CALFED  Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement
-]l BAY-DEI'TA Notice of Preparation to Prepare an Environmental Impact Report

R AM ' N , | . | Mrch 1996

environmental review of the various alternative golutions. Wﬂl lek L
f@rll 1996 with a series of scoping meetings at vafious locations in
a . (see schedule on back page) These meetmg will serve two
sst, the scoping meetings will be used to solicit early input from

P
%égpubhc and-agencies regarding alternatives, concerns, and issues to be -

ddressed n the joint programmatic er enwronmental 1mpact statement/

gency concems, to defing the issues and

nthe EIS/EIR, and t0.help

- Important Telephone Numbers:. e
" o receive additional scoping meeting notices or newsletters, or to
be placed on the mailing list for public meetings, please call Ms. Beth
Chambers at (916) 657-2666. A telephone device for the hearing
1mpa1red (TDD) 1s available from TDD phones at 1-800-735-2929;
from voice phones at 1-800-735-2922.

ublic participation and g ;dan" a.re(‘_‘: B
CALFE.

To Comment:
Written comments or concerns on the scope of a.lternatlves, issues

to be addressed in the programmatic EIS/EIR, and impacts to be
considered should be sent no later than April 26,1996 to:

CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814
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Bay-Delta Program is an unprecede"fl’fé‘d operative
fort ar te and federal agencies and the public to forg
-solution to restore the health of the Bay-Delta system while addressmg the
he residents and the economy. The Program i is conductrng a
rafive planmng process that will determine the most appropriate
cgy and the actions necessary to improve water and e ecosystem quality,
water fof all beneficial uses, and minimize Delta's system vulnerability.

omprises the followrng agencies:

conomic aCththS, water supply, infrastructure, and the.
om catastrophrc breaching or gradual deterroratron of

alifornia state agencies:

- Resources Agency
’Department of Water Resources
Department of Fish and Game _
- California Environmental Protection Agency = —

Sfate Water Resources ControI Board

Delta Program?

Establishing an appropriate geographic scope Is essentral to the Programs
success. Specifically, the geographic problem scope is the legally defined Delta,
Suisun Bay, and Suisun Marsh. The Program addresses problems that exist

_ within these boundaries or are closely linked to this area, and related to water
management and beneficial economic and enwronmental use of water. The - _

) scope of possible solutions to the problems in the Bay-Delta system inclides any
action that can be implemented or influenced by the CALFED agencies, -

regardless of whether its implementation takes place within the Bay Delta area.

Federal agencles are:
Department of the Interior
Bureau of Reclamation
Fish and Wildlife Service

Envnonmcntal Protecnon Agency

The geographm scope of alternatives being analyzed in the programl;nanc
- FIS/EIR could include at Jeast the Central Valley watershed, the Southern
7 California water system, and the Pacific Ocean.

FEmeeersrEEel ot an

prehensrve plan that wil restore ecological healtﬁ andi improve "
iagement for beneficial uses of the Bay—Delta system :

‘heimlssron of the CALFED Bay—Delta Program 1s $50 develop a long-v' v

ldentmcatlon

cludes 40,000 acres of wetlands and supports 120: fish specres, o
provides drmkmg ater for 20 milfion people, an
2 Drovides irfigation water for 200 erops and 45% of the natrons '

ifs and vegetab

SRS i S

Delta System
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- to prepare a joint document that meet both the state and fede

NEPA and CE% The programrnatrc EIS/ EIR wrll focus

" to inform decision makers about the environmental dimen:
 interrelated and cumulative consequences; of the alternatives The document will
" lead to the selection of a comprehensive-and balanced plan't that addresses all of .

o What ls the Pro;ect"

What ls an EIS? What Is an EIR?

- An environmental impact statement (EIS)isa public document prepared by

- afederal agency that provides a full and fair discussion of srgmﬁcant environ-

mental impacts that could occur 2s a result of a project, and mforms the decision
makers and the public of reasonable alternatives that would gyoid or minimize

adverse i 1mpacts AnEISis governed by the National Environmental Policy Act S

(NEPA). ~

An envrronmental rmpact report (EIR) isa pubhc doc
state agency that analyzes a proyect s significant effects an

The state and federal agencres Sthat make up CALFED are wor ng ogether
al requirements as

efﬁcrently s possrble

ammiatic- Ievel EIS/ EIR in compliance with
he broad pohcy

CALFED is preparmg a p

conccptual thana prolect—specrﬁc environmental document”
docursent will have 2 more general discussion of impacts; alternatives, and
mitigation measures. The impacts of each alternative will

feasibility, cost, and benefit. The primary purpose of this document will be.

