I u/%derstand it, is to find a

4 I produce pistachios. They start in a little 4 balance. Well, in the product that I’ve seen produced here

5 seed llke this. We plant them in a little tub. We nurture 5 doesn’t have balance. It continues down the same road we’ve

6 them for two years, then we plant thera in the field. Seven 6 gone down the last twenty-five years, which is no new water

7 years later we get a crop. I’m on a hundred-percent drip. 7 development, large population growth, which adds to the

8 We grow food for people to eat around the world. We need to 8 water demand. Agriculture doesn’t demand a~y more water.

9 work together. 9 It hasn’t used any more water in thirty years, yet we are

10 ~nd I don’ t like what I hear that they portray I0 getting blamed as the big water hogs. Nothing could be

II us that us farraers wa~%t more water. We have given up over a ii further fro~ the tr~/th.

12 ~tillion acre feet. We suggest we look at more storage so 12 The environment of the San Joaq~in Valley is

13 that we can accomplish the environmental goals and serve 13 drying up today because of that lack of leadershlp, the lack

14 everybody’s needs, but we are not advocating adcLitional 14 of foresightedness that our forefathers had when they built

15 water storage solely for us. We are all supposed to get 15 the state water project. If they had built the state water

16 better together. Thank you. 16 project in the Central Valley project with the environment

17 MR. TANNER: Hello. My name is Ernie Tanner. 17 in mind, as conscious as we are today, they wouldun’ t have

18 I’m a C.V.P. farmer. I’m a third generation. I also grow 18 built it the way they did.

19 food llke Mr. waymire, and a lot of environmentalists here 19 We can go back, and we have the ability to fix

20 was saying that we need to get rid of the dams, but I have 20 this problem, but it takes pl%unbing. The biggest problem

21 to remind them they are the beneficiaries. We are water 21 that we have is we don’ t have enough stored water from the

22 users. They are the consumers of the water. 22 wet years to carry over to sustain the environment, to

23 ~d we have to decide if we are using three 23 sustain the cities, and sustain the farms during the dry

24 hundred gallons a day per person, and llke the former 24 years.

25 speaker said fifteen point four million, multiply that up, 25 It’s not rocket science. We can’t continue to
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1 then you add another nine httndred gallons a day to feed 1 p%tmp two hundred or betwee~ one and two million acre feet of

2 them. That’s a lot of additional water. Somebody has got 2 water out of the underground of this state on average years.

3 to go hungry. 3 It will devastate not only the economy but the environment

4 For my great-great-grandchildren, I don’t want 4 of the areas that are overdrafted.

5 water rationing. We already have it in our city of Hanford, 5 What I’m seeing here is a forsaking of the

6 odd/even days. What’s it going to be in twenty years? Are 6 environment that currently exists from the Delta south for

7 we not going to wash our cars? What’s going to happen here? 7 the central part of the s~ate and the Delta. Please produce

8 I love the fish too. I mean, we can all work together here, 8 some balance. Thank you.

9 but I already do my part conserving water. 9 MR. HILDEBR~/~D: My na~e is Alex Hildebrand.

I0 I heard in earlier testimony that I spend a i0 My daughter a~d I farm in the south Delta. She wants to be

ii great deal of money on sprinkler irrigation. When it came ii able to continue to do so when I’m gone.

12 to the end Of the year, I had a hundred-thousand-dollar bill 12 California’s production of food must increase

13 because I di~in’t use all of my water. I coulda’t carry it 13 so that there’s a~ adequate food supply for our

14 over to the next year because the reservoir was full. I 14 grandchildren when we have twenty million more Californians

15 don’t know what happened to my water, but I got charged for 15 to feed. In twenty-flve years the food supply available on

16 it. 16 the world market will be greatly reduced due to world

17 We do conserve water, but we need additional 17 population growth and the lack of adequate water in many

18 off-slte storage. I hope you will consider this and we can 18 countries.

19 have off-site storage so when we farmers conserve water, we 19 We will sacrifice our children’s future if we

20 can use it in the next year. Tha/%k you. 20 follow C2tLFED’s plans to take land and water away from the

21 MR. VERBOOW: Good evening. My name is Jim 21 produce!on of food while a need for food is growing and also

22 Verboon. I’m a farmer from Laden, California. That’s in 22 if we follow CALFED’s plan not to Just continue but to

23 the middle part of the state that’s in a/% area very close to 23 increase the unsustainable overdraftlng a~d salinizing of

24 where we’ve recently lost eight hundred thousand acre feet 24 Central Valley groundwaters, which is all that now gets us

25 of water. That water was being productively used to grow 25 through drought years. ~-nd if we also accept CALFED’s
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1 refusal to build a valley draln~ without which we will 1 growing our food. Demonstration projects and innovative

2 gradually destroy the fertile south Central Valley farmlands 2 farmers have shown savings possible of up to twenty-five or

3 that are essential to our food supply. 3 even fifty percent while getting the saree or higher crop

4 CALFED must vigorously develop and pursue a 4 yields. Those farmers who are conserving, I thamk you.

5 plan to ~itigate the impact of the state and federal 5 applaud you.

6 projects on the watershed Of the San Joaquin and Tulare 6 I’m wearing this silly little button that says

7 basins. They must get started on the slow process of 7 "Conservation Works." I wear it because I believe it.

8 raising Bryant Dam, increasing storage in the ~ings River 8 Using technologies and methods available today, not Just

9 watershed and elsewhere, and building a drain to convey to 9 far~ers but industries, cities can each reduce water use by

10 the ocean the salt that is imported into the south Central 10 thirty percent with no sacrifice of economic output or

11 Valley by the CVp and the SWP. 11 quality of life. Simply measuring and charging for water by

12 Until the drain is built, CALFED’s plan must 12 volume greatly reduces waste. Installing water meters in

13 reduce the high salinity in the San Joaquin River that 13 the city of Sacramento would save as much water as produced

14 results from this importation of salt. This can be done, in 14 by the proposed Auburn Dam on the ~merlcan River.

15 part, by installing three types of barriers in the south 15 Building new or expanding existing dams and

16 Delta to stop and recapture and reexport the concentrated 16 reservoirs will cause further environmental damage by

17 salt that drains into the river from the CVP service area. 17 flooding valuable land and habitat, removing the freshwater

18 Instead of using the llntited supply of high 18 flows to keep our rivers, D~ita, and Bay healthy. C~J~FED

19 q~/allty water from San J0aq~in River tributaries to provide 19 should not consider new or expanded dams, canals, or

20 spring fish flows, spring flow is needed for fish between 20 reservoirs until alternative solutions have been given a

21 the Mendona pool and the south Delta should be provided with 21 real chance to work, and taxpayers should not be asked to

22 recirculated Delta water as has been previously proposed by 22 subsidize these expensive options. I thank you.

23 the South Delta Water Agency, a model by DWR. 23 MR. ABEI~: J.R. ~ele. I’m from Colusa

24 CALFED has adopted pla~s for true Delta 24 County. I’m a grower. I’m kind of curious, does anybody

25 conveyance and south Delta water management without first 25 ever come up here ~_nd say "I love it. You did a great Job"?
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1 analyzing the impacts and benefits and without involving and 1 Don’t get your hopes up. I’m not going to do that.

2 development Of these plans the expertise and views of 2 I’m a grower.    I raise almonds.    I don" t wa~t

3 affected in Delta entities such as the Delta Protection 3 to be condescending to anybody in the group, but some folks

4 Commission, the three Delta water agencies, the Delta 4 may not k~ow what a/% almond is. It’s a little nut, and it

5 counties, etcetera. Plan must be reconsidered with that 5 grows on a tree. I go and I plant these in an orchard. And

6 involvement. 6 generally speaking that orchard lasts about twenty-five

7 There are twelve times as many people in 7 years. And what I’m going to, in my circuitous way, address

8 California as there were when I was born. We dido’ t have 8 here is water storage.

9 any -- I’ll q-/it. 9 When I go to the ba~ker and I say "~£r. Banker,

i0 (A brief recess was taken.) 10 I’m thinking Of planting this orchard of almonds. Would you

11 MS. BADEN: Good evening. I’m Blaine Baden II give me a loan?" And he says "Well, yeah, sure but do you

12 with California Canoe and Kayak. Although none of the 12 have water?" And I said "Well I think I do," but maybe it

13 points I want to make are new, I think they are important 13 turns out I don’t. Do you think he’d give me the loan?

14 enough that they bear repeating. 14 Some of you own homes. How many of you own

15 Our state has the largest and most complex 15 homes? Rhetorical question. Many of you. You went out and

16 plumbing system in the world. We already have more than 16 got a mortgage. I’ve bought a couple of homes in

17 fourteen hundred major dams in the state. These dams have 17 California. Everytime I went to my mortgage broker and if

18 led to the widespread devastation of California’s 18 were to say to him, "Hey, I got this nice little two-story

19 environment and the decimation of the salmon fisheries in 19 house. It’s beautiful. White picket fence, but I may not

20 the Sacramento and American Rivers. The dams in this state 20 have water in five years, you think you’ll give me a loan?"

21 have a combined capacity of forty-two million acre feet. I 21 It’s no different for me as a farmer. It’s a real issue.

22 can’t even imagine how much that is. We can a~d must use 22 So what I really want to address with you here

23 this water more efficiently. 23 is water storage. It is an important issue. And without

24 Millions of gallons of water is being lost to 24 some guarantees to agriculture, we’re really at risk. And

25 evaporation without serving a useful purpose, such as 25 that’s the other thing in your plan, you have a nice budget.
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1 My family moved here, a~d I still farm the 1 wish we could take off all of our silly badges. I think we

2 sa/ae far~ that we farmed in ~he 1880s. Now, that farm was 2 could talk to each other a whole lot better that way.

3 dryland wheat. Irrigation in a me~_Iterranea/~ climate all 3 I have a couple cormnents. I k~ow no corlmorate

4 get capitalized into the value of this land. Are you going 4 farmers. I k~ow no corporate farmers. The farmers I know

5 to compensate me for the reduction in the value of that 5 are small farmers. They bring their produce to Jack

6 land? I dot~bt you would. 6 London Square in Oakland every sunday, and I buy from them.

7 But the other thing I want you to know is I 7 I know one farmer in the valley who grows two hundred acres

8 llve right up the road here about a_n hour away. We farTa 8 of almonds, or as I llke to call them almonds. None of

9 about five httndred acres of almonds, and most of it has been 9 them, as I know, are s~bsidized. We need water subsidy

i0 subdivided into acre parcels. Right now there are about i0 changes.

II fifteen people living on it. ii I pay metered water in Oakland. I think we

12 Now if my banker pressures me and I sell that, ’12 need to have a better balance on how our water is charged

13 there’s going to be two hundred people living on that land. 13 and who pays for it. I need to say that I think that any

14 so I ~/ess if you consider the negative impacts of making 14 new water storage project should be not subsidized, whoever

15 one decision and seeing where that leads you, I hope you 15 needs the water should pay for it.

16 consider these thoughts. ~_nd thank you. 16 Lastly, two quick little things. This sunnier

17 MR. MILLER: With no disrespect to the panel, 17 --

18 my tax dollars pay your salaries, and I’d like to talk to 18 MR. ERICKSON: I’m Roy Erlckson from Marln

19 the crowd here. 19 County, and I raise k.~ef, sheep, and habitat for wildlife.

20 I’m a sixteenth generation North American. My 20 The ranch has been in the fantily since 1897. My

21 fa/~ily predates the constitution. I woke up at 6:00 o’clock 21 grandchildren, if they keep on farming, will be the fifth

22 this morning, and I turned on the TV to check the stock 22 generation to operate the ranch. As a sheep a/id beef

123 market and flipped past the House of Representatives and the 23 rancher, I rely on alfalfa hay and feed grains from the

24 Senate to see what they were doing, and the House of 24 Central Valley, so I’m concerned about reducing water quotas

25 Representatives was debating milk pricing. A-~d we had half 25 for the Central Valley farmers.
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1 Democrats, half Republicans on both sides of the issue. 1 It see/ms logical to me that the increased

2 It was very fascinating for me to hear this. 2 storage capacity would be a part of the long range plan for

3 Basically the most interesting thing I learned is that if 3 C~J~D. AS our population continues to grow at a faster ~/%d

4 you want to be a dairy farmer, part of your milk pricing 4 faster pace, the need for more food and fiber to meet the

5 subsidy is based upon the distance you are from Eau Claire, 5 needs of this increase in population also grows. Five years

6 Wisconsin. And I coul4-%’ t believe it. We live in this 6 ago in the U.S.A. we were losing approximately four thousand

7 archaic system of subsidies. So if you want to be a dairy 7 acres of prime agricultural la/~d every day to develo~xnent.

8 farmer in New Mexico, some of your subsidy you will get will 8 I have no idea how many acres that we are losing today.

10 based upon a law in the 1930s. We need change. 10 seem like a sound way -- sound practice of conserving water

11 You guys have probably done a great Job, ii by taking agricultural land out of production. It see~s to

12 Judging from what I’ve seen. I’ve served on a panel like 12 me that increased water storage seems to be the main thing

13 this down in the Bay Area, the Oakland Estuary Advisory 13 that we need to concentrate On. I think C~FED’s mandate is

14 Council. It’s a tough Job. You are not going to make 14 to prepare a water plan that provides for the needs Of

15 anybody happy, but you probably work real hard at trying to 15 people and food production as well as fish and wildlife.

16 make things work.
116

I’ve been on the ranch since 1953, and my

17 I’m a small businessman. I am a retailer. 17 basic concern is preserving the open space and the beauty of

18 Now, no one -- no hand from heaven came down and said "You 18 the la~d.    I have the title a/Id the deed.    I ca/l sell the

19 be a farmer, you be a farmer, Keith you be a retailer. We 19 land anytime I want to, but do I have ~he right to desecrate

20 don’t want you to be a farmer." I take responsibility for 20 the landscape? The landscapa doesn’t belong to me. The

21 everything I do. I started in 1982 with two e~ployees. Now 21 landscape belongs to everybody. That’s a quote fro~ chief

22 I have forty full-time equivalents. I create Jobs. I don’t 22 Seattle. Thank you.

23 take any public subsidies. I pay nine layers of taxes. I 23 MR. BUCARIA: Charles Bucarla. First of all,

24 aIa certainly not anti-far~er. 24 thank you very much for your patience over your sixteen

25 After hearing everyone talk tonight so far, I 25 hearings. You are doing a hack of a Job as has C~FED in
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1 putting together this massive amount of technical 1 July plus two fires.

2 information. 2 In correcting that, it leads to the next -- we

3 I’m past conservation vice president for 3 sit in the American Kiver Basin, ~und the American River

4 Federation of Fly Fishers, and I’m here flat out on the 4 Basin is included in the Sacr~/nento River area. It looks

5 behalf of the fish. I can cite the two to four generations 5 like there is lots of water, but the fact of the matter is

6 of Californians that I’m standing here as a result of, 6 that the American River Basin has two major cones of

7 depending on which side of my family you look at, and say 7 depression on either side of the American River, a/%d the

8 that we’ve done a lot of things in the way of exploiting the 8 American River is a very challenged basin.

9 assets of this state, whether it’s logging our forests, 9 ~d the population demographics is the third

10 whether it’s providing a Betch Hetchy aqueduct, or whether i0 point, really need to have projections of population.

11 it’s putting in a state water project. 11 LAsting 1990 population statistics does not tell us where we

12 The era of being able to go further west and 12 are going and what we have to support.

13 exploit those resources is over, amd now it’s time for us to 13 So if we take a look, the next point co~t~ng

14 take look at what we have and say what sort of a state do we 14 off the population demographics and what the American R!vet

15 want california to be after we’ve left it. ~d it’s that 15 Basin has to support is we’ re going to have a city that, s

16 challenge that I ~hink you who are younger in this panel 16 gone aru_n from Vacaville to Tahoe from Chico to Merced.

