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DEP~RT~NT OF WATER RESOURCES
Centra! District
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Sacramento, CA 95816

Re: Improvements to Lambert Road, Sacramento County
and North Delta Water Management

Dear Mr. Bachmann:

This office represents the Stone Lake Environmental
District. Representatives of that District attended a Department
of Water Resources scoping session regarding North Delta water
management on September ii, 1987. At that meeting, a Department
spokesperson represented that proposed improvements to Lambert
Road could adversely affect flood conditions in the north Delta.

Many of the District members are !ong time residents of
the Stone Lake area, northeast of Snodgrass Slough. These
residents have had e protracted struggle to obtain the public
assistance necessary to address the f!ooding problems caused in
part by rapid urban development of the Morrison Creek Stream
Group watershed. Some progress has finally been achieved in that
the County of Sacramento and Laguna Creek Ranch developers have
committed to construct long-awaited improvements to Lambert Road.
Lambert Road presently functions as a levee, and has not been
improved in years.

The County has been approving development in the
Morrison Creek Watershed for years, based in part on Army Corps
of Engineers data which indicates that there are no significant
flows in a south to north direction across Lambert Road. More
recent studies by the Gil! and Pulver, engineers for the County
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of Sacramento, show that there may be up to 30,000 acre-feet of
water crossing Lambert Road in a south to north direction during
major storm events. District residents’ personal observations
confirm the magnitude of such flows.

/~’~’f    In the flood of February 1986, the water elevatio~q~
//the Stone Lake area reached 14.2 feet M.S.L., more than 2 feet

iw higher than any previously ~ecorde.~ e~evat!on~ Th!s 14.? foot.
water elevation occured in spite of major levee breaks in Tyler
Island, New Hope Tract and Reclamation District 1002’s
jurisdiction, which alleviated flooding in the Stone Lake area.
The volume of water stored by the otherwise unfortunate
conversion of these islands to reservoirs was approximately
200,000 acre-feet. The severity of the flooding problem in the
Stone Lake area is demonstrated by the occu~ence of a 14.2 foot
water elevation even while significant mitigation of the flood

~~[e on that area was provided from the ~bove-described levee

~ Stone Lake area flood situation is being aggravated

by the~fact ~hat Delta levees south of Lambert Road have been or
are being raised and improved to meet FEMA standards. Urban
dev le opment in the Morrison Creek Stream Group watershed which
incr~a.ses and accelerates the runoff to the Stone Lake area is

~ not being curtailed.

If a storm event of similar magnitude to that of
February 1986 were to occur today, the water elevation in Stone
Lake area would be significantly increased beyond the 14.2 foot
M.S.L. elevation. For this reason, it is of utmost urgency that
the Lambert Road improvements agreed to by the County of
Sacramento be completed. Protection of the Stone Lake area
residents is just as important as protection of much smaller
populations on the various Delta islands.
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We request that the Department of Water Resources
respect the needs of the Stone Lake area residents and the
District in determining Department positions and objectives with
regards to North Delta water management. As a statewide public
agency, the Department of Water Resources should be attempting to
protect the interests of the Stone Lake area citizens rather than
raising objections to construction of the Lambert Road
improvements so essen%ial to these people.

Sincerely,

Martha H. Lennihan

MHL/slp
BI0

cc: Toby Johnson,
Sacramento County Supervisor

J. P. Alessandri, Chief

~i~tcramento County Water Resources Division
one Lake Environmental District
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