the resource problems 1dent1ﬁed as concerns of the Program

CALFED has drafted: alterna’nve solutrons for the four i

nt prepared by a
ntifies mitigation”
measures and reasonable alternatives. An EIRis governed by the Calrfornra o

'Envrronmental Qralrty Act CEQ‘l

dentrﬁed including : W
2 . -Resolved?
s, particularly the

o CALFED agencres

. ntrﬁed problems o
; of water quality, ecosystem quality, water supply, and Delta system vulnerabrhty

" _Each *draft alternatrve isa cornbmatron of many actrons, such as operatronal

Where Are We Headed"

~ _EIS/EIR. This list will be available after Aprrl 1, 1996 and will be marled to,
_ everyone reeervmg this notice. :

* for a minimum of 45 days for agency and public review. Reviewers will be 3

" requested to provide written comments on the comprehensrveness and -
- accuracy of the analysis in identifying and analyzing possible impacts on’ he
. environment and ways in which the significant impacts might be avo1ded or "
'rmtrgated “After comments are received and reviewed, CALFED will-

. prepare written responses to comments and publish the programmatic ﬁnalv
- EIS/EIR. After a preferred alternative is selected, that set of solution acti
~will move into environmental review of specific proyects “The documen
. 'prepared in this phase will be srte—specrﬁc and may | be short or may be-more
-+ detailed, dependmg on the proyect and the'i rssues S

and polrcy changes, habrtat restoration, and water flow adjustments, that
together form a comprehensive solution to problems in the Bay—Delta Each

-~ draft alternative is designed to include a balanced array of actions that, when
- :’combrned solve many problems srmultaneously -

"The draft altecnatives are subject to srgnrﬁcant change based on further
ublic input and technical analyses. While the draft alternatives vary n
emphasis and detail, they share the following measures or “core actions” that
‘are already accepted by many stakeholders: e

e hab1tat restoration in the Delta and upstream of the Delta,
*“teduction in the effects that diversions have on fish,

.+ Inanagement of anadromous fish, o

 reduction in reliance on exportswof water from the Delta,

"+ increase in water supply predictability, =

management of water quality, and

( system rehabrlrty

The following are significant issues that have beel

-t dechnmg fish populatrons,
*  Delta water quality;
*". agricultural and municipal water supphes and water quahty,
¢ health of the Delta ecosystem;
*  levee stability in the Delta;
"+ flow and direction of water iri the Delta and trrbutanes,
* - land uses in the Delta; ~
_+ wetland, upland, and aquatic habitats in the Delta and trrbutarres
. upstream storage reservorrs b : :
" e recreation’ opportumtres, and
* - power generation at upstream facilities. -

CALFED is developing a list of alternatrves that will be addressed i the

CALFED will prepare the programmanc draft EIS/ EIR and errculate it
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SCOPING
 MEETING
}SCHEDULE

e

reasonable arrangements to ensure acce551b1hty to the meeting, If a request' .

canno tbe honored, the requestor will be notified

MEETING LOCATION

COMMUNITY  WHEN

MEETING LOCATION

Sacramento

| Monday, Aprd 15 199 -
. 700pm to900pm

. 200f Point WestWay

T~
—d

CALFED
BAY-DELTA

'PROGRAM

1416 Ninth Street Su1te 1155'

CALFED Offlce.

A Bt

Information_Hol

B—002226

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY  WHEN
Oakland - Tuesday, April 9, 1996 MetroCenter Building San Diego Tuesday, April 16, 1996 Red Lion Hotel/San Diego
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p:m. Eighth and Madison Streets 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. - — 7450 Hazard Center Drive
Walnut Grove ~ Wednesday, April 10,1996 Jean Harvie Senior and Long Beach Wednesday, April 17,1996~ LongBeach
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Coftiimunity Center 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Renaissance Hotel
, 14273 River Road 111 East Ocean Boulevard
Red Bluff Thursday, April 11, 1996 Tehgama County' Pasadena Wednesday, April 17,199 Holiday Tns - ;
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Community Center 700pm.t09:00pm. - 303 East Cordova -
R rdenside Room ) ' ' B R
- 1500 South ]ackson Road Bakersfield Thursday, April 18,1996 RedLionInn - =~
R T 3100 Cammo Del Rxo Court
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