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ioregions cannot be created by fint they tusr hm
consived, designed, and coostructed  amid
eonfitcting ideas and objectives. Cascadia has baen
sonceived, competition for the design is underway, ond there
is 0o shortage of conflicting ideas and chjectives, WEELhac

- of pot Cagcadia becomes a Tull-blown Bloceglon, consistam

with the %-plmwd viston of "sustaivability," hos yet to be
ingd. But the process ¥ underway and olber
comaunities would be well advised 1o take heed,

Cascadin rueamuparacs the staies o7 QOrogon, Washington,
ldabo, Montana, Alaska, and the Canacian Provinces of
Alberta and Britieh Columbia, The aea is home to 17,2
million people who produce a Gross Domestic Product
(GDP} of 8350 billion, Cascadia's Madn Streer is the 1.5
corridar which stretches from Eggene, Otegon 10 Vancouvet,
British Columbia, )

Cascadia iy a project of Seattle’s Discovery Instune. It
is co-chaired by Mayor Ruth Bascom of Bugene, Oregen and
Mayor Bob Boss of Surry, B.C. Bruce Agnew is tho Pioject
Director. State Senator Alan Bluechel, who i3 also President
of the North West Economic Rogion, seea Cascadia as "our
reglonal version of the Economic  Regi

luechel’s arganization iz o jtten by afl fve states and
botr Canadian provinces ang works only on economie
development issues, They promote Cascadia as “the (wo-
nafion vacation.” Internaticnal touriam is & major economic
focus. - The project hus secured a comunitment of $2.7
millicn from Washington Stste (0 maich & fedend geast, 4na
is working to get B.C. o contribute $20 millicn.

Frogect Director Agoew 1s focusing on & velopleg cross-
borrder grass 00ts suppoct for & high speed rail system trom
EBugenc 10 Vancouver "witich would also inoorporate freight
mobility issues,” according to the Puger Sound Busingss
Journal. Interactingly, Agnew's vision of & fail system
sounds very much fike the system described by the
Department of Housin Pevelo in 1ty report
to Habitat 1. $ report goss on 10 say: " We will see gl
seitiemenss linked up by exiensive bike, recreation and agro-
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Cascadia:

Bioregion in the making?

Joresiy “E-ways’.” Miny of the Cageadia projgect activites
are  consisient  with -@_s vision of “ssstainnble
communites,”

Why net? Willism 1. Ruckelshaus is & member of the
Bud of Dirsctors of the mecovuy Institute that employs
Bruce Agoew. Ruckelshaus is also s member of the

d«m s Council on Sitmipable Develocment (POSDY, .

repost provided more then 150 specific

remmmcmaﬂms HUD's report Is based
antirely upen the PCSD rwmm% is seen

by some participants 10 be & cooperative effoet 0 promote
sconomic development.  Otxvys 568 It as 4 collaborarve
process 10 lanit and control econamic development while
e Sreanon of & Biurwgdou,

¢ University sociology peotessor, David MoClusky,
who the Dwedia describes 2a the ‘unofflcial Mayor of
Cascadia,’ says Cascadia represenits s deep yearning w find
& home place here in this vaglon. The strictly husiness
approach could be fatal, The fear is that the LS elite will
Anminate the region and that wish the free trade agreemenss,
our regional ellte are using Cascadia as a marketing device
10 COVEr up their tokeover of the reglon, [f business interests
keep hijacking the wonderful concept of Carcadia, they will
&F " MeClusky ts not the only vag concerned about how
Cascadia 14 being deveioped,

In his 1990 book, Confessions of an Eco-Warrior, Dave
Foreman identificd ¥ specific oreas, cmwahug more than
29.7 million gores, in the Cmcadia region - thut bo said
sivould & In 1952 ibe Chenier
Ecosystém Ailiance st up shup in Cregon and quictly began
to identily, caialog, inventory, and wap natural resources t6
provide tie dua necessury to Support fropozals o creats
new wildemness arvas and Hoit or preveut resouses uss
within the region, Dr. Reed P, Noss is on the Advisory
Board of the Greater Ecosystém Alilance, Noss is the author
Of the Wihdiznds Projest, wid a member of its Board of
Directors, which s chaired by Dave Foreman,
Wildiands

Global Riodiversity Assessment. us he model 10 b followed
{0 develop a "systetn of protectad arcas” a8 mquxzby

Article § of e Convention on Biglogical Div
I 1993, Bl Clinton urﬁ two  Ecosysiem

Manegement Studies: the Bastside, and Upper Columnbia
River Basin (UCREB) BIS (Environtiental Impact Swicincaty,
‘These studics cover portions of four of the Ave Cascadia
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ct hag been idmtifted by MW
nvironment Program w in itg recend publication,
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proposed Bioregion which would ﬁ%fmmm‘
? j Like Reed Nosz. the Sietra Club considers

