L T I
R R T I
L e IR AR )

e

Volume XVI, Number 6

Published by the Peace & ]ustzce Network since 1986

July 1998

§J General Interwew with Bill ]enmngs

merger
marches on

Ron Bernasconi

On May 26, 1998, Supervisors

" Barber, Simas and Cabral allocated
up to a half a million dollars to pay

‘the two law firms who will
facilitate the merger of County
Health Care Sérvices. The decision
comes only two weeks after these’
same three Supervisors ignored the
anti-merger pleas of every speaker
at a standing room only Public
Hearing. At that meeting, the Board
advanced the merger of our County
Health Care Services by approving
the issuance of Requests for
Proposals '

As to this latest decision, there

were no prior’public hearings
regarding the Background of these

two law firms nor the reed to

approve such a large expenditure
on a possibly unattractive merger.
In essence, once so much money is
spent on this process, it will
become politically difficult to not
merge, even if the proposals from
the various Hospital Chains are less
than ideal.

Fixing the game

Last year the
Committee issued a list of the so
called "Public Private Partnership
Consultants," which they were

considering. The composition of
the list was quite telling, since most

‘of these consultants were actually

law and accounting firms that

Steering

CalFEd process WI" dEStI‘OV
Delta water forever

[Editoi"s note: Bili Jerinings of

DeltaKeeper knows and under-

) stands much of what is happening

out on the legacy thatis our Delta.

In the following discussion with

John Morearty, he details how the
processes that have brought our

‘waters to their current polluted 4
state are determined to finish the
job through a process called

CalFed. More 'talking points are
included on pages 10 & 11. The
public comment period ends on

is one of the most degraded
polluted basins in the nation.

Native species of fish and

invertebrates are holding their own -

in the upstream areas, but down-
stream, the estuary and the lower
rivers have become domlnated by
exotics, by introduced species.

The river systems in California

“have been used as a convenient

sewer by agriculture, by mumclpal- N

ities and by industry.

John Morearty: Where dld }

Calfed come frem?

BJ: They had a long series of

- e hearmgs before the State Water

July 1; read and act!] B}

Bill Jennmg5° The San Joaqum
Delta is one of the most marvelous
estuaries on the continent; there’s

-an incredible diversity of wildlife

and aquatic life—a cornucopia.

It’s severely dégraded—an
identified “impaired water body”

. because of mercury, selenium,

pest1c1des All the major rivers

tributary to the Delta are-

impaired—the Sacramento, San

.

Board in the last three or fouryears, *

- . and nobody was happy with the

results, but we could probably have
all lived with it. But agrlcultural

- interests downstate screamed at the
governor, and he ordered the state

water board to pull it back and kill

JM: Who are these downstate
water interests”

“Calfed is made up of federal

. agencies—the Bureau of Reclama-

BJ: The corporate water barons _
of Kern County and Tulare County,

Fresno, Kings County, Westlands. -

- tion, National Marine Fisheries, US
. Fish and Wildlife Service, US
; Geological Survey, US Environ-

Joaquin, Mokelumne; and most of - Tenneco, Chevron, J.G. Boswell.... . mental Protection Agency; and then

the tributaries to the tributaries,

whether the American, the Yuba,

the Merced, the Stanislaus, the

The decision was withdrawn, but
the Delta was clearly.out of compli-

. ance with the Clean Water Act, and

.on the California side you’ve got -

California Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and the agencies under

Tuolumne, the Kings; and most of " the environmental organizations' thatlike the State Water Board and

the tributaries to them, where we
have data; which is why the U.S. .
Geological Survey, in the National

* Water Quality Assessment, which

is being conducted nationwide,

- over a decade, concluded that this

clearly indicated to the EPA that-
they were prepared to take legal
action, and so EPA leaned on the:
state, and so out of this process, this »
turmoil came Calfed—ostens1bly
to fix the Delta

the Regional Water Board, and
you’ve got the Dépt. of Fish and
Game, and the Dept. of Water
Resources, so it’s all the agenc:es
. make up Calfed.

= " Bill Jennings

and frankly it’s an avalanche rolling
downstream; the governor wants
this to be the crown feather in his
administration, and in fact, he and
U.S. Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt reached an agreement to
have a preferred alternative by the
end of the year. And that’s what
driving this rush to justice, so fo
speak, this haste that has some
enormous implications.

There are three primary

alternatives with varjations, a total .
of about 12; from essentially no.-

action with minor improvements to

(contiriued on page 3) ﬁ And so they started a process, (continued on page 4)
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Editor’s note

Water, water evervwhere

Bruce Giudici

Water is the focus of this issue
because, right now, long term water

planning decisions are being made .

that will affect our valley forever.

