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By mAN'Ns MANN .
I‘Imes-ﬂarald Staft Wrﬁar AR

niission has clmmed jurisdiction

ovar the land, sivge the area i now

under - "wWater and therefore con-
sidered coastal waters.

White Sioigh: is also. under the
Corps }urxsdwﬂon because it con-
sists of diked-bay lands.

Resentment of those agencies’
authority in'ilis area, tn part, led the
vouncil majority to support rebuiid-
ny the: leves, which would restore
varts of the area to its former dry-
and condition,

The council’s -decision, whith
mity Councilworman Barbara Kon-
ivlis digeenting, ruled out allowing
he area.to.remain under water and
ompensating the property owners

Q- Sid Berry before
o the lbvew. - -
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Va‘\llew Clty Cgunc:l wants

,sw re . just. bendirg
givnal apedcies,

T cdn't bring

. how a regionsl goyerl

way pmper*v fi

“There's very - -1
)ewee will ever B

ahder new. Corp gulations,

Merideth recommended the
" council agree to bizy out the proper- ©
. Iy owners, an action by
probably speed ip the plansied . r

whick would

widcning of Houte 7.

Unce BCDC. the Corps and the -

state Departrment of Transportation

agree on how to proceed with the -

area, Route 37 improvements eould
xu abead. A city effort, to rebuild the
levee will probably delay that
agreemaent, Merideth said,

“The only issue «left if the levee
isn't rebuflt would pei is determin-
ing the value of the land,” which
wouid probably require lengthy ne-
Kotiations, Meriduth said.

Uifficuities of determinipg the
vilue of the flaoded Jaad ave what
Vice Mayvor Bob Keith said makes
rebuilding the levee the best option.

‘How can you give 8 value on a
piece of property that's under water
.. We would be' putting an economic

chets o

. theré and

ﬁepréasxon on’ ihe propert y owners.

Keteh aaid agreeing with Betty that
‘tired  of getting snoved
around” by reglenat agancies like
S BULE and the Corpsy

‘There's one simple answer (o

levee, she said;

City elforts to maintain the leves
“would leave (property ownets wind
area resideats) in Yimbo for years™
while the city and other agencies try
1o resolve their differences, she
said.

The cCity’s Gewsion Wil now be

" sent to the Corps, which will initiate

i secohd-phase sudy of the orca.
BOCDC probabdbly won't take further
action or maintaining ity White
stough jurisdiction until more in-
formation is avhilable, Merrideth
todd the council. . -

Before the vote, Councilman
Tony Intintoli alse rnmmented. *1
hope the property owners know they
wil} have to pay most of the cost’’ of
repairing the levee,
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this. We' doa't need any thousand-
" dollar report We should get out
the levee dud we
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