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SJ General Intervitw with Bill Jtnnings
merger CalFed process will destroy
,marches on

foreve-, Delta water r
On May 26, 1998, ~upervisors . ~- - ....

Barber, SimasandCabralallocated[Editor’s note: Bill Jennings ofis one of the most degraded,

up to a half a million dollars to payDeltaKeeper knows and under-pol!uted basins in the nation.

the two law firms who willstands much ofwhdtis happening Native-species of fish and
invertebrates are holding their own

facilitate the merger of Countyout on the legacy thatis ourDelta, in the upstream areas, but down-
HealthCare S~rvices. The decisionIn the following discussion withstream, the estuary and the lower
comes only two weeks after theseJohn Morearty, he details how therivers have become dominated by
same three Supervisors ignored the exotics, by ifitroduced species.
anti-merger pleas ofeveryspeakerprocessd-s that have brought our

¯ The fiver Systems in California
at a standing room only Publicwaters to their current polluted have been used as a convenient
Hearing.At that meeting, the Boar(istate are determined to finish thesewer by agriculture, by rnunicipal-
advancedthemergerof0urCountyjob through a process calledities and by’industry.
HealthCareServicesbyapprovingCaIFed. More "talking points are John Morearty: Where d]d
the issuance of Requests forincluded on page~ i0 & 11. The~alfed come from?
Proposals.

public comment period ends on. BJ: They hada, long series of
’ ~ ~ hearings before the Stat~ Water.As to this latest decision, there ~ -July 1; read and act!]

were no prior’public hearings " Board in the last three or foi~ryears,:

regarding the background of these ~ ~ :- - _... ~. and, .nobody was happy with the

two law firms nor the n~ed toBillJennJngs: The San JoaqUinresults, but we could probably have

approve such a large expenditureDelta is one of the mostmarvelousall lived with it. But agriculturai

possibly unattractive merger,estuaries on the continent; there’sinterests dowhstate scre.amed a~ the
on a .
In essence, once so mu~h money isan incredible diversity of Wildlifegovernor, and he ordered the state

spent on this process, it will
and aquatic life a cornucopia,water board to pull it back and kill

it. . ’ ’
It’s severely degraded~an ..- Bill Jennings

become politically difficult to not 3M: Who are these downstate
merge, even if the proposals fromidentified "impaired water body" Called is made up of federaland frankly it’s an avalanche rolling

because of mercury, selenium, water interests?0.. - . _ .agencies--the Bureau of Reclama-downstream; the governor wantsthe various Hospital Chains are lesspestmldes. All the major riversB J: The corporate water baronstion, National Marine Fisheries, USthis to b~ the crown feather in histhan ideal, tributary to the Delta are0fKemCounty andTulare County,Fish and Wildlife Service, USadministration,, and in fact, he and
impaired the Sacramento,~ sanFresno, Kings C0unty~ We~tlands.Geological Survey, US Environ-U.S. Interi.or Secretary Bruce

.... Fixir4a "t;h~ ~l~rl’lO Joaquin, Moke_lumne; andmostofTenneco~Chevron, J.G.Boswell ....mental Protection Agency; and thenBabbitt reached an agreement to
the. tributaries to the tributaries,The decision was withdrawn, buton the California side you’ve gothave a preferred alternative by the

Last year the Steering whether the American, the Yuba,the Delta wa~ clearlyoutofcompli-Califomi~ Environmental Protec-end of the year. And that’s whatCommittee issued a list of the sothe Merced, the Stanislaus, the~ ante with the Clean WaterAct, andtionAgency and the agencies underdriving this rush to justice, so iocalled "Public Private PartnershipTuolumne, the Kings; and most ofthe environmental organizations ~ that like~ the State Water Board andspeak, this haste that has some
Consultants," which they werethe tributaries to them, where weclearly indicated to the EPA that the Regional Water Board, andenormous implications.
considering. The .composition ofhave data; which is why the U.S.they were prepared to take legal, you’ve got the -D~pt. of Fish andThere are three primarythe list was quite telling, since mostGeological Surveys, in the Nationalaction, and SO EPA leaned on the i Gam~. and the Dept. of Water.alternatives with variations, a total
"of these cons.ultants were actuallyWater Quality Assessment, whichstate, and s.o out of thisprocess, this i Resources, so ’it’s all the agenciesof about 12; ~from essentially no.
law and accounting firms thatis being conducted nationwide,turmoil came Calfed---ostensibly

(contitiued on page 3)" over a decade, concluded thatthisto fix the’Delta. " - . And so they started a ’process, (continued on page 4)
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Editor’s note Cecil Bonzo.
Cecil Bonzo, fm’mer, organizer him as a farmer.

