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By TOM CHORNEAU
Stnff Writer
- > ! Desp1tg concerns over costs,:
L£O/7TS A g . Sonoma County supervisors unani- .
/ J C ’( o CH weR /gc,/f. ~ mously approved a record $3.6
75’.:70 LA % . million land deal Tuesday aimed.
. at creating the North Bay's first’
‘publicly held *“conservation bank”"

for wetlg:tds replacement. ,
: . The 174-acre west Santa Rosa.

Co M ,’ A c y ranch, home to a variety of endan-

. gered and protected species, will

. F/‘ € : be permanenily protected from-
' development, while at the same.
k - -time offering developers a source
9 ‘of “mitigation credits” that would"
~ ~allow them to build on wetlands in-
‘ other parts of the county. '

: ‘ “This i8 clearly a good purchase
'y for the Open Space District, but:

the question here is one of cost,”
-said Supervisor g% I-Iar%%ﬁgnf_
' “When the pul at
' we're spendmg $20,000 an acre,
they are going to want to know
what they are getting for it,” he
said. “But you look at this property
and you can see we are getting a
great deal for the money.”

The ranch, situated on the west-
ern edge of Santa Rosa’s city limits
on Occidental and Hall roads,
includes nearly 50 acres of high-
@ | ' quality vernal pools and wetlands
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