17 need to be very conscious of because you are going to have 17 It’s going to b~ the fourth major population area of the

i18 to live with the decisions that are going to be made as a 18 state of california. ~nd that urbanization, I would like to

19 result of what CALFED does. 19 say "Gee, the people aren’t going to corae," but they are

20 My concern is that I don’t believe you are 20 going to be there. It’s not a question build it and they

21 going far enough. A farmer needs land in order to grow 21 will come, it’s a question of if you don’ t build it, they

22 crops. A homeowner needs a place where he can get an 22 are going to be here.

23 adequate supply of drinking water and be able to have enough 23 I have some specific comments about basin

24 water to irrigate his landscape. Fish need enough water to 24 management, but my tlme is short, so I Just want to say that

25 live. 25 I feel strongly that -- I Just came from a conference that
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1 During the develo~nent of our water project, 1 Secretary Nichols was at a-~d spoke on the fact that we are

2 we gave away a lot of our fisheries. If California’s 2 genuinely recognizing that groundwater and surface water are

3 population is going to continue to grow as it is right now, 3 the same resource.

4 we’re going to have to have those places where we have the 4 And as we have laws for AB 3030s and other

5 recreation available within reasonable distance of our urban 5 basin ma/~agement facilities, we have to find a way to give

6 areas that those urban areas are worth living in. 6 the management activities the authority to actually

7 Those are the thlngs that I’d like you to 7 designate the place of use for b~th surface and grou/%dwater

8 consider seriously in your protections as you develop your 8 within the basins. We’ve got to eliminate some of the

9 plan, and the Federation is sub~tting its written co~anents. 9 approval processes in order to get the efficiencies.

i0 Thank you very much. 10 ~. DEL CHIARO: My name is Larry Del Chiaro.

11 }(R. KOZLEN: sandy Kozlen. I’m on the board II I’m a third generation fa~-mer in the Sacramento D~ita. I

12 for the Carmichael Water District. I also sit on the boards 12 would like to state that California farmers are

13 for the Sacramento Metropolitan Water Authority and the ~3 conservationist and environmentalists. ~t’s important to

14 Sacramento North Area Groundwater Management Agency. 14 remember that California agriculture is the most

15 Like to talk a little bit a!~out some of the 15 ecologically efficient in the world. California agriculture

16 urban descriptions that are contained in the urban supply 16 is an envirorzaental resource. We in ag provide wildlife

17 economic section seven of the fIR. It appears that what you 17 with food, shelter, and habitat by our crop rotation. We

18 are doing is using Carmichael’s lowest daily usage, which I i18 could not have crop rotation if we had no water for our

19 think is kind of deceptive, i19 crops.

20 I think that the fact of the matter is it 20 A prime example of this is during the

21 appears you are using four mgd for Car~ulchael’s use. We 21 ~/ought, my farm!ng operation on Sherman Island was the last

22 actually have a peak of around twenty-flve, an average 22 to receive fresh water, if there was any, and the first to

23 arottnd twelve, and in peak hours around thirty-two during 23 receive the saltwater intrusion. I saw my farm income

24 the middle of the sunnier, so it really needs to show that 24 suffer, but I also saw the wildlife habitat suffer, without

25 there’s this range. Urban districts bill for the middle of 25 any crop rotation, wildlife would not be able to survive, so
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l I’m asking you a~d telling you, please provide more water l Co~tnty. The fears I have of the CALFED program is that we

2 for agriculture, protect the lands that we farmers survive 2 are not going to have enough water for agriculture, a~d I

3 on because we couldm’t be third-, fourth-, fifth-, 3 feel that it’s going to be diverted to the Bay-Delta

4 sixth-year generation farmers if we destroyed the land that 4 ecosystem. I think that will take priority over every other

5 we raise our crops on and our farailies. Thank you. 5 user in California. Cities will come in second. I think

6 MR. CASEY: My name is Jim Casey. I’m with 6 agriculture will come in third.

7 the Osborne Company. We’ re distributors of Grttndfos Hot 7 As you all know, California is the nation’s

8 Water reclrculatlng pumps primarily used in new homes. 8 number one supplier of food a~d fiber, providing forty

9 These pumps benefit conservation, as well as comfort, by 9 percent of the nation’s food and fiber. In Merced County

10 recirculatlng water and not wasting the water which would i0 alone, it provides one point two billion to the county

11 normally go down a drain. This is attached to the water 11 economy.

12 heat and basically pumped to the farthest fixture and 12 And what I see happening is if we don’t have

13 returned, so this water is not wasted when you turn the 13 more surface water storage on a dry year, agriculture is

14 fixture on. 14 going to suffer. Agriculture carunot go boom or bust. It’s

15 The com~erclal buildings in California using 15 a buslness like a~y other business, and if you take one or

16 millions of gallons daily and projected housing starts at a 16 two years with no water, ag is going to disappear. I’m

17 hundred seventy-two thousand. Demand for cost-effective 17 going to disappear when I ca/%’ t provide services for ag

18 conservation devices will increase. 18 which won’t be there. Other service providers throughout

19 These hot water circulating pumps, mine and 19 the county will disappear also.

20 others, can save an average home twelve thousand to 20 From Redding to Bakersfield I envision a giant

21 thirty-eight thousand gallons annually, depending on the 21 desert because everything will disappear if ag disappears,

22 size and length of the pipe. 22 amd that’s what I’m really afraid of. I feel that we have

23 Based on CALFED’S program as it has been 23 to guarantee agriculture a reliable supply of water so they

24 described, I would llke to address the water use efficiency 24 can plan from year to year what they are going to do.

25 patrol and the integrated water management bundle and how 125 In Trinity County the it~mber industry was shut
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1 this can play a part. 1 down because Of environmental regulations, and something

2 Under the un~rella of urban conservation, the 2 that happened in Trinity County was that the divorce rate

3 hot water recirculation could be included as an effective 3 skyrocketed, Juvenile crime skyrocketed, the entire area was

4 water management tool that can increase the utility of 4 devastated because you took the economy away. What will

5 available supplies. Hot water recirculation is a means to 5 happen in the Central Valley when you take away the economy?

6 reduce water waste by also providing better use Of water and 6 I think you should take into review on your Environmental

8 water, taps and showers offer i~ediate hot water on demand. 8 agriculture. Thank you.

9 Next I’ d like to address the integrated water 9 MR. ERLANDSON: I’m Lloyd Erlandson from

10 management bo/~dle. This includes actions that can lead to ~0 Merced Cothnty. Very short state, tent to make. I would like

11 improvements in the water supply reliability and flexibility 11 very much consideration of additional storage for the

12 through improvements in use efficiency. Hot water 12 environment. I’m a farmer. I have almonds in the

13 recirculatlon can be referenced here as a/~ effective tool to 13 Modesto/Turlock Irrigation District. The need for water is

14 improve water use. 14 gonna increase in Californ/a. With an increase in

15 AS previously mentioned, hot water recirc 15 population, there’s no way you can get around it.

16 pumps reduce the waste of water in taps for showers and 16 Environment needs to be protected. I provide

17 sinks. In addition, by attaching to the hot water heater, 17 habitat along with food for people to eat. so my concerns

18 the primps enable household appliances to work more 18 are the storage situation. Thank you very much.

19 efficiently by reducing the amount of energy normally used. 19 MR. CH~/M~R!~IN: I’m Duane Chan~rlain from

20 We suggest that hot water recirc be included 20 Yolo County. I’m a farmer. I want to emphasize one thing:

21 in these programs, and we are eager to work with CALFED to 21 Storage, storage, storage. I don’ t see how you can possibly

22 make this happen. 22 run this thing without more storage. If we didn’t have the

23 MR. NOBLE: Hello. I’m Dennis Noble. I’m 23 storage in the state that we have now, where would we be.

24 from Merced. I’m on the board of directors for the Merced 24 I live on the west side of the valley.

25 County Farr~ Bureau.    I*m also a crop duster in Merced 25 There’s no streams that r~ns year-rottnd naturally. Also the
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1 flood control is a major factor of storage. ~f we d/dn’t I further, and I see you are considering the environmental

2 have the big reservoirs and lakes that we have, the flooding 2 effects that have been going on for the last h~ndred years

3 we had a couple years ago right here where we are in 3 or more. We need to continue on in conservation a_~d

4 Sacramento used to have incredible flooding problems until 4 efficiency.

5 the big dams and reservoirs were built. 5 North central urban areas need to look into

6 Also the reservoirs provide massive habitat. 6 doing the water meters. When people have to pay more for

7 I have a ranch in Glenn County out in the hills, and there’s 7 their water, they conser-~e. My next-door neighbor watered

8 three lakes on it. And if you go out there today, that’s 8 for six days last week. I guess maybe he was on vacation.

9 the only place there’s any wildlife on that ranch, unless 9 I don’t know. If he had a water meter he probably wouldn’t

10 you like to see grasshoppers Jumping arottnd in the grass i0 do that. A big deal has been made how LA has conserved and

11 because ~hat’s all that’s out in the open fields. But 11 they are down to a hu~d~ed fifty gallons per person. On the

12 around the lakes there’s ducks, there’s all kinds of fish, 12 other side of my family, my father grew up in Nevada. They

13 and everything. 13 were accustomed to fifty gallons per person per day. That’s

14 Also I think that we need to clean these 14 much less than LA even now, so certainly urban areas can

15 waterways. I have friends that live on the Sacramento River 15 help with the water.

16 Just north of here that tell me that the river is eight to 16 Sounds like some of the farmers here have been

17 ten feet shallower today than it was twenty years ago. 17 conserving their use. I think we need to continue doing

18 These are people that fish a~d llve there. Are you going to 18 that. I think we need to take some land out of production.

19 let these rivers silt up until the silt is clear to the top 19 The land that is marginal or has great deal of ntlnerals that

20 of the levees? 20 are causing problems in the south area we should take out

21 I have major problems in my own ranches 21 and it will not affect that much food production.

22 with the silting up coming down out of the mountains and 22 The water projects in the last thirty or forty

23 stuff. This is a natural thing that happens. This is how 23 years have been paid by taxpayers, and we knew eventually

24 we have the topsoil in the valley that’s happened through 24 that the growth in urbai~ areas would be using more and more

25 thousands of years is the buildup, hut by building 25 of that water. Now farming is getting squeezed because
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1 reservoirs and controlling this we can stop some of this 1 urban areas need it.    I see that is something that we’ve

2 silting. 2 grown accustomed to and I’m afraid that some farmers

3 Other thing I’d like to mention is down in the 3 consider that a~ entitlement. When society finally decides

4 Delta. I would like to not see any farmland taken out of 4 they need the water, we need to make some sort of

5 production. State of California also already owns half or 5 arrangements there. I think that we should be looking at

6 the federal government in the state already own half of the 6 conservation first, then looking into additional storage.

7 land in the state, virtually no agriculture production 7 I know we have an immense system of dams in

8 happens on this land. In fact, all you have to do is drive 8 this state. Occasionally I talk to people around here in

9 along our highways and see how well the state maintains the 9 Sacramento, and I challenge them: Na~e all the reservoirs

i0 weed control. The state doesn’t take very good care of its 10 in fifty miles. They can name two or three. There’s many

II land at all, as far as I’m concerned, ii more than that. They have no idea how big this system is.

12 Lastly, I would Just llke to say thank 12 ~ think we should look at those dams. We should be looking

13 good~ess for the people that in the past have built the 13 that much further down the line. We should be looking at

14 reservoirs and lakes and levee systems that we have. We 14 the groundwater uses first.

15 have an incredible system, a~d I think those people need to 15 And lastly on the environment I see some

16 be co~mended for what they’ve done, a/%d we need to carry on 16 problems in the assura/ices but no guarantees.    I know it was

17 and continue this same thing forward. Thank you. 17 one of the main missions Of CALFED. I really hope it’s

18 MR. RICE: Hello. I’m Ia_n Rice. On my 18 there. I’m not absolutely certain by myself.

19 mother’s side, fourth generation Californian to continue 19 MR. RUHNAM: Good evening. I’m Steve R~h/lam,

20 that. 20 a resident of E1 Dorado County and formerly a resident of

21 In general I think CALFED is goinq in the 21 thirsty Southern California. I’m also a fisherman and a

22 right direction. The cooperation that does seem to be going 22 boater, a water skier, white water kayaker, consumer of

23 on does seem better than the lawsuits that were going on 23 agricultural products, including too many almonds or

24 before. I think the conservation is good, looks like you 24 almonds, a~d I use the well water on my la~d so water is

25 are going the right direction there. I think we need to go i25 surrounding me all the time so I greatly appreciate the
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1 opportttnity to talk to you about water policy, l It’s also excessive or prolonged breathing this material may

2 If I was your boss, a/Id I guess in a way I am, 2 cause central nervous system damage. I had like to quote a

3 ai%d I wanted to make a decision about CALF~D’s preferred 3 little eco toxicity point: This material may be toxic to

4 program plan, I wouldi~’t be happy right now because I have 4 aquatic orga/lisms and should be kept out of sewage

5 forty-flve pounds of obfuscation that I probably can" t prune 5 drainage systems and all bodies of water. EnvlroD~ental

6 real good information out of, a/~d then I’ve got marketing 6 fate, no ~h~ta available. Call you guess? It’s asphalt.

7 literature, which is really pushing a progrem or plan, and 7 It’s one of the largest pollutants we have.

8 what I would want, if I was your boss, is something that’s 8 Now in our state also a~other point is it

9 more of a synthesis of the salient characteristics and 9 takes seventeen shots inoculations by law for our children

I0 points and info~ation that everybody is bringing up in this 10 to enter the school system. The average, I understand, for

ii room tonight, and I’m sure at other hearings, that really 11 the nation is thlrty-three. Our environment is getting more

12 represents a more ~nbiased view of what the issues a/~d 12 toxic.

13 principles are. I’d llke to see something about where the 13 Most layman, most people have no idea what the

14 water really goes in thin documentation, not in the 14 parameters of water testing is all about. Even the Jar

15 forty-five pounds of obfuscation. 15 right there there’s a bacteria you call’ t sa~itlze or

16 If I’m llke one of the ecosystem quality 16 sterilize, Z mean, plastic. You can do glass, but you can’t

17 folks, which I em, I value that very strongly, I view this 17 do plastic. So there are bacteria co~ints in those. They

18 plan, as I look at it, I don’t know if it’s your plan or 18 are not being tested, ~und they are paying more than the

19 your plan perspective, but I view it as a way of Just 19 price of a gallon of gas.

20 wrapping ~ building ~nd canal building behind ecosystem 20 Water costs will go up. People can get their

21 quality. I saw the video, and it’s ducks flying and all 21 water, but they are going to pay more. You will be

22 sorts of nice birds and animals, but it doesn’t strike me as 22 converting more saltwater because freshwater is li~ted in

23 ecosystem quality at all. It’s dam building, canal 23 its resource.

24 building. A~d if your objective is different, then be a 24 So we have to separate potable water. I think

25 little bit more objective when you present information to 25 it’s impertant. There’s many other points going on I’d like
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1 the public. That’s what they deserve. 1 to take more time, but I’ll end it here and give you a copy

2 If I’m a taxpayer, I’ d rather pay my hundred 2 of this. This is from Chevron. It’s a ten-page MSDS.

3 dollars -- well, first of all, I’d rather not pay any more 3 MR. GREBER: My na~e is Joh~ Greber. I am a

4 taxes, but if I had to pay more taxes, I’d rather pay my 4 rancher here in Sacramento County out in the Franklin area.

5 taxes not for a hundred dollars more of concrete in a dam to 5 The one problem I really see wi~h this is the storage

6 blow the something that I treasure greatly. I’d rather pay 6 problem.