At this point of civilized
discussion, one would expect that
the environment would be at the

_ forefront of these decisions. Sadly,

up to this point, it hasn't been so.
In a world where market values are
becoming the only values, basic
commodities such as water (health
care being another) are bid upon by
those with the ability to pay. And
S0, at this water bargaining table,
we now find the farmer and the
urban user discussing a process
called CALFED. As Bill Jennings
points out, many of the tough
choices that would hurt either of
these two groups have been taken

Tall tales

Norman Solomon/
Creators Syndicate

When I was a child, tall tales
seemed wonderful. I liked to read
about Paul Bunyan and his huge ox,
tromping around in the wilds and
creating niatural wonders like the

- Great Lakes. But these days, there’s

nothing fun or charming about tall
tales written for adults under the
guise of journalism.

Consider a couple of big news
stories — nuclear testing in India
and upheaval in Indonesia.
Evidently, judging from the recent
coverage, the media establishment
finds it very easy to report that the
CIA was incompetent but very
difficult to mention that the agency
was involved in evil deeds.

As soon as news broke about the
Indian nuclear tests, the Central
Intelligence Agency proclaimed
that it had been taken by surprise.
Media outlets quickly treated the

- claim as a statement of fact. From

there, politicians and pundits went
on and on, skewering the CIA for
failure to anticipate the test
explosions.

The only trouble with the CIA’s
mea culpa was its absurdity. India’s
ruling Hindu nationalist party
gained power this year after

off the table. We ﬁnd that water
conservation and taking marginal
lands out of production are not
feasible, yet a new Peripheral Canal
is. | C e e
Informed public opinion is vital:
the public comment period on the
CALFED process ends on July 1,
1998. So, please read some articles
NOW and write a letter to:
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155

Sacrémento, CA 95814
Attn: Mt. Rick Breitenbach

Issues of the Test Ban Treaty,
arms sales to Indonesia and the
interhational ban on landmines also
need your input. Contact your
Congressperson (bought and paid
for, I know—see pages 10 & 11)
and make them represent you!Ina
democracy, you use it or lose it.

CECII BOIIZO 1930-1998

Cecnl Bonzo, farmer, organizer
and humanitarian, passed away at
home on May 31. Cecil's work on
behalf of the dispossessed was
tireless, an inspiration to any who
were lucky enough to have worked
with him. His work with foster
children and refugees of all

' nationalities betrayed a humanity

not found in many individuals these
days. And yet, most people knew

Cecil Bonzo

him as a farmer.

Cecil started farming by growing
onions, carrots and tomatoeson 10
acres of land purchased in Lathrop
in 1953. In 1979, he met with Mack
Warner of the American Priends
Service Committee and became
involved in founding the Stockton
Certified Farmers' Market and the
San Francisco Heart of the City
Farmers Market. As a very active
member of the Rural Economic
Alternatives Project, Land
Utilization Alliance, CA Alliance of
Family Farmers and the California
and National Direct Marketing
Conference, the Emergency Food
Bank's Jubilee Farm and the SJ
County Juvenile Delinquent Farm
Project, Cecil was at the center of
progressive activity standing in
defense of small farmers.

This listing of organization
names, while impressive, pales in
significance to the impact Cecil had
on the lives he touched. His place
at the table will be sorely missed.

beyond belief: media-babble

campaigning on a ﬁléffbrm' that -

called for the country to reassess
its nuclear arms options. Many
independent observers were
expecting atomic tests. '

India’s nuclear testing caught the

. CIA flat-footed. The tall tale has

been helpful for an array of

-agendas. ’

The CIA and its boosters can

But we're supposed to believe : claim that the agency needs more
that the CIA — an agency with a funds to do a better job. Opponents
multibillion-dollar budget, access | of a‘comprehensive test ban treaty
to the world’s most precise spy . can claim that adherence to such a
satellites and agents in every corner '."pact is not verifiable. And the
of the globe — was in the dark until  Clinton administration can claim
the New Delhi government made | that it failed to take action to
the announcement. } dlscourage the Indian tests because
it didn’t know they were in the

All in all, it’s about as plaus1ble
ofﬁng

as tracing the origins of Lake _ : -
Superior to the activities of Paul Meanwhxle, coverage of the
Bunyan and his ox Babe, crms in Indonesia has often been
Three days before the ground Orwelhan For instance, dozens of
shook at the Indian test site, a small ‘N ew York Times articles detoured
around mconvement history. On
Sikh separatists in Canada - - May 16, the newspaper’s front page
explained that “preparations foran Teferred to “mass killings of 32
Indian nuclear test has been further Y¢S 250, when Mr. Suharto took
confirmed by our sources in India.” _ PoWer from the country’s founding
The periodical, Charhdi Kala | President, Sukarno. At that time, as
International, said that its sources, * [any as half a million people died
“who so far have never been wrong inan anti-Communist purge.”
having millions of pairs of eyesand = The next day, another prominent
ears fixed to the ground,” were :Times story recalled that “hundreds
reporting “all kinds of feverish “of thousands were killed in the
nighttime activities” at India’s test turmoil of the last political transi-
site in Rajasthan state, ~ tion, as Mr. Suharto presided over
e a hunt for leftists around the coun-
try and consolidated his power.”