3 10 be of little en DGty of

the bate slopes up wit (he coast have been

/ replanted. These plantations frequensly fatl. but ...the young
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Jwnos F. Rathoun, 1 tanmer Supervisor foe e U.ﬁ.
Roresi Scrvice, bas been following the DrOject Kince s
inception. In # letter to tie UCRB E1S Team Lendos, Steve
Mewjey, Rahibun smdt "F have beea invebeed with Forest
Service  ploming  for 33 Nears either 4y a
supenisar/planner, or ds u reviewer and commenier. H:qw
never seen planning conducted as the Forest Service is doing
it todkty in the UCRD. Chigf Thomas is fomous fur Iniz faxt-
frack-to-heli-with-the-pablic,-the-Foresi-Service,~real
selence,-the-facts.-and-the-law performance and antiude,
with respect in planning, I'm sorry to see that so many. of
whiat ! thonght to bz, dedirared and professional people, are
following Ais lead.” Rathbun us concluded that be
neemerpicce” for die Upper Columbly River Basin Projent is
essentially tie Wildlands Project. Litile wonder. Reed INo&s
was seiecked by the Deparunent of Interior Lo conduet 2
natiot-wide survey of eniangered ecosyswins. Hig report
finds tat in the Pacific Narthwest (Cascade Mountains and
westwird) ecosysisms eve exporiened the fotlowing lossss:
83-00% 1083 of ald-growth farests in Douglas fin of

pial tomporate radnforeats: 92-08% loss of old.growih
pondarosa pise forests; 99 5% loss of natlwe grassluds snd
oak savannas; 95.9 of nmtive peaitie; 35% loss of
mashlands in Bay wea; 70% low of mushisnds in
Puget Sound; and loss of weilands, With such
widespread environmental devastation reposied &s the official
teport of the Departmetic of lnterior, e federsl govertiment

m_iuﬁuw% One could wonder, though, why
such enviroumensal asaton woulg provids such an
afiractive toucia destination to the promnoters of Caseadia?

The ,&M&&?mu Cascodia, In ite 1004
special sdition of Sierra, which redrew the map of Nords
Americs inn 21 Bioregions, Cascadia is only 2 part of theie

Dougias firs have taken hold, and evenuaily whey'tl grow
imto some poor wersion of a forest « gemeticaily
homogeneas, biologically sparse, dull 10 1Ae eve and limited
-'m use.” The Slerms Ctub's oublished spenda for the
. Riorogion includes: perinanent prowction for the remalning
ancisnt foresty; establishrsent of wew wildernoss arens;

, protection of all remainiag {res-flowing rivers; resioration of
7 alt wild salmon and sseelbead runs; remowe toxic thinats o
urban  commumities and provent new  coniuninado;

WL%WMMM water piricing
and policies; a all oif and gas leasing along the entire
Pocific Coast. Dave Foreman is alsa o member of the Boid
of Direstors of the Sierru Club,
Cascadia is home 10 2 number o most of which
agpoyse shnilar vislons of & Bioregion reslorad 10 1 pre-
setiloment cosditons. Tik Qrepen Nutwrad Resour
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Council, ol by andy Kem ia anc of the mare frrmidable
N to he deull with by the Coscadia sconomi
ﬁ—amn ierens.  Kere says: “We've lost low much
wildemess, We et nat only conserve vwery acre tha

remains. 5w resiove muck that was lost,” Sixty pereoy Lol
egon s airendy publicty ow o7 says ‘dnother 0%
of Urigon needy 10 oe pablic and wild again™ Rer 71;& »
g 1 way/uid
be decreased by

- r~

¢

wwo-titirds of Oregon’s ponutation shou Hﬂ“) -
go ould

that consuntpion of in

75%, Kerr's group relies on cigzan acdvism and tisigation
w achieve iis objectives. His group recsived 8 portion of the
$1.003,512 federal paymen of aisorey foes awarded by
U.S. Distrlet Judge. Heler J. Frye, in pecent spotied owl
lingation,

Cascadia is also homs W 10 less than nine Bioiphere
Rastives, These aroas are & part of_!r.mﬁeau world-wide
Biosphere Reserve Program which 15 designated to be the
“ewniag lsborstories’ for the crestion of susiainable
comunities within protecied  ecosystems.  Bicaphere
Reserves foom he nucieus of the system of prowcted ateas
deseribed in the Wilkdlands Project.  Thase meas are
eventually 1o b connected by comidors of wilderness and
swrounded by buffer zones umder the maagement of
pubiic/poivate gavernment) pastnerships.

The process of converting Cascadia indw 8 Bloregion is
sute 0 bt tunuliuous and the ouicome i by DO means
certaim, Peropps the wmowt crocial ftor in the oventual
outeome is ths «resifon and suecess of “stakeholder counclis®
which is the mechanism bty which apth and

. " ¢ a0 - el ad] A
ave Foreman describe $ factor is 50 imponant in
i onok: T can rave for Aokrs abowt the ﬁiw and ﬁ)
stupidity of members of C their inierest in ﬂ) i
things naural, and the control industrial corporations have sy
over them, But Congress is a shining beacon of ecologien ’F'
enligitenmens when compared 1o most state legisiatures o gol¥ 7
worse yel, #0 o riral county commission,” ‘The President’s oy
Council on Sustainable Development may be less MA
cokwfol, but shares Foraman's altitude i thei "Welm.p
Staement” nurnber 8: "We need a new collaborative decision ﬁ’:
process thar teady w beter decisions: more capid change:
and more sensidle use gf human, nawral, and fincacial (
resources in ashicving our goals.”

Ax thig new collabaeative decision process is fonnulaied
throughout the various communities in Cuscadia. rogiona!

ccuncils will be organized to address multcounty and muki-
stnee issues, and finalty
all th

W

o Iversity Assessment, and it is the process which - !‘

uwided Commission on ¢S GLOECta (0 draw 16
Lk (O gmiact 0 rusieeship Council Ql
and the Assembly of e |1 lg i mm 1A f
1 tonscusla,m a—_ﬁq—*_—’l
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