7 my h~dred dollars for subsldizlng farmers to realize that 7 As a r~ncher, I know that the years that I’ve

8 big time water savings that we had quoted in your video with 8 made some income, which I guess you will call those wet

9 new irrigation techniques were used, great water restoration 9 years, if I don’ t save some of that money, let me tell you,

10 mechanisms that we heard about tonight. That’s where I’d 10 those drought years will eat me right up and I’m going to be

11 like to see my tax dollars go, not to more concrete and 11 out of business and I don’ t think the water system in the

12 damming up our water resources. 12 state is going to be any different. If we don’t look

13
MR. COMBS: Good evening, panel. My name is 13 forward a~d keep water in reserve in the ba~k, tlIaes are

i14 Elvey Co~bs. I’m a consultant in life support systems in 14 going to get le~n eventually. We are not always going to

15 aquaculture. I’m an eight-generation Californian and about 15 have this, so we do need to look forward.

16 a fourteenth-generation America and Vietnam vet. 16 One other quick cor~ent would be let’s try to

17 I’ d like to touch some Of the major points 17 keep some co,on sense into the plan. I live out next to a

18 before I -- on the questlon/answer I talked about 18 wildlife refuge. I see how the goverIEaent is managing the

19 infrastructure, the need for a sewer system for the Sierras, 19 wildlife refuge. Somet~mles it’s laughable. The locals keep

20 the drainage surface water aquifer type situation. We have 20 saying the birds and the wildlife come over to the private

21 to separate potable water from our sewer systems. We are 21 grounds to get their food.

22 using our rivers and streams for sewer systems. 22 Years ago we told them when they first went

23 I have an example here of a pollutant. It’s a 23 out there to continue cattle grazing. They said we were

24 known carcinogen. And when you do make projects, you have 24 deadly wrong. Seven, ten years later they found out they

25 to get M3DSS on public works projects. This is an ~DS. 25 need to graze cattle out there. If we don’t take a
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1 corydon-sense approach to the water plan, it’s also what’s 1 safe food supply produced tinder stringent conditions,

2 going to happen. Down the road we will find out that, gee, 2 es~clally here in California. You may not know the

3 something we should have figured out a long time ago is 3 cultural practices of foreign producers: ~hat pesticides

4 here. 4 are they using? What are their fertilizer sources? What

5 So we Just need to look ahead, try to pla/%. I 5 are their irrigation water sources? ~/e these imports

6 know sometimes it’s hard to plan for the future, but I 6 st~bJect to the s~e close scan/tiny as our production? As a

7 suspect it’s going to come up, and we are going to need that 7 consumer, I think I would be very concerned.

8 storage water. Thank you. 8 You couple all of these items with the

9 ~. ELLIS: Yes. I’m Tom Ellis, a grower from 9 challenges to our water rights, the Ea%da/%gered Species Act,

I0 southern Colusa County, a~d I’ve lived there all my life. 10 urban sprawl encroaching on our far, and, and one begins to

Ii As a farmer, the idea of taking water away from agriculture I1 wonder what future we farmers, our farm workers, and the

12 and fallowing land is of great concern to me. It makes me 12 entire ag business cor~nunity has.

13 think we take our abundant and affordable food supply for 13 C~J~FED officials be very careful in your

14 granted, which is easy to do when you go to the local 14 decisions. Your irreversible and irretrievable conversion

15 supermarket a~d see the wide variety of food displayed so 15 of thousands of acres of fazmtland will have a devastating

16 beautifully. 16 impact. They say it’s for the fish to~y. Wnat will it be

17 California is in a position as a supplier of 17 tomorrow?

18 most of the specialty crops and many of the staple food and 18 ~K%. OESS~IN: Good evening. My name is Gail

19 fiber items the U.S. a~d maBy foreign co~tntries rely upon. 19 Jesswein, and I was bern and raised on a farm, so I

20 Our Central Valley is blessed with a temperate climate, very 20 understand the concerns of the farmers, but I think the

21 good soil, a/%d a high q~/allty water supply. Couple this 21 subject I’m going to raise has some of the sanle concerns.

22 with progressive farmers, good farm workers, good processing 22 I’m going to present the comments of the Recreational

23 of transpertation infrastructure, supported by the UC and 23 Boaters of California. Recreation and boating is a concern.

24 state college ag programs and the corporate extension 24 I’m a director of R~. I’m also a me~%ber of the Delta

25 service, and the result is a vibrant, productive food 25 Yacht Club and a beater who has enjoyed the Delta for many
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1 machine. 1 years.

2 Our water supply is the result of pioneers 2 ~ is a nonprofit organization that works on

3 seeing the potential in the land, if only the devastating 3 behalf of forty thousand boating fanuilies to protect a/%d

4 flooding could be controlled. They developed levees to keep 4 enhance the interests of recreational boating as they would

5 the rivers within their channels and bypass type flood 5 be impacted by the state legislation and regulations. AS a

6 control systems that could handle peak flows during severe 6 statewide organization, we recognize the importance of the

7 winter storms. ? CALFED program in the development of long-term solutions to

8 Prior to doing this, our valley was nearly @ the water needs of California and to the protection of the

9 unfit for htunan habitat except in the dry years. Then they 9 valuable D~ita environment and resources.

i0 realized a great amount of the water flows could be saved as 10 At the same time the recreational boating

ii storage was developed: Several ~ams were constructed saving II commtLnity has several serious concerns with the draft

12 water for s~7~ner irrigation. ~d I can reme~tber when Shasta 12 problematic EIS/EIR for the C~uLFED Bay-Del~a program.

13 Dam was built, the Bureau of Reclamation begged farmers to 13 Enclosed with this letter -- for the record, our letter is

14 contract for its user the use of that watert so farmers went 14 from two hu/~dred and forty-two individual ~>~aters who are

15 ahead, they contracted for it, invested in their lands, 15 troubled by the negative impacts that the prograrawould have

16 distribution systems, and now you are talking e~bout taking 16 on boating.

17 it away. It sounds like betrayal to me. 17 TO date the efforts being conducted by fifteen

18 The real concern is the threat to our food 18 state and federal agencies has not sufficiently considered

19 supply resulting from governmental action. You and CA!~FED 19 the impacts t_hat the prograuns would have on recreational

20 are trying to take our water away and fallowing land. EPA 20 boaters in the Sacra~ento/Sa~ Joaq~in ~lta a!~d the San

21 with its actions restricting the use Of pesticides, the Food 21 Francisco Bay.

22 Quality Protection Act and its rant[fications. What else is 22 We request that recreation boaters be included

23 going to come up? 23 as stakeholders and that the program include measures that

24 I think it’s unwise for a nation to become 24 mitigate the negative impacts on boating. Boaters caltnot

25 dependent upon importing its food. Currently we have a very 125 embrace the proposed preferred program alternativeuntil a
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I nu!~ber of critical issues are addressed, the impacts 1 ~-nd I am, again, appalled at in your forty-six

2 assessed, and the mitigations decided upon for the following 2 hundred pages there was nothing addressing upstream storage

3 issuest Navigation in the Delta and Bay, includlng 3 of the good water. That is basically what we need. We need

4 restrictions on speed and channel barriers; water currents, 4 to conserve the water that we are now losing. We are only

5 flows, and speed; boating-related facilities, including 5 using six percent and collecting a~d using for agriculture

6 pxxmp-out stations and gray water disposal; businesses that 6 and other businesses, but we need upstream storage, whether

7 rely on boaters as c~stomers, a/Id there’s three or four 7 it be more reservoirs, I don’t care what you call it.

8 other items here that will be in -- that’s in the 8 Shasta, raise it thirty feet. Let’s do the Job right.

9 presentation. 9 So let’s address the probleans, let’s take care

10 In addition a percentage of funds for the 10 of it, let’s do it. Let’s do it for our children and for

11 CALFED program should be set aside for the preparation and ii our unborn children. Thank you.

12 implementation of a master plan for recreational boating 12 MR. BEENE: Good evening. My name is Britt

13 that is developed by representatives of the recreational 13 Beene. I’m a_n almond and walnut grower in Merced County.

14 boating stakeholders. 14 I’m also second vice chair of the california Young Farmers

15 It’s important that the CALFED process 15 and Ranchers state comatlttee, and before I go into my

116 recognize and incorporate the findings of the Department of 16 prepared notes, I want to make one comment.

17 Boating and Waterways studies regarding levee erosion, 17 A younger woman was here earlier, a/ld she said

18 vessel traffic, and boating needs assessment to determine 18 that agriculture was taking water away fr~m the enviroD/aent

19 prime aquatic recreational boating areas to be protected. 19 or taking it away from the ecosystem, but my far~ is an

20 We are very concerned that the draft problematic EIS/EIR 20 ecosystem. My groves are an ecosystem. My walnut trees in

21 fails to adequately address these critical issues. 21 the fields are an ecosystem that are thriving with different

22 As boaters we cannot support the proposed 22 species of bugs, birds, weeds, and everything else, and

23 preferred program unless there are mitigations that ensure 23 that’s not considered sometimes when we think about it that

24 that the ability of recreational boaters to enjoy the Delta 24 I do actually farm an ecosystem and I make my living from

25 are augmented. Boaters must have the full ~- 25 that ecosystera and other people make their living from that
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1 MR. RYD~L: My name is Floyd Rydahl. I’m a 1 ecosystem too.

2 very small farmer in Stanislaus CoXtnty, which is by Modesto. 2 My great-gra/adfather carae here from Oklahoma.

3 In fact, I’m such a small farmer I’m an endangered species. 3 He farmed in Selma, california. He came out here because he

4 A/xd unfortunately noBody is concerned about it except my 4 didun’ t have adequate water and fertile topsoil in Oklahoma.

5 wife, and she’s biased. She loves me. 5 And Just like my great-grandfather, I farm too. It’s four

6 The Fish and Game -- I guess I’m through. 6 generations now.

7 Even the Fish and Game are not really concerned, mainly 7 Things have changed a lot since my

8 because I’m not a fish nor am I a kangaroo rat, but all I 8 great-grandfather was around. I use things like integrated

9 really want is my land and especially my water. 9 pest management to conserve my natural enemies that attack

i0 But I am -- as I’ve gone through much of the i0 pests in my orchards, things like predators and parasites, I

11 literature, you’ve put out forty-slx hundred pages, far 11 use them. I’m using Mother Nature to help me grow my crops

12 beyond my ability to read during the commercials, but I a/a 12 and to manage my crops. I’m using evapotranspiration and

13 appalled at what I see in there of taking my -- I’m not 13 soll a~d moisture measurement to help preddct when I need to

14 going to shut up. That you are taking my freedoms from me, 14 put on irrigation water and do it in a tln~ly fashion and an

15 real freedoms I see evaporating, and especially my right to 15 efficient way that saves as much water as I can.

16 own a~d control private property. With a bit of a pen, you 16 I do things like take soil tissue analysis or

17 take it away from me. 17 soil and tissue analysis to predict the fertility use I need

18 NOW, I really wonder at times if all of this 18 to know if I need to put fertilizer on or if I need to put

19 is legal, and I would highly suspect that it ~ght even be 19 amendments on or if I don’t. I don’t wane to put too much

20 unconstitutional what you are trying to do, but I guess with 20 out there. I’m paying for it, and I also don’t want to

21 the present administration why it’s perfectly all right. 21 pollute the environment.

22 I feel you need to go hack to sguare one. 22 I do all Of these thingsr but still I don’t

23 That the real purpose you should have started with is to get 23 have the ultimate control of my place. I don’ t have the

24 more water for California, to get more good water so that 24 ultimate control Of growing that crop if I don’ t have water

25 the people and the economy can grow as the state grows. 25 to produce that crop. If I don’t have water, if we don’t
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1 have water~ we won’t be there, and it will take everything 1 wool producer from Lincoln, California, in Placer County.

2 away fro~ us that we have worked for for four generations, 2 I’m also state recorder for the California Young Farmers

3 for five generations or for ten or fifteen generations. We 3 Ranchers, a/%d I’d first of all like to state on behalf of

4 have to have water, and we have to have it in an abundant 4 all california young Farmers and Ranchers that we strongly

5 flow~ and we have to have storage, a~d we have to have it 5 support Farm Bureau’s position on the proposed plan. I also

6 reliable, too, to us. Thank you. 6 echo all of the concerns that have been raised here in my

7 MR. STONE: Thank you. Casey Stone, Yolo and 7 operation and the future viability of that operation.

8 solano County farmer and cattle rancher. One of t_he ~hings 8 But in addltion to being a young producer, I’m

9 that concerns me the most about this plan is that it pits 9 also a consumer, a/%d as such, I’m very concerned about the

10 the enviro~ental com~unlty and fish against the farmers, i0 adverse impact this plan may have on our food supply, both

ii And I think that there is -- we have more in common than ii in terms of quantity a~d quality.

12 often not on this particular issue. 12 Thanks to our farmers and ranchers, we

13 I’ve been to some meetings recently where 13 presently enjoy an abundant food supply that is without

14 they’ve done projections on what this state’s population is 14 question the safest and most affordable in the world. The

15 going to be like by the year 2100 and they are estimating 15 level of i~ling a~d conversion of prime farmland under this

16 anywhere between seventy and one hundred million people in 16 plan worries me. With our rapi~[ly growing popular!on, any

17 this state. That’s three times where we are today, with 17 increase in agricultural production here will need to be

18 projections of the valley floor being paved seventy percent. 118 made up somehow but from where? Imports?

19 If you think that we’re going to solve our problems with i19 Any move towards increased reliance on food

20 conservation reconveyance and groundwater storage, I think 20 that is produced under unknown or lesser standards carries,

21 you are sadly mistaken and we are very shortsighted. 21 I believe, significant and unacceptable risks. I want my

22 Three hundred seventy million dollars is not 22 food produced domestically under our strict standards with

23 enough to consider the storage options. These don’t have to 23 minimal chemical inputs, clean water, and so forth.

24 be large storage projects, that see/as to be the direction ~24 The pla~ document acknowledges what it calls

25 that you folks are looking at. There’s a lot of private 25 irreversible and irretrievable conversion of hundreds of
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1 individuals up a~d down some of these mountain ranges that 1 thousand of acres of prime and u/%ique farntland. C2tLFED must

2 have ranches that would be willing to put in small, 2 minimize these farmland losses.

3 one~to-two-thousand-acre-foot storage facilities. I think 3 Urbanization is already reducing our

4 if you look for that type of option, you will find plenty of 4 productive land at an alarming rate. Why would we

5 takers. 5 accelerate one resource crisis in the name of solving

6 I’d also like to touch on a brief point that 6 another resource crisis? It is a classic case of robbing

7 was brought up by Mr. Chamberlain that hasn’t been brought 7 Peter to pay Paul, that will catch up with us eventually in

8 up much tonight and that’s the issue of public safety with 8 the form of food supply, quantity, quality, and

9 regards to your levee protection plan. 9 affordability risks. Thank you very much.

10 The taxpayers in the state seem to have i0 MR. SCHWARTZ: Good evening. I’m Gerald

ii short-term memory when it comes to floodi/Ig. We Just went ii Schwartz. I farm in this county, and our fantily has for t~he

12 through back-to-back massive one-hundred-year flood events 12 past half century or so. In 1952 most of us were pretty

13 in the last three years. Any levee reenforcement that’s 13 young kids. That’s about forty-seven years ago. That’s the

14 going to be done or any plan that’s going to cover this has 14 same year that three agriculture districts in the east side

15 to take dredging into account. These rivers have not been 15 of this county were formed on the pretense of getting

16 maintained. That’s the reason we have a lot Of these flood 16 surface water for agriculture. TO date we haven’t gotten

17 issues. 17 any.    I’ve served on that board for about a decade and we’ve

18 I understand the enviroru~ental co--unity has a 18 had to turn many a grower away because we caD_not get surface

19 lot of problems with this, but this is the simple solution 19 water, while at the same time noting that we’re losing our

20 tO a lot of these flooding problems. The river bottoms are 20 grou/~dwater at the rate of about a foot a year.