Water, water everywhere and humanitarian, passed away atCecil started farming by growing bgludicl@caltel.com
hom~_pn May 31. Cecil’s work on onions, carrots and tomatoes-on 10 Layout.. Laurie Utman~ behalf of the dispossessed was acres of land purchased in Lathrop Advertising Representatives:

Suzanne Grill, 467-4455Bruce Giudici off the table. We find that water tireless, an inspiration .to any who in 1953. In 1979, he met with Mack Pr~frea~er: John Moreaayconservation and taking marginal werelucky enough to have worked Warner of the American Friends Distribution Coordinator: SuzanneWater is the focus of this issue lands out of production are not with him. His work with foster Service Committee and became Gait
because, rightnow, long term water feasible, yet a new Peripheral Canal children and refugees of all involved in founding the Stockton Dlsffibutlon$1te:TheWoodshed,

630 N. Grant, 462°8834planning decisions are being made . is. = ~ ~ :~ " " natirnalities betrayed a humanityCertified Farmers’ Market and the Distributors: Brace Gludfci, 8uzannethat will affect our valley forever. Informed public opinion is vital:not found in many individuals theseSan Francisco Heart of the City aatl, Wi~urHubbe~t, Jonn Morearty,
Edc Parfrey, Art Raab, Frances

At this point of civilizedthe public comment period on thedays. And~ yet, most people knewFarmers Market. As a very active werta~ dohn WOittocg, andmany
discussion, one would expect thatCALFED process ends on July I, member of the Rural Economic others
the environment would be at the1998. So, please read some articles Alternatives Project, Land aeace~t contact: onto T. Steele,

dsteele@igc.apc, org
forefront of these decisions. Sadly, NOW and write a letter to: Utilization Alliance, CAA]liarlce of Next Deadline: ~e 7th of each
tip tO this point, it hasn’t been so. CALFED Bay-Delta Program Family Farmers and the California month (except August & December)
In a world where market values are 1416 Ninth _Street, Suite 1155 and National Direct Marketing CirCulation: 8,000
becoming the only values, basic Sacramento, CA 95814 CollferellCe, the Emergellcy Food Co~N~CnoNsis a monthly publication of
c.ommodities Such as water (health Attll: Mr. Rick Breitenbach Bank’s Jubilee Farm and the SJ the Peace & Justice Network of. San

County Juvenile Delinquent FarmJoaquin County. "[he views expressed
in C~t~anossare those el lhe authorscare being another) arebid upon byIssues of the Test Ban Treaty, Project, Cecil was at the center ofthose with the ability to pay. Andarms ,sales to Indonesia and the

so, at this water bargaining table, ¯ ..... . progressive activity standing inNetwork. Ne~s, a~los, ~oaers and
defense of small farmers. Peace & Justice Nelwork, P.O. Boxwe now find the farmer and th~ interhational ban on landrmnes also

calendar items should be sent to the

4123, Stockton, CA 95204. The editorurban user discussing a process
need your input. Contact your

This listing of organization
called CALFED. As Bill Jennings

Congressperson (bought and paid rese~ves the aght o! final declsion on
" names, while impressive, pales’ inacceptability of copy. Ca, (209) 487-

points out, many of the tough
for, I know--see pages 10 & 11) significance totheimpactCecilhad4455formoreinformation.TheNetwork

on the lives he touched. His placeatdsteele@ig~.ape.org.Conneelions~schoices that would hurt either of
and make them fepresent you! Inn can also be reach~l through PeaceNet

these two groups have been taken democracy, you use it or lose it.Cecil Bo.nzo                                 at the table will be sorely missed,     onv, ww.sonnet.eom/usr/ple.the tnternot:

Norman Solomon/ campaigning ~n ~ platform that India’s nuclear testing caught theaccessories of Americaa foreign
Creators Syndicate called for the~ c0~try .to reassess . CIA flat-footed. ’13he tall tale haspolicy played key ro_les in the

its nuclear arms options. Many been helpful ~or an array-ofcamagethattookthelivesofahalf-Pe~¢e & Ju~fi~

Whe~ I was a child, tall talesihdependent observers were .agendas.’ million Indonesians during the ~oard o[ ~irec|or$

seemed wonderful. I liked to readexpecting atomic tests. The CIA and its boosters can"turmoil" of the mid- 1960s. Along ~rO~: ~o~ ~omoy
about Paul Bunyan and his huge ox,But we’re supposed to believ~ ~. claim that the agency needs morethe way, the U.S. government sup-t~u~.~4~r~r~r~ ~°~ ~oro~r~.
tromping around i~ the wilds andthat the CIA -- an agency with a i funds to do abetter job. Opponentsplied a list of 5,000 leftists tos~r~ &

creating natural wonders like themultibillion-dollar budget, access i of a’comprehensive test ban treatyIndonesia’s military, fin’gering

Great Lakes. But these days, there’sto the world’s most precise spyr can ~laim that adherence to such athem for assassination. WashingtonEcumenical Coramisslon for the

nothing fun or charming about tallsatellites and agents in every comer ’i pact is not ~;erifiable. And thealso supported Suharto throughout Stockton Diocese: Judith Laughner
Human Flights Task Force: Gay/e

tales written for adults under theof the globe--was in the dark until ~ Clinton administration can claimhis subsequent brutalities, includ-Layman
guise of journalism, the New Delhi government made ~. that it failed to take action toing the slaughter of 200,000 peoplelatin Amerlen Suinmrt Commin~e:

Consider a couple of big newsthe announcement. ~ discourage the Indian tests because’ in East Timer by Indonesian .army ~e~ Gemey
~ . ~ - - Nat’l Organization for Women:

stories ~ nuclear testing in indiaAll in all, it’s about as plausible it didn’t know they were in the
occupiers.

Metro-Ministry: Suzanne Grill
and upheaval in Indonesia.as tracing the origins of Lake "offing.~    .~ ........