Actually, the CIA and other

newsletter published May 7 by .

The most powerful political
factions in Washington have no
desire to challenge the yam that

accessories of American foreign
policy played key roles in the
camage that took the lives of a half-
million Indonesians during the
“turmoil” of the mid-1960s. Along
the way, the U.S. government sup-
plied a list of 5,000 leftists to
Indonesia’s military, fingering
them for assassination. Washington
also supported Suharto throughout
his subsequent brutalities, includ-
ing the slaughter of 200,000 people

'in East Timor by Indonesian army

occuplers

Now, after Suharto’s res1gnat10n,
we still cannot understand what’s
happening without _truthful
accounts of the past.

Some tall tales are told with a
flourish, some with careful silen-
ces. But whatever the style, they
should not be confused with
Jjournalism,

Norman Solomon writes for the

Creators

Syndicate;
mediabeat@igc.apc.org
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Peace & Justice Network
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Chalrperson: Reid Cemey

Vice-Chairperson: John Morearty

Treasurer: Bruce Giudic!

Secretary & Coordinator: Suzanne
Grilf

Ecumenical Commission for the

Stockton Diocese: Judith Laughner

Human Rights Task Force: Gayle
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Reld Cemey
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United Nations Association: Lany
Pippin

Members-at-large: Reid Cemey,
Terry Cope, Max Goodhart, John
Morearly, Don Nuccio

Emeritus: Wilbur Hubbell

& The Peace and Justice
Network is a nonpraofit
educational organization
committed to the vision of a
world in which the equality of
all persons is achieved, basic
needs are met, conflict is
resolved nonviolently, and the
earth's resources are shared
responsibly for the well-being of
all her inhabitants and all

Juture generatiohs. »

2 July 1998 Connections  *

Nfﬂ-‘ﬂw .
i

Ct ke T
AR ASUAIICE
"\!\s.-

C—013998

Al

C-013998



............

]

SJ General (continued from front page)

specialized in mergers and
acquisitions.

More importantly, many of the
proposed consultants had worked
for the potential merger partners in
the recent past. Perhaps this is why
the Steering Committee did not
disclose the names of the law firms
being considered prior to their
approval at a public meeting.
Unfortunately this type of
maneuvering has not been limited
to the stacking of the consultants /
attorneys deck.

Real concerns
unaddressed

All the while, thé Steering
Committee has failed to address
any of the concerns regarding
mergers and restructuring at other
Hospitals, which were raised at

‘numerous Public Hearings dating

back to February of 1997.

These concerns included
excessive executive pay financed

by cutting hospital staffing levéls

_another instance, 7
. Committee Member and County
. Counsel, Terry

(negatively impacting the quality of
patient care) and two recent bad
mergers—that of Marin General
with Sutter/CHS and of Sequoia
Hospital with Catholic HealthCare
West in Redwood City.

In an effort to justify the un-
justifiable, duplicity has become
the norm. In one case, County
Health Care Services Director,
Michael  Smith, initially
championed the merger because of
County Hospital's poor financial
condition. When confronted with

- the reality that San Joaquin

General's financial outlook has
improved, Mr. Smith simply
changes his tune and says that, "we
need to merge now while our sti'png
financial condition is attractive to
potential merger partners.” In
Steering

Dermody,
dismissed antitrust concerns raised
by merger opponents back in 1997.
Now, antitrust issues are being
advanced by Mr. Dermody to

Listen Up Congress

~ such plans are, with increasing -

_ Advisory Commission

Patient protections
under managed care

Increasing numbers of people in
the U.S. are now receiving their
health care through a managed care
plan (HMO or PPO). These plans
achieve cost savings, in part, by
regulating patient access to
specialists and specialty services.
Patients and families enrolled in

frequency, reporting unreasonable
barriers to getting necessary health
care approved from their plans. In
response to these reports, President
Clinton last year appointed an
on
Consumer Protection and Quality
in the Health Care Industry. Six
months ago, the commission
recommended the adoption of a
Patients' Bill of Rights.