21 now higher than the levees. That’s the only way you are 21 When I was chairma~l of the Sacramento

22 going to solve that problem. You ca!%’t have it save 22 Metropolitan Water Authority, which represented about a half

23 endangered species if they are all under water. Thank you. 23 million people and seventeen member agencies, it was a

24 MS. WISWELL: Good evening. My na~e is 24 continuing struggle to look at how we would use the water,

25 Barbara Wiswell. I’m a sixth generation beef, l~%b, and 25 how we would move it from agency to agency, if we would even
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1 have enough. We have a shortage now, gentlemen. I think we I development.

2 are Just seeing the tip of the shortage. 2 Millions of dollars have been spent in recent

3 Isn’t it rather ironic too when we think about 3 years over various types of conservation efforts from

4 it: Seventy percent or so of the California’s water runs 4 low-flow plumbing fixture retrofit programs to public

5 through this county and yet we, agriculture, does not have 5 information campaigns. Additionally, area agencies have

6 access to a large part of that, in some cases to no part Of 6 made substa/xtial investments in the developr~ent of recycled

7 it whatsoever. 7 water and conjunctive use programs. ~u% overwhelming

8 I think the issue is not an issue Of 8 majority of these programs were designed with the primary

9 agriculture wants more water, the people need more water. 9 objective of reducing the region’s reliance on imported

I0 Reme~ber the people. Millions of people will be affected by 10 water supply.

II your decision, yet the program focuses on fish and wildlife Ii We share many of the same concerns that

12 habitat. Many of the actions are designed to help fish, but 12 numerous water agencies and interests have expressed over

13 they will hurt people. Actions that take far~tland out of 13 the last few weeks during the public review process of

14 production will affect fazanerst fa~-a% workers, truck drivers, 14 CALFED’s environmental docLE~ents. We believe the documents

15 cannery workers, warehouse workers to na~e but a few, and 15 provide no assurallces whatsoever that issues vitally

16 those who operate small businesses throughout California, 16 important to urban water suppliers, primarily water quality

17 not to mention the consumer, the people who benefit from our 17 and supply reliability will be adequately addressed by the

18 healthy locally-produced food. 18 preferred program alternatives.

19 The document relies on taking water away from 19 While we truly believe in recent years

20 people through transference~ conservation, and idling 20 Southern California urban water agencies have demonstrated

21 productive, and I emphasize productive land. Instead of 21 their solid commit/aent to water use efficiency, the current

22 subtracting from one group or use to provide for another, we 22 CALFED proposal lacks simzilar commitments. We can ill

23 should add to the water supply to accoo~nodate all of 23 afford to accept a plan of action for the Bay-Delta that

24 California’s needs. 24 does not explicitly provide assurances to continuously

25 CALFED needs to look seriously at new water 25 improve Delta water qualities which is essential to ensure
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1 storage. Why? To meet the water and food needs of the 1 compliance with future drinking water standards and enable

2 people of the state of California today and in future 2 cost-effective water recycling programs.

3 generations. Remember, no water means no agriculture, and 3 As such, we urge an incorporation of specific

4 no agriculture means no farmers, and no farmers means no 4 implementation actions in the record of decision that will

5 food. 5 ultLmately result in the achievement Of water quality

6 Our forefathers who developed this water 6 targets for total dissolved solids, bromide, and total

7 system had a great vision. The question for us tonight is 7 organic carbons Of two hundred fifty ai~d three milligraias

8 do we have the foresight to sustain a reliable and a 8 per liter respectively.

9 quantity Of water into future generations. Thank you. 9 With respect to supplier liability, we feel

I0 MR. SABBE: Good evening. My name is Steve 10 it’s imperative that capacity in the Banks ~umping Plant be

11 Babbe, and I’m a resource specialist for the Calleg~ae Ii fully expanded to ten thousand three h~ndred cubic feet per

12 Municipal Water District in Venture County, California. 12 second by the end of stage one. Moreover, we seek a no

13 Calleg~as is a wholesale water supplier 13 surprise regulatory policy to elintinate the current

14 providing water service to over half a million residents 14 regulatory-induced ttncertaintles and ensure no additional

15 within the cities of si~ Valley, Thousand Oaks, Camarillo 15 losses of water supply. Specific co~tments to these

16 Moorpark, and Oxnard. Callequas is a member agency of the 16 elements should also be included in the record of decision.

17 Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, and as 17 As for the allocation of costs to the various

18 such, has a vested interest in the resolution of the 18 components of CALFED’s solution, they must be equitable. TO

19 Bay-Delta issues. 19 receive support from municipalities of Calleguas service

20 Historically the distrlct has been entirely 20 area, CALFED must clearly demonstrate, by the time of the

21 reliant upon deliveries of state water to meet service area 21 record Of decision, that stage one and long term actions

22 demands. However, over the last decade, Callequas, along 22 provide a beneficial value for those who are asked to pay.

23 with other water management agencies throughout Southern 23 Lastly, our perception is that all parties

24 California, has made significant and unprecedented progress 24 realize that the CALFED process is the best and perhaps last

25 in the areas of conservation and alternative supply 25 opportunity to develop a truly comprehensive equitable
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1 solution for the Bay-Delta region. 1 lifelong California agriculturalists. My grandparents’

2 MR. SANGUINETTI: Good evening. My name is 2 farms are still in the family, although I am not involved in

3 Paul Sanguinetti. I’m a fourth Californian farmer. I’ve 3 them. My fammland is not the subject of your considerations

4 lived here all my life, and I consider myself a true 4 as theirs is, but I do know that wildlife, such as

5 environmentalist and conservationist. In our operation, 5 pheasants, ducks, geese, fox, rabbits, and deer depend on it

6 that’s the only way you survive. Maybe you think that 6 for food and shelter. I know that other farmland under your

7 everybody can be a farmer, that’s not true. Some people are 7 consideration has its own unique enviroD/aent which includes

8 brain surgeons. Some people are computer operators. In my 8 plants, animals, birds, fish that will be displaced by your

9 classification this is what the Lord figured that I should 9 interest to provide habitat for the fish of your choice.

[0 be is a farmer. I0 Your efforts will also displace families who

11 It takes a certain talent to take that seed 11 nurtured the land for generations and provide habitat for

12 that the gentleman was here a while ago presenting to you, 12 people as well as nonhuman species.

13 pla~t that seed, and to make it grow into something that can 13 One look at the llst of public agencies

14 be utilized by others. My part of that Job is to cultivate 14 responsible for this process readily explains why you have

15 that seed and protect that plant, and not everybody has that 15 not considered the people affected by your massive land

16 ability to do that, so I disagree with a lot of these 16 retirement and why you consider it unavoidable. Your

17 conservationists that they are not. They are so-called, but 17 responsibility is to the fish and wildlife or environmental

18 they don’ t really do what they preach. 18 issues.

19 The other issue I’d like to address that I 19 The CALFED needs federal and state

20 think hasn’t been addressed in this whole process is the 20 representation from agencies that deal with humans, such as

21 groundwater banking. I feel that there’s a flaw -- a pretty 21 labor and education, or social services llke Aid to pamilies

22 good flaw in your perception that you can bank the water and 22 with Dependent Children and Fair Employment and Housing.

23 then, I guess, take it out. 23 Your actions will negatively impact those agencies as you

24 If the area is overdrafted and there’s room to 24 put farmers and farm workers out of Jobs and displace those

25 bank water in that area, that area needs the water that 25 businesses in rural cormm~nities that depend upon
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1 needs to be put back into that aquifer. If there isn’t 1 agricultural enterprises.

2 sufficient surface water for that area, they rely totally on 2 You also need representation from county and

3 the ground water. 3 local government who will not have the tax revenues to

4 So if the aquifer is not overdrafted and they 4 provide essential public services such as schools, police,

5 have sufficient surface water, then there is a chance to use 5 fire, and health safety.

6 sorae of that aquifer to -- for other areas. 6 You fall to consider all causes of declining

7 The problem is that all these aquifers need to 7 fish numbers by not addressing the fish taken by nonnatlve

8 be recharged. It takes six to eight months of every year, 8 predators, offshore commercial fishing, and take from other

9 which is a very slow rate. The only way you are going to 9 wil4_llfe. Had you considered these issues, your solutions

I0 have water for six to eight months to recharge any type of i0 would not have been so detrimental to the hi,man inhabitants

11 an aquifer is storage, aboveground storage. 11 of the area under your study.

12 So my point is if the aquifer is in good 112 You also failed to consider the need to

13 shape, then you have to supply surface water because that’s 13 increase overall water availability for the growing

14 what they are using, not to claim the groundwater. If the 14 population and the expanding environmental needs.

15 aquifer is depleted, they don’ t have groundwater, they need 15 Recognizing the need for additional water storage would have

16 to have surface water to replenish that aquifer so that they 16 given you -- your alternatives additional credibility.

17 will have water in future years. 17 As has been said, more than half of this state

18 I hope that the decisions that this board 18 is already in public ownership. We don’ t need to add to

19 makes are some that my future grandsons and family can say 19 that if we need to take additional land for environmental

20 that these people made a very smart decision. It was 20 purposes. Your thinking may be a perfect world without

21 because Of them that they have a future. We’ve looked back 21 people, but that’s not reality nor is it possible.

22 in the past and said a lot of our forefathers made a lot of 22 MR. BLODGETT: Thank you. Bruce Blodgett.

23 smart moves, and hope that this board is one of those beards 23 After listening tonight to all of this testimony, the only

24 that future generations c~-n say the same things. Thank you. 24 conclusion that I ca~ reach is that CALFED, as a process, so

25 MR. GOMES: My name is George Gomes. I’m a 25 far has failed. Very simply. It’s failed because it does
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1 not provide additional water storage. It fails because it 1 MR. TR~4~dX~E: Good evening. My name is Gene

2 does not protect water rights, a~d it has failed because it 2 Tal~adge. I’m here tonight to represent ~he interests of

3 provides a mechanism to retire two hundred and fifty 3 our board of directors. I’m with Los Virgenes Municipal

5 without review and without public comment. 5 county, and we are one-hundred-percent reliant on imported

8 we’ve ever seen. And the reason it’s worse than any 8 lot about conservation tonight. Right now we meet over

[0 for public review. There’s no opportunity for public I0 we’ve been able to put into effect an awful lot Of

11 comment. 11 conservation programs to lessen the dem~Ind on imported

12 You haven’t identified one of the properties 12 water.

13 that you are targeting for acqMisition. You need to start 13 In front of you I’ve placed a letter that our

15 You need to start identifying to those counties the lands 15 highlight a couple of points. First off is the fact that we

116 you are seeking to take OUt of production and Off the tax 16 are a hundred-percent reliant on imported water. We have no

17 rolls. It’s extremely important. 17 sources of water in our area, either groundwater or surface

19 htt~dred and fifty acres in the Delta, Surfer Island. I need 19 come from someplace else.

20 to he able to plan for my future. Is this laird going to be 20 But we have some significant concerns about

21 in agriculture? ~ don’t know. X don’t know if this is 21 the water that is imported. First has to do with water

23 already have targeted for acq~isitlon. It’s pretty 23 some significant problem~ in the disinfection process and

24 important for my future plans. It’s pretty important for my 24 water quality issues for that water that is treated. So

25 brothers and sisters who are also trying to plan for the ’25 we’re concerned about the fact that the EIR does not

Page 95 Page 97

2 Again, looking at development, we would rather 2 exported from the Delta.

4 have the CALFED land acquisition because at least there 4 about funding facilities necessary for water supply and

5 would be an opportunity for public con~ment, public review. 5 water c~/ality issues for exported water. Third, u/ider

6 At least we would know who we need to talk to. Again, you 6 operational considerations, and we’ve heard some discussion

7 have not come forward and identified those lands that you 7 about that already tonight, that the shutdown of p~mping

8 are targeting for acquisition. 8 operations, especially during times of drought, is extremely

9 I’ll make it short. You’ve listened to a lot 9 deleterious to water users to the south, both urba~ and

[0 of people. CALFED, again, has failed. It’s failed because i0 agricultural, because without any storage to make that up,

ii this effort to protect the environment today does not plan II we’re in dire straits.

12 for California’s future. Thank you. 112 Fourth has to do with water reliability. The

13 (A brief recess was taken.) 13 EIK and EIS does not address the impacts of delayed

14 MR. M~dtLER: Good evening. I’m James Marler. 14 decisions to develop new storage or conveyance facilities to

15 I’m a farmer in Surfer County. A~d I have some great 15 meet current and future needs. And this contingency is not

16 concerns about some of the things that’s proposed by CALFED. 16 addressed in the EIR.

17 As I’ve said here, I give great thanks to our forefathers 17 The balance of needs, we’ve heard a lot of

19 today, and without the system that we have we wouldn’t have 19 environmental standards to maintain fish stocks and other

20 water for the people today. 20 envlro~mental concerns, but does not establish or quantify

21 And I JUSt want to reiterate that we really 21 the same standards for urban and agricultural users in terms

22 need to consider more storage not for agricultural but 22 of water quality supply and the like.

23 envlro~mental and for the future people of the state of 23 And the co~mltment to water conservation, I

24 california, a~d it’s very important that we have the water 24 indicated earlier that we meet an awful lot of our den~_nd

25 storage. Thank you. 25 through conserved water, but the EIR/EIS makes not
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I co~nlt~nent or assurance of fttn4_ing for further conservation 1 conserve or build off-stream and groilndwater storage, that

2 programs to reduce the overall demands and impacts on water 2 we somehow can’t do both, that we can’t both reclaim water

3 exported from the Delta. 3 and create new supplies that aren’t detrimental to the

4 But the final area of concern has to do with 4 environment, aren’t representative Of the nhistakes that

5 one of the words we heard earlier, and that is the impact on 5 we’ve made in the past in creating storage, but actually can

6 people. 6 help the environment as well as water supply.

7 MR. HILBERT: I’m Derrick Hilbert. I’m part 7 I believe, though I do find deficiencies in

8 Of the Gold Country Pallors. We have two hundred and fifty 8 the CALFED document, that the basic elements of a plan that

9 people in our organization, and what I would like to see is 9 can do all that are there. That, in fact, if properly

[0 no more diversions or dams up in the upper watersheds, the 10 implemented, the CALFED plan was so artfully crafted by the

IS Sierra Nevada, and that’s about it. 11 staff that you could do Just about anything you wanted to

12 MR. HALL: Good evening. Your endurance is 12 do, which is why everybody reads the worst possible

13 cor~mendable. The only one I feel sorrier for is my poor 13 conclusion.

14 newsletter editor who had to stay this long to take a 14 Let me close by saying the people that I

15 picture of her boss so he can prove to his board members 15 represent have specific proposals on how to get to the goals

16 that he actually did wait long enough to make a statement. 16 that we’ve laid out, and we’re prepared to work with CALFED

17 I have written comments. I will subm!t them. 17 in achieving them. Thank you.

18 I want to note, too, that we have included 18 MS. GIVEN: Hi. Good evening. Thank you for

19 with our statement a letter signed by the business, labor, 19 staying up with us to hear our concerns. Suzanne Given.