~= Now, after Suharto’s resignation,Parents&Frlemlsofke~blansand
Evidently, judging from the recentSuperior to the activities of Paul "= Meanwhile, coverage of thewe s~ll cannot understand what’s Gays (P-FLAG): Merle Nelson

.... United Nations Association:/.any
coverage, the media establishment Bunyan and his ox Babe...":crisis in Indonesia has often, beenhappening withouttruthful Pippin
finds it very easy to report that the Three days before the ground Orwelhan. For instance, dozens ofaccounts of {he past. Members-at-large: Reld Cemey,

,. o , " Teny Cope, Max Goodhart, John
CIA was incompetent .but veryshook at the Indian test site, asmall New York Times artic.les detouredSome tall tales are t01d with a Morean’y, DonNucclo
difficult to mention that the agencynewsletter published May 7 by :around inconvenient history. Onflourish, some with careful silen-Emeritus: WilburHutYae//
was involved in evil deeds. Sikh separatists in Canada :.’May 16, the newspaper’s frontpageces..But whatever the style, they

As soon as news broke about theexplained that "preparations for an referred to "mass killings of 32should not be confused with ~ The Peace and Justice

Indian nuclear tests, the Central. Indian nuclear test has been further years ago, when Mr. Suharto tookjournalism.
~,~

Network is a nonprofit

Intelligence Agency proclaimedconfirmed by our sources in India.’! . power from the country’s foundingNorman Solomon writes for t[~e educationalorganization

that it had been taken by surprise.The periodical,’Ch~rhdi Kala !president, Sukargo.Atthat time, asCreators Syndicate; committed to the vision era

Media outlets quickly treated theInte.rnational, said that its sources,’ ~any as.half a million people diedmediabeat@igc.apc.org world in which the equality of
’ claim as a statement of fact. From"who so far have never been wrong iin an and-Communist purge." allpersons is achievet~ basic

there, politicians and pundits wenthavingmillionsofpairsofeyeshnd. The next day, another prominent

cetto-onnc-nson and on, skewering the CIA forears fixed to the ground_," were Times story recalled that"hundreds resolved nonviolently, andthe
failure to anticipate the testreporting "all kinds of~feverish :of thousands were killed in the
explosions, nighttime activities" atlndia’s test turmoil of the last political transi- On the web!earth’s resources are’shared

responsibly for the well-being of
The only trouble with the CIA’ssite in Rajasthan state. - lion, as Mr. S@arto presided over

mea culpa was its absurdity. India’sThe most powerfu_[politicala hunt for leftists around the coun- EXTRA COLOR PHOTOS! all her inhabitants and all

ruling Hindu nationalist partyfactions in Washington have notry and consolidated his power." http:llwww.sonnet.coml fu~egenerations,

gained power this year afterdesire to challenge the yarn thatActually, the CIA and oth.er . __ usrlpjc ...... ,
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Hospital worker’s
SJ General

burden
specialized in mergers and (negatively impacting the quality of justify the need to pay law firms a
acquisitions, patient care) and two recent badhalf a million dollars.

To the editor (San Franciscoincrease of only 2 percent for the~ ’
More importantly, many of themergers--that of Marin General

proposed consultants had workedwith Sutter/CHS and of Sequoia
Our" "t=u’gur’~ Chronicle) second year.

_ It wasironicforhospital workers -CHW knew of the hospital’s
for the potential merger partners inHospital with Catholic HealthCareTired of being misled andat Sequoia Hospital in Redwoodfinancial problems when it began

’ the recent past. Perhaps this is whyWest in Redwood City. ignored for more than a year, theCity to read in your story, "Hospitalits bid to become an operating
~:: the Steering Committee did notIn an effort to justify the un--Community Health CareCoalitionLabor Deal With Twiist,"partner and pledged to honor

disclose the names of the law firmsjustifiable, duplicity has becomeissued a Request to Copy and(Chronicl.g, November 28) thatexisting wage~ agreements.
~ .... being considered prior to theirthe norm. In one ~ase, Countyinspect Public Records under theCatholic Healthcare West isBelie~,ing the nonprofit CHW’s

approval at a public meeting.Health Care Services Director,California Public Records Act onlaunching a "new era of laborstated intent to repay the

- Unfortunately this type ofMichael Smith, initiallyJune 16, 1998, and the San Joaquinpeace," that they don’t want ancommunity for its support, our
’ maneuvering has not been limitedchampioned the merger because ofPublic Employees Association has"adversafial relationship withtheirunion worked hard to help Sequoia

’ to the stacking of the consultants /County Hospital’s poor financialre-institutedits Initiative to require’ unions" and that this "friendlierwin its bidding competition with

’: attorneys deck. condition. When confronted witha vote of San Joaquin Countyphilosophy" is expected to prevailthe notorious .for-profit Columbia/

ii:!::i the reality that San Joaquinresidents to approve any closure,"throughout the CHW system." HCA Corporation. It repaid our
support with outrageous demands-~ !~�11 Gorl~r’ta=3 General’s financial outlook hassale, lease or merger. At Sequoia Hospital, which wasfor unprecedented wage cuts and

U rlacl~r’~~ improved, Mr. Smith simplyAs we zero in on a specificrecently joined in a partnershipbenefit reductions.
~ changes his tune and says that,,"wemerger partner, you can count onwith CHW, more than 650 hospitalCHW says in its mission state-~ All the while, th~ Steeringneed to merge now while our strongConnections to provideexpansiveworkers represented by the~ ment that it wishes to "contribute

