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July 1, 1998

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 9th Street, Room 252-34
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Comments Related to the CALFED Bay-Delta Program

Attention: EIS/EIR Comments

The CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS@ (CAR), CALIFORNIA
BUILDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (CBIA), and CALIFORNIA BUSINESS
PROPERTIES ASSOCIATION (CBPA), have reviewed the draft Programmatic
environmental impact statement/environmental impact report on the CALFED Bay-Delta
Program. As a result, we submit the following comments.

Our organizations are extremely aware of the importance of resolving the many issues
surrounding the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary. At the same
time, we recognize the importance of improving the state’s water infrastructure system and
increasing the amount of water available for the environment, agriculture and the state’s
ever-increasing population. We believe it is essential that the preferred alternative address
such important issues as flood control, habitat preservation, and agricultural irrigation
needs. Similarly, and perhaps more importantly, increasing California’s water supply to
adequately meet the needs of a growing population is imperative.

CAR, CBIA, and CBPA fully support the efforts of CALFED in pursuing these related
objectives and reaffirm our support for development of a program that encompasses broad
stakeholder consensus in order to address the many complicated issues surrounding the
Bay-Delta for the long-term. We also believe it is critically important for CALFED to
identify and begin development of a preferred alternative by the end of the year. In
addition, the development of institutional and legal assurances are also vitally important to
the success of the program.

We believe CALFED must continue to take a balanced approach toward resolving the
problems of the Bay-Delta, incentives for sound resource management, water conservation,
water recycling, surface and groundwater storage, improved conveyance of the resource
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and the incorporation of marketplace principles for the greatest resource utilization. We
strongly believe that such a balanced approach should provide for near-term water supply
and water quality improvements to match the expected benefits for the ecosystem and
common programs.

Our organizations remain committed to being actively involved in the CALFED process
and plan to submit comments on the preferred alternative contained in the revised draft
Programmatic EIS/EIR.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the draft Programmatic, EIS/EIR and look
forward to working with CALFED in the future.

Sincerely,

Eileen Reynolds Clifford H. Moriyama
CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION CALIFORNIA BUILDING INDUSTRY
REALTORS@ AS SOCIATION

Rex S. Hime
CALIFORNIA BUSINESS PROPERTIES
AS S O CIATION
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