20 and water organizations reflected on the letterhead here. I 20 I’m a lifelong California resident and a voting taxpayer,

21 think between the two you will find them reflective of the 21 and I’ve spent many weekends on the south, north, and middle

22 coraments that you’ve heard around the state regarding the 22 forks of the American River, the Klamath and Yuba Rivers and

23 total sum package of the CALFED program. 23 the Russian Rivers as well, and even along the infamous

24 I should note for the record that I am also a 24 Putah Creek in Davis.

25 meraber of CALFED’s advisory council. I don" t, by virtue of 25 I k~ow that spending a weekend In the outdoors
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1 that, claim ownership of the document, though I do know 1 is an excellent way to take a break from a busy week and yet

2 something about it because of my involvement. 2 recharge for the following week, and also I’ve seen how

3 C~tLFED really had two Jobs. One was to bring 3 recreation has benefited the economy in these areas.

4 together all of the information necessary to develop a plan. 4 I encourage C~LFED to move beyond yesterday’s

5 That was really a staff function. A~d I think that Lester 5 tecb_nology of channelizing and da~ng rivers and on to

6 Snow and his staff did a commendable Job in doing that. I 6 enforcing more rigorous water efficiencies and quality

7 think the necessary Inforraatlon to develop and implement a 7 standards. Surface water storage created from dams isn’t

8 plan is there. The second part of the Job was to develop a 8 the only option of ensuring California’s water supply. We

9 plan that was implementable and met the objectives of 9 have reclaimed water and groundwater options as well, and

I0 C~J~FED. A~d I have to say regretfully that the draft 10 encourage CALFED to increase funding for engineering

II document fails to do that. Ii projects which improve these tecb/~ologies.

12 Now, you’ve heard a lot of co,ants tonight 12 I also encourage CALFED to invest on improving

13 about the deficiencies Of the docttment. I’m not going to 13 the ecosystem health by restoring water quality, which

14 repeat them other than to say generally speaking that the 14 would, in turn, benefit h~aman health. For that reason I

15 draft does fail to provide specifics on water supply and 15 encourage California to invest aggressively in pollution

16 water quality, and it does avoid com~titments on surface and 16 prevention and drinking water treatment, as well as water

17 groundwater storage and on conveyance improvements in and 17 conservation and efficiency and not consider new dams until

18 around the Delta. 18 these solutions have been given a chance to work.

19 What I have to say as an observer of water 19 CALFED needs a pollution prevention program to

20 policy a~d a participant in water policy in California, I 20 eliminate toxins, pesticides, a~d animal waste at their

21 despair a little bit in hearing the c~ents tonight. I 21 sources, programs which allot reclaimed water to

22 don’t mean that as criticism of anybody. It’s Just that we 22 agricultural needs to ba funded as well. Water quality from

23 do seem intent as co,unities to fight the wars of the past, 23 t.he Delta, San Francisco, and San Pablo Bay need to be

24 the wars that CALFED was created to end. 24 addressed and heavy funded as well.

25 It’s as if we think that we either have to 25 I want future generations to have an
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I opportunity to enjoy the same rivers I have, enjoy restored 1 ~nd I’m a dairy farmer.

2 wetlands, and not separate from the toxicity of the fish or 2 First of all, I will not ~ your red light

3 shellfish from them. Hopefully they will also llve in a 3 because there’s too many witnesses, a~d I really coat, end you

5 strongly enforces conserving the state’s valuable natural 5 C2tLFED’s original goal was to ensure --

6 resources by taking from it efficiently and wisely. Thanks. 6 not to mean to clobber you again on agriculture, but

7 MR. LESTER: My na~e is Stan Lester. I farm 7 C~J~FED’S original goal was to ensure reliable, high quality

8 approximately five hundred and fifty acres near Winters, 8 water for all California, as well as addressing Bay-Delta

9 California. Fourth generation far~er in California. 9 envlron~ental concerns. C2%LFED approach water problems

10 Farms and ranches in California, as we know, I0 questions in this state with an idea we will get better

12 benefits, and provide huge economic benefits to our economy, i12 so much rhetoric.

13 Yet the heart of the CALFED program promotes permanently 13 According to the CALFED document, the maximum

14 retiring hundreds of thousands of acres of productive 14 foreseeable loss over the 20/30 span of the program would

15 farmland, which will devastate farm communities in the 15 total two h~ndred forty-three thousand acres of important

16 state. 16 farmland converted to program uses. According to C~tLFED~

18 able to be addressed by your etaff and hasn’t been asked so 18 irreverelble and retrievable commitment of these reeources.

19 far tonight. It is underetood, of course, that we are in 19 The loss of agricultural lands ca/u~ot be fully mitigated and

20 phaee two of CALFED’s proceee, one of three phaees. HOW and 20 is considered potentially significant. Becauee no other

21 why is it poseible for the state, federal, and local 21 land is available in the program area and %Lnusable for

22 agencies to acquire properties and implement these 22 program projects, the loss of these agricultural lands is

23 reetoratlon and coordination program, spending two httndred 23 coneldered ~avoldable.

i24 and twenty-eight milllon dollars to purposely mitigate 24 As you continue to read the C~.LFED document,

25 probleme identified in phaee one prior to the completion of 25 it becomes lese and leee clear about how much land CALFED is
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1 the EIK a~d EIS, which we are talking about tonight, proceee i really going to gobble up for the total project. CALFED’S

2 which is part of phase two? Aren’t we putting the cart 2 ecosystem restoration program could affect as much as nine

3 before the horee? How and why is this legally poesible? 3 hundred and thirty-one thousand acres of land. Thie through

4 In regards to new water storage, to quote Mr. 4 outright purchases, cooperative management, or enviroemental

5 Greg Thomas of the National Heritage Foundation, which is a 5 regulatione.

7 going to grow no matter how heroic the efforte to conserve. 7 several hundred thousand acres for uses that are a large

8 There is Just so much you can squeeze out of the system." 8 portion of this land will be prime agricultural land.

9 Thie not only involves the urban areas but 9 C2%LFED faile to define and clarify exactly the amount of

[0 also agricultural area. Our family and myself have spent, 10 acres and types of land to be used for each purpose.

ii in an attempt to conserve water, energy, and so forth on our ii This report saye that the loss of agricultural

12 orchards, a thousand dollars an acre to so call improve the 12 lands cannot be fully mitigated and ie considered

13 eystem, not drip but -- and once that’s done, that’s it, 13 potentially eignlficant. This is unacceptable. It is not

14 folks. We can’ t conserve any more water. We don" t apply 14 po~entlally eignificant. It is significant.

15 any more water we have to because that’s not economically 15 It sounds to me like CALFED’S preferred

16 poesible. 16 alternative plan is not going to make everybody better

17 So the reality is something has got to give, 17 together. People need to eat. People need to wear clothes.

18 a~d with the population growth we have in this state, 18 People need to have houses. Farmers grow food for all of us

19 there’s Juet, you know, it’e imposelble to -- we are playing 19 to eat. Farmers produce fiber for the making of our

20 Russian roulette with our celifornia economy if we don’ t i20 clothes, and farmers produce forests for the building of our

21 recognize a need for addition storage in this state. Thank 21 houses. TO produce these commodities farmers need land a/Id

22 you very much. 22 water.

23 MR. ~ WAgMERDAM: My name is Leo Van 23 I have much more here, but I wanted to address

24 War~erdam. ~’m the chairperson of the Gait Irrigation 24 some of my own co~,ents, but so~e of these lighter iseues

25 District, first vice of the Secramento County Farm Bureau, 25 that people are Haying that agriculture is deetroylng the
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1 habitat. I don’ t know where they eat because whatever they 1 flow of a river. Well, that’s right. They reduce the flow

2 eat it is affiliated with water. Cattle drink water. 2 of the river when that flow is going through people’s living

3 That’s a lot Of water that’s overlooked. A cow drinks forty 3 rooms in Yuba City, California, and Marysville, California,

4 gallons of water a day. I don’ t know if anybody knows that 4 Colusa, a~d the Cos~/~es River. ~nd what they do is they

5 or not, but that’s a lot of water that, you know, that’s 5 capture that water for times when we need it to use it, as

6 a~other source of water that’s being taken by agriculture 6 well as for agricultural purposes. But one thing that’s

7 but to produce milk, you have to have water also. Th~k 7 been overlooked that the environmental benefits that will

8 you. 8 occur in September and October and these times of the year

9 M~. ALBIANI: My na/~e is De~nis Albia~i.    I 9 when we ca~ release water for environmental flows to meet

[0 work with the Agricultural Cot~ncil of California, and I am I0 the demands of the fish. So that’s very important that

11 submitting some comments, have a written package of ii needs to be increased.

12 tecb~lical comments that will be sub~ttlng written, but 12 And we can minimize the redirected impacts if

13 today I Just want to take an opportunity to touch some of 13 we increase the entire pie and use some of that increase for

15 well as talk about -- a little bit ~bout agriculture’s 15 as for the other entities.

16 contribution to the state of California. 16 We also believe that, as has been discussed,

17 We’ve heard quite a bit today about 17 that when land is retired, it must be mitigated and

18 agrlcultural’s economic contrlbut!on, which needs to be 18 especially farm class one productive farmland needs to be

19 contlnually harbored and the staff needs to be reminded of 19 ~tltigated.

20 that continually. But also many of the farmers in this 20 MR. McDANIEL: My name is Dan McDaniel. I’m

21 roo~, as well throughout the state, are the cornerstones of 21 the president of the Northern California Council of the

23 we’ve heard. ~-~d what we need to do is to rer~ember that all 23 opportunity to address you here tonight.

24 the effects that we do and all the things that you put into 24 My family has lived and worked in this valley

25 application need -- will have affects on those co~sunlties. 25 for more than a century. Some of my family continues to
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2 poorest co~ities in the state of California, especially 2 Highway 99. I’m a lawyer in Stockton, but I’ve lived my

3 in the San Joaquin Valley, and by inhibiting agriculture or 3 entire life in the valley. I grew up fishing the Sacramento

4 growth in those areas~ you will he hurting the entire 4 River, the Feather River, Butte Creek, Deer Creek, and the

5 communities. That includes the farmers, the 5 Delta. When I was a child I watched the construction of the

6 agriculturalists, a~d also includes the taxpayers, the 6 Orville Dam. I fished virtually every water affected or

7 schools, the farm workers and their families, and that needs 7 impacted by the EIR, and I believe that qualifies me to talk

8 to be considered because those impacts are real and they are 8 a little bit about it.

9 continual. 9 During this whole period of time I’ve watched

10 And many of these areas do not have the 10 all of those waters generally decline in both quality of the

11 opportunity to diversify their economies, which people say 11 water and quality of the fish. Z’m su~xnltting written

12 "Oh, Just diversity the economies. Let’s make a Silicon 12 comments on the EIR, so I’m going to keep my comments brief

13 Valley." There are not many ~anufacturing plants that are 13 and within your li~tlts.

14 looking at orange Cove or some of those towns that are in 114 But before I give you my comments, I’d like to

15 the valley that are dependent on agriculture, and that needs 15 read something to you that President Hoover wrote many years

16 to be considered as decisions are made. 16 ago. He said "Aside from the cannibalistic enemies of

17 I’d like to go over some of the bullet points 17 infant, adolescent, and adult fish, acting and living

18 quickly that we believe are important from the Agricultural 18 alliance with the organized army of twenty-five million

19 CotLncil which represents California producers on 19 fishermen, we still have another fish enemy to deal with.

20 cooperatives. California must increase its water supply 20 That is pollution. Herein is the poison cup which we give

21 available for beneficial uses, including the environment, 21 to eggs, fries, fingerlings, adolescents, and adult fish

22 agriculture, industry, and urban uses. 22 alike. Now if we want fish, we have to reserve sOme place

23 I would like to say that I agree with the 23 for them to live. They only Occur in the water, but it

24 young lady that spoke from the enviror~ental cormmunity 24 happens that nature adapted them to clean water. I suppose

25 earlier tonight that dams, for instance, they reduce the 25 that was because nature foresaw no fishing beatitudes along
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2 Well, what I see now on the Delta is this has 2 applied water on their la~ds by a~ average of thirteen

3 basically become a sewer. The water quality is so poor the 3 percent while increasing crop yields by eight percent.

4 fish can’ t live there. The tributaries to the Delta, the 4 We’ve only begun to tap the potential in urban

5 water q~ality there is so poor, the temperatures are so 5 water conservation with efficient home fixtures, reducing

6 high, they can’ t live there. They can’ t access the upper 6 water use for landscaping, and water recycling. I think

7 reaches of the rivers where they traditionally went when the 7 that all of these measures should be drastically improved

8 temperatures ca~e up because there’s a dam in the way and 8 and required before any more steps are taken to divert any

9 the water temperature Just isn’t low enough for them to live 9 rivers.

I0 there. I0 CALFED assumes agriculture can only conserve

11 When I review your EIR, I see a plan that I 11 one to three percent of the water they are currently

12 truly believe pays only token llp service to environmental 12 applying to crops, when demonstration projects and

13 restoration -- 13 innovative farmers have shown savings possible of

14 MR. GBLLER: My name is Loren Geller. I speak 14 twenty-five percent while getting the same or higher crop

15 to you as a couple people tonight. I have a degree in 15 yields.

16 conservation. I have a degree in business. I’m a river 16 Overall CALFED is aggressively pursuing

17 guide. I own a rafting company, and looking at the eyes of 17 storage water while allowing conservation projects to be

18 all those people within me, I can say that you have a 18 underfunded and volualtary. They should be mandatory and

19 difficult Job because you have to placate a lot of people. 19 rewarded. CALFED should follow --

20 But I’d say the easiest way you could do that !20 MS. GEHRTS: My name is Karen Gehrts, and I’m

21 would be to emphasize more on conservation. I think your 21 a student at University of California, Davis, and I noticed

22 report largely ignores conservation and gives it only token 22 from the get-go tonight that there seems to be a big line

23 llp service Just as other people here have spoke out. 23 that was drawn right here: Farmers on one side and

24 Everybody in this room, when they arrived here, would have 24 environmentalists on the other, and I noticed earlier that a

25 liked to see that you were bringing them to a cow,non goal, 25 gentleman mentioned that we really need to all work together
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1 but I think that your plan doesn’t bring anyone to a com/aon 1 because we have a lot in cor~non, and I believe that’s true.

2 goal. It ignores each individual’s goal, and that is 2 I kind of Just wa~t to say that I do know

3 conservation of our water. 3 where my food comes from, and I appreciate where it comes

4 I think that by using your technologies and 4 from, and I also understand a lot of farmers do take great

5 methods available today, farmers, industries, and cities 5 lengths at conservation. I work for the soll science

6 could reduce their water use by ten to thirty percent. I 6 department on campus. I do a lot of work with drip

7 think conservation and other measures, such as improved 7 irrigation, and it’s hard. It’s tough. But I see a lot of

8 groundwater management, are more environmentally and 8 room for improvement as well.

9 economically sound than new dams or reservoirs. 9 I’m not Just saying that farmers need to

[0 I think it was largely echoed throughout this I0 conserve. I’m also saying that people that live in cities

11 room this evening that we don’t need any more dams, and I 11 need to conserve as well, and if we all work together, we

12 think a much larger emphasis in your program should plan on 12 can bring back to llfe the damaged ecosystem that was. It’s

13 water conservation before taking any new steps toward any 13 true that we have had a lot of silly mishaps in the past

14 new dams. I don’t think that your documents adequately 14 with dam building, and we need to reconsider that.

15 reflect or model the full potential for water conservation 15 ~nd I also kind of would like to bring up the

16 inefficiency to meet California’s water needs. 16 fact that I do study soil hydrology, and I don’t think that

17 It’s been mentioned before, but I’ll say it 17 there have been a good deal of studies done on groundwater

18 again, it’s beyond my belief that water metering and 18 recharge with accurRulation of salts and heavy metals.    I

19 volume-based water rates do not apply in California. Simply 19 haven’t seen anything that would make me believe that it’s

20 measuring and charging for water by volume greatly decreases 20 okay to do right now. I think in some areas it is, but we

21 waste. Installing water meters in the city of Sacramento, a 21 need to be aware of that.