American Federation of State, to acaring environment, to promoteCommittee has failed to addressfinancial condition is attractive toexposts. In the interim, please see
County and Municipal Employees~’ any of the concerns regardingpotential merger partners?’ Inthe letter to the right entitled justice and to affirm the dignity of(AFSCME), are facing CHW each person." But none of that ismergers and restructuring at other. another instance, Steering

o "Hospital Workers’ Burden," whichproposals for outrageous wage cutsevident in the heartless treatment’v Hospitals, which were raised at .~ Committee Member and c(~]~tywas given to our Supervisorsas high as 11 percent and seriousCHW is showing the longtime:~ .. numerous Public Hearings dating. ~,.~ Counsel, Terry Dermody,shortly after it appeared in the Sanreductions in retirement benefits.health care workers at Sequoiaback to February of 1997.
dismissed antitrust coacerns raisedFrancisco Chronicle in January of in recent years, AFSCME’sHospital. If The Chronicle is goingThese concerns includedby merger opponents back in 1997.1997. workers at Sequoia have taken onto repeat CHW’s marketing. excessive executive pay financedNow, antitrust issues are being

by cutting hospital staffing levelsadvanced by Mr. Dermodyto If you would like to help protect ~ expanded job functions andpropaganda about how they want a
~ - the quality and affordabiltyo-f o~’~ ~ increased responsibilities withoutpositive relationship with their

County health care services please ’ corresponding raises in salary. Butunions, your reporters should also
call the SJPEA at 209-466-0985 orin recognition of recent financialreport on how our union workers

’ List n =. the Community Health Caredifficulties facedby the communityare being treated at Sequoia.

Coalition at 209-467-7311.
hospital, AFSCME was fully Sharon Macleavey, AFSCME~ prepared to sign a contract without

Business Agent
. wage increases the first year and an

Patient protections
under managed care

. You can help Connections newspaper bring truth, justice and peace to more of our friends
and neighbors. It takes ideas, talent, time and money to produce this alternative source of

Increasing numbers of people inCare Act (HR 1415/S 644) have information for concerned citizens like yourself.
the U.S. are now receiving theirbeen introduced in Congress. The

i:~; health care through a managed care large number, of cosponsors on Your feedback and support tell us Connections is meeting many of your needs for an
~:’ plan (HMO or PPO). These plansthese bills demonstrates that thereopen-minded community forum on local and far-flung issues. But friends, we need each

achieve cost savings, in part, byis true bipartisan support in other. Decide now how you can help.
regulating patient access toCongress for patient protection 13 I will distribute bundles of Connections for an hour 10 times a year.

:~ specialists and specialty services,legislation. Numerous surveys have
~: Patients and families enrolled inrepeatedly documented the over- 13 I will help with special events such as Earth Day Festival in April, Fall Youth Conference,

such plans are, with increasing~ whelming support of voters forPeaceful Holiday Gift Fair, etc. Staff a booth, set-up, clean-up, make new friends.
~ frequency, reporting unreasonablesuch legislation. Nonetheless, con-
:~ " barriers to getting necessary healthgressional leaders in bgth houses13 1 will subscribe to Connections for one year @ $35.13 Check enclosed.

-: care approved from their plans. Inhave stalled action on these bills. 13 1 want to attend a PJN board meeting to leam more. Please call and tell me where &
response to these reports, PresidentAction: Please contact your when. Phone(s)
Clinton last year appointed anrepresentative and senators.
Advisory Commission onExpress your support for genuineI~11 have some other ideas to share. Please call m.e at
Consumer Protection and Qualitymanaged°care patient pro.tection13 I’m interested in advertising in Connections. Please call me atin the Health Care Industry. Sixlegislation. Ask them to urge the
months ago, the .commissionHouse and Senate leadership toComments
recommended the adoption of aschedule quickly a full and fair
Patients’ Bill of Rights. debate on such legislation. Urge Name , Day Phone Night Phone

Two bills which addressyour members not to accept Address City/State Zip
protections for patients in managedwatered-down legislation.

’~ care plans: the Patients’ Bill ofSource: FCNLt/4/98acti~nalert, 24~[ Please clip & mail to Connections, PO Box 4123, Stockton CA 95204, 467-4455.
..... Rights Act (HR. 3605/S 1890) and2nd Streei NE, Washington D.C. 20002I Thank you!
::. the Patients’Access to Responsiblehttp://www.fcnLorg/pub/fcnl ! ~ ~,

Coonecflons July 19983
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.... CaWed; Technicat Writing/Desisn/Web Sites ¢co,a, ueafrom fronipage)

amajoractionwithbroadeningtheBJ:Well, when you get into KemSo anyway, conservation and

lmowrl [lat like the Mokelumne,county, you’re getting into desert,retirement we.re originally on the
....~ faci~itatingthewaterseuth, barriersTulare County, that’s very lowtable, but because of the pressure

PO Box 4181 to Old River. There are commonrainfall there. That area exists as anof agricultural interests, that’s for
~- Stockton 915204 dements to all the plans, like theagricultural community by grace ofall intents and purposes not on the
, (209) 462-5801 water quality component, thesubsidized water.And of course thetable any more. And the tragedy is

e-mail: lfitman@igc.apc.onj restoration component, but theselenium-laced soils of Westlan sthat if this state could become 10-
i ............................................ most controversial alternative is~isoningtheDe!tabecause15%-