Two bills which address
protections for patients in managed
care plans: the Patients' Bill of
Rights Act (HR 3605/S 1890) and
the Patients' Access to Responsible

Care Act (HR 1415/S 644) have
been introduced in Congress. The

* large number. of cosponsors on

these bills demonstrates that there
is true bipartisan support in
Congress for patient protection
legislation. Numerous surveys have
repeatedly documented the over-
whelming support of voters for
such legislation. Nonetheless, con-
gressional leaders in both houses
have stalled action on these bills.

Action: Please contact your
representative and senators.
Express your support for genuine
managed care patient protection
legislation. Ask them to urge the
House and Senate leadership to
schedule quickly a full and fair
debate on such legislation. Urge
your members not to accept
watered-down legislation.

Source: FCNL 6/4/98 action alert, 245

2nd Street NE, Washington D.C. 20002
http:/fwww.fenl.org/publfent

Hospital worker's

justify the need to pay law firms a
half a million dollars.

Our future

Tired of being misled and
ignored for more than a year, the
-Community Health Care Coalition
issued a Request to Copy and
inspect Public Records under the
California Public Records Act on
June 16, 1998, and the San Joaquin
Public Employees Association has

re-instituted its Initiative to require

a vote of San Joaquin County
residents to approve any closure,
sale, lease or merger.

As we zero in on a specific
merger partner, you can count on
Connections to provide expansive
exposés. In the interim, please see
the letter to the right entitled

. "Hospital Workers' Burden,” which
was given to our Supervisors
shortly after it appeared in the San
Francisco Chronicle in January of
1997.

If you would like to help protect
the quality and affordabilty of our
County health care services please

. call the SJPEA at 209-466-0985 or
the Commuhity Health Care
Coalition at 209-467-7311.

when. Phone(s)

burden

To the editor (San Francisco
Chronicle)

It was ironic for hospital workers
at Sequoia Hospital in Redwood
City toread in your story, "Hospital
Labor Deal With Twiist,”
(Chronicle, November 28) that
Catholic Healthcare West is
faunching a "new era of labor
peace," that they don't want an
"adversarial relationship with their
unions" and that this "friendlier
philosophy” is expected to prevail
“"throughout the CHW system."

At Sequoia Hospital, which was
recently joined in a partnership
with CHW, more than 650 hospital
workers represented by the
American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees
(AFSCME), are facing CHW
proposals for outrageous wage cuts
as high as 11 percent and serious
reductions in retirement benefits.

In recent years, AFSCME's
workers at Sequoia have taken on

- expanded job functions and
{ increased responsibilities without
* corresponding raises in salary. But

in recognition of recent financial
difficulties faced by the community
hospital, AFSCME was fully

" prepared to sign a contract without

wage increases the first year and an

We Welcome VOLUNTEERS with Open Arms

You can help Connections newspaper bring truth, justice and peace to more of our friends
and neighbors. It takes ideas, talent, time and money to produce this alternative source of
information for concerned citizens like yourself.

Your feedback and‘support tell us Connections is meeting many of your needs for an
open-minded community forum on local and far-flung issues. But friends, we need each
other. Decide now how you can help.

(3 1 will distribute bundles of Connections for an hour 10 times a year.

O 1 will help with special events such as Earth Day Festival in April, Fall Youth Conference,
Peaceful Holiday Gift Fair, etc. Staff a booth, set-up, clean-up, make new friends.

(3 1 will subscribe to Connections for one year @ $35. O Check enclosed.

3 | want to attend a PJN board meeting to learn more. Please call and tell me where &

increase of only 2 percent for the
second year.

~ CHW knew of the hospital's
financial problems when it began
its bid to become an operating
partner and pledged to honor
existing wage agreements.
Believing the nonprofit CHW's
stated intent to repay the
community for its support, our
union worked hard to help Sequoia
“win its bidding competition with
the notorious for-profit Columbia/
HCA Corporation. It repaid our
support with outrageous demands
for unprecedented wage cuts and
benefit reductions.

CHW says in its mission state-
ment that it wishes to "contribute
to acaring environment, to promote
justice and to affirm the dignity of
each person."” But none of that is
evident in the heartless treatment
CHW is showing the longtime
“health care workers at Sequoia
Hospital. If The Chronicle is going
to repeat CHW's marketing
propaganda about how they want a
positive relationship with their
unions, your reporters should also
report on how our union workers
are being treated at Sequoia.

