
Honorable K, Mauriee lohannessen, Chairman
Senate Select Committee on CALFI~D
State Capitol, Room 5061                                "
Sacr~nento, CA 95814

Dear Senator Joha~nessen:

This letter is in response to your request for Napa County’s comments on the CALFED Draft EIR. While
the County ha~ not yet submitted commcntz on the DEIR, thi,~ letter will serve to advise you ofth~ natttre
of our interests in the CALFED process. Napa County stands to benefit from a successful, comprehensive
UALt, ED program in three areas: water supply reliability, water quality improveme~tt a~td ecosystem
restoration.

Water ~upp___ly R¢llabilitT. Napa County is one of the 29 agencies that have water supply contracts with
the State Water Project (SWP). The County receives its water through the North Bay Aqueduct (NBA).
This water supply serves municipal ~d industrial uses only and supple~neats loc~l st~rface water supplies.
Four of the five cities in the County rely on SWP water to meet the needs of their residents. As you may
be aware, Napa County has had a long and proud history of managing urban growth in order to protect ~ts
unique, agricultural interests. This effort has been successful in large part because the County has been
able to insure an adequate amount of groundwater for agriculture and its attendant rural residential ~d
wintery activities. The County contracted with the SWP £or a su£fide~t amount o~’~vater to meet the
projected grov,~h needs of the cities with the expectation that the supplies were reliable. The lack of
reliability of the SWP supplies is putting increased pressures oa our cities to tap grour~dwater for
additional protection. The use of such groundwater rezources by cities wil! compromise the long-term
viability of our $I+ billion agricultural industry. The issue is already pitting agricultural interests against
urban interests. If’ the agricultural economy weakens, landowners will be~in seeking alternative u~es for
their land, which in turn will increase the pressure to convert land to urban development. Therefore it is
critical that the preferred CALFED alternative be capable of significantly improving the "~ater supply
reliability of’the State Water Project to its contractors,
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Wat_erQualit3, Impro_vem_ent, The CALFED Water Quality Program focuses primarily on leducing
contamlnant.~ that enter rivers and streams, The location of the North Bay Aqueduct intake at Barker
Slough is especially problematic with regards to water quality. All of the variations of the three CALFED
~tcr,~ttiv~.,, include ~t component for evaluating the reloeation of the intake to a more desirable location.
The Solano County Water Agency, our neighbor,and partner in the NBA, was the sponsor of a
Proposition 204 grant request to the State Water Resources Contro! Board for the purpose of
implementing a program to control runoff pollutants in the Barker Slough Watershed. This grant request
was for $580,000 and has been recommended for full funding. This is a good start, It is important to
Napa County that the CALFED Program include~ a ~olmion 1o the water quality problem that the NBA
experiences.

Ecosystem Restoration:

The CALFED Bay Delta Program (Ca*egory Ill - ecosystem reStoration) has among its stated objectives
"to improve water quality..." and "to improve and increase.., habitat and.ecological functiorts in the
Bay-Delta to support ~u~t~it~able population~ of’ diver~e and valuabl~ plant and animal ~:peeie~."

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board has listed the Napa River as an "impaired water
body" within ~he San Francisco Bay watershed, The Board has also t~iven the river a high priority ranking
for the implementation of policies in a rather short timeframe that wil! address the ecosystem water
quality i~ue~ that led to thi~ li~ting. The Regional Board has al.~o designated the Napa River ~,mer,~hed to
be of special significance because of its ecological significance and importance to the bay. In July 1997,
the Napa County Land ’1 rust (NCLT) submitted a three-phase proposal for Cntelgory III funding to assist
in the acquisition and restoration of over 900 acres of historic wetlands in order to restore estuarine,
riparian and aquatic habitat, flood and marsh plain. This proposal targeted the primary objective ol’the
CALFED program by acquiring lands which were historically part o£~he ,qan Francisco Bay Area wetland
system and which directly influence the survival of several endangered species. Furthermore, these
properties are in a key strategic location in the North B~ty ~l¢~uly under tln¢~t vf future development,

Nevertheless, this project, the North Bay, and the entire Bay Area were virtually ignored in
the allocation of Category III fit nding. The NCLT proposal requested $8 million in three phases, including
$2 million in the initial ph~ze and was, after a protracted process: awarded $I million. The NCLT
proposal is closely related to the Napa River Flood Protection Project, was has been hailed n~tionwide a~
a model for future flood protection projects, since it wil! simultaneously
provide environmental benefits, such as improved fish and wildlife habitat and water quality.
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When the NCLT proposal was submitted, the future of the Flood Protection Project was mtc~
pending the outcome of a local sales tax ballot measttre. Nevertheless, the acquisition and restoratioa
project was a "stand-alone" project that would be beneficial on its own merits. However, now that the
so.leo tax mad the Flood Protection Project - is a reality," the Board of £upervisor~ believe that the County
is in a very strong position to be able to put to beneficial use the additional CALFED fimding to gready
complement the already significant environmemaI benefits of die Flood Protection Project, The combined
results would significantly further the ecosystem restoration goals of CALFED.

This lector \vas discussed and approved on a 5-0 vote by the Naps County Board of Super~isors.

Very truly yours,

Vitae Fcrriole, Chairman
Napa County Board of Supervisors
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