Alternative 3, which included athe return waters are so high inJM: Who made that deeision? toH.enry Repair p=ipheral canal. A, of them sele um and  ts.  ato,  table?ii: ¯ ])~[le C~lllel’a~ include increased storage, up to 23JM: All three ofthe plans wouldBJ: It just wasn’t there all of a
~ __ ,, new dams. What started out as annot alter that?
. Anolmer-(~nmi/a/skoF Yaut~’em~e effort to fix the Delta has sudden. Calfedis notademocraey,

~ /oi:omeininitiisk~~.0~=u]rk. metamorphosed into an effort toBJ: Absolutely hot. That’s offtheCalfed is not a formal process
ensure the security of Southerntable. When things started out.., thiswhich people vote for~it’s not a

~" 147 F_,. Alpine, Slod~ton, 95204 California water supplies andwas set up as a three-part process,board, it’s agroup that gets together
" (209) 942-2821---open M-F, 1.-110-6:00 pm actually to increase the export ofCalfed. You had environmentaland talks. No one knows how the

water south, interests represented, you haddecision-makingprocess occurs in
agricultural interests represented,Calfed. It’s just an amorphous-

....
~~md~di~~~r~P~r~~q9urmn~~~-

JM: What would be theand you had urban interestsLester Snow is the head of it, and
:~ FREE ESTIMATES Ix,-opoaionofwaterthatgoestoLArepresented. And what essentiallyhow decisions are made is

as compared to the farms in thehappened, what initially thesomethingofamystery.Sothere’s
.~ _ southern San Joaqnin Valley? environmentalists set forth, is thatno dear accountability there.

~! BJ: It’s not appreciable. Only l 4-we neededtoIook not only on the~’-- ...... -----:~ ......~--:---~’~- ¯
~ .- . I Theproblem ~s that ifCaGforn~a

MAXWELL’S BOOKMARK .......we needed t~onservatton ,aetualty goes over the Tehaehapis ......._- .......... ~ | water efficient, then we don t have
2103 PadfiG/90/o, phollo 46~-~ and so Eve never felt that LA wasThat’s mandatory.          , agricultural                 ,[ a v~.r ............t)r-hl~.,- in t~aiifnrnia_..

the problem, and in any ease theeonservatmn, that s mand.atory ~¯Thousan(~ of new and used boo[~ ~ | Southern California urban areaswater-efficient appliances, that’saquatic ecosystems, there’s enough¯ Coffee, sodas, salKIwk:hes, qu[che, ~ have the wherewithal to introducemandato watermeters, things like--- ry water~ .... ~ water for reasonable growth. Butbagels and paslry ! conservation efforts. The realthat, and _alsom dato retiremenagriculture, which uses 80-85% of¯Author even~ poetry readin0s, and ....
~:- li~ music ~ ! ~!s the milUons o~ of these marginal lands that are~ has said, and the

¯ HurKileds of CDs and records c,,,, T!ant are irrigating 1) lands in the literally poisening the Delta. And,documents reiterate this, thatthey
¯ Fine art gallery . desect to grow cotton and corn and . also, that it needed to look at flowscan only becolne I% more
¯ Special orders and book searches rice and alfalfa,, and 2) thefrom Fdant Dam, which divertsefficient. And where cities have¯
¯ Helpful, friendly slaff t~, selenium-laced soils of Westlandsabout 98% of the average upper-shown enormous efficiency
Open&OOamtol0:0Opmweekda~, o~.~n the west side of th~ vall._ _ ey. __~ basin runoff of the San Joaquinincreases, agriculture hasjust said,

River to a~and so you’ve"NO"JM: When you say the desert -----~ ..~.r--~.~
8.~X)amtomidni~ht~r.ekeads~_ ~,,~l,,=-~ ygu mean the west side of thegot a dry nverbed for mueh below --

¯ -,vc "en sV"er"x" ,0v~r~a~] i southern SJ valley? that, until the agricultural returnThat’s the problem, and that goes
waters give some life to the fiver,back to the concept of water

~od~n,s litemOr t~dition Mt~1939, n~tlrty . fights...
e~po2adedfol"l~lwclt~-£inla:tllttry. JM: Didn’t we have a ballot~ ~ffeff/a//~ ~

measure a few years ago that would
. .... ~arat,~aufgom~Fe~ur.~ Ya,iamPnwamElm~s have rewarded farmers for

~=,=,~.= .............::::,:~:~.~i~,~,, t~t, lll~F installing more water-efficient
: ~ sm’~-~ s~m~ irrigation systems. It was defeated.

Why? the farmers would have been
rewarded for doing that.

B J: Because that’s the way it’s
always been, and there’s a
resistance and an inertia against

: Valley Brewing Co:s new JM: Were the farms groups
" Tavern Room [~ /i ~ against it?¯ .annue.

’ facility fits any occasion.., aetuallyBJ:Isupportedd°n’t knowit, that they

_ Grad.ation Parties ¯ Rehearsal Dinners ¯ ]~j: Every major re-plumbing
~

Showers- Birthdays ¯ Amfiversaries project in the Delta over the last
: five decades has made things

worse, despite assurances to the
¯~ contrary. All of the EIRs, and they
~na ~ would fill rooms, point up to benign

,~t~c~a impacts, or to fully mitLgated
impacts, and that’s not been the

_ t$,aa~a~ case. They’ve aU made it worse.
¯ 157 W. Adams St. ° ~2739 a~/t~tm~ The Delta is an it~eredibly intricate,

" Ol~n da~ f~ lunda and dinner [ @t~Z#t~ t/~ t~ f~ r~ complicated mechanism. Nature~
~ sa, t~S~ in our hubris, we think we

~ [ sto~ ~ts~o~r~ understand it, and we don’t.
/t ~r~t~r

JM: What re-plumbing projects?

