Post-ii” Fax Nota 7671

© Wigt, Kelleon
CasDert, /; Mz%b
moe e 657 Jbit

Fox #

D"“‘?”?»félfﬂ’ﬁﬁés’ /
" g L Cetln
o KL
i N
LSY G750 [re L2y vz

7-Y-76

88/60/60

TT:80

C-000510

| Galifornia & the West

THE BAKERSFIE!.D CALIFORNIAN AS

Coalition unveils co

Tha Associztod Cres

SACRAMENTO — Mony of the old
Ideas that failed to selve California's
water wars sound a lot like ths new
possibilities annomeed Tuestday by
gavemment and water interesis,

A coalition has been seeking com-
promises to fmprove the kealth of the
Sacraumento-San Joaquin River Delta
and San Francisco Bay, while ensur-
ing water for favms, citles und the
environment. It unveiled theee aliema.
tives thet range in cost from abeut $4
billion to nearly $8 billion, - )

The most ambitiony and costly
altornaive is reminiscent of 2 plan to
beild a Peripheral Canal around the
delta, an jdea rejected by voters in

June 1982,

The new praposal involves what
the coalilion calls an “isolated con.
veyanee facitity” that would be built
aromnd the delta to cany water south
to frmis and cities, It mightbe a rian-
made caval or an undergrennd pipe-
line, accoding to the eoalition.

“The only thing in conumon (with
the Peripheral Canal) i3 that it wonld
lnove water in an isolated fashion
around the delia,” said Lesser Snow,
executive director of the coalition,
called the CalFed Bay-Delta Prograr.

. The major difference, he said, is
that the newly ronsidered channe) or
pipe would carry no more than 156,000
cubic feet per second, which is Jess

than the 22,000 ofs foreseen for e
Peripheral Canat,

The other two altematives seem
famiiar as well: impmving existing
delta channels or improving storage
outside the delta. But with both these
alternatives, delta fish would still be
exposed t¢ hazards as pumps with-

‘ draw wate- to export, according to

iha caulition,

Jover if the farmers, cities, environ-
mentalists and governizent agencles
n the coalition ali ullimately sgree en
one of the three aliernatives, & would
siill need to be fonded, -

Praposition 204, a 3985 milion
water bond issue on the Novembea-
Lallot, would only he g downpanymert

stlywaterplan:

on nezded funds accarding to the
coalition. Representatives saq they
are uncertain exacly how to ralse'the
tesi ofthe money. .
The della, the state’s largest sopyce
of fresh water, lies at the heant of the
Califorzia water system, B
River water from the Snowy north
and east is channeled through thy
delta’s mnze of stoughs and punped
isto canals to supply farms and cilies
to the south. o
The deita, which drains into San
Francisco Day, supplies drinking
water o 20 million people ang {rri.
gates more than 4 million acres that
pioduce much of the nation's fiuit and
vegetables,
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