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TO: ~genc±es and Interested Parties

Comments submitted in response to notices received regarding San Francisco Bay/Delta
Workshops, EIR, CalFed, and SWRCB Decision Hearings.

B_~: Paul E. Simpson, a Civil Engineer with over 40 years experience in Water Supply, water
quality; 8 early years with DWR and a recent 7 years on the Central Valley Reg. Water Quality
Control Board; Currently a County Supervisor representing Plumas County.

Why is Plumas County interested in the Delta Solution? We are almost 200 miles
away from the Delta.

Approximately 2/3 of California’s water supply falls in the northerly 1/3 of the
State. California climate ~s more arid as you move sou~h. Virtually all water transport proj-
ects move water from the wetter surplus areas to the drier deficit areas. Many of the project
maps suggest that the water begins at the major storage reservoirs such as Shasta, Oroville,
Folsom and Friant and transport via River or Canal and pumping plant to the places Of use.
This is a fallacy that needs to be corrected.

Virtually all of the water supply to these projects falls upstream of these reser-
voirs in forested watersheds. For the State Water Project, almost all of the Feather River
watershed that produces about 4 million acre feet annually originates in Plumas County. This
is why we are concerned.

The notices we received state that the Delta Fix solutions may affect every water
right holder in the Sacramento-San Joaquin watershed that diverts more than 3 cfs or stores
more than 200 acre feet. This includes many facilities in Plumas County.

Since the mining industry is essentially finished and the public land timber
industry closed down, our water resources, rivers and lakes, are becoming increasingly more
#aluable for recreation and tourism. And, if the signals and clues we are receiving are
correct, water may become more valuable as a marketable resource, replacing minerals and
lumber. As an area of water origin, we believe the time is right to assert some clalm to the
water resources that originate in Plumas County and/or to request that some of that water
value be invested into improving the watersheds.

If our watersheds are going to be attached to help make up the 800 thousand acre
feet/year additional flow to flx the Delta, we believe there should be some mitigation for
that taking.

Secondly, the Delta fix requires improved water quality and increased water
quantity to the Bay/Delta estuary. We believe that both quality and quantity can be improved
through better watershed management.

For the past 150 years, California watersheds including the. Feather River, have
experienced the impacts of mining. Most of these impacts have been very degrading to the
water quality and also the water quantity; from silt and sediment to toxic minerals.

For i00 or more years, with few exceptions, the forested watersheds have also
experienced the impacts of logging and forest fires. Fire suppression efforts coupled with
logging practices have combined to create a very hazardous and deteriorated watershed condi-
tion that now does, and will continue to, have very negative impacts on both water quality
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and quantity.
In summary, we believe the Delta fix should also address the dire, long overdue,

needs of the critical watersheds. An attempt to fix the Delta without fixing the originating
watersheds’will not succeed. Improved watersheds will result in improved water quality and
increased water quantity and reliability. Some of the value of the exported water should be
applied to watershed improvement projects for areas of origin.

Thank you,

Paul E. ~Simpson
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