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MOUNTAL’NT CO~ WATER RESOURCES A.SSOCL4.TION

GEORGETOWN DIVIDE ]qY£1LIC t.rI~rI’l:E$ DISTRICT

DF~CR£PTION

The Georgetown Divide ~blic Utilities Di$1drt (GDPUD) service area is in the nc    l~ of EL Dor"~o, toffy
on the we~t $i,~ at the ,qlerra Nevad~ foothills, approximately 45 miles noghe~t of Sacrameuto, Ca!ifomia. The
service area straddles a ridge called (~eorgetown Divide, which separates the drainage basin of the Middle Fork
Azr~Hem River and R~.thle.~n River on the north from the South l:ork Axnerican River on the south. The
a~ea ~ges in elevation between 800 ~nd 3,500 feet and encompasses approximatdy 75,000 acres with water service
to ~¢proximatel¥ 30,000 ae..re.,~. The GDPIID .¢pbere of influence is 173.000 arre~, GDPUD i~,.-rtishe~ treated
agriculturtl ~d subagricu!turtl uses through a~proxJmately 70 miles of ditch and over 2~ mile~ of

EXLCI’ING WATER SUPPLY

The preseut ~ource of water for GDPUD is surface water from the Stumpy Meadow~ Project Iocated on Pilot C~’eek
~a the Middle Fork Amerie.an River wa~enhed, Stumpy Meadows Reservoir hu ¯ storage capacity of ~0.0�]0 ~ere.
fe~t and usable po¢l of 18,800 acre-feet.

WATER DEMAND

In 1997, GDPUD’s water denzand w~ approximately 9,400 acre.feet, The net water demand for agricultural use
is not ©x~¢tt.d t~ ia~r~a.s¢. Futur~ Lncre..ue~ in water demand m’¢ ~x~ctcd [n the mbaa (t~eated) water demand
and in the subagricul~ral use,

SUFPLEIVfENTAL WATER SUPPLIES
.:~

The supplementa! watec to meet increasing water dema.ad~ wil! be derived from a reduction i~ conveyance Io~
aad t’rom new supplies. New suppli~s, most prvbably, will l~ave to bc pumpc:d from th~ North Fork A~eri¢~ River ,’"
downstreara of the Aul~urn Dam site. Ol~tlo~ available for new supplies include a water service contract with the
u.S. Bureau of R~clanqatioa (USBR) ~der PL-IOI-514, and arrangements with oth~ ~ntiti~s having water"
in the American River Basin including the City of Sacramento, Placer County Water Agent, and the F.~t Bay
Municipal Utility District.

PROBLEMS/CONS’rRAI!CfS

The problems or constraints for GDPUD to meet its incres.~d water dernzad~ are as follows:

1, ~ .- Environmental constraint~ ate anticipated for implerneatin~ programs for water ¢onservuion
and new water supply. Reducing seepage losses along existing ditches may be an issue to the extent some area
wetl~ds have become estabIished. Routing additional water from the American River Bas~n will be an i,~.~ue.

2, ~ -- Obt~iag a water service contract from the USBR, obtaining water rights, or" e~ecuting agreements
with other agencies to ~rov~de supplemental water from the North Fork Ameri¢~ River will be time-
consumin~ and difficult to accomplish, even though the water needs are small in relation to the ayera~e annual
a,n~/’f froxn the b~sin of mote than 2.7 million acre.feet.

Financ!al .- The c~.¢t t~ implement measures to reduce losses a!oa8 GDPUD’~ ditc~ system will cost in
of $3 million. The cost to construct facilities to pump water from the North Fork American River is
approxira.~tely $I l ndllioa..
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