22 measure currently prohibited by city charter, would save as 22 ~nd I also ~m a guide, and I am a white water

23 much water produced by the Auburn Dam. 23 enthusiast, and I also believe in meandering rivers. I

24 Growers using inexpensive state programs that 24 don’ t want to see any more dams come up, but I believe that

25 provide information about the specific water demands Of 25 conservation is the key and if we work a little bit harder,
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1 everyone, not Just the farmers and not Just pi~Lning 1 an artist, maybe I could find some beauty. I wish I were a

2 environmentalists against farmers, it will come to a good 2 singer, I’d sing a song about what’s happening. But I’m

3 end. ~nd X appreciate you being here so long. Thank you. 3 not, I’m Just a concerned citizen but a thousand a/%d first

4 MR. ~DEIROS: My name is Joe Medelros. If 4 generation earth citizen. I’ve been here as part of a

5 you can spell that, you are in good shape. I wish I had 5 generation for a long time, and so have you, a~d I wonder

6 some pistachios for you. I wish I had some rice. Actually, 6 how we make choices now.

7 I wish I had some smoked salmon for you all. 7 I look at you as a panel, a/id Joe~ are you the

8 [ thought maybe -- everybody seems to be 8 boss? Who makes the choice7 Who am I speaking to? Is it

9 n~merous generations in california here. I’m a third 9 Lester? Is it 0h~lie? Is it Walter? Is it A.J.? ~ry,

10 generation son of a Portuguese dairyman~ a~d I grew up in I0 who’s not here? I don’ t know. I’ve never been to a hearing

11 the San Joaq~In Valley. And I was drafted for Vietnam, but 11 llke this before. I’m wondering if one of you has the

12 I flunked and could/%’ t go because of asthma that I got from 12 wisdom of Solomon to make the choices. If you do, speak up.

13 the alfalfa on the dairy farm. But I was an Eagle Scout, 13 I’d llke to know. I don’t think you do, and I don’t expect

14 you need any more credentials from me? I’m a human being, 14 you to, but you must make a choice.

15 and so are you and we have a very, very significant and 15 Now how do you make the choice? What are you

16 important Job today. 16 going to look at? What’s important to you? Is it

17 After we got rolling here I thought "Dang. I 17 economics? Is it the person who spanks the loudest? Is it

19 should have walked up here and said "I’m a one hundred and 19 greatest influence in the choice that you will ~ake?

20 twenty thousandth generation Californian, and I’m here to 20 don’ t have the answers. I don’ t suspect you do, but you are

21 say What in the hell is going on in my backyard? What 21 looking for them. I sincerely wish to commend you on what

22 happened to the free-flowlng waters? What happened to the 22 you are doing. You are trying to find the best answer to a

23 marshes that used to take the flood waters? Now you build 23 really tough situation, and it probably does take the wisdom

24 dams, you hydraulically mined the mountains, you dirtied my 24 of Solomon.

25 rivers, you choked my eggsr you destroyed my families, you 25 But you have on your chart over here an
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I put d~s in the rivers, you squashed my four runs of salmon 1 ecosystem restoration, and £ looked at that, and I thought

2 into one. You made my friends extinct. We fed ~illlons of 2 "You know, that’s really a neat concept, an ecosyste~

3 people in California." 3 restoration." I hope you think of the ecosystem that was

4 The San Joaq~in Valley was the home Of the 4 here ten thousa/%d years ago, the ecosystem you are trying to

5 largest human population before we got here, Europeans. Not 5 restore. ~-n ecosystem that maybe we ca/~ try and approach a

6 a desert. It wasn’t baron. It was magnificent. Read the 6 little more closely than we have with some of the policies

7 reports of the Spa~%iards coming into california. The valley 7 and activities that have happened in the last fifty to

8 was a cornucopia of grasslands, wetlands, millions of birds, 8 seventy-flve years.

9 ~tillions of flsht deer, elk, etcetera, etcetera. We 9 And as we approach that ecosystem, may we make

I0 buggered it, folks. We turned it into very, very narrow 10 that Delta more a place llke an ecosystem was before a~d

Ii economies. We didn’t mean to, but we did. Ii some of the beauty, some of the animals, some of the

12 I do come to you because I saw millions of 12 diversity that is as important as the money, the special

13 dollars made and billions of pounds of crops produced, but 13 interests that you are hearing from tonight, listen to

~4 at the sa~e time ~ saw thousands of acres of productive ~4 nature, listen to the ecology, listen to the biodiversity of

15 habitat destroyed. We never gave wildlife a cha/%ce before. 15 an ecosyste~ that is so beautiful aild so precious that you

16 We’re finally getting a shot at it, and it could mean a 16 have a choice in making some input into how we go from here,

’17 multibilllon dollar economy to the state of California. 17 and please listen to nature.

18 Boy, that orange light intimidates the hell out of me. 18 M~. OLI~R: My name is Sally Oliver. My

19 CALFED has not failed yet. Don’t give up. 19 request is very specific. It has to do with including an

20 Keep the eq~/ation going. Address -- dang. 20 issue that has been ignored, and I would llke it addressed

21 MR. RILEy: Gentleman. I’m Ernest Riley, a~d 21 in the EIR. I was told at the Woodland hearing to come here

22 sixteen times you’ve listened to things like this? And you 22 and give this to you and you would include this in the E~R.

23 are still awake, and you are still listening? I’m amazed. 23 I request the EIR include off-stream gravel

24 You know, I wish I were a comedian, and then 24 mining effects on the impact of the mercury hie accumulation

25 maybe I could find something hemorous in this. I wish I was 25 in Cache Creek, the Yolo Bypass, and the San Francisco Bay
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1 estuary for following reasons: One, the CALFED water 1 regarded as d~unaging, like by building a large ~am someplace

2 q~ality workgroup identified Cache Creek as a major source 2 that nobody else has thought of before.

3 Of total mercury to the Yolo Bypass and the San Francisco 3 ~d I have concocted special ~ sites myself,

4 Bay estuary. Cache Creek has been identified by the Clean 4 which have never been surveyed by any federal or state. In

5 Water Act as an impaired waterway due to mercury. 5 other cases I’ve adopted so~e projects which were developed

6 The state Water Resources Control Board 6 by the Bureau of Reclamation or the Corp of Engineers and

7 bia/~ual water q~ality assessment lists forty-elght thousand 7 put the~, together in a synthesis. A/~yway, the following is

8 acres of Delta waterways as ~mpaired because of fish 8 a list of projects, and I’ve sub~itted all of these

9 consumption advisories for mercury. 9 proposals back in the 1980s, and they were favorably

i0 YOIO County has approved a deep pit gravel i0 regarded.

ii mining project for fourteen miles, seventeen thousand acres Ii First, the most important of these projects is

12 adjacent to Cache Creek from caypay to Yolo. Mining will 12 my concept to develo~xnent of two major off-stream storage

13 occur in the aquifer. The pits will be from eighty to a 13 reservoirs for America/% River water on Deer Creek, Just

14 hundred feet deep, a hundred and fifty feet. Yolo Cottnty 14 south of the lower American River. These reservoirs, Deer

15 relies on the aquifer for sixty percent of its drinking 115 Creek Reservoir capacity seven hundred thousand acre feet

16 water and a hundred sixty percent irrigation, a hundred :16 and County Line Reservoir, capacity two hundred thousand to

17 percent drlnkinq water. 17 three hundred thousand acre feet, almost as large in total

18 The sediments adjacent to the stream must be 18 capacity as Folsom Lake. They would be served by gravity

19 si~lar to those in-stream because Cache Creek is an 19 flow canal with a capacity of about seventy-five thousand

20 ephemeral stream in the area designated for deep pit mining. 20 cubic feet per second, leading from the base of the Mormon

21 This means that the stream floods periodically and 21 Island saddle dike at Folsom Lake extending about ten miles

22 historically has done this over time, depositing those saree 22 down to the reservoirs. Okay.

23 sediments that cause the mercury in the stre~ra to spread out 23 All water would be released into the lower

24 adjacent to this stream where the deep pit mining will 24 Cosununes River near Sloughhouse, making more than forty

25 occur, okay. 25 miles of the lower Cosumnes River high quality salmon,
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1 The flood waters also share the mercury low 1 steelhead, trout, and shad habitat. The lower river would

2 originating in the mercury mines up on the top of the 2 become a parkway and wildlife refuge.

3 watershed, which is Cleerlake. These mercury mines have 3 The flood control charunel idea has been

4 been identified as a major source of pollution of the Delta. 4 studied by two engineering firms who were hired by the

5 Okay. Almost done, if I can get my page. Oh, 5 Bureau of Reclamation and Corp of Engineers since my early

6 no, the timer’s going to go off. Come on, Sally, do it. 6 reports, and they were found to be viable, if somewhat

7 There. No, no, no. Well, the Sierra is full of off-stream 7 expensive, and they made the charu~els much larger than X

8 gravel pits, and I want it addressed. 8 designed.

9 MR. GOULD: My name is Terry Gould. I used to 9 MR. OI/~3TEAD: For the record my name is Paul

I0 serve as a consultant for the Senate State Committee on Fish 10 Olmstead, Sacramento Municipal Utility District. Thanks for

ill and Ga~e back in the late 1970s up to 1981, 8_nd I was 11 staying up late a~d listening to these comments.

i12 consultant for the Northern California Council of Fly 12 I want to focus -- my comments will be on

i13 Fishing Clubs, and then for about ten years I was consultant 13 power generation. SMUD is the largest municipal utility

14 for California Trout Incorporated as a professional 14 district in the state of california. We’re also the largest

15 consultant. 15 purchaser of CVP preferenced power. With that in mind, a~y

16 A lot of the proposals I’m making right now 16 impact in the generation, capacity, or rates to L~VP directly

17 are something that are rather u/%usual for somebody coming 17 affects the c~stomer-owners of SMUD, one-third of the

18 from the conservation con~nunity because what I’m proposing 18 impacts were berne directly by us.

19 are dams to increase in-stream flows and the net total of 19 I’ll make two points in addition to the one

20 these dams in terms of storage capacity is roughly three 20 I’ve already sent in via the mall. First, despite all the

21 million acre feet, which would all be beneficial for your 21 vol~mes of information I received, there’s a disturbing lack

22 farmers and for your fisherman and for your recreationlsts 22 of detail in the PEIS in regards to impact of power

23 and everybody. This is like, you know, the Solomonic choice 23 generation. It’s thoroughly lacking.

24 that this is the way you take care of things. You take care 24 We don’t agree with the ai~alysis that was

25 of the environment sometimes by doing things which might be 25 done. It was only done with one scenario, which was stated
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1 to be extreme even in ~he document. With that lack of 1 water is necessary to maintaining a healthy agricultural

2 information, we feel the doc~ent is thoroughly inadeq~/ate. 2 industry and protecting farm workers" Jobs. To the extent

3 We cai%’t evaluate impacts. We don’t k~ow where they come 3 that a dlrainishing viable water supply affects agriculture,

4 from~ what facilities will be builtr what the costs will be, 4 it will also affect t/le dexna/id for labor.

5 who will bear those costs, and what the benefits will be, so 5 California is the largest employer of farm

6 it’s a thoroughly ttnacceptable situation. 6 workers in the nation. The net impact on faz~n workers’

7 The second point is that there’s no analysis 7 employment and living cond!tions and the long-term health of

8 in the PEIS in regards to impacts to rates ~o ~ rate 8 the agricultural industry must be of concern in considering

9 payers. As we wrote to you that if you increase the rates 9 a~y water supply alternatives, be it interdistrict or

L0 greater than what the market will bear, you will drive power 10 interstate.

11 customers away. You repeated that back to us in a document, II We do have sccae concerns regarding the draft

12 which is nice to see, but there’s no analysis associated 12 CALFED report. First, the agricultural land that is going

13 with it. 13 to be converted to ecological use right now is not only

14 TWO impacts will basically come about from all 14 unspecified in amount but also in location. Representatives

15 this: We’ll have to build more generation up and down the 15 of farm la!m3r and rural co~E~unitles should have an active

16 valley to compensate for the loss of generation, and 16 role in the decisions in the way that the selection of these

17 secondly we’ll also have to -- we don’t wa~t to see this, 17 lands are going to be made, and they should have a voice in

18 it’s going to affect the ability to is repay the C~ debt. 18 helping to lessen the impact of economic burdens in the

19 With that in mind, CALFED has a philosophy 19 rural communities.

20
that there’s no redirected impacts and that the 20 Secondly, at this time we do not see water

21 beneficiaries pays for any impacts. We’d like to see that 21 transference as necessarily the long-term solutions for the

22 idea in regards to power generation. 22 entire Delta. C2%LFED has not addressed how it will

23 There’s a great quote that Lester Snow made in 23 compensate affected farm workers in rural co,unities.

24 the movie that says "Everybody affected must be part of the 24 We are concerned that if water transfers are

25 solution." We’re potentially greatly affected by the C~ 25 left to develop into a market, the water will go to the
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1 program, but yet we’re not consulted as part of the 1 highest bidder away from agriculture and to land-owning

2 solution. 2 water companies. If this occurs, rural communities and farm

3 We recommend that the Western ~/ea Power 3 workers could be left with nothing except more poverty, of

4 Administration be made part of the governing board of 4 which we know in the Central Valley and agricultural areas

5 CALFED, and with that in ~tlnd will become part of -- I know 5 farm-worker poverty still is a big concern. Although

6 you are shaking your head, but we’d like to see that happen, short-term water transfers can be essential for d/oughts,

7 please. With that, we’ll take our concerns in mind, we’d 7 transferring water rights long-term~y not always be

8 like to see the Department of Interior implement that 8 beneficial to the larger cc~mmunities.

9 recommendation. With that in mind, I’ll leave my comments. 9 We know that there will be an economic impact

10 Thank you. 10 on farm workers and the rural core. That is not being

11 MS. GUILLEN: My name is Rosalinda Guillen. Ii addressed here, has not been addressed at all. The United

12 I’m a political director for the United Farm Workers of 12 Farm Workers supports sustainable agriculture, especially

13 ~merica, AFL-CIO. I grew up on farm-worker wages. My 13 when conditions for agricultural labor improve through

14 father was a farmer worker. I was a farm worker myself, so 14 mutually productive collective bargaining relationships

15 I know very well that part of agriculture, the labor part, 15 between growers and farm workers.

16 and I understand, you know, that we do bring the food to the 16 MS. ROBINSON: Heather Robinson, far~er,

17 table also. 17 Roberts Island. I live a~d work in the Delta. I disagree

18 The United Farm Workers agree that 18 with yout ~£r. Snow, unfortunately, again. When someone

19 conservation is key to any water management model and 19 asked you this evening if C~LFED should be asked to meet

20 applaud the water use efficiency program that will implement 20 California’s future water needs, you stated that it

21 greater water conservation. Farm workers have a long-term 21 shouldn’t, but why else are you here? Why else does your

22 interest in securing clean, safe drinking water on the Job 22 impact area highlight the entire state? Why do you have a

23 and in their ho~es. We also have a long-term interest in 23 thirty-year program? Why are we wasting our taxpayer

24 sustaining the viability of the agricultural industry. 24 dollars if this is not supposed to be a long-term solution?

25 Preserving an adequate supply of agricultural 25 Currently water for Northern California
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1 crosses the Tehachapis, and as the gentleman from Southern 1 completed. This project enabled excess water from stream

2 California stated earlier, he is one-hundred-percent 2 runoff to be charunelled down to the southern basin of

3 dependent upon Northern California water, and yet he had the 3 California where it ca/~ be stored and used. This project

4 audacity to complain ak~ut the q~ality he received. He 4 was supposedly going to be beneficial to the people of

5 complained about the contamination that his water receives 5 California and the environment, but now it is q~ite evident

6 because it’s forced to travel through the Delta. You know 6 that it has only benefited people and has had a negative

7 how ttnfortunate for him. I llve in the Delta. I work in 7 impact on the environment.