4 July 1998
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Japanesemercurypoisoningoffislarequire, subsidized drainage ofof the nation. Twelve billion
~l~d~#F~t~res Vadai~ePro~ram Elements which killed 17, disabled 23). contaminated waste-waters.And itdollars, that’s a lot of money. And

~
B J: Another water qualitywould institutionalizethe given expected cost overruns, I’m

z~k ~zet~rs~t~est=a~ [ problem is the peripheral canal. Ifdegradation of the Delta. sure it’s going to be much larger
~t~mur - : you’vealreadygotacontaminatedJM: And there’d be pork in it forthanthat.
r,t~a~twstm~ I estuary, andyoudivertmuchoftheten billion dollars worth ofAnd it’s not addressing the real

,. s~0~run~a fresh water that’s currenfly flowingconslracfion wc~kem I’m talkingproble~m ofthe decline of the Delta.
tsaa~ar0~ into it, how are you going to meetabout who benefits here. The water quality component of the

waterqualitystandards, certainly inBJ=ButthedollarsareincidentalCalfed proposal is grievously
sa~au~n the South Delta?And I don’t know- compared to ~ water, inadequate, because it doesn’t
a~r~ ~corma- how you’re ever going to meet contain the necessary research and~#itiratlo~s ilqlliamo~rraa them if you don’t tttm the spigotJM: Not ~o the voters. If themonitodngefforts.Imean, they’re

on at Ffiant, and get some moreconstruction workers get all thesemaking an effort to develop a
~-- flushing flows down the Sanjobs to pour concrete, then that’s amonitoring plan, but we need to

Joaquin. benefit. So we cart expect a lot ofunderstand the mass loading, the
lobbying in support of thisspatial distribution, the transport"̄-’/ Where Called has run agroundincreased storage by all kinds ofand synergistic effects of/ is under heavy pressure fromconstruction interests, right?contaminants in the estuary, andagricultural and urban interests,There,s jobs in it.~ that many Of their options have their effect on biological life and

~ been foreclosed. And this is an, ILl: Uh-huh. But what’s drivingtheir effect on human health.

~ r~ra~ra~ extremely important issue. To solveit is water. Believe me, theconcemHuman health is a major
~ "~ California’s water problems, to fixoverjobs is incidental, itrelevanttoconcern. We just had a health

t~;~as 1._.9. r~tr~t,,-r~- the Delta, is going to requirethe Calfed pmcess. What’s drivingadvisory put onthe deep water
~ ~x sacrifice on the part of virtuallyit is .that would perpetuate asystemchannel for dioxin and PCBs, and
sut~o~ ~,t~o~r~" everyone. And the only feasibleof inefficient use of subsidizedstudies will shortly get under way

~ s~rt~st=a~ way to do that is to spread the pain,water to grow marginal crops onon some tissue samples in south
l rm~t~- so that it’s not unreasonably harshmarginal soils. They’ve got thedelta that we funded, we sents~ on any one area ofthe state, oranYwater, tbeydon’twanttogiveitup.$75,000totbeSFEstuarylnstitute,

one group. T~at’s fine l~ttom line. And theyworking with the Office of
BJ: The State Water Project. The selenium.                       J-M: What is it goingto mean for don’t want to be told that d!ey’ve Environmental Health Assessment

in Sacramento and the Centralme as a householder in urban
got to improve..

CenWal Valley project, exportingWhat’s happening now is that it’sStockton, Manteca, Lodi? Kl:Andwhopaysforthis?that’sValley Regional Water Quality
water south. The proposed Deltacoming down, it’s getting anotber~aeofdaefightsinCalfed.Control Board to get some tissue
Wetlands Project, a big plumbingchanneled offat Old River and it’sBJ: Well, San Joaquin CountyWe’re saying th[tt those whostudies on catfish and bluegill and

and Stockton are scapegoats.project; a lot of the redesign ofgetting pumped south. If you sendBecause ofthis failure to spread thedireclly benefit should pay for it,carp and dams and these fish that
islands, a lot of the dredging. Allthat out to the CenWal Delta, the . and they’re trying to make thethe fishing community commonly
of these things have had aeulrophieareas, thesuper-enfichedblame. And that was essentiallygeneral public, including theconsumes in extremely highcumulative effect, that hav_e__ nutrient areas, with a lot of. algae’

what was talked about at the Calfed
brought the Delta to its knees, then the algae chemically transformimblic he~ng tw.re ~in ~b~k~h~ national taxpayer, pick up a bigquantity. There’s a real human

chunk oflhis mb. so that certainlyhealth risk there, I think. It’s
There exists in the Delta nothe selenium to a more bio-Because where they had the abili’tywill be an issue. This cottld be theseandalous to me, almost criminal

comprehensive monitoring oravailable form of selenium, whichto look at mandatory agriculturalbiggest public works project in athat more hasn’t been done in this
research project, comparable tois exactly what happened atconservation and mandatoryconcentrated iocation in the historyarea.
what San Francisco EstuaryKesterson, when the seleniumretirement of marginal lands, and

