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June 25, 1998
Dear Mr Snow,

I am an aquatic ecologist and environmental consultant with more than 12 years experience
working on or with issues pertinent to, and potentially affected by, the provisions of the
CALFED Plan. For 8 years, starting in 1987, I worked on studies of the ecology of the
Tuolumne River fall/late fall run chinook salmon, including conditions in the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta that affect their lifecycle. For the last several years I have been working on
projects in the mid-reaches of the Pit River drainage concentrating on the ecology--including the
physical and biological constraints--of these river systems. Central to all of these studies has
been the effects of impoundments and diversions on the physical environment and the
repercussions of changes in the physical environment on the biota of the systems. I also have
extensive experience working with rare, threatened, and endangered species and the effects that
alterations of their hydrologic environments can have on them.

I would like to say that I am very supportive of the CALFED process. Unfortunately, I have not
been in close enough contact with the process to have known when the EIS/EIR was released and
when the comment period was to close. The result is that I have not had adequate time to review
the documents fully enough to make specifically directed comments. My comments are general
and qualitative, but important.

I oppose any alternatives in the CALFED plan that would involve the construction of any new
dams, or canals. This includes construction of any version of a "peripheral canal" and adding to
the storage capacities of reservoirs such as Lake Shasta or Lake Berryessa by raising their dams.
The ecology of California rivers and the Bay-Delta system have been degraded--in many cases,
beyond repair--by the construction and operation of the very complex system of flood-
control/water-supply dams, reservoirs, levees, canals, and pumping stations that already exist.
Many of the biological problems in the Delta stem from the degradation of water quality and
alteration of flow direction caused by extensive water diversion and pumping. It is wrong-
headed to believe that we could fix the existing problems by making the system even more
complex and unwieldy, and that we could do so without creating other as-yet-undetermined
ecological problems in the process.

The obvious answers to these problems are not the old-school, engineering-intensive,
technological fixes that aim at fixing the ecology while at the same time provide even more water
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for irrigation, etc. The answers involve understanding what makes the ecosystems vital and
learning to live within our means in the ecological web. I support provisions of the plan that
would improve water use efficiency and water conservation efforts.

Finally, I would like to voice my support for provisions that would restore Central Valley stream
flows, water quality, and natural channel morphologies. Rivers, and their resident biota, need
adequate water flow and quality, and they need periodic flooding and access to a floodplain to
maintain a healthy riparian community. Diverting the majority of a river’s flow, straightening its
channel, and leveeing its banks, as has been the norm with most Central Valley streams, totally
changes its characteristics and reduces its ability to maintain itself and its environment.
Restoring the streams to natural and self-sustaining health will go a long way toward revitalizing
the aquatic and riparian ecologies of the Central Valley. These measures are recommended to
help mitigate the impacts of the current "plumbing" system, not to act as mitigation for some of
the engineering fixes proposed as options in the current CALFED plan.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the plan

Sincerely,

Jeff Cook
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