TEHANMA FLY FISHERS

P. O. Box 224
Red Bluff, California 96080

Dec. 1, 1993

To: Jane Kay, San Francisco Examiner

From: Robert Miley, Conservation Committee
Tehama Fly Fishers, Red Bluff

Subject: vYour article in the November 20, 1993 edition of the Red
Bluff pDaily News, titled, "Environmental Problems Spawn Dying

Salmon® \

The section of subject article where you state, "uU.G. Davis
fisheries biologist Peter Moyle conducted much of the research and
documentation that led to the listing of Winter- Run King Salmon under
the eEndangered Species Act", is in error.

The bBbasis for both the Federal and cCalifornia 1listing of
sacramento River winter run-chinook salmon is, (1) results of research
conducted by Richard Hallock and documented in collaboration with
Frank Fisher, (both ¢California Dept. of Fish and Game marine
biologists living in Red Bluff)y, and (2) their combined later studies
which documented the continued decline of the winter-run salmon

.. population.

although it has been known for 'many vears that chinook salmon
spawn during May and June (winter-run) in the sacramento River system,
and there is evidence that they were quite numerous prior to
construction of the Shasta-Keswick Dam complex on the sacramento
River, the work by Hallock & Fisher for the first time, presented the
life history of winter-run salmon and their contribution to the
fisheries, as well as reliable estimates of their declining numbers.
Their report included research conducted from 196? through 1975, which
clearly demonstrated that winter-run salmon are a true subspecies, and
a genetically distinct population of c¢hinook salmon; a necessary
plement in both the Federal and california Endangered Species act
listing process.

As the winter-run salmon population continued to decline, the
California-Nevada Chapter of the american Fisheries Society petitioned
the National Marine Fisheries service in 1985 to list Ssacramento River
winter-run chinook salmon as a threatened specgies, In 1986, the
Tehama Fly Fishers prepared a GCalifornia petition requesting that
sacramento River winter-run chinook salmon be listed as an_egndangered
Sspecies, and then asked the Sacramento River Freservation Trust to
join with them in submitting the petition to the california Fish and
Game Commission. After considerable "heel dragging” by both Federal
and state agencies, winter-run salmon were eventually listed as_ they
were petitioned. The Sacramento River winter-run chinook salmon was
the first salmonid population to be protected under the Federal
Endangered Species Act, and much of the credit for the Federal listing
also goes to the Sierra ¢lub Legal Defense Fund, Inc.

Tehama fly Fishers subsequently petitioned N.M.F.5. to upgrade its
"threatened" listing to "endangered". This was eventually done.

Yours truly,

Robert Miley, Conservation Committee
— Tehama Fly Fishers
Red Bluff, Ca.
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A Member of Northern California Council of Fly Fishing Clubs
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