Institute is doing in SF Bay, wherewaters went into the nutrient-richincreased flows in the San Joaquin, . _

at a large number of sites they’rewaters of the wildlife refuge. Youif those were enacted, we might not

analyzing annually, semi-annually,could create a nightmare out here.have to export any more water

quarterly in some cases theAnd so we need to look at that, butsouth. We might even be able to

sediments, the water columns, thewe haven’t looked at that. reduce exports. And that is a viable
option. We won’t need 23 newtoxicity of the water, theAnother example would be the dams for increased storage. And

constituents. There are beginningswidening of some of the Delta that has not been looked at in ~be
of this on the Sacramento River, butchannels like the Mokelumne fiver, . Calfed process.
on the San Joaquin side, you don’tthey’re talking about, to facilitate
have that. It’s like a black hole. Inthe transfer of water. The problemffM: Dams in which counties?
fact I was over at EPA the daythereisthatthere’salotofmercuryBJ: One of them would be to ~
before yesterday, and their fisheriesin the sediment, The USGS foundraise Shasta. That’s a $3.8 billion
folks were talking about the blackin San Pablo Bay that the deepproject, the most expensive water
hole, because there’s so much’ wesediment had three to five timesproject in history, and you know
don’tknow, more mercury than the topreservoirs in droughts dry up; in the

And so this lends the potential forsediments. A major dredginglast drough~ most of the reservoirs
doing great harm, by not knowingproject like that could havewere close to being empty. Aubum
what we’re doing, rushing into ahorrendous implications in theDam is another one, and south of
project, For example, the barriersrelease and the increased hip-Delta dams like San Luis reservoir,
at Old River, that are proposed,availability of mercury. You mightwhere they can pump the water like
which would reduce the reversenot even be able to catch a fish inhell and fill those dams, and usethe
flows in the San Joaquin River,the Delta. They want to pile all th~twater when they choose.
because the water wouldn’t geton the levees, they want to use thisBasically, you’re talking about a
sucked out of the San Joaquin Riverfill material to enhance the levees,ten bi!lion dollar pork barrel.
and then into Old River and thenThat has enormous implications.
into Clifton Court Forebay and sentThe mercury runs off back into theJM: 85% of the benefit of which

south. And this would send the SJwater in a bio-available form forgoes to big ag in the south valley.

River out into the Central Delta.uptake by fish, and fish bio-B J: Right. What we’ve got is
The problem with that is that thisaccumulate this, and then peopleSouth Valley agriculture using
water is all heavily polluted witheat this, and die. subsidized water to grow subsi- st~t~

selenium, contaminated withJM: Minamata (the 1953dized crops that in many instances
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CALFED wants you waterprograms for ~ational Public ~dio. r
for yo, r li ening enrichment.

D co r a Of  f encef¯ ..-      Rogene ReynoMs     water"H ~ere is huge political alternative.
¯ For a compii~t~ pt~mm ~uide,                                p~sss~e to create a"reliabld’ water It is im~nt to realize you will

call (209) ~-2582. ~er ~ee ye~ ofpl~ning bysupply for the South. They arenot~abletovoteon~ispl~ ~e
. ...... " ’ , 15 different State and Federalrunning out. All regions anddecisionofwhataltemativetomove

Wo hed
Agenci~;apl~h~ndevelo~ forward with will be made by
to "~" ~e ~I~ ~d s~e more Govemor~lson ~dBmce Babbitt
"reUable" water for Cen~ Valley Alternative by ~e end of ~s ye~.630 N. Grant ¯ Stoc on * 46z-8834Project and State Water Project