Sharon Macleavey, AFSCME
Business Agent

(3 1 have some other ideas to share. Please call me at

O Im interested in advertising in Connections. Please call me at

Comments
Name ,__ Day Phone Night Phone
Address _ City/State Zip
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Please clip & mail to Connections, PO Box 4123, Stockton CA 95204, 467-4455.
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Technical Writing/Design/Web Sites

InfoWright

PO Box 4181

Stockton 95204

(209) 462-5801

e-mail: (litman@igc.apc.org

Henry Paine Camera Repair

An owner-operated shop. Ywmuﬁm

147 E. Alpine, Stockton, 95204
(209) 942-2821—open M-F, 1:00-6:00 pm

FREE ESTIMATES

Open 6:00 am £010:00 pm weekdays,
8:00 am fo midnight weekends
§  Open Every Day!
8 Stockton's literary tradition since 1939, newly -
, apaxkdfwﬂwﬂm&fustamfmy.

" Valley Brewmg Co.’s new
Tavern Room banquet
facility fits any occasion...

Graduation Parties * Rehearsal Dinners «
Showers » Birthdays * Anniversaries

ca l FEd {continued from fronl.: page)

amajor action with broadening the
channels, like the Mokelumne,
facilitating the water south, barriers
to Old River. There are common
elements to all the plans, like the
water quality component, the
restoration component, but the

most confroversial alternative is

Alternative 3, which included a
peripheral canal. All of them
include increased storage, up to 23
new dams. What started out as an
effort to fix the Delta has
metamorphosed into an effort to

'| ensure the security of Southern

California water supplies and
actually to increase the export of
water south.

JM: What would be the
proportion of water that goestoLA
as compared to the farms in the
southern San Jeaquin Valley?

BJ: It’s not appreciable. Only 14-
15% of the water shipped south
actually goes over the Tehachapis,
and so P’ve never felt that LA was
the problem, and in any case the
Southern California urban areas
have the wherewithal to introduce
conservation efforts. The real

roblem is the millions of acre feet
t are irrigating 1) Iands in the
desert to grow cotton and corn and

| rice and alfalfa, and 2) the

selenium-laced soils of Westlands

, i on the west side of the valley.

JM When you say the desert
you mean the west side of the

BJ: Well, when you get into Kemn
county, youw’re getting into desert.
Tulare County, that’s very low
rainfall there. That area exists as an
agricultural community by grace of
subsidized water. And of course the
selenium-laced soils of Westlands
end up poisoning the Delta because
the return waters are so hlgh in
selenium and salts.

JM: Ali three of the plans would
not alter that?

BJ: Absolutely not. That’s off the
table. When things started out... this
was set up as a three-part process,
Calfed. You had environmental
interests represented, you had
agricultural interests represented,
and you had wrban interests
represented. And what essentially
happened, what initially the
environmentalists set forth, is that
we need
supply side but on the demand side,
we needed ¢ t conservation.,
That’s mandatory agricultural
conservation, that’s mandatory -
water-efficient appliances, that’s
mandatqugs like_
that, and also mandatory retirement '
of these margmal lands that are l
literally poisoning the Delta. And, |
also, that it needed to look at flows
from Friant Dam, which diverts
about 98% of the average upper-
basin runoff of the San Joaquin

‘ River to agriculture, and so you’ve

got a dry riverbed for much below
that, until the agricultural return

southern ST valley? . . .
. waters give some life to the river.
Alemative , ‘
Storage and Conveyance Features Yasiable Program Elements
Ugto 28 MAF

15808 cfs
Fisk Screens |
ani Pumg
- Station i
Uste 28 lAF
X Oft-Aqueduct
Storage
i

Conlrol Barrier

Upto 508 TAF
Surface Storage
Unto 508 TAF
Groundwaler
Storage

So anyway, conservation and
retirement were originally on the
table, but because of the pressure
of agricultural interests, that’s for
all intents and purposes not on the
table any more. And the tragedy is
that if this state could become 10-
15% —

JM: Who made that decision? to
fake that off the table?

BJ: It just wasn’t there all of a
sudden. Calfed is not a democracy,
Calfed is not a formal process
which people vote for—it’s not a

board, it’s a group that gets together

and talks. No one knows how the
decision-making process occuss in
Calfed. It’s just an amorphous—
Lester Snow is the head of it, and
how decisions aré made is
something of a mystery. So there’s
no clear accountability there.

not only on the {

The problem is that if California
can become perhaps 15% more
water efficient, then we don’t have
a water problem in Califorpia,
ere's enough water for the
aquatic ecosystems, there’s enough
3 water for reasonable growth. But
agriculture, which uses 80-85% of
the Wwater, has said, and the Calfed
documents reiterate this, that they
can only become 1% more
efficient. And where cities have
shown enormous efficiency
increases, agriculture has just said,
G‘NO.!’

That’s the problem. and that goes
back to the concept af water
rights...

