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Cal-Fed Bay-Ddta Program ~/~t~ June 9, 1998
1416 Ntr~th St., Suite 1155
Sacramento, California 95814

Re: Comments on draft programmatic EIS/EIR

Growers in this area of the San Joaquln Valley have a number of ~peeific cencerns about Cal-
Fed’s proposal,~.

At the ~ame time Cal-Fed works to solve enviromncntal preblcar~s in the bay-dell, legion, it mu~t
be Ms, red &e n~s of#owes, indus~y, ~d urba~mra[ residents ~ met, Cal-Fed’s solutions
~hould ine~e, ~ ~v¢II ~ make mo~c tdinb[~, water supplies ~d impure water qualib’.

lno~iag water storage bo~ above and ~low ~e del~ ~S vi~. 1 h~s is impo~t in terms of
having the abili~ to store water in "w~" yea~ to ~ ava~l~le for use in "d~" y~, as well as
providing much-needed flood pto~tion. In I99L Kings Count’s #oss v~ue of agricultural
pr~uets was nearly $870 million. Curreml~, wifl~ n~ly 32,000 acres of l~d flooded due to
¢xeessive rain&l~run-off, ~e lack of sut~cie~t sterne is having a sigaif!e~t economical impa~
on o~ ¢ounb’. ~is loss of valuable fa~ l~d may le~ to a less of over $100 million in
a#icul~ral-telated in,me in Kings Coun~ alone.

A more tellable water supply would ~ist &e growers in &e S~ Jo~uin Valley in preventing
~oundwater over-dra~ by assuring ~ufface water ~vailabili~, in ’~d~~’ y~s. Additional
agricult~al water should not be replanted for nay ~on.

Although reeo~izing that new water development will r~uire some land N ~en out of
~rie.u!~al production, prudent degi~ions ~e esseatiaI to ensure prime £~Iand is not impacted,

In a ~un~ sucl~ a~ ~ng~, file ~amuJgfive impact of land ~etirement would be e~nomically
de, mental to our small communities, ~dy mffering #ore a higher than averse
unemployment rate. In ram, the loss of~x revenue ttom this ~nve~ land would ~pact tl~e
�ount, as a whole.

~e con of environmental enhancement and ~tion n~ds to be ~ou~t to the public ~ l~ge,
not ~[ng ~lely on the backs of&e t~mers. As a whole f~ers e~ alre~y acting as good
stewards of their land and shoul~ not be heavily b~den~ financially wMn th~ have ~en acting
responsibly, b~d on pas#pr¢~nt a~inis~ive policies.

C’011 275
(3-011275



Any future water pla~ must include improving the flow patterns of tht~ delta to help alleviate the
existing ~’at~r ~l~orta/~c.

Decision ~u~ket~ mu~t le~Oglliz~ that water ~3fers are a short-term solution at best, and can’t
depended on from to es~cially in of high demand and low availability.year,
uncertainV of agricultural "~’mer availabilib’ on a year to y~r basis due to C.V ,P,I,A, should
addressed in any plan forth~ming.

The San Joaquin Valley is ~¢knowl~ged world-wide ~ a leader in ~roduction agriculture. The
decisions made tMay d~otdd guarmatee its future, ~ we l~k to balanee the needs
environment with ~ ne,ds of the a~ricultural cemmunity, as welt ~ ~e p¢ople of California.

ineerely,

Dennis F, Bray
A~ricultural Commissioner
Sealer of Weights and Measures
County of

Kings County Board of Supervisors
Jim Verboon, California Farm Bureau District Director
David Kennedy, Director, Depzrt.mem" of Water Re.~oure~ ,/
Dennis Pooler, CACASA Natural I~,esources Protection Committee
A.L Yat~, Undersecretary, California D~partment of Food and Agrieultur~
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