9 You know, if CALFED truly wants to save the 9 will hap~n to Northern California’s Delta if this new pla~

[0 Bay-Delta, which I assume that’s why we’re all here, it 10 is implemented.

ii needs to think outside the box. Somebody has to step up to ii First off, we need to be concerned about the

12 the plate and make the tough choices. 12 loss of prime ag cultural land. Secondly, about not legally

13 First of all, it seems that we’ve ignored a 13 taking water from natural origin and riparian users, and

14 very obvious, at least to me, a very obvious solution. 14 thirdly, taking away n~tural habitat in the Delta.

15 Whatever happened to decreasing exports? DI~y are we 15 California has a great history of being one of

16 spending millions of dollars to m!tigate the effects of the 16 the highest agriculture production states in the country,

17 pumps instead of considering shutting them off? 17 but do not believe that statement for long because if this

18 YOUr studies have proven it. It was stated in 18 plan is implemented, agricultural will be devastated

19 your earlier documents that it was doubtful that species 19 forever.

20 would ever improve if pumping continued. Why are we not 20 Imagine this, between two hundred fifty

21 acting on that information? Why are we wasting millions of 21 thousand and nine hundred fifty thousand acres taken out of

22 dollars on plans that we know will fail? Are the needs of 22 production. Exactly what will this do to the economy? Will

23 L~s Angeles that much more important than those of the Delta 123 it benefit it? I don’t believe so. One-third of

24 and other areas of origin? 124 California’s work force depends on agriculture to support

25 We all know farraers, urban water users, 25 them. If this amount of acreage is taken out of productlon~
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1 environmentalists, we all know that California’s population 1 it would put a tremendous hurt on agriculture to benefit

2 is exploding, and we also all know that current supplies 2 people.

3 will definitely be insufficient thirty years from now. We 3 Now, what about taking water away from its

4 need to develop new sources Of water, a~d we must help 4 natural origin and riparian users? This is not only harmful

5 water-deficient areas to be more self-sufficlent. We need 5 to the Delta waterways, but it is also illegal in California

6 to look into desalinization for Southern California. We’re 6 law.

7 not going to make it on our current supplies. It’s Just not 7 In order to legally take water from the Delta,

8 there. 8 it must be only excess. Xn other words, if the Delta ca-~not

9 Secondly, do not even think about building a 9 support the water it receives, it can be moved elsewhere.

10 peripheral canal. Stop wasting my taxpayer dollars on an i0 This is how the Central Valley Water Project was supposedly

11 idea that was bad twenty years ago and is even worse now. 21 going to work. Instead the project took a lot more than the

12 If you don’t make the tough choicesr if you don’t decrease 12 excess water. In turn this caused a great deal of daraage to

13 exports, if you don’ t help to make the water-deficient areas 13 the Delta due to lack of water flow.

14 more self-sufficient, then everybody here sitting at this 14 Finally, the Delta is home to m~Lny types of

15 tatble is going to be responsible for destroying the Delta. 15 fish, but this is changing rapidly. The purity of the Delta

16 That’s not something that I would want to put on my resume. 16 waterways is falling. Why is this happening, you might ask?

17 De the right thing, put the Delta first. 17 Well, as I stated earlier, it’s because of lack of flow --

18 (A brief recess was taken.) 18 it’s because of lack of water flow in the Delta a~d -~

19 MR. DRURY: Good evening. My na/~e is Patrick 19 Dt~. B~OCCHINI: My name is Kris Brocchini.

20 Dr~ry. I’m a farmer in the San Joaquin CoUnty, and I’m also 20 ~’m a farm wife from san Joaq~in county and a member of

21 a member of the Yottng Farmers and Ranchers in San Joaq~in 21 California Women for Agriculture~ an organization of over

22 Cottnty. 22 twenty-five hundred members.

23 I appreciate the benefits the Delta waterways 23 Water is perhaps the one issue that will draw

24 on both farming and the environr~ent. Approximately 24 farmers to a government meeting in the heighth of harvest

25 thlrty-flve years ago the Central Valley Water Project was 25 season. The attenda/~ce this evening is testimony to the
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1 importance water plays in the life of every person in 1 that is the executive director of the San Joaq~in Farm

2 California, the ag community, as well as each and every 2 Bureau Federation in Stockton, representing Our close to

3 California citizen now and in the future. 3 five thousand farm a~d ranch families members in our

4 AS the population continues to increase, we 4 organization.

5 need to pla~ for the 21st century to increase water storage 5 In the essence of time~ I will warn you that

6 facilities as well as maintaining water quality for the 6 we will be sub~uLtting to you in writing a detailed analysis

7 people of our state. We cannot return to the past. 7 of your envirop/nental docuraentations, but in light of

8 Part of the plan proposes using additional 8 waiting this long, I thought that I should be able to speak

9 water to support and subsidize exotic species that feed on 9 to you, at least, for some reason, if nothing else to see if

L0 native salmon. If we are to respect environmental integrity I0 we can make this the longest hearing of the sixteen.

11 and history, the needs of introduced species should not be a 11 And I thought to myself earlier, I wished that

12 priority in the planning. 12 I could come up with something that I could speak to you

13 Millions of people, indeed all California 13 that maybe you have not heard as members of a hearing panel

14 citizens, will be affected by this plan. Yet the focus of 14 in your sixteen hearings and learned earlier tonight I

15 the plan appears to be fish and wildlife habitat rather than 15 ca/inot speak about smoking salmon, so I think, instead, we

16 the people of California. Discussions or proposals about 16 will talk about solution principles, part of your CALFED

17 water use that divide us into sectors, such as environment, 17 ntission statement of objectives and solution principles

18 government, and ag are not constructive to the people. 18 inside your environmental documentation and some questions

19 Water conservation and land use planning are a 19 or points to ponder, maybe, for you and your reviewing

20 focus of the ag industry. Many farmers have property in the 20 panel, so we’ll take the hearing co~aents from this and

21 Williamson Act where we have promised to keep the land in 21 other hearings a~d review them.

22 agriculture for ten years, and soon many will make the 22 One of your solution principles within your

23 twenty-year co~/~itment to a farmland security zone. 23 environmental document is to reduce conflicts in the system.

24 We need to know that water will be available 24 It says "solutions will reduce major conflicts among

25 to maintain the land use in order for that property to be a 25 beneficial uses of water." You’ve heard many comments
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1 viable, economic unit which contributes to the local, state, I tonight from the agricultural cor~munity in regards to this,

2 and national economy. A dry field with no production that 2 and I urge you to consider how converting hundreds of

3 will not pay the wages of the labor force~ who in turn would 3 thousands of agricultural acres in California helps you to

4 not spend their salaries in the community. 4 achieve that principle.

5 As stewards of the land, farmers have chosen 5 You also have a solution principle to be

6 to use irrigation methods such as microsprlnkler and drip 6 equitable, and I quote from your docnmentatlon that

7 irrigation systems, which result in decreased water usage, 7 "Solutions will focus on solving problems in all areas."

8 although they are much more expensive to purchase and use in 8 You’ve heard some very eloquent people talk to you about

9 the field than flood irrigation. This is a choice we have 9 that very recently this evening, and I urge you to

I0 made for the conservation of natural resources, i0 understand that storage, beth north of and south of the

ii The wholesale retirement of farmland for 11 Delta, is your only answer.

12 drainages or water sales for usage elsewhere is a 112 Be lmplementable. "Solutions will have broad

13 shortsighted approach. It is said that every farm dollar of 13 publlc acceptance and legal feasibility." I question if any

14 sales multiplies itself six to seven times in the local 14 of you or any of your other hearing panels after hearing all

15 economy. For many people the consequences of taking l~_nd 15 of the comments that you have in sixteen hearings believe

16 out of production seems so remote, but it is not. 16 that that solution principle has been met.

17 In conclusion, I would like to say that many 17 ~/~d to be affordable, one of my favorites.

18 times ag is referred to as a major water user, but we are 18 "Solutions will be implementable and maintainable within the

19 merely a conduit to the consumer, the ultimate water user. 19 foreseeable resources of the program and stakeholders." I

20 I would also close by encouraging CALFED to adopt a 20 looked up the word "affordable" in the dictionary before we

21 seven-year record of decision rather than a thirty-year 21 came this evening. I apparently don’t have the government’s

22 record. Thank you. 22 description of affordable when I look at the amount of money

23 MR. MATTHEWS: Good evening. For the record 23 that this program has and will spend. I urge you to

24 I’m RUSS Matthews, a lifelong California agriculturalist 24 consider the economic concerns of the taxpayers of the state

25 speaking tonight, however, in my professional position and 25 of california.
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1 Your envirorm~ental docttmentation must match 1 support preservation of the farmland as well as preservation

2 your principles and your missions and your principle 2 of the environment. I don’ t know what CALFED’s Job is

3 solutions of this program, and I urge you to consider those 3 totally, but I would say that we need to preserve the farm

4 comments. Thank you. 4 lands Just for all the reasons that were mentioned

5 MR. BROWN: GOOd evening, ladies and 5 previously here.

6 gentlemen. My name is Jeff Brown. I’m a Tracy area farmer. 6 ~=nd as far as the dams, there was a co~ent

7 That’s in the San Joaq~/in Valley, for all of you that don" t 7 made that they should be taken out. Well, we lost four

8 k~ow where Tracy is. 8 thousand acres of our ranch to a dam, Comanche Dam.    I

9 A couple of things is as a young boy going to 9 didn’t like it. If they took it out, I’m sure Lodi would

[0 school, I used to think about the Native Americans that were 10 have a lot of complaints because it kept them from flooding.

ii here in the valley and how it must have looked when the 11 If you took out Pardee a/%d some other dams, I’m sure East

12 settlers came over the hills and looked onto this great 12 Bay MUD would be buying a lot of bottled water because

13 valley and all the wildiife that was out there, and then I 13 that’s their water supply, so I think storage of water is

14 thought "Well, gee, we’re here now, and I don’t know if we 14 important for everybody to take a look at.

15 can go back." I don’t think anybody really wants to go back 15 Like I said, I don’t know how many people you

16 to that. We can’t. We have cities. We have homes and d~ms 16 are working with, but it sounds to me like it would be a

17 that have been built to control flood and this whole 17 good idea to work with the environmentalists and the

18 infrastructure we rely on. We are part of a fabric of 18 ranchers and maybe locate t_he reservoirs where they wouldn’t

19 society, and it doesn’t end here in California or the cities 19 affect the envlroD/~ent, the wildlife.

20 or the counties. It goes way beyond. It goes into our 20 But it souiIds like you’ve got your Job cut out

21 nation. 21 for you, a~d I think storage is a big part of it. A lot of

22 We are the suppliers of the nation’s aiid the 22 cities of use are using and have used water storage and, you

23 world’s food supply. It is what has made our nation great. 23 know, it’s good to go out to the rivers too, but I think

24 It’s more than what has made our nation great. It’s the 24 this urba/~ population growth has allowed a lot of study on

25 envy of the world, and if you change, if we take and our 25 where they should get the water to handle the ra/iches and
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1 supply -- our food supply and we convert that and we 1 the environment and the urban, so I think population creates

2 di,tinish that, then we will be reliant upon food from other 2 -- the growth of population in California has created a need

3 nations. We will be importers of foods. We will be at the 3 for water.

4 mercy of other nations. We will become a third world, I 4 I would support the board, also, in taking a

5 g~arantee it. That is a dubious distinction that can either 5 look at the fact that it does affect a lot of Jobs if the

6 be taken care of or, you know, you guys have that -- have to 6 land is taken out of production and the United Farm Workers

7 make that decision, a~d I don’t envy you for that, but I 7 pretty much stressed that, a~d I think, again, the final

8 think that you can make that, the right decision. 8 thing I want to say is we need to preserve farmland along

9 I’m also, in my little farm, I grow the 9 with the environmental, and it’s an important part of our

10 nation’s -- part of the nation’s supply of apricot baby I0 economy in California, and we can’ t go back the way it was

11 food. One ranch accounts for about elghty-five percent of 11 with the Indla~s, so although I’d like to, but this is now,

12 what you feed your children if you go and buy apricots from 12 so thanks.

13 Gerber, Heinz, Beech/%ut in Northern California and North 13 MR. GALLI: I’m Louis Galli from Tracy. I’m

14 America and Canada. Do we want to feed our children food 14 not going to say too much tonight. I don’t want to take

15 from the United States and California, or do we want to feed 15 your time because I notice most of you guys are all asleep,

16 our children and be reliant on food from Other countries? 16 so instead of talking to a sleepy audience, what I will say

17 And that is a q~/estion I pose to you. Hopefully you will 17 is everybody is looking at everything wrong. Nobody has

18 take that home tonight and think about it. Thank you. 18 looked at the cities where they are wasting more water than

19 MR. HESSILTINE: Bob Hessiltine from the 19 anybody. The city of Tracy, the city of Stockton, Manteca,

20 Cle~ents/Lodi area, and we’ve been in agriculture since 1854 20 they are doing all this beautiful landscaping, all the

21 in the llvestock, sheep, and vineyards, a~d I’m a director 21 hills, mountains, and everything else and they irrigate

22 for the San Joaquln County Farm Bureau in that area. First 22 during t/le daytime. Water rums out into the street, and

23 time I’ve actually spoke at the hearings. !23 people don’t realize how much water is wasted, yet they get

24 Everybody said everything I wanted to say. 24 on the farmer’s ass and say "He’s the guy that’s wasting the

25 I’ve been making notes all along, and pretty much I would 25 water, and he’s recycling the river, and he’s putting the
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1 contaminations in," and all that 8S. 1 needs to be done. To pr~mote greater conservation, CR/~ED

2 When we first moved to Tracy in 1936, it was 2 should consider investing in programs that are beyond the

3 dry farmdng. We were some of the first ones to do 3 cost-effective reach of the local water agency. Programs

4 irrigation. And also there was a swamp there, and I 4 that wouldn’t otherwise be undertaken but which have ~irect

5 remember now there was a Brazilian swizzlefaub (phonetic) in 5 benefits to the Bay-Delta.

6 there and a~ African bullhawker (phonetic), and those poor 6 Furthermore, the timing of the funding is a

7 a~Imals are gone now. 7 critical issue. Unless this fttnding is m~de avail~le

8 MS. DICKINSON: Mary Ann Dickinson, a~d I’m 8 early, the effects of the wa~er efficiency progra~ may be

9 the executive director of the California Urban Water 9 too late to be evaluated in stage one of the C~J~FED progra;8.

10 Conservation Council, an organization of two hundred and 10 ~ CALFED struggles with how to estimate the

11 thirty-five water agencies~ environmental groups, and others ii funding needs of its cow.non program~, the Council stands

12 who have signed a memorandum of uaderstanding pledging to 12 ready to be of whatever assistance it can be in calculating

113 implement conservation best management practices. 13 potential program expenditures and in advising CALFED on the

14 At a meeting last week of our full mex~bership, 14 methods of fu~dlng distribution.

15 the council approved a lengthy set of oomr~ents on the 15 We also will be filing technical co~E~ents

16 revised draft EIR/EIS, which we will file with you tomorrow. 16 which will deal with C2tLFED’s estimates of water

17 But in my three minutes tonight I would like to briefly 17 conservation savings potential and will look forward to

18 cover two major issues. 18 getting the constants to yo~ for your deadline tomorrow.

19 The first is water conservation certification. 19 M~%. MUSILLAMI: My name is Steve Musilla~.

20 CALFED is recomending a water use efficiency program, a 20 I’m here representing the Delta Ad-Boc Recreation Committee.