JM: Didn’t we have a ballot
measure a few years ago that would
have rewarded farmers for
installing more water-efficient
irrigation systems. It was defeated.
Why? the farmers would have been
rewarded for doing that.

BJ: Because that’s the way it’s
always been, and there’s a
resistance and an inertia against
change.

JM: Were the farms groups

_against it?

BJ: I don’t know that they
actually supported it.

BJ: Every major re-plumbing
project in the Delta over the last
five decades has made things
worse, despite assurances to the
contrary. All of the EIRs, and they
would fill rooms, point up to benign
impacts, or to fully mitigated
impacts, and that’s not been the
case. They’ve all made it worse.
The Delta is an incredibly intricate,
complicated mechanism. Nature—
in our hubris, we think we
understand it, and we don’t.

JM: What re-plumbing projecis?

4 July 1998 Connections
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* Altemative 2
Storage and Conveyaice Featires . Yariable Program Elements
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BJ: The State Water Project. The  selenium.
Central Valley project, exporting
water south. The proposed Delta
Wetlands Project, a big plumbing
project; a lot of the redesign of
islands, a lot of the dredging. All
of these things have had a
cumulative effect, that have
brought the Delta to its knees.

What’s happening now is that it’s
coming down, it’s getting
channeled off at Old River and it’s
getting pumped south. If you send
that out to the Central Delta, the
cutrophic areas, the super-enriched

— nutrient areas, with a lot of algae,
then the algae chemically transform
There exists in the Delta no the selenium to a more bio-
comprehensive monitoring or available form of selenium, which
research project, comparable to is exactly what happened at
what San Francisco Estuary Kesterson, when the selenium
Institute is doing in SF Bay, where  waters went into the nutrient-rich
at a large number of sites they’re  waters of the wildlife refuge. You
analyzing annually, semi-annually, could create a nightmare out here.
quarterly in some cases the Andso we need to look at that, but
sediments, the water columns, the  we haven’t looked at that.

toxicity of the water, the Another example would be the
constituents. There are beginnings  yigening of some of the Delta
of this on the Sacramento River, b'ft channels like the Mokelumne river,
on the San Joaqum side, you don’t they’re talking about, to facilitate
have that. It’s like a black hole. In "¢ o cfor of water. The problem
fact T was over at EPA the day 0.0 s that there’s a lot of mercury
before yesterday, and their fisheries 3 (e sodiment. The USGS found
folks were talking about the black 3, oy pablo Bay that the deep
hole, because there’s so much We o qiment had three to five times
don’t know. more mercury than the top

Andsothislendsthe potential for  sediments. A major dredging
doing great harm, by not knowing project like that could have
what we’re doing, rushing into a horrendous implications in the
project. For example, the barriers  release and the increased bio-
at Old River, that are proposed, availability of mercury. You might
which would reduce the reverse not even be able to catch a fish in
flows in the San Joaquin River, the Delta. They want to pile all that
because the water wouldn’t get on the levees, they want to use this
sucked out of the San Joaquin River  fill material to enhance the levees.
and then into Old River and then That has enormous implications.
into Clifton Court Forebay andsent  The mercury runs off back into the
south. And this would send the SJ  water in a bio-available form for
River out into the Central Delta. uptake by fish, and fish bio-
The problem with that is that this accumulate this, and then people

water is all heavily polluted with eat this, and die.
JM: Minamata (the 1953

selenium, contaminated with

Japanese mercury poisoning of fish
which killed 17, disabled 23).

BJ: Another water quality
problem is the peripheral canal. If
you’ve already got a contaminated
estuary, and you divert much of the
fresh water that’s currently flowing
into it, how are you going to meet
water quality standards, certainly in
the South Delta? And 1don’t know
how you’re ever going to meet
them if you don’t turn the spigot
on at Friant, and get some more
flushing flows down the San
Joaguin.

Where Calfed has run aground
is under heavy pressure from
agricultural and urban interests,
that many of their options have
been foreciosed. And this is an
extremely important issue. To solve
California’s water problems, to fix
the Delta, is going to require
sacrifice on the part of virtually
everyone. And the only feasible
way to do that is to spread the pain,
50 that it’s not unreasonably harsh
on any one area of the state, or any
one group.

JM: What is it going to mean for
me as a householder in urban
Stockton, Manteca, Lodi?

BJ: Well, San Joaquin County
and Stockion are scapegoats.
Because of this failure to spread the
blame. And that was essentially
what was talked about at the Calfed
public hearing here in Stockton.
Because where they had the ability
to look at mandatory agricultural
conservation and mandatory
retirement of marginal lands, and
increased flows in the San Joaquin,
if those were enacted, we might not

have to export any more water

south. We might even be able to
reduce exports. And that is a viable
option. We won’t need 23 new
dams for increased storage. And
that has not been looked at in the

. Calfed process.

