85/14/1998 83:49 7951388

PAGE 15

o 4 P 2
iy kﬁ,b\\-‘-k","?; L}ﬂgg ,4'#2,006,5‘{7"?".#\0/"71'&LI0M
‘ 0 WASTE
T0 - - C/
‘ ESTER i < 5 Southern Sonoma Conaty
\J\« A Resource Conservation District

N 6"1
JROT 6C 1’ A ELLIS CREEK PILOT PROJECT
15 v/ 1 AND
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1.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Resowrce Conservation District for Souther Sonoma County is plonscd to submit this Inguiry
Submittal for possible CALFED funding of the Eilis Cresk Enhancement Pilot Project and Habitat
Muanegement Program for the upper watershed areas of the Petaluma River,

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed Pilot Project involves fencing of the riparian cortider, installation of cattte crossings
as needed, bank stobilization and enhancement planting along Ellis Creek within the City of
Petaluma’s Wastewaber Inigation project area. Provision of stock watet fiom the City’s new
rertiary treatment plant may also be provided to offset the loss of stock water from exchuding caitle
from the creekbed, The City of Pétaluma has completed site assessment work, developed a
contgptual plan and negotiated agreements with some of the anchers for the fencing plan. The
project wenld provide for riparian restoration connecting the frogmented hebitat areas along Ellis
Crezk and reduce sedimentation from erosion,

The District is also seeking an endowtuent to provide on-going revenues fora Jong-term Fabitet
Management Program for the upper watershed areas of the Petaluma River, The endowment
would be invested and interest earnings would be utilized to provide assistance to farmers in the
upper watershed areas in modifying their management practices to yeduce tmpacts to the watershed
telgted to grazing, erosion, and dairy waste management practices,

APPROACH/TASKS/SCHEDULE-

Endowment funds would be utilized annvally to fence riparien corridors, complete bank
stabilizatibn, provide enhancement plantings, sontrol invasive weads, improve pasturing practices
and develop appropriate dairy waste management systems. The endowment earnings would be
matched with EQIM funds, Regivial Bowrd fines, and/or in-king donations ot labor trom the
farmers or other interested groups. The Habitat Management Prograrn would parallel with the.
City of Petaluma’s proposal for the lower watershed areas,

JUSTIFICATION

Funding of both spdowment proposals would empowar the City and. the District to restore.the
Petaluma River Watershed in a comprehensive program over a 10 to 20 year period.  The
District’s foeus would be on the upper watershed areas, while the City of Petabmia’s focug would
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be on the lawer watershed arass. Without the ardowment funding, the District will provide
assistance to farmers on a project’by project basis us funding becomes available, The Endewment
Fund would provide gieater loverage i sevking olher imaiching gra sources and would initiate
greater participation: fromt the ranching commranity.

BUDGET COSTS AND APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS

A proposed eudowment of §2 million is suggested which would provide sunual tevenucs of
~7 $160,000 for the Habitat Management Program, W ith this level of funding, the Distriet could
S7¢AL  provide fencing FOF an esimated 3 to 6 files of riparian corridor annually, 'Lhe District will work
L Awng  with willing landowners only so there will be no third party impacss. The District is well-qualified
RO o administer an endowment fund:and provide the assistance to the propesty owners. The Ellis

PROPER WCreek Enhancement Pilot Project ;is ectimated at $230,000.
¢ WA ERS MONITORING AND DATA EVALUATION
VYNIER
THE The District will monitor the Habitat Management Program in confunction with the regular duties
OIS E oF of the D}shjxct. T"he WO pilpt projects proposed .Fmﬂ Filis (:‘ireek 'am:} Adobe (‘.fee.fc would ba clogely
monitorad in conjunction with the Watershed Science Project proposed by the City of Petaluma
ENVIANE ipnd the 8.F. Estuary Institute in e companion proposal 10 CALFED, The monitoring program
oR would be tied to the Regional Mondtoring Effort.
SENSITIVE :

‘( B)TAT LOCAL SUPPORT/COORDINATION WITH OTHER PROGRAMS

, 7_ The Endowiment would be caordinared with the Districts 205) Planning Grant which is currently
underway, The Endowment would provide the needed funding for implementation,

KEEPS

COMPATIBILITY WITH CALFED OBJECTIVES
SIR Epuss
The proposed pilot project and endowment would provide for a comprehensive spproach to
ccosystem restoration, as welt as meet othier CALFED objectives related to water supply and water
quality. The Districts proposcd Ellis Creck Enhancement and Habitat Munageinent Program, for
the Upper Watershed would have a synergistie effeet with the restoration programs initiated by the
City of Petaluma in the lower watershed areas and Adobe Creek. Collectively, the proposals
submitied by the City and the Diswict would provide for near complete restoration of the Petaluma
River Watershed and serve as 8 model restoration and habitat mansgement program for other
comrmmities. L
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