" ~ ~b
pro~de~0.e.Sou~emC~ifo~a), Plan number ~efimeforacfionisNOWt

~0 ~d"r~to~" ~e ~lm"ecosys~m." ~s is what you c~ do:

~~~
The Plan suggests three 1.Becomef~[fi~wi~ePlan.

Sinc~ ] 971 "alternatives", all of which are It is huge, but c~ ~ reviewed at
~myou ~n sall~

~
detrimental to California’s public libr~es, or a copy can ~

solid wood ~i~r¢ ~ a~cd~ ind~W, ~d fll ofw~ch WO ~ ob~ned ~om C~D’s office in
~¢¢nPark~Oak~¢m Oak, 48" will desVoy ~e Ddm ~ a viable.

~n uo,-sat ~5 f~ng ~on. GO ~ ~O ~ ~ O~
-S~r~ento. We have until July 1

.... . to m~e ~tten commen~ on ~e
...............................................................................Some ~in~: ply.

1. All plus have ~ "~osystem 2.Con~ct C~D~d ask to~Our Vattey Air R~tomtionPl~"w~chwill"~e" put on their mailing list. ~ere will
up to 200,000 acres of Delta  eri heral be two more "workshops" in the

~ ~ha~a[ ~0 f~d ~d up to 6~,~ acres of St~kton ~ea. T~ to attend and ~
~ad~a~da~s 9p~ o~erC~ifomia f~land. "Re~" ~ ~ ~ 1. ap~ of~e ~owi~oup of us who

S~da~s ~:~0 p~ me~s ~e out of~r~uctibn. ~e ~e hoping to get this plan fixed now
c~e of ~e Del~, tenement me~s ~fore it is really t~ latel
re~ to wetlands, sh~low habi~t,"s~eholders" (don’t you just love" 3. Contact th~ San Joaquin

3rd season B0N NOCU0 ~d fl~ed water storage. It will~at wordI) were pe~itted inputCoumty F~ B~u and ~k~emresources education (209) 957-3176 ~ve~ 1~ ye~ of recitation in~ough ~ee y~s of meetings andfor a copy of their Position Pa~r. Itair, water, soil, quanfi~, quafi~issues
. ~_ ~eDelm. "workshops." Our area wasiswellwfitten~df~tertoread~an

........................ . ’~ ~2. ~Ipl~sc~lfore~emewa~rrepresented ~ough BDAC ~ay-~e wholeplan.
conservation and water qualit~Delta Advisoff Council) ~d our
controls ~which will place hugeadv~ates we~ Mex Hildebr~d of 4. T~k a~ut ~ to peopleI Most

financial burdens on ~e S~te’sManteca and Pat McCarty offolksdoq’tknowthat~shugeblack

agriculture indust~. RetainingStockton. Alex is probably thecloud is looming on ihe Delta
hofizonl

~nds for ~I water, screen~ pumppre~er water "ex~a" in No~em

; R~er~g,D~.~c. in~es,"c~mfivemanagement"C~ifomia. Patischa~ng~e~l~5. Contact your legislator

~9 ~. ~ ~o st s~te 2 of fa~s and cropping patterns,~ot~fion Co~ssion. We ~nt ~e~s~mblym~ Machado is Chak of
St~kton, CA 952~ ...._ ~-~ ...... ~cfions onche~ appfi~fiom,~st we hadt And ~1 and ~y ide~the Water Parks and Wildlife
(2~) ~5-2626

etc., ~1 add up to high costs andto m~e ~e Plan ~ly ~nefici~ toCo~i~. M~e~ aw~ ofyo~
lower yieI~ ~om our f~. ~e Del~ were disregard. ~ ~is,concerns. Notify him that the

and in ~e m~er in w~ch ~e PI~Pe6p~r~ ~ ~d l~d tenement
3. Mtem~vePl~ nm~r~was presented to the public,~ not a~ep~ble sacrifices for ~"r~emen we will w~k me~yto n~m ~ w~ne~." h~ ~e wont com~nent of Ml--~eC~D has pre~ much made aDelta to m~e on behMfofSou~em

Pefiphe~ ~nal. Res~t~ (~smockery of the whole CEQACalifomia. You can r~achC~D
................. ¯ is ~ old idea we ~ought we hadprocevs. ~e Draft Envkonmen~at the following phone

 tere
killed in 1982) as an "isolated ~pact Repoa came out April 1.

num~rs:(8~)~-3597(8~)7~Teache  (or other steal facili~." It is dea~ to the Del~ Public hearings were scheduled;5752 (916) 653-514~ -
~aum it will sep~te us ~om o~originally NO~ were pl~n~ in ~ere is no ~sur~ce ~at ~ngpe o ) wantedI water, suc~ng ~e ~st wa~r out ofour area. Assemblyman Mike~fion willm~e~y ~ffe~nce~ Butthe Sacramento River andMachadop~ss~foral~he~ng,not doing any~ing will ensue ~at~ you off ~ck, or on va~fion ~d ~ve a few ho~
~s~ng it ~ound ~e ~1~ to~nd we had that on May 27, in~e C~D pr~ess will forevera week to vol~teer ~ ~ ~1 ~den~? ~ p~ps n~ Tracy.

Stolon. Over 3~ple aaend~,~age ~e ~1~ ~d San Jo~uinDel~ee~r, anonprofitwaterqu~mo~to~g 4. You will not get to vote on ~sinclu~ng some of o~ 1~ CWACounty’s agriculture industry
o~on, w~ ~ wo~g wi~ 8-10 ~ sch~l PI~. C~D h~ ~e m~te tol~ers~p. Testimony w~ ~en by~yond repak. ~g~ ch~lenges ~

s~den~ for 8 wee~ ~ s~er. ~e cord ~ someplan this fax and our GovernorC~D. the Environment~ Impact Repoa
e~ h~ to ~shtwi~ o~pm~e~. ~lsonmdBmceB~bi~S~re~ ~I~ f~em demanded: cannot be raised later, after it is

of the Interior, with the
C~ Rob~ ~, ~3~. No offer of ~ re~d. ~o~en~fions of ~e C~ 1. ~at ~e Peripheral Can~ ~adop~d. We must challenge itnow.

goup, will ultimately ~ide w~ch~mov~ from consideration ~ a p~If you have questions, plebe feel

~temafive will ~ chosen. You mayof my ~temafive; ~ to con~ct me at (2~) ~8054.
I’II ~ h~py to sh~ what I ~ow.

wonder, how could ~is come to ~? 2. ~l~ment ~remov~We will ~1 n~ to work toge~er to
How could our representative~m consideration ~ a p~ of any~ to change C~’s Ply. ~e

3536 ~er Ave. S~on
government c~ate such a h~lM~mafive; time to get to work is now!
plan? As they say, "follow the3.~atincre~ffmerstorageofRogene Reynolds is a farmer on4~63~ money," or better, "follow thewinter runoff M includM in eve~Robem Is~.
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