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THE SHADOWY RAIL

The strovig aem of wetlarnd restusalion s
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fails ve in the last relatively pristine
mature nked by
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"These projects are more than a golden
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Bay Wildife Refuge's “Restor-
ingﬁishbihtkumﬁalfor&u‘rmt”
The black rail has often been overlooked
whan it enives to conservation because it
simply fess obvious—and maybe less “charis-
matic"—than certain other endangered
species, according to Jules Evens of Point

Bird . The clapper rail is

“larger and iouder” and exsier to detect

than the black rail.

'Ismm:m:uﬁmu&uformbhck
rail’s obscurity, & prefers well-vegetated
upper marsh over the lower marsi) wed by
many species, which ‘s good news ina
way heraise the rail is so furtive and diffi-
cuttmdemmatibbemvdoollt;dh
some spots, which may actyally -
heiped it,” says Evens. “But the highest
reachus of the marsh are also usually the
first places to be e the
filling and ikting takes place, So
by wetnds 1 appe inging pa
inging habltat
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rail is fecerally listaci iscumﬂy:
mmw%),mmw?m
wnormous public be
mﬁmmwle:mm'
rail habitat with lost economic opportunities,
But economics and politics aren't the only
enernies of the tiny, oddly-shaped bicd
("think of 2 heavy-bottomed robin or
towhee without the talt* says Evens). in
cxtrerne high tides, the ril & forced to the
upper limits of the marsh where, especially
in dagraded, poory marshes, it
bcormes easy prey for , egrets, and
e e e ot o
na G orway
rats). If forced to, the rail wil fiy—but not
well.“l‘vuemmbmg}mm
and catch shem mid-fight,” says Evens.
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ESA Evolves
With Steelhead

lust how dramatically an innovative effort
10 save 1 high-end game fish wilt redefine the
tebate over endangered species will be seen
when the Endangered Species Act comes up
for a sorely Mﬂ?ue:. reauthorization. In the
meanitime, a good measure of the debate over
the upcorning listing of steethead trout stems

special cells in the gills to filter out sodium
and chloride.

“It's an elaborate, elegant and remarkable
adaptive mechanism,” he writes, “offering

“the seagoing salmon and trout two distinet

survival advantages: By keaving the nutrent
poor environment of small, high-altitude
streams for the richness of the scg, the
migratory fish obtain accass to an abundant
food source. And by escaping the confines of
its birthplace, it is free to colonize new river
systems —— entering from the sea — where

from the fact it is almost indisﬁnguishablc i be less fiarce *
from the mundane but beautél competlion may sl sk be
o i o wppc o conskiored the deinng qualtyof
poudnets Oen e sesherd  VHISIS  snhost, ol st oy
Pove : swund. For fishenmer, ‘
aiors bveseehuirecies  HOMOSt  indibors v iacioes
etic calf to muve wul W s, g §row muscutar a
Because of the sueheadsvet . SOphisticated, lugh on e oumey o te s
amchasa P tosp . complicated weight s, gt round
i ; 8-10 pounds instead of the
Calfomia, and its remarkable i S IWO OF thite. -
giobgistsdhabehmt:gmbmv;im use of the ESA For bmloglsts, meh'ead ae
ve
a complex proposal for lisi:ingu,p since its what is called an umixella species,
protecting and restoring the fish. I ontion.” xhﬂ motﬂl; m ;;e“
"There's nothing comparable to ne n g ! ;
this listing,” says Mark Capell, an 4 erally receive protection, too. Thi

analyst for the Califuiniec Coastal
Commission. “This is the most sophisticated,
complicated use of the ESA since its
inception. There's more science behind this
and there are more people invoived.”

The steelhead trout listing propasal,
expected to be finalized this August, reflects
the genetics, politics and biology of a
complex coastal species that ranges from
fresh mountain creeks to the salty ocean
deep. In a remarkable essay, john Krist of
the Verituro County Stur describes how
steelead and other members of the
satmanid family possess *an anboard
desalinization plant” that allows them to
drink salt water as they reach the sea,
shutting down their kidneys and activating

exceeds that of other anadromous fish. They
possess the ability to migrate furthes upstream
than mast chinook salmon species and can
tolerate a greater.range of tempevatures, Runs
vary actoss a wider spectrum of the year,
which aliows them to select from a variety of
niches. And stesthead dun't stways lollow the
bumper sticker advice “Spawn and Die.” Up
to 2 third retum to the 5aa after spawning.

In political terms, the steelhead's
adaptability could cause even morc dlashes
with commerce than the isting of various
saimon species. The saimon’s range stons
around Monterey Bay, while steeihead run
smack into the 1angled plumbing of southern
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