21 detailed program, that will require water agencies within 21 These co~m~ents were prepared collectively by the Delta

22 its solution area to comply with water conservation best 22 Ad-Hoc Recreation Committee and do not represent adopted or

23 management practices, the same ones adopted and enforced by 23 official positions of the agencies and groups that

24 the council. CALFED is further proposing that the council 24 participated in its preparation. However, the particlpa~ts

25 be given the Job of officially certifying these water 25 in the Ad-Hoc Recreation C~ittee include Department of
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1 agencies. 1 Boating a~d Waterways, Department of Parks and Recreation,

2 I’m here today to reaffirm to CALFED the 2 the Delta Protection Commission, Wildlife Conservation

3 council’s interest in being that certification entity. Over 3 Board, CALFED, California Delta Chambers, Northern

4 the past two years we have undertaken a number of projects 4 California Marine Association~ Recreational Boaters of

5 to prepare the council and its membership for a possible 5 California, and on and on and on~ many others.

6 certification role. These projects are outlined in our 6 AS a group, the committee seeks recognition by

7 detailed comments which we’ll file tomorrow. 7 CALFED of the value and importance Of recreation as an

8 But with respect to certification, we wanted 8 ongoing activity in the Delta. The committee seeks a

9 to actually add an additional co~ent: CALFED should 9 partnership with CALFED to mitigate impacts and to design

i0 clarify that any agency or organization, private as well as I0 and implement new recreation facilities and opportunities

ii public, that wholesales water Or facilitates water tra/%sfers ii throughout the following recommendations.

12 should be equally subject to the same certification 12 The revised draft EIR should more fully

13 requirements. That is a western water company should 13 address existing California policies and laws which support

i14 provide the same water conservation incentives and 14 recreation in the Delta, including the California

15 assistance as a metropolitan water district or a San Diego 15 constitution, the public trust doctrine, the Davis Dahlwig

16 County water authority. 16 Act, the California Goverrunent Code, and the Public

17 Second issue I wanted to cover was funding. 17 Resources Code.

’18 The invest~ents in water conservation contemplated by the 18 Recreation should not be dismissed as a ~t~nor,

19 CALFED documents are staggering, and these investments by 19 unimportant use in the Delta. Recreation should be

20 water agencies alone could not possibly be accomplished 20 acknowledged and recognized as an important, vital use that

21 within the stage one time frame without substantial 21 supports and reflects the ecological health of the Delta

22 financial assistance from CALFED and the legislature to 22 ecosystem.

23 ensure that this water conservation happens. 23 The key recommendation of the Ad-Hoc

24 Although millions of dollars in conservation 24 Recreation Comntittee is a pressing need for an immediate

25 investments have already been made by agencies, much more 25 preparation of a master plan or vision for recreation in the
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1 Delta. This plan should be prepared in partnership with 1 ~/%d finally on page 7.3-18 "The effects on

2 recreation providers and recreational users of the Delta. 2 agricultural in the other state water project and Central

3 Implementation of this plan both for ~titlgation -- where az~ 3 Valley Project service areas are expected to be small.

4 I? Okay. 4 S~bstantlal conversion Of agricultural land in the Delta

S This co~nittee should make -- should be made 5 region could shift some production to desert areas in

6 up of the -- okay. There’s the -- CALFED should be overseen 6 Southern california, such as the Imperial Valley." This

7 by -- this project should be overseen by Delta Recreation 7 solution is not equitable, a~d it is not implementable, a~d

8 Oversight Committee. This committee should be made up of 8 that in itself violates your own solution principles.

9 Delta recreation stakeholders and should serve as an 9 I’m ninety-first on your list of speakers

10 oversight body much as a panel of scientists will oversee 10 because I spent the afternoon at the Tracy hearing -- or it

Ii the ecosystem restoration program, ii wasn’t a hearing, a discussion of south Delta improvement

12 Some of the proposed mitigation that we would 12 plans. And there we were told, and I will quote, Steve Burr

13 llke to see is to address the programmatic impacts to 13 (phonetic) said when he was asked about the modeling, that

14 recreation. The Ad-Hoc committee suggests inclusion of 14 they were presenting their modeling data today without full

15 programmatic mitigation measures to be funded in stage one, 15 confidence. Well, if your own staff doesn’t have confidence

16 and also we’d like to see that these funds be designated by 16 of where you are in the process today, then how ca~ you ask

17 CALFED to prepare the implementation of a recreation master 17 the public to have confidence in it? And we fully expect to

18 plan, that CALFED should authorize a Delta Recreation 18 see C,M~D in court.

19 Oversight Cor~ittee made up of Delta recreation 19 ~. REYNOLDS: I’m Bill Reynolds. I’m not a

20 stakeholders, and that all CALFED projects and CALFED-funded 20 far~er. I’m a b~u~ker in San Joaquln Cottnty. I think it’s

21 projects should fully ~tigate any impacts on recreation and 21 important to recognize the number of people that are here

22 recreational boating. All projects funded by CALFED should 22 this evening who normally would be in bed several hours ago.

23 provide public access a-~d/or recreation onsite or offsite 23 I believe most of you folks are getting paid and on a

24 and provide improved services. 24 payroll. These folks are doing that on their own time.

25 MR. REYNOLDS: Good evening. My name is 25 Trust is a major issue with CALFED process,
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1 Rogene Reynolds. I live in the south Delta, one mile north 1 particularly as long as these plans include any portion of a

2 of Old River, fifth generation Delta farming family. I rode 2 peripheral canal. I really do not know who is making the

3 every mile of that Delta on my pony as a kid. I’ve sailed 3 decisions that will affect the livelihood as part of the

4 on the Delta for twenty-five years. I was carried out of 4 trust. We really do not know who is making the decisions

5 the Governor’s office twenty years ago fighting the 5 that will affect the livelihood of agriculture and others.

6 peripheral canal, a~d I spent a year on CALFED, ~-nd those 6 They seem to be federal a/~d state agencies who are ~vorced

7 are my credentials. 7 one step further from the general public than they once

8 I would like to speak to the process as it 8 were.

9 relates to the EIR. I believe that the document can and 9 Rogene said a moment ago that there is no

I0 will be challenged because it is deficient, specifically in 10 present plan in the EIR as for continuing governance Of the

ii the area of governance. It’s being circulated for public ii CALFED beast that has been established here. The CALFED

12 come, eat with no government structure. 12 plan has no acceptable package of assurances in this plan

13 Now I’d like to speak to some details 13 for any individual party or all collective parties,

14 regarding the south Delta. There have been covenants tonight 14 certainly there’s no financing package included in the plan.

15 on la~d retired for ecosystem restoration. Page 4-10 of the 15 Lack of factual data has been overcome by the sheer weight

16 EIR says "The estimate of land area affected by the 16 Of the EIR/EIS. If you are not on someone’s payroll, you

17 ecosystem restoration program Delta region, one hundred 17 cannot hope to follow the project or attend countless

18 eleven thousand six hundred acres; the San Joaquin River, 18 meetings.

i19 forty-three hundred acres." 19 Water quality in the San Joaquin Delta is

20 The ecosystem restoration program -- this is 20 crucial to the continued economic viability of agriculture.

21 page 7.1-17 "The ecosystem restoration program could convert 21 Your present plan se~ed to result in poorer water quality

22 up to a h~ndred and twelve thousand acres of important Delta 22 to many present water users, including fish, particularly in

23 farmland. Although some of these agricultural uses may be 23 the south Delta, poor water results and poor crop yield,

24 shifted to the Central valley or elsewhere, this conversion 24 which is economlc strangulation for Delta farmers. It’s a

25 is a potentially significant unavoidable adverse impact." 25 long-term thing that you go a little bit worse each year.
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1 Bow can you legally degrade the water q~ality 1 people, showed his b~n~Ling issue. S~e of it in here is

2 of those holding riparian water rights? That’s a good 2 paying people to do Jobs they already should be ~ well

3 qn/estlon. The co~on pool concept needs to be maintained. 3 doing.

4 Again, retaining any part of the peripheral canal within 4 The people here tonight bringing up the

5 your plan certainly promotes distrust, takes away all 5 conservation, yet they are not bringing up the fact that we

6 incentive for the through-Delta plan to work. Water is 6 need meters. Well they must be here fro~ the meter

7 important to the state of California. There,s not enough to 7 companies because they are not bringing up the fact that

8 go around. 8 Sacramento City and the Bay ~/ea are allowed to pollute,

9 The CALFED EIR/EIS is an attempt to reallocate 9 have runoffs that go into the river, dump manure, and all

[0 existing water supplies. It does this at the expense of 10 sorts of stuff in there, and it slides through the Water

11 agriculture, particularly in the San Joaquin Delta. The 11 Control Board, so the quality of water Just stinks all the

12 plan does not provide for new storage, particularly in the 12 time.

13 south of the Delta, which are crucial to using lim!ted water 13 Yet the big cities sort of slide by, and they

14 effectively. 14 get pollution by permit. Yet the little cities that can" t

15 Northern California population is going to 15 afford to fight the Water Control Board, they get dumped on,

16 grow along with that of the entire state. We are going to 16 like West Sacramento. West Sacramento had to clean up its

17 need our water. Those areas that are water deficient need 17 water. Good for us. Sacramento is still dumping crep in

18 to move swiftly toward self-reliai~ce. Water-deficient areas 18 the river, and it has to pour chlorine, but we have to pay

19 do not have a right to receive water that is of superior 19 two hundred fifty thousand dollars when we do it.

20 quality than what san Joaquin Delta users who have riparian 20 I’ d like to see some better or best management

21 rights are forced to use. 21 practices. I don’t see that. Adaptive management means who

22 MS. MILLER: Marna Miller, West Sacramento. I 22 is making the most noise so you don’ t stop this program in

23 got one of these in the mail. I would consider this 23 its tracks. I hope this prograr~ dies in its tracks until

24 alienation of the public because if you think Joe citizen is 24 you ca/~ get somebody who can actually control things and put

25 going to read this and think they want to come hear this, 25 in good, best management practices --
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1 they don’t even k~ow what this means, and I don’t think that 1 ~. PETER~EN: First I was deEp, ring on this.

2 the CALFED process has been friendly to the public since my 2 I’d like to make a statement here. I want to take this off

3 public works director had to call here after about the sixth 3 because there were some folks here tonight that talked ~JDout

4 time I could~’ t get any kind of notice from a public 4 this side versus that side. I think we have to work

5 meeting. 5 together. I think ag and fish can both work together. I’m

6 I was at the Tracy meeting today, and typical 6 going to put this in my pocket.

7 of all the meetings, llke the workshops and like this where 7 But by my story you will hear my side as well,

8 it’s stacked with "I want mines," a presentation on the 8 though. I have two Jobs. Most of my day I’m a certified

9 pollution in Tracy area was presented, and the man said 9 irrigation designer. I design, sell, and install irrigation

I0 "Well, Alex, you are right. We need to confer with you on i0 systems that conserve water by using water to its fullest

11 the modeling." Well, Alex has been telling them things for 11 potential. Men I’ve concluded my day as an irrigation ma~,

12 a year and a half I’ve been going to meetings. I’ve never 12 I head home and work my ground in an attempt to make a

13 heard them listen to their con~nissioners. At workshops it’s 13 living and keep this country’s mouth full. I chose to

14 still going on. If the policy group says something, "Well, 14 install an expensive but state-of-art subsurface irrigation

15 let’s send it to the restoration group and see what they 15 system. It conserves water. I believe in conservation. My

16 think." I go to the restoration group, and it says "Well, 16 customers who install thousands of acres of drip and ~tlcro

17 that’s going to be discussed in the policy group." 17 irrigation a/u~ually believe in conservation as well.

18 I find it not good that the summary -- that 18 I also believe in fish. Some day I hope to

19 your executive summary basically says Just hold a Juggling 19 take my fifteen-month-old daughter steelhead fishing as my

20 act until we make sure that everything is in place to send 20 father did. However, if I had to choose between keeping my

21 the water to San Diego. 21 ranch, my home, my lankily, being fed, or a fishing trip, 1

22 I believe there’s too many people with 22 would have to choose against the fish.

23 conflict of interest. Even Mr. Machado was at the Tracy 23 I believe anyone in this room, even earlier

24 meeting today presenting -- listening to all the things, and 24 tonight when the roo~ was full, if they were truly faced

25 he made some good comraents, and he will follow up with 25 with that decision, they would make the same choice.
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I Fortttnately for me, I am not going to have to make that 1 (Whereupon, the proceedings

2 decision. 2 were concluded at 11:22 p.m.)

3 Your .~ssion and your number one objective in 3

4 your documents here state that your mission is to provide 4

5 good water for all beneficial uses. I a~a a beneficial use. 5

6 J~st ask the many local suppliers and charities that I 6

7 support. 7

8 I would ask that when you rewrite your 8

9 document, you not forget your number one objective: Good 9

10 water for all beneficial uses, guarantee water to 10

11 agriculture as firmly as you have for the environmental !11

13 I wish you well in the endeavor that you have 13

14 before you, and I ask that you re/ne/~ber bala/%ce, that you 14

15 remember cont~on sense, and please don’t take away my dreams. 15

16 If you take away my dres/ns, you take away my red, white, and 16

17 blue. 17

18 ~. TUNA: The narae is D.A. Tuma. I’m the 18

19 Libertarian Party candidate for Congressional District 3. I 19

20 am glad to be here tonight as this is my last chance to find 20

21 something good in what you’ve done, and I’ve tried, and I’ve 21

22 tried. 22

23 And I’ll offer you this much: You’ve given me 23

24 plenty of evidence to Justify my personal commitment to 24

25 offer myself to the abuses of political life Just because I 25
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1 REPORTER’S CERTIFICATE

I think this country has lost the idea that people can make
2 STATEOF CALIFORNIA )

2 decisions on their own, that they’ve got management ) ss.

3 authority over their own minds. They can choose what to
4

4 believe. They’ve got management authority over their own
5 I, KELI RUTHERD~LE, a Certified Shorthand

5 bodies. They can do with their bodies what they want to, as
6 Reporter licensed by the State of California, and e/npowered

6 long as they don’t hurt anybody else. And they can also
7 to adntlnister oaths and affirmations pursuant to Section

7 have management authority over the fruits of their labor,
8 2093(b) of the Code of Civil Procedure, do hereby certify:

8 which means acquisition of private property. They have the
9 That the said proceedings were recorded

9 right to trade that property, and they don’t have to give it
10 stenographically by me and were thereafter transcribed by me

11 via computer-assisted transcription;
Ii There’s a saying that got ~e started down this

12 That the foregoing transcript is a true record
12 path, and I learned it from my mother. She said that there

13 of the proceedings which then and there took place;
13 was a ma~ one time, you might recognize this: "From each

14 That I 8m~a disinterested person to said
14 according to his ability, to each according to his need."

15 action.
15 Well, a fella by the name of Carl M~rx said that, and I

16 IN WITNESS WHEP.EOF, I have subscribed my name
16 di4-n’ t know exactly what was the hang up in there, and the

17 on September 29th, 1999.
17 hang up was who chooses what is needed? A~d that’s the

18
18 whole hang up that’s in this CALFED program.

19
19 YOU Just pull out any page you w~_nt, and it

20
20 has to do with ecological restoration. I can find one on KELI RUTHERDALE

21 Certified Shorthand Reporter #10084
21 page 7, and it says "CALFED aims to meet the needs of

22
22 multlple pla~t and animal species." Well, who is going to

23
23 decide those needs? Whoever’s got the grins, that’s who.

24
24 Good night, folks.

25
25 III
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4

5 I, KELI RUTHERDALE, a Certified Shorthand

6 Reporter licensed by the State of California, and empowered

7 to administer oaths and affirmations pursuant to Section

8 2093(b) of the Code of Civil Procedure, do hereby certify:

9 That the said proceedings were recorded

i0 stenographically by me and were thereafter transcribed by me

ii via computer-assisted transcription;

12 That the foregoing transcript is a true record

13 of the proceedings which then and there took place;

14 That I am a disinterested person to said

15 action.

16 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my name
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18
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