JM: Dams in which counties?

BJ: One of them would be 1o

raise Shasta. That’s a $3.8 billion
project, the most expensive water
project in history, and you know
reservoirs in droughts dry up; in the
last drought most of the reservoirs
were close to being empty. Auburn
Dam is another one, and south of
Delta dams like San Luis reservoir,
where they can pump the water like
hell and fill those dams, and use the
water when they choose.

Basically, you're talking abouta

ten billion dollar pork barrel.

JM: 85% of the benefit of which
goes to big ag in the south valley.

BJ: Right. What we’ve got is
South Valley agriculture using
subsidized water to grow subsi-
dized crops that in many instances
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require subsidized drainage of
contaminated waste-waters. And it
would institutionalize the
degradation of the Delta.

JM: And there’d be pork in it for
ten billion dollars worth of
construction workers. I'm talking
about who benefits here.

BJ: But the dollars are incidental

" compared to the water.

JM: Not to the voters. If the
construction workers get all these
jobs to pour concrete, then that’s a
benefit. So we can expect a lot of
lobbying in support of this
increased storage by all kinds of
construction inferests, right?
There’s jobs in it

. BJ: Uh-huh. But what’s driving
it is water. Believe me, the concern
over jobs is incidental, irrelevant to
the Calfed process. What's driving
it is that would perpetuate a system
of inefficient use of subsidized
waler to grow marginal crops on
marginal soils. They’ve got the
water, they don’t want to give itup.
That’s the bottom line. And they
don’t want to be told that they’ve
got to improve.

BJ: And who pays for this? that’s
another one of the fights in Caifed.
We’re saying that those who
directly benefit should pay for it,
and they’re trying to make the
general public, including the

-national taxpayer, pick up a big

chunk of this tab. So that certainly
will be an issue. This could be the

of the nation. Twelve billion
dollars, that’s a lot of money. And
given expected cost overruns, I'm
sure it’s going to be much larger
than that.

And it’s not addressing the real
problem of the decline of the Delta.
‘The water quality component of the
Calfed proposal is grievously
inadequate, because it doesn’t
contain the necessary research and
monitoring efforts. I mean, they’re
making an effort to develop a
monitoring plan, but we need to
understand the mass loading, the
spatial distribution, the transport
and synergistic effects of
contaminants in the estuary, and
their effect on biological life and
their effect on human health.

Human health is a major
concern. We just had a health
advisory put on the deep water
channel for dioxin and PCBs, and
studies will shortly get under way
on some tissue samples in south
delta that we funded, we sent
$75,000 to the SF Estuary Institute,
working with the Office of
Environmental Health Assessment
in Sacramento and the Central
Valley Regional Water Quality
Control Board to get some tissue
studies on catfish and bluegill and
carp and clams and these fish that
the fishing community commonly
consumes in extremely high
quantity. There’s a real human
health risk there, I think. It’s
scandalous to me, almost criminal

biggest public works project in a  that more hasn’t been done in this
concentrated location inthe history  area.
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Muéic, Sﬁo,ken word, and award-winning news
programs for National Public Radio
for your listening enrichment.
Discover a world of difference!- -
. For a complimentary program guide,
- call (209) 946-2582. .

\ The Woodshed

Where you can still find ¢, %

solid wood fumniture -

Between Park fo Oak Streets
Open Mon-Sat 105

L 630 N. Grant « Stockton + 462-8834
; Swing drough

t summer!

Our Valley Air

TV Channel 30
Wednesdays 9pm
Sundays 6:30 pm

3rd season DON NUCCIO

resources education
air, water, soil, quantity, quality issues

(209) 957-3176

Roger K. Lang, D.D.S., Inc.
4049 N. El Dorado St. Suite 2

(209) 465-2626

*Togelher, we will walk the pathway o health and wholeness.”

Stockton, CA 95204 e

Teachers (or other interested
persons) wanted!

Are you off track, or on vacation and have a few hours
a week to volunteer with high school students?
DeltaKeeper, a nonprofit water quality monitoring
organization, will be working with 8-10 high school
students for 8 weeks this summer. We could use some

extra hands to assist with our projects.
Call Robin Kirk, 464-6368. No offer of time refused.

3536 Rainier Ave. Stockton
464-6368

A farmer’s perpective

CALFED wants your water

Rogene Reynolds

After three years of planning by
15 different State and Federal
Agencies, aplan has been developed
to “fix” the Delta and secure more
“reliable” water for Central Valley
Project and State Water Project
providers (i.e. Southern California),
and “restore” the Delta “ecosystem.”
The Plan suggests three
“alternatives”, all of which are
detrimental to Califomia’s
agricultural industry, and all of which
will destroy the Delta as a viable
farming region.

Some points:

1. All plans have an “Ecosystem
Restoration Plan” which will “retire”
up to 200,000 acres of Delta
farmland and up to 600,000 acres of
other California farmland. “Retired”
means take out of production. Inthe
case of the Delta, retirement means
return to wetlands, shallow habitat,
and flooded water storage. It will
reverse 100 years of reclamation in
the Delta. ‘

-2. All plans call for exfreme water
conservation and water quality
controls which will place huge
financial burdens on the State’s
agriculture industry. Retaining
ponds for tail water, screened pump
intakes, “cooperative management”
of farms and cropping patterns,
restrictions on chemical applications,
etc., all add up to high costs and
lower yields from our farms.

3. Alternative Plan number Three
has the worst component of all—the
Peripheral Canal. Resurrected (this
is an old idea we thought we had
killed in 1982) as an “isolated
facility.” It is death to the Delta
because it will separate us from our
water, sucking the best water out of
the Sacramento River and
transporting it around the Delta to
the pumps near Tracy.

4. You will not get to vote on this
Plan. CALFED has the mandate to
plan this fax and our Governor
Wilson and Bruce Babbitt, Secretary
of the Interior, with the
recommendations of the CALFED
group, will ultimately decide which
alternative wiil be chosen. You may
wonder, how could this come to be?
How could our representative
government create such a harmful
plan? As they say, “follow the
money,” or better, “follow the

water”!! There is huge political
presssure to create a “reliable” water
supply for the South. They are
running out. All regions and

Alternative
Plan number
Three has the

worst |
component of
all—the
Periplﬁeral

Canal.

“stakeholders” (don’t you just love -
that word!) were permitted input
through three years of meetings and
“workshops.” Our area was
represented through BDAC (Bay-
Delta Advisory Council) and our
advocates were Alex Hildebrand of
Manteca and Pat McCarty of
Stockton. Alex is probably the
premier water “expert” in Northern
California. Pat is chairing the Delta
Protection Commission. We sent the
best we had! And all and any ideas
to make the Plan truly beneficial to
the Delta were disregarded. In this,
and in the manner in which the Plan
was presented to the public,
CALEED has pretty much made a
mockery of the whole CEQA
process. The Draft Environmental
Impact Report came out April 1.
Public hearings were scheduled;
originally NONE were planned in
our area. Assemblyman Mike
Machado pressed for a local hearing,
and we had that on May 27, in
Stockton. Over 300 people attended,
including some of our local CWA
leadership. Testimony was taken by
CALFED.

Delta farmers demanded:

1. that the Peripheral Canal be
removed from consideration as a part
of any alternative;

2. thatland retirement be removed
from consideration as a part of any
alternative;

3. that increased water storage of
winter runoff be included in every

alternative.

It is important to realize you will
not be able to vote on this plan!! The
decision of what alternative to move
forward with will be made by
Governor Wilson and Bruce Babbitt
by the end of this year.

The time for action is NOW!
This is what you can do:

1. Become familiar with the Plan.
It is huge, but can be reviewed at
public libraries, or a copy can be
obtained from CALFED’s office in
-Sacramento. We have until July 1
to make written comments on the
plan.

2. Contact CALFED and ask to be
put on their mailing list. There will
be two more “workshops” in the
Stockton area. Try to attend and be
apart of the growing group of us who
are hoping to get this plan fixed now
before it is really too late!

3. Contact the San Joaquin
Coumty Farm Bureau and ask them
for a copy of their Position Paper. It
is well written and faster to read than
the whole plan.

4. Talk about this to people! Most
folks don’t know that this huge black
cloud is looming on the Delta
horizon! ’

5. Contact your legislator!
Assemblyman Machado is Chair of
the Water Parks and Wildlife
Committee. Make him aware of your
concerns. Notify him that the
Peripheral Canal and land retirement
are not acceptable sacrifices for the
Delta to make on behalf of Southern
California. You can reach CALFED

at the following phone
numbers:(800) 900-3597 (800) 700-
5752 (916) 653-5147

There is no assurance that taking
action will make any difference! But
not doing anything will ensure that
the CALEED process will forever
damage the Delta and San Joaquin
County’s agriculture industry
beyond repair. Legal challenges to
the Environmental Impact Report
cannot be raised later, after it is
adopted. We must challenge it now.
If you have questions, please feel
free to contact me at (209) 464-8054.
I'll be happy to share what I know.
We will all need to work together to
try to change CALFED's Plan. The
time to get to work is now!

Rogene Reynolds is a farmer